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[bookmark: _Toc328724837][bookmark: A_Quick_Word][bookmark: _Toc328394541]A Quick Word
This series of studies aims to present a compilation of the Bible’s teachings in a clear and readable order. There are eight booklets in the series, based on the eight parts of the book The Bible Unpacked - Foundations Edition. Each booklet has five chapters, with questions added. 
See Topics in This Series towards the end of this booklet for a full listing of all the topics. Note that studying booklets alternatively from the two major sections (What to Know and What to Do) would add variety.
The material contains Bible verses. Before the verses are headings, which reflect what the verses say – in particular the parts of the verses in italics. The verses are sometimes followed by a comment.
The verses often have a brief introduction. Usually these state who is speaking and often who they are speaking to. Apart from God and Jesus Christ, the main speakers are:
Moses – who lead the Israelites out of Egypt and taught them God’s laws;
David – Israel’s greatest king who wrote many of the psalms, most of which are essentially prayers;
Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel and other prophets – who spoke to the people of Israel on God’s behalf; and
Paul, Peter, John and other leaders of the early church – who spoke to various groups and wrote letters to believers.
[bookmark: _Hlk51405962]For more information on The Bible Unpacked and free downloads, go to the website: www.thebibleunpacked.net.
Users are asked to pray regularly for persecuted Christians and, if possible, support them financially. These things can be done through organizations that provide aid to them and/or prayer notices, such as those listed under Persecuted Christians.
Paul Mallison


[bookmark: _Toc328394542][bookmark: _Toc328724838][bookmark: Suggestions_for_Study_Groups]Suggestions for Study Groups
Preliminary matters:
Beforehand the leader should: check the context of any verses they are not familiar with; and review the questions. If need be, they should compose questions more applicable to the group.
Each person should have a Bible, for things such as checking a verse’s context. It would also be helpful to have Bible commentaries on hand.
Pray before beginning the study. Ask God for help in understanding the meaning of the verses and to affect your lives through them. Also pray together at the end.
Doing the study:
Ideally, read the material and answer the questions prior to the meeting. Then share answers and discuss any issues arising from the material in the meeting.
Alternatively, read the material and answer the questions in the meeting – reading either aloud as a group or individually (prior to sharing answers). If reading as a group, try having one person read the headings, another read the verses and another read the comments. Additionally, a fourth person could read the Bible references.
General or concluding questions:
If time permits, conclude with one or more of the following questions:
What is something that you either:  did not know before; gained greater insight into; or needed reminding of?
What verse would be helpful to memorize and bear in mind during the next week?
In taking the verses seriously, is there anything you should change in:
	(a) how you relate to God and/or to other people; or
	(b) any other area of your life (e.g. attitudes, values or behavior)?
	If so, are there any specific steps you could take to do this?
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[bookmark: _Toc264267933][bookmark: _Toc265676672][bookmark: _Toc265739479][bookmark: _Toc265739700][bookmark: _Toc265739928][bookmark: _Toc265750529][bookmark: _Ref265752670][bookmark: _Ref265752671][bookmark: _Ref265760510][bookmark: _Toc327590241][bookmark: _Ref418322056][bookmark: c21]21.	Being Right with God
In using the expression “right with God”, this chapter has in view being made righteous in God’s eyes, which involves the forgiveness of one’s sins. The following teaching looks at the key issue of getting right with God – and at things to do in association with this.
[bookmark: _Toc265676673][bookmark: _Toc265739929][bookmark: _Ref265740199][bookmark: _Ref265740200][bookmark: _Toc266714302][bookmark: _Ref267111083][bookmark: _Ref267111084][bookmark: _Toc327590242]Getting Right with God
[bookmark: c21I_GetRight_Repentance][bookmark: c21I_XRepentance__TURN_FromSinToGod][bookmark: c21I_GetRight_BeliefInJC]Turn from sin to God and believe in Jesus Christ
[bookmark: r_44Acts_20_21B_1][Paul:]  I gave solemn warning that they should turn from their sins to God and believe in our Lord Jesus.   Acts 20:21b gnt
We need to believe that Jesus is the Son of God – the Christ (or Messiah) who the OT speaks about. We also need to believe that he is the means of forgiveness of sins, with what he accomplished by his death. As such, we are to trust in him for God’s forgiveness of our own sins. In doing so we are forgiven and thus considered righteous by God. In conjunction with this we are granted eternal life.
[bookmark: c21I_XBeliefInJC__forgivenOfSins][bookmark: c21I_XBeliefInJC__outcomes]Believing in Jesus Christ brings forgiveness of sins
[bookmark: r_44Acts_10_43_1]In addition, all the prophets testify that people who believe in the one named Jesus receive forgiveness for their sins through him.   Acts 10:43 gw
[bookmark: c21I_XBeliefInJC__eternalLife]Believing in Jesus Christ brings eternal life
[bookmark: r_43John_03_16_2][Jesus:]  For this is the way God loved the world: He gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life.   John 3:16 net
We can be sure of God’s forgiveness
But if we confess our sins to God, he can always be trusted to forgive us and take our sins away.   1 John 1:9 cev
[bookmark: _Toc265676674][bookmark: _Toc265739930][bookmark: _Ref265740201][bookmark: _Ref265740202][bookmark: _Toc266714303][bookmark: _Ref267111085][bookmark: _Ref267111086][bookmark: _Toc327590243][bookmark: c21II_StayRight_Obey]Do What Is Right
[bookmark: _Ref265740219][bookmark: c21II_XObey__accompaniesBelief]Obey God, along with believing
[bookmark: r_45Romans_16_26B_1]And by the command of the eternal God it [the message about Christ] is made known to all nations that they might believe and obey.   Romans 16:26b ncv
Obedience is vital for acting in a way that is consistent with both our belief and being considered righteous by God.
[bookmark: c21II_XGoodDeeds__trueFaithHasDeeds][bookmark: c21II_StayRight_GoodDeeds]Do good deeds, which are an essential part of true faith
[bookmark: r_59James_02_22_1][bookmark: r_59James_02_26_1]His [Abraham’s] faith and his actions worked together; his faith was made perfect through his actions. … 26So then, as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without actions is dead.   James 2:22, 26 gnt
[bookmark: _Toc265676675][bookmark: _Toc265739931][bookmark: _Ref265740203][bookmark: _Ref265740204][bookmark: _Toc266714304][bookmark: _Ref267111087][bookmark: _Ref267111088][bookmark: _Toc327590244][bookmark: c21II_XBySpirit__liveByHS]Live By the Holy Spirit
[bookmark: c21II_XBYSPIRIT__FREE][bookmark: c21II_XBySpirit__freedomFromLaw]We have been freed from the law to live by the Holy Spirit
[bookmark: r_45Romans_07_06_1][Paul, to believers:]  In the past, the law held us like prisoners, but our old selves died, and we were made free from the law. So now we serve God in a new way with the Spirit, and not in the old way with written rules.   Romans 7:6 ncv
Through what Jesus Christ has accomplished, God’s people have been freed from the Mosaic Law as the means of being right with him. We are instead to live by his Spirit.
Living by the Holy Spirit involves: being both alert to and responsive to the Spirit’s guidance; and relying on the Spirit’s power, to help us and change us. Along with this, our minds should be focused on things of the Spirit (cf. Romans 8:5 below).
[bookmark: c21II_XBySpirit__sinfulNature]Instead of living by sinful human nature, live by the Holy Spirit
[bookmark: r_45Romans_08_04B__05_1][Paul, to believers:]  Now we do not live following our sinful selves, but we live following the Spirit. 5Those who live following their sinful selves think only about things that their sinful selves want. But those who live following the Spirit are thinking about the things the Spirit wants them to do.   Romans 8:4b–5 ncv
Explain in your own words what one needs to do to get right with God.
			
What is meant by believing in Jesus Christ?
			
How can we be sure of God’s forgiveness?
			
Why is it important for believers to do good deeds?
			
How do we live by the Holy Spirit?
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[bookmark: _Toc264267938][bookmark: _Toc265676677][bookmark: _Toc265739484][bookmark: _Toc265739705][bookmark: _Toc265739933][bookmark: _Toc265750530][bookmark: _Ref265752672][bookmark: _Ref265752673][bookmark: _Ref265760511][bookmark: _Toc327590246][bookmark: _Ref418322065][bookmark: c22I_Faith][bookmark: c22]22.	Having Faith in God
Faith in God is absolutely fundamental to the Christian life. We in fact need to continually live by faith, doing so in all areas of our lives. The verses in this chapter give astute guidance on this critical subject.
[bookmark: _Toc265676678][bookmark: _Toc265739934][bookmark: _Ref265740207][bookmark: _Ref265740208][bookmark: _Toc266714306][bookmark: _Ref267111091][bookmark: _Ref267111092][bookmark: _Toc327590247][bookmark: c22I_Faith_WhatItInvolves]What Faith Is
[bookmark: c22I_Faith__involves_believingInGod]Faith involves believing in God
[bookmark: r_601_Peter_01_21_1][Peter, to believers:]  Through Christ you believe in God, who raised Christ from the dead and gave him glory. So your faith and your hope are in God.   1 Peter 1:21 ncv
[bookmark: _Ref143066141]This links belief with faith (and hope). As such, it reflects that having faith in God involves believing in him. Such belief includes believing what he says.
[bookmark: c22I_Faith__involves_trustingInG]We must also trust in God
[bookmark: r_20Proverbs_03_05_1]Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not rely on your own understanding.   Proverbs 3:5 net
Trusting in God is a key part of having faith in God. Having faith in God can be defined as believing and trusting God. For we are to believe in God and what he says, and also confidently trust in him and what he says in regard to our own lives. One could say having faith means that: in our minds we are to believe and in our hearts we are to trust.
[bookmark: c22I_Hope][bookmark: c22I_Hope_Importance__VitalForFaith][bookmark: _Toc265676679][bookmark: _Toc265739935][bookmark: _Ref265740209][bookmark: _Ref265740210][bookmark: _Toc266714307][bookmark: _Ref267111093][bookmark: _Ref267111094][bookmark: _Toc327590248]Faith is based on what we hope for
[bookmark: r_51Colossians_01_05_1][Paul, to the Colossian believers:] When the true message, the Good News, first came to you, you heard about the hope it offers. So your faith and love are based on what you hope for, which is kept safe for you in heaven.   Colossians 1:5 gnt
[bookmark: r_58Hebrews_11_01_1]Now faith is being sure of what we hope for, being convinced of what we do not see.   Hebrews 11:1 net
The hope Christians have is not a groundless longing, but a confident assurance.
What to Have Faith For
Have faith that God will fulfill what he promises
[bookmark: r_44Acts_27_22__25_1][Paul, to men sailing on a ship with him in a bad storm:]  For last night an angel of the God to whom I belong and whom I serve came to me 24and said, ‘Do not be afraid, Paul! You must stand before Caesar, and God has graciously granted you the safety of all who are sailing with you.’ 25Therefore keep up your courage, men, for I have faith in God that it will be just as I have been told.   Acts 27:23–25 net
[bookmark: c22I_Faith__GWillCAREForYou]Have faith that God will care for you
[bookmark: r_58Hebrews_11_32__34_1]Through faith they conquered kingdoms, administered justice, received promises, shut the mouths of lions, 34put out raging fires, escaped death by the sword, found strength in weakness, became powerful in battle, and routed foreign armies.   Hebrews 11:33–34 isv
Various people of God are spoken of here as having faith that God would take care of them when facing very difficult circumstances.
[bookmark: c22I_Faith__thatGodWillDoWhatASK]Have faith that God will do what you ask
[bookmark: r_19Psalms_005_003_1][David:]  Lord, in the morning you will hear me; in the morning I will present my case to you and then wait expectantly for an answer.   Psalms 5:3 net
[bookmark: _Toc265676681][bookmark: _Toc265739937][bookmark: _Ref265740213][bookmark: _Ref265740214][bookmark: _Toc266714309][bookmark: _Ref267111097][bookmark: _Ref267111098][bookmark: _Toc327590250]What Not to Do
[bookmark: c22II_DoNotFear]Do not be afraid
[bookmark: r_19Psalms_056_003__004_1][David:]  When I am afraid, I will trust you. 4I praise God for his word. I trust God, so I am not afraid. What can human beings do to me?   Psalms 56:3–4 ncv
[bookmark: c22II_DoNotWorry]Do not worry
[bookmark: r_50Philippians_04_06__07_2]Never worry about anything. But in every situation let God know what you need in prayers and requests while giving thanks. 7Then God’s peace, which goes beyond anything we can imagine, will guard your thoughts and emotions through Christ Jesus.   Philippians 4:6–7 gw
What does having faith in God involve doing?
			
How does trusting in God help you?
			
Why is hope important for faith? Can you think of any other reasons why hope is important?
			
What is something that you need to learn to have faith in God to do?
			
What will you do the next time you get afraid or worried?  (You could nominate a verse to learn, in order to recall when faced with fear or worry.)
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[bookmark: _Toc264267943][bookmark: _Toc265676682][bookmark: _Toc265739489][bookmark: _Toc265739710][bookmark: _Toc265739938][bookmark: _Toc265750531][bookmark: _Ref265752674][bookmark: _Ref265752675][bookmark: _Ref265760512][bookmark: _Toc327590251][bookmark: _Ref418322070][bookmark: c23]23.	Loving, Fearing and Obeying God
Love and fear are arguably the two prime emotions or attitudes that we should have towards God. Love and fear of God are both closely associated with obeying him. They are very strong, compelling emotions and provide the primary emotional motivation for obeying God (cf. Deuteronomy 10:12–13). Their importance is underlined by the fact that obeying God ought to be a constant aim of every Christian.
[bookmark: _Toc265676683][bookmark: _Toc265739939][bookmark: _Ref265740215][bookmark: _Ref265740216][bookmark: _Toc266714310][bookmark: _Ref267111099][bookmark: _Ref267111100][bookmark: _Toc327590252][bookmark: c23I_LoveGod]Love God
[bookmark: c23I_LoveGod_Importance]Love God with all your heart – which is most important
[bookmark: r_40Matthew_22_37__40_1]Jesus answered: Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, and mind. 38This is the first and most important commandment. 39The second most important commandment is like this one. And it is, “Love others as much as you love yourself.” 40All the Law of Moses and the Books of the Prophets are based on these two commandments.   Matthew 22:37–40 cev
[bookmark: c23I_LoveGod__obedienceShowsLoveForGod]Love for God is shown by obeying him
[bookmark: r_621_John_05_03_1]We show our love for God by obeying his commandments, and they are not hard to follow.   1 John 5:3 cev
[bookmark: _Toc265676684][bookmark: _Toc265739940][bookmark: _Ref265740217][bookmark: _Ref265740218][bookmark: _Toc266714311][bookmark: _Ref267111101][bookmark: _Ref267111102][bookmark: _Toc327590253][bookmark: c23I_FearGod]Fear God
[bookmark: c23I_FearGod__dontFearPeople]Fear God and nothing else
[bookmark: r_23Isaiah_08_12B__13_1][God, to Isaiah:]  Don’t be afraid of what they [other people] fear; do not dread those things. 13But remember that the Lord All-Powerful is holy. He is the one you should fear; he is the one you should dread.   Isaiah 8:12b–13 ncv
[bookmark: c23I_FearGod__dontFearGsPunishment]God’s people should not live in fear of his punishment
[bookmark: r_621_John_04_16B__18_1][John, to believers:]  God is love, and those who live in love live in union with God and God lives in union with them. 17Love is made perfect in us in order that we may have courage on Judgment Day; and we will have it because our life in this world is the same as Christ’s. 18There is no fear in love; perfect love drives out all fear. So then, love has not been made perfect in anyone who is afraid, because fear has to do with punishment.   1 John 4:16b–18 gnt
Knowing and expressing the love of God drives out fear of punishment from God (v. 18).
[bookmark: c23I_XGodliness__obedience]Fearing God is closely associated with obeying him
[bookmark: r_21Ecclesiastes_12_13_1][A wise teacher:]  Fear God and keep his commandments, because this is the whole duty of man.   Ecclesiastes 12:13b net
[bookmark: _Toc265676685][bookmark: _Toc265739941][bookmark: _Ref265740388][bookmark: _Ref265740389][bookmark: _Toc266714312][bookmark: _Ref267111103][bookmark: _Ref267111104][bookmark: _Toc327590254][bookmark: c23II_ObeyGod]Obey God
[bookmark: c23II_ObeyGod__obeyGsWord]Obey God’s word
[bookmark: r_42Luke_11_28B_1]“Rather, how blessed are those who hear God’s word and obey it!”   Luke 11:28b isv
Persistently read God’s word
[bookmark: r_05Deuteronomy_17_19A_1]He should keep it [a copy of God’s teachings] with him all the time and read from it every day of his life.   Deuteronomy 17:19a ncv
[bookmark: _Toc265676686][bookmark: _Toc265739942][bookmark: _Ref265740220][bookmark: _Ref265740221][bookmark: _Toc266714313][bookmark: _Ref267111105][bookmark: _Ref267111106][bookmark: _Toc327590255][bookmark: c23II_ObeyGod_FollowJC]Follow Jesus Christ
Follow Jesus Christ
[bookmark: r_41Mark_08_34_1]Jesus then told the crowd and the disciples to come closer, and he said: If any of you want to be my followers, you must forget about yourself. You must take up your cross and follow me.   Mark 8:34 cev
In order to follow Jesus, we must set aside our own desires, no longer having ourselves as the focus of our lives. To “take up your cross” implies a willingness to bear any cost.
[bookmark: c23II_XFollowJC__makeJCYourLord]Make Jesus Christ your Lord
[bookmark: r_601_Peter_03_15A_1]Honor Christ and let him be the Lord of your life.   1 Peter 3:15a cev
Why do you think that loving God is the most important thing to do?
			
How is fearing God different to fearing people or things?
			
How does fearing God help and/or benefit us?
			
What measures could you take to more effectively read and learn God’s word?
			
Choose one aspect of Jesus Christ’s example that you should imitate better. What is a situation you are likely to encounter in which you could do so?
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[bookmark: _Toc264267948][bookmark: _Toc265676687][bookmark: _Toc265739494][bookmark: _Toc265739715][bookmark: _Toc265739943][bookmark: _Toc265750532][bookmark: _Ref265752676][bookmark: _Ref265752677][bookmark: _Ref265760513][bookmark: _Toc327590256][bookmark: _Ref418322075][bookmark: c24]24.	Connecting with God
This chapter looks at how believers can get close to God, even knowing him. It then discusses the key topic of prayer – the prime means of communicating with God.
[bookmark: _Toc265676688][bookmark: _Toc265739944][bookmark: _Ref265740222][bookmark: _Ref265740223][bookmark: _Toc266714314][bookmark: _Ref267111107][bookmark: _Ref267111108][bookmark: _Toc327590257][bookmark: c24I_SeekGod]Seeking God
[bookmark: c24I_SeekGod__withAllYourHeart]Seek God with all your heart
[bookmark: r_131_Chronicles_22_19A_1]Now seek the Lord your God wholeheartedly and with your entire being!   1 Chronicles 22:19a net
[bookmark: c24I_FocusOnGod]Persistently focus on God
[bookmark: r_19Psalms_063_006_1][David, to God:]  I remember you while I’m lying in bed; I think about you through the night.   Psalms 63:6 ncv
[bookmark: _Toc265676690][bookmark: _Toc265739946][bookmark: _Ref265740226][bookmark: _Ref265740227][bookmark: _Toc266714316][bookmark: _Ref267111111][bookmark: _Ref267111112][bookmark: _Toc327590259]Praying to God
[bookmark: c24II_XBeforeGod__GAsCaringFather]Pray to God as a caring father
[bookmark: r_40Matthew_06_09_1]Therefore, this is how you should pray: ‘Our Father in heaven, may your name be kept holy.   Matthew 6:9 isv
[bookmark: r_40Matthew_07_11_1][Jesus, to a crowd:] Bad as you are, you know how to give good things to your children. How much more, then, will your Father in heaven give good things to those who ask him!   Matthew 7:11 gnt
Having a holy and loving Father in heaven should inspire us to make requests of him, doing so in awareness of him being such a Father.
[bookmark: c24II_XBeforeGod__prayInTheHS]Pray in the Holy Spirit
[bookmark: r_65Jude_01_20B_1][Jude, to believers:]  Pray in the Holy Spirit, …   Jude 1:20b isv
Having the Holy Spirit, believers are to pray “in the Holy Spirit”. As such we are to consciously rely on the Holy Spirit’s help in our prayers.
[bookmark: _Toc265676691][bookmark: _Toc265739947][bookmark: _Ref265740228][bookmark: _Ref265740229][bookmark: _Toc266714317][bookmark: _Ref267111113][bookmark: _Ref267111114][bookmark: _Toc327590260][bookmark: _Ref368731609][bookmark: c24II_Prayer_Requests]How to Make Requests
[bookmark: c24II_XRequests__inJCsName]Ask for things in Jesus Christ’s “name”
[bookmark: r_43John_16_26_1][Jesus, to his disciples:]  In that day you will ask the Father for things in my name. I mean, I will not need to ask the Father for you.   John 16:26 ncv
To ask in Jesus Christ’s “name” is to do so in accordance with all that his name signifies. It is prayer that is consistent with Jesus Christ himself and his purposes – and made on his authority.
[bookmark: c24II_XRequests__AskEarnestly][bookmark: c24II_XRequests__AskPersistently]Ask earnestly and persistently
[bookmark: r_19Psalms_119_0145A_1]I cried out with all my heart, “Answer me, O Lord!   Psalms 119:145a net
[bookmark: r_42Luke_18_01_1]Jesus told his disciples a story about how they should keep on praying and never give up: …   Luke 18:1 cev
[bookmark: c24II_XRequests__BelieveDontDoubt]Believe that what you ask will be granted
[bookmark: r_40Matthew_21_22_1]If you believe, you will receive whatever you ask for in prayer.   Matthew 21:22 gnt
Belief in prayer involves an understanding of God’s will and genuinely trusting in God to fulfill his will.
[bookmark: _Toc265676692][bookmark: _Toc265739948][bookmark: _Ref265740230][bookmark: _Ref265740231][bookmark: _Toc266714318][bookmark: _Ref267111115][bookmark: _Ref267111116][bookmark: _Toc327590261][bookmark: c24II_Prayer_GodResponse]God’s Response to Requests
[bookmark: c24II_XGodResponse__answersWhoObeys]God answers those who obey and please him
[bookmark: r_621_John_03_22_1][John, to believers:]  And God gives us what we ask for because we obey God’s commands and do what pleases him.   1 John 3:22 ncv
[bookmark: c24II_XGodResponse__reGsWILL]God grants anything that is in accordance with his will
[bookmark: r_621_John_05_14__15_1][John, to believers:]  We have courage in God’s presence, because we are sure that he hears us if we ask him for anything that is according to his will. 15He hears us whenever we ask him; and since we know this is true, we know also that he gives us what we ask from him.   1 John 5:14–15 gnt
What do you think about during times of inactivity (e.g. travelling on the train)?  What could you do to remind yourself to focus on God in such times - as well as at other times?
			
How does one “pray in the Holy Spirit” (Jude 1:20)?
			
Do you need to make better provision in your daily routine for meeting with God? If so, what could you do?
			
If you believe, will you receive whatever you ask for in prayer?  Explain your answer.
			
How should the promise that God grants anything that is in accordance with his will affect what we ask for?
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[bookmark: _Toc264267954][bookmark: _Toc265676693][bookmark: _Toc265739500][bookmark: _Toc265739721][bookmark: _Toc265739949][bookmark: _Toc265750533][bookmark: _Ref265752678][bookmark: _Ref265752679][bookmark: _Ref265760514][bookmark: _Toc327590262][bookmark: _Ref418322082][bookmark: _Ref154899499][bookmark: _Ref154899716][bookmark: c25]25.	Exalting God
We exalt God by doing such things as glorifying, praising and thanking him. Exalting God is a very common theme in the Bible and – as this chapter shows – should also be a very prominent part of our lives.
[bookmark: _Toc265676694][bookmark: _Toc265739950][bookmark: _Ref265740232][bookmark: _Ref265740233][bookmark: _Toc266714319][bookmark: _Ref267111117][bookmark: _Ref267111118][bookmark: _Toc327590263][bookmark: c25I_GlorifyHonor]Glorify God by Your Actions
Glorify God by how you live
[bookmark: r_461_Corinthians_10_31_1]So whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do everything for the glory of God.   1 Corinthians 10:31 net
God’s people are identified with him and so their lives are in a sense a reflection on God. Thus they should seek to do everything in a way that will bring glory to God.
[bookmark: c25I_DoNotDishonor]Do not dishonor God by your actions
[bookmark: r_20Proverbs_30_09B_1][Agur:] But if I am poor, I might steal and bring disgrace on my God.   Proverbs 30:9b gnt
[bookmark: _Toc265676695][bookmark: _Toc265739951][bookmark: _Ref265740234][bookmark: _Ref265740235][bookmark: _Toc266714320][bookmark: _Ref267111119][bookmark: _Ref267111120][bookmark: _Toc327590264][bookmark: c25I_PraiseThank]Praise and Thank God
Praise God constantly
[bookmark: r_58Hebrews_13_15_1]Through him [Jesus Christ] then let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our lips, acknowledging his name.   Hebrews 13:15 net
[bookmark: r_19Psalms_034_001_1][David:]  I will praise the Lord at all times; my mouth will continually praise him.   Psalms 34:1 net
Give thanks to God always
[bookmark: r_49Ephesians_05_20_1]Always give thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.   Ephesians 5:20 ncv
[bookmark: r_521_Thessalonians_05_18_1]… give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.   1 Thessalonians 5:18 esv
[bookmark: _Toc265676696][bookmark: _Toc265739952][bookmark: _Ref265740236][bookmark: _Ref265740237][bookmark: _Toc266714321][bookmark: _Ref267111121][bookmark: _Ref267111122][bookmark: _Toc327590265][bookmark: c25II_Exalt_Reasons]Reasons to Praise God
[bookmark: c25II_XReasons__greatness]Praise God because of his greatness
[bookmark: r_05Deuteronomy_32_03B_1]Praise God because he is great!   Deuteronomy 32:3b ncv
[bookmark: c25II_XReasons__faithfulness][bookmark: c25II_XReasons__love]Praise God for his love and faithfulness
[bookmark: r_19Psalms_057_009B__10_1][David, to God:]  I will sing praises to you before foreigners! 10For your loyal love extends beyond the sky, and your faithfulness reaches the clouds.   Psalms 57:9b–10 net
[bookmark: c25IIabcd_XReasons__creativeWork][bookmark: c25II_XReasons__deeds]Praise God for his creative work
[bookmark: r_66Revelation_04_11_1]“Our Lord and God, you deserve to receive glory, honor, and power because you created everything. Everything came into existence and was created because of your will.”   Revelation 4:11 gw
[bookmark: c25II_XReasons__salvationThruJCBles]Praise God for his salvation through Jesus Christ
[bookmark: r_42Luke_01_68__69_1][Zechariah, speaking of the salvation that would come through Jesus:]  Praise the Lord, the God of Israel! He has come to save his people. 69Our God has given us a mighty Savior from the family of David his servant.   Luke 1:68–69 cev
[bookmark: _Toc265676698][bookmark: _Toc265739954][bookmark: _Ref265740240][bookmark: _Ref265740241][bookmark: _Toc266714323][bookmark: _Ref267111125][bookmark: _Ref267111126][bookmark: _Toc327590267][bookmark: c25I_Rejoice]Rejoice Before God
[bookmark: c25I_Rejoice__whenPraise]Rejoice when giving praise and thanks to God
[bookmark: r_19Psalms_068_004_1]Sing to God! Sing praises to his name! Exalt the one who rides on the clouds! For the Lord is his name! Rejoice before him!   Psalms 68:4 net
[bookmark: r_19Psalms_097_012_1]You godly ones, rejoice in the Lord! Give thanks to his holy name.   Psalms 97:12 net
Rejoice in God always
[bookmark: r_50Philippians_04_04_1][Paul, to believers:]  May you always be joyful in your union with the Lord [Jesus]. I say it again: rejoice!   Philippians 4:4 gnt
Pray for persecuted Christians
What is one thing in your everyday life that you would approach differently if you kept in mind the command to “do everything for the glory of God” (cf. 1 Corinthians 10:31)?
			
What effect does praising and thanking God have on you?
			
What measures could you take to help yourself to consistently praise and give thanks to God?
			
What are you or should you be thankful for?
			
How does one “rejoice”?  What does it mean?
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[bookmark: _Toc328394592][bookmark: _Toc328724847][bookmark: The_Seven_Editions]The Seven Editions
There are seven editions of The Bible Unpacked, as shown below. Each edition is an abbreviated version of the next one. Four of the editions have studies based on them, with the same text and questions added. For more details and free downloads, go to www.thebibleunpacked.net. 
	
	Two-Minute Edition – Key Bible teachings for everyone. For giving to non-Christians.
	

	
	Pocket Edition – Key Bible teachings for seekers of truth. Largely for giving to inquiring non-Christians or young new Christians.
	

	
	Concise Edition – Key Bible teachings for new believers.  For either new or young Christians. Suitable to give to non-Christian friends. 
Has study series based on it.
	Studies


	
	Foundations Edition – The Bible’s teaching condensed for young believers.  For newer Christians. Study series is ideal for studies with newer believers.
	Studies


	
	Intermediate Edition – The Bible’s teaching summarized for growing believers.  
For developing a sound understanding of the faith. Studies are excellent for Bible study groups.
	Studies




	
	Comprehensive Edition – The Bible’s teaching presented for Bible students. 
For a more comprehensive knowledge of the faith. Studies are ideal for studying topics in detail.
	Studies




	
	In-Depth Edition – The Bible’s teaching 
expounded for Bible scholars. 
For pastors, church leaders, Bible students and all who want a deep understanding of the faith. Available in a single pdf file with some 100,000 hyperlinks.


[bookmark: _Toc328394593][bookmark: _Toc328724848][bookmark: Supporting_Persecuted_Christians]
Supporting Persecuted Christians
Over 200 million Christians in at least 60 countries are denied basic human rights solely because of their faith. (Source: World Evangelical Alliance) Every year many Christians are killed because of their faith.
Through prayer, encouragement and practical assistance we can assist and fellowship with persecuted Christians in their suffering. You can play a vital part in this through contacting one of the organizations listed below. Most produce regular news/prayer letters.
Barnabas Fund – www.barnabasfund.org
It provides material and spiritual support based on locally identified needs.
Christian Solidarity International – csi-usa.org
CSI works to defend religious liberty and help persecuted Christians.
Christian Solidarity Worldwide – www.csw.org.uk
It advocates for freedom of religion and justice for persecuted believers.
Open Doors – www.opendoors.org; www.opendoors.org.au
It equips believers for persecution and maintaining a witness to the Gospel.
Religious Liberty Commission – www.worldevangelicals.org/commissions/rlc
RLC defends and aids persecuted Christians. See also www.idop.org.
Religious Liberty Prayer Bulletin – rlprayerbulletin.blogspot.com
This site provides weekly prayer bulletins.
The Bible League – bl.org.au/get-involved/bibles-for-the-persecuted
It supplies Bibles to persecuted Christians and provides training.
Voice of the Martyrs – www.persecution.com
VOM helps persecuted Christians spread the gospel. It also gives material aid.
World Watch Monitor – www.worldwatchmonitor.org
It reports the story of Christians under pressure for their faith.
Then the King will answer, ‘I tell you the truth, anything you did for even the least of my people here, you also did for me.’  Matthew 25:40 NCV
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