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David – Israel’s greatest king who wrote many of the psalms, most of which are essentially prayers;
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Paul, Peter, John and other leaders of the early church – who spoke to various groups and wrote letters to believers and churches.
[bookmark: _Toc24360189]Tips for reading this book
Much care has been taken to interpret the verses in the light of both the passage they are from and Scripture as a whole. Nevertheless, if you think a verse has been used out of context, read the chapter in the Bible from which it is taken. See Hyperlinks to biblia.com.
Rather than reading this book from start to finish, for variety read chapters alternatively from the two major sections of the book, What to Know and What to Do.
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[bookmark: _Toc6921538][bookmark: _Toc24360199][bookmark: c01]1.	God’s Being
To begin to understand the Bible, we must know what God is like. This chapter teaches key fundamentals, providing the basic concepts for understanding how awesome God is.
[bookmark: _Toc6921539][bookmark: _Toc24360200][bookmark: h4_0001]God’s Form
[bookmark: _Toc24360201][bookmark: c01I_God_Form__one]God is one
[bookmark: r_41Mark_12_29B_1][Jesus, quoting Moses:]  Listen, Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one.   Mark 12:29b net
God is a single thing. He is only one being.
[bookmark: _Toc24360202][bookmark: c01I_God_Form__spirit]God is spirit
[bookmark: r_43John_04_24_1]God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.   John 4:24 ncv™
God is a spiritual being. He is not physical like people are.
[bookmark: _Toc24360203][bookmark: c01I_God_Form__presence]God is everywhere
[bookmark: r_24Jeremiah_23_23__24A_1][God:]  I am everywhere— both near and far, 24in heaven and on earth.   Jeremiah 23:23-24a cev
[bookmark: _Toc24360204][bookmark: c01I_God_Glory]God has great glory
[bookmark: r_19Psalms_138_005_1]They [kings] will sing about the ways of the Lord, for great is the glory of the Lord!   Psalms 138:5 isv
God’s glory is a prominent part of his actual being. In fact his presence is sometimes described in terms of his glory. God’s glory is also revealed or reflected in his extraordinary deeds.
[bookmark: _Toc6921540][bookmark: _Toc24360205][bookmark: h4_0002][bookmark: c01I_God_Eternity]God’s Eternity
[bookmark: _Toc24360206]God has always been alive
[bookmark: r_19Psalms_093_002_1]Your throne, O Lord, has been firm from the beginning, and you existed before time began.   Psalms 93:2 gnt
[bookmark: _Toc24360207]God will live forever
[bookmark: r_27Daniel_04_34B_1][Nebuchadnezzar:]  Then I gave praise to the Most High God; I gave honor and glory to him who lives forever. God’s rule is forever, and his kingdom continues for all time.   Daniel 4:34b ncv™
[bookmark: _Toc24360208][bookmark: c01I_God_Eternity__unchanging]God does not change
[bookmark: r_59James_01_17_1]All generous giving and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or the slightest hint of change.   James 1:17 net
[bookmark: _Toc265676569][bookmark: _Ref265732203][bookmark: _Ref265732204][bookmark: _Toc265739825][bookmark: _Ref265740042][bookmark: _Ref265740043][bookmark: _Toc265740447][bookmark: _Toc266714174][bookmark: _Ref267110564][bookmark: _Ref267110565][bookmark: _Toc327590138][bookmark: _Toc24360209][bookmark: h4_0003]God’s Power and Knowledge
[bookmark: _Toc24360210][bookmark: c01II_God_Power]God can do all things – nothing is too hard
[bookmark: r_18Job_42_02_1][Job, to God:]  I know that you can do all things; no purpose of yours can be thwarted; …   Job 42:2 net
[bookmark: r_42Luke_01_36__37_1][The angel Gabriel, to Mary:] Your relative Elizabeth is also going to have a son, even though she is old. No one thought she could ever have a baby, but in three months she will have a son. 37Nothing is impossible for God!   Luke 1:36-37 cev
[bookmark: _Toc24360211][bookmark: c01II_God_Knowledge]God knows everything
[bookmark: r_621_John_03_20B_1]God is greater than our conscience and knows all things.   1 John 3:20b net
[bookmark: _Toc24360212][bookmark: c01II_God_Knowledge_Wisdom__future]God even knows the future
[bookmark: r_23Isaiah_46_10_1][God, speaking to his people:]  From the beginning I told you what would happen in the end. A long time ago I told you things that have not yet happened. When I plan something, it happens. What I want to do, I will do.   Isaiah 46:10 ncv™
[bookmark: _Toc24360213][bookmark: c01II_God_Knowledge_Wisdom__wisdom]God has incredible wisdom
[bookmark: r_19Psalms_147_005_1]Our Lord is great and has awesome power; there is no limit to his wisdom.   Psalms 147:5 net
Pray for persecuted Christians
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[bookmark: _Toc6921542][bookmark: _Toc24360214][bookmark: c02]2.	God’s Character
In order to relate to God, we need to know who God is – what his character is like. In tackling this topic, this chapter includes teaching on the two primary personal characteristics of God, from which his other characteristics come. These are his holiness and his love.
[bookmark: _Toc6921543][bookmark: _Toc24360215][bookmark: h4_0004][bookmark: c02I_God_Holiness]God’s Holiness
[bookmark: _Toc24360216]God is holy
[bookmark: r_23Isaiah_06_03B_1]Holy, holy, holy! The Lord Almighty is holy!   Isaiah 6:3b gnt
Being holy means that God is morally pure. It also means that he is separate from and intolerant of anything which is not morally pure.
[bookmark: _Toc24360217]There is nothing bad in God
[bookmark: r_19Psalms_092_015_1][A psalmist:]  They will say that the Lord is good. He is my Rock, and there is no wrong in him.   Psalms 92:15 ncv™
[bookmark: _Toc24360218][bookmark: c02I_God_Holiness__intolerantOfEvil]God cannot tolerate evil
[bookmark: r_35Habakkuk_01_13A_1][Habakkuk, to God:]  You are too just to tolerate evil; you are unable to condone wrongdoing.   Habakkuk 1:13a net
[bookmark: _Toc6921544][bookmark: _Toc24360219][bookmark: h4_0005]God’s Righteousness and Faithfulness
[bookmark: _Toc24360220][bookmark: c02I_God_Righteousness_Justice]All God does is right and just
[bookmark: r_27Daniel_04_37A_1]Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and exalt and glorify the King of heaven, for all his deeds are right and his ways are just.   Daniel 4:37a net
[bookmark: r_66Revelation_15_03B_1][Believers, to God:]  Just and true are your ways, King over the nations!   Revelation 15:3b net
[bookmark: _Toc24360221][bookmark: c02I_God_Faithfulness][bookmark: c02I_God_Faithfulness__keepsPromises]God does not lie nor change his mind – he keeps his promises
[bookmark: r_04Numbers_23_19_1]God is no mere human! He doesn’t tell lies or change his mind. God always keeps his promises.   Numbers 23:19 cev
[bookmark: _Toc6921545][bookmark: _Toc24360222][bookmark: h4_0006][bookmark: c02I_God_Anger]God’s Anger
[bookmark: _Toc24360223]God’s anger is awesome
[bookmark: r_19Psalms_090_011_1][A psalmist, to God:]  No one knows the full power of your furious anger, but it is as great as the fear that we owe to you.   Psalms 90:11 cev
[bookmark: _Ref367089505][bookmark: _Toc24360224]God is slow to anger and does not stay angry
[bookmark: r_19Psalms_103_008__009_1]The Lord is merciful and loving, slow to become angry and full of constant love. 9He does not keep on rebuking; he is not angry for ever.   Psalms 103:8-9 gnt
[bookmark: _Toc6921546][bookmark: _Toc24360225][bookmark: h4_0007][bookmark: c02II_God_Love]God’s Love and Mercy
[bookmark: _Toc24360226]God is love
[bookmark: r_621_John_04_08__09_1]The person who doesn’t love doesn’t know God, because God is love. 9God has shown us his love by sending his only Son into the world so that we could have life through him.   1 John 4:8-9 gw
The phrase “God is love” (v. 8) implies that God’s nature is fundamentally love, rather than that love is simply a characteristic of God. It also reflects that God is the sole source of love.
[bookmark: _Toc24360227][bookmark: c02II_God_Compassion][bookmark: c02II_God_Mercy]God is merciful and compassionate
[bookmark: r_59James_05_11B_2][James, to believers:]  You have heard of Job’s patience, and you know how the Lord provided for him in the end. For the Lord is full of mercy and compassion.   James 5:11b gnt
[bookmark: _Toc6921547][bookmark: _Toc24360228][bookmark: h4_0008][bookmark: c02II_God_goodness]God’s Goodness
[bookmark: _Toc24360229]God is good
[bookmark: r_19Psalms_119_068A_1][A psalmist, to God:]  You are good and you do good.   Psalms 119:68a net
[bookmark: _Toc24360230][bookmark: c02II_God_kindness]God exercises kindness
[bookmark: r_19Psalms_116_012_1][bookmark: _Ref367089312][bookmark: _Ref367089318][A psalmist:]  How can I repay the Lord for all his acts of kindness to me?   Psalms 116:12 net
[bookmark: _Hlk5443188]	2. God’s Character	13
[bookmark: _Toc264267839][bookmark: _Toc265676578][bookmark: _Toc265739385][bookmark: _Toc265739606][bookmark: _Toc265739834][bookmark: _Toc265750506][bookmark: _Ref265752576][bookmark: _Ref265752577][bookmark: _Ref265760487][bookmark: _Toc327590147]

[bookmark: _Toc6921548][bookmark: _Toc24360231][bookmark: c03]3.	Jesus Christ
What distinguishes Christianity from other religions is largely its teachings about Jesus Christ. This chapter looks at this central figure, including the amazing claim that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.
[bookmark: _Toc6921549][bookmark: _Toc24360232][bookmark: h4_0009][bookmark: c03I_JC_Eternity]Jesus Christ’s Eternity
[bookmark: _Toc24360233][bookmark: c03I_JC_Eternity__preexistence]Jesus Christ existed in the beginning
[bookmark: r_621_John_02_13A_1][John, to believers:]  I’m writing to you, fathers, because you know Christ who has existed from the beginning.   1 John 2:13a gw
Jesus Christ existed before the world was created.
[bookmark: _Toc24360234]Jesus Christ will be alive forever
[bookmark: r_58Hebrews_07_24_1]But Jesus lives forever, so he serves as a priest forever.   Hebrews 7:24 gw
[bookmark: _Toc24360235][bookmark: c03I_JC_Eternity__unchanging][bookmark: _Ref133217918]Jesus Christ remains the same
[bookmark: r_58Hebrews_13_08_1]Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever!   Hebrews 13:8 net
[bookmark: _Toc6921550][bookmark: _Toc24360236][bookmark: h4_0010][bookmark: c03I_JC_PreEminence]Jesus Christ’s Pre-Eminence
[bookmark: _Toc24360237][bookmark: c03I_JC_PreEminence__power]Jesus Christ has sovereign power
[bookmark: r_50Philippians_03_20B__21_1][Paul, speaking of Christ:]  By his power to rule all things, he will change our simple bodies and make them like his own glorious body.   Philippians 3:20b-21 ncv™
[bookmark: _Toc24360238][bookmark: c03I_JC_PreEminence__wisdomKnowledge]Jesus Christ has supreme knowledge and wisdom
[bookmark: r_43John_16_30A_1][The disciples, to Jesus:]  Now we know that you know everything.   John 16:30a gw
[bookmark: r_42Luke_21_15_1][Jesus, to his disciples:]  I will give you words and wisdom that none of your enemies will be able to oppose or prove wrong.   Luke 21:15 gw
Jesus Christ has wisdom far superior to that of any enemy that believers may encounter.
[bookmark: _Toc24360239][bookmark: c03I_JC_Eternity__everywhere]Jesus Christ is everywhere
[bookmark: r_49Ephesians_04_10_1]So Jesus came down, and he is the same One who went up above all the sky. Christ did that to fill everything with his presence.   Ephesians 4:10 ncv™
The whole universe is filled with Jesus Christ’s presence.
[bookmark: _Toc6921551][bookmark: _Toc24360240][bookmark: h4_0011][bookmark: c03I_JC_Character]Jesus Christ’s Character
[bookmark: _Toc24360241][bookmark: c03I_JC_Character__holy]Jesus Christ is holy
[bookmark: r_44Acts_04_27_1][Believers, to God:] Then they turned against your holy Servant Jesus, your chosen Messiah.   Acts 4:27 cev
[bookmark: _Toc24360242][bookmark: C03I_JC_character__righteousness]Jesus Christ is righteous
[bookmark: r_621_John_02_01B_1][John, to believers:] But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous One, …   1 John 2:1b net
[bookmark: _Toc24360243][bookmark: c03I_JC_Character__loving]Jesus Christ is loving
[bookmark: r_49Ephesians_03_18__19_1][Paul, to the believers in Ephesus:]  And I pray that you and all God’s holy people will have the power to understand the greatness of Christ’s love—how wide and how long and how high and how deep that love is. 19Christ’s love is greater than anyone can ever know, but I pray that you will be able to know that love. Then you can be filled with the fullness of God.   Ephesians 3:18-19 ncv™
[bookmark: _Toc6921552][bookmark: _Toc24360244][bookmark: h4_0012][bookmark: c03II_JC_JCGodAreOne__divinityOfJC]Jesus Christ’s Divinity
[bookmark: _Toc24360245][bookmark: c03II_JC_SonOfGod]Jesus Christ is the Son of God
[bookmark: r_58Hebrews_04_14A_1]We have a great high priest, who has gone into heaven, and he is Jesus the Son of God.   Hebrews 4:14a cev
[bookmark: _Toc24360246][bookmark: c03II_JC_SonOfGod__divineNature]Jesus Christ has the nature and fullness of God
[bookmark: r_50Philippians_02_06A_1]He always had the nature of God …   Philippians 2:6a gnt
[bookmark: r_51Colossians_01_19_1]For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in the Son …   Colossians 1:19 net
[bookmark: _Hlk6634454]	3. Jesus Christ	13


[bookmark: _Toc6921553][bookmark: _Toc24360247][bookmark: c04][bookmark: _Hlk6639136]4.	The Holy Spirit
To have a good understanding of God, it is vital that we know about the Holy Spirit. For the Holy Spirit is God’s Spirit. As such the Holy Spirit is closely linked with God and what he does.
Note that in regard to the Holy Spirit and God’s people, see the second half of 17. Keys to God’s Interaction, p. 42.
[bookmark: _Toc6921554][bookmark: _Toc24360248][bookmark: h4_0013]The Holy Spirit and God
[bookmark: _Toc24360249][bookmark: c04I_HS_SpiritOfGod]The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of God
[bookmark: r_01Genesis_01_02_1]The earth [in the beginning] was barren, with no form of life; it was under a roaring ocean covered with darkness. But the Spirit of God was moving over the water.   Genesis 1:2 cev
[bookmark: _Ref167677302]The Holy Spirit is God’s spirit. As such one should bear in mind that when the Bible speaks of the Holy Spirit, it is in effect speaking of God himself. This is reflected by the Holy Spirit’s divine characteristics, spoken of later in this chapter.
[bookmark: _Toc24360250][bookmark: c04I_HS_SpiritOfGod__asGodspresence]The Holy Spirit is linked with God’s presence
[bookmark: r_621_John_03_24_1][John, to believers:]  The people who obey God’s commands live in God, and God lives in them. We know that God lives in us because of the Spirit God gave us.   1 John 3:24 ncv™
This verse links the Holy Spirit with God’s presence by teaching that because believers have God’s Spirit, God lives in them.
[bookmark: _Toc24360251][bookmark: c04II_OnenessWithGodJC][bookmark: c04II_HS_MutualAssociation]God, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit are very closely associated
[bookmark: r_40Matthew_28_19_1][Jesus, to his disciples:]  Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, …   Matthew 28:19 net
[bookmark: r_472_Corinthians_13_14_1][Paul, to believers:] The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   2 Corinthians 13:14 ncv™
[bookmark: _Toc6921555][bookmark: _Toc24360252][bookmark: h4_0014][bookmark: c04II_HS_MutualAttributes]The Holy Spirit’s Divine Characteristics
[bookmark: _Toc24360253]The Holy Spirit is everywhere
[bookmark: r_19Psalms_139_007_1][David, to God:]  Where could I go to escape from your Spirit or from your sight?   Psalms 139:7 cev
[bookmark: _Toc24360254][bookmark: c04I_HS_Being__eternityOf]The Holy Spirit is eternal
[bookmark: r_58Hebrews_09_14B_1]Through the eternal Spirit he offered himself to God and cleansed our consciences from the useless things we had done. Now we can serve the living God.   Hebrews 9:14b gw
[bookmark: _Toc24360255][bookmark: c04I_HS_Being__power]The Holy Spirit has sovereign power
[bookmark: r_621_John_04_04_1][John, to believers:]  God’s Spirit is in you and is more powerful than the one that is in the world [Satan].   1 John 4:4b cev
The description of the Holy Spirit as greater than Satan – “the one that is in the world” – shows the Spirit’s great power.
[bookmark: _Toc24360256][bookmark: c04I_HS_Being__knowledge]The Holy Spirit has complete knowledge
[bookmark: r_461_Corinthians_02_10_1]For the Spirit searches everything, even the deep things of God.   1 Corinthians 2:10 isv
This speaks of the Holy Spirit searching out or finding out all things (cf. CEV, NCV, NLT).
[bookmark: _Toc6921556][bookmark: _Toc24360257][bookmark: h4_0015]The Holy Spirit Is Personal
[bookmark: _Toc24360258]The Holy Spirit communicates
[bookmark: r_45Romans_08_26B_1][Paul, to believers:] But the Spirit himself speaks to God for us, even begs God for us with deep feelings that words cannot explain.   Romans 8:26b ncv™
[bookmark: _Toc24360259]The Holy Spirit interacts in other ways
[bookmark: r_44Acts_09_31B_1]The church became stronger, as the Holy Spirit encouraged it and helped it grow.   Acts 9:31b cev
[bookmark: r_48Galatians_05_18_1][Paul, to believers:] But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.   Galatians 5:18 net
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[bookmark: _Toc6921557][bookmark: _Toc24360260][bookmark: c05]5.	Angels, Satan and Demons
To live the Christian life we must be aware of our allies and chief opponents in the spiritual world. The following teaching about them includes reasons to always be wary, but also reasons to be greatly encouraged.
[bookmark: _Toc6921558][bookmark: _Toc24360261][bookmark: h4_0016][bookmark: c05I_Angels_andGod][bookmark: c05I_Angels]Angels
[bookmark: _Toc24360262]There are millions of angels, surrounding God
[bookmark: r_66Revelation_05_11_1][John, describing a vision of a scene in heaven:] Again I looked, and I heard angels, thousands and millions of them! They stood round the throne [of God] …   Revelation 5:11 gnt
[bookmark: _Toc24360263]Angels are powerful beings who serve God
[bookmark: r_19Psalms_103_020__021_1]Praise the Lord, you angels of his, you powerful warriors who carry out his decrees and obey his orders! 21Praise the Lord, all you warriors of his, you servants of his who carry out his desires!   Psalms 103:20-21 net
[bookmark: _Toc24360264][bookmark: c05I_Angels_andGodsPeople]Angels help and care for God’s people
[bookmark: r_58Hebrews_01_14_1]All the angels are spirits who serve God and are sent to help those who will receive salvation.   Hebrews 1:14 ncv™
[bookmark: r_19Psalms_034_007_1]The Lord’s angel camps around the Lord’s loyal followers and delivers them.   Psalms 34:7 net
[bookmark: _Toc6921559][bookmark: _Toc24360265][bookmark: h4_0017][bookmark: c05II_Satan_Evilness]Satan
[bookmark: _Toc24360266]Satan is evil and is opposed to God’s kingdom
[bookmark: r_40Matthew_13_19_1][Jesus, explaining the meaning of a story:]  The seeds that fell along the road are the people who hear the message about the kingdom, but don’t understand it. Then the evil one [Satan] comes and snatches the message from their hearts.   Matthew 13:19 cev
[bookmark: _Toc24360267][bookmark: c05II_Satan_Evilness__deceitful]Satan is deceitful
[bookmark: r_43John_08_44B_1][Jesus, speaking about Satan:] Whenever he tells a lie, he’s doing what comes naturally to him. He’s a liar and the father of lies.   John 8:44b gw
[bookmark: _Toc24360268][bookmark: c05II_Satan_Power]Satan has great power and authority in the world
[bookmark: r_621_John_05_19_1][John, to believers:]  We are certain that we come from God and that the rest of the world is under the power of the devil [Satan].   1 John 5:19 cev
[bookmark: _Toc24360269][bookmark: c05II_Satan_Power__GodMorePowerful][bookmark: c05II_Satan_Power__JCMorePowerful]But Satan is not as powerful as God
[bookmark: r_45Romans_16_20A_1][John, to believers:]  The God of peace will quickly crush Satan under your feet.   Romans 16:20a net
[bookmark: _Toc24360270][bookmark: c05II_Satan_Power__condemned]Satan has been condemned
[bookmark: r_43John_16_11B_1]God has already judged the ruler of this world.   John 16:11b cev
[bookmark: _Toc6921560][bookmark: _Toc24360271][bookmark: h4_0018][bookmark: c05II_Demons__evilnessOf][bookmark: c05II_Demons]Demons
[bookmark: _Toc24360272]Demons are evil and powerful spiritual beings
[bookmark: r_49Ephesians_06_12_1][Paul, to believers:]  For we are not fighting against human beings but against the wicked spiritual forces in the heavenly world, the rulers, authorities, and cosmic powers of this dark age.   Ephesians 6:12 gnt
The terms “rulers”, “authorities” and “powers” are indicative of the great – but limited – power of demons.
[bookmark: _Toc24360273][bookmark: c05II_Demons__possessPeople]Demons can possess people and cause them great harm
[bookmark: r_40Matthew_15_22_1]A Canaanite woman from that area came to Jesus and cried out, “Lord, Son of David, have mercy on me! My daughter has a demon, and she is suffering very much.”   Matthew 15:22 ncv™
[bookmark: _Toc24360274]Demons fear God
[bookmark: r_59James_02_19_1][James, exhorting his readers:]  You believe there is one God. Good! But the demons believe that, too, and they tremble with fear.   James 2:19 ncv™
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[bookmark: _Toc24360275][bookmark: _Hlk7252572]B.  God and the World: Basics
Unit B
God and the World: 
Basics





[bookmark: _Toc6921562][bookmark: _Toc24360276][bookmark: c06]6.	God’s Creation
The formation of the universe – including the world and everything in it – is the most astonishing thing that has ever occurred. If we accept the following teaching about God and creation, then we should have little trouble in accepting the other claims that the Bible makes about God.
[bookmark: _Toc6921563][bookmark: _Toc24360277][bookmark: h4_0019][bookmark: c06I_Creation_GodMaking]God Makes Everything
[bookmark: _Toc24360278][bookmark: c06I_Creation_GodMaking__heavensEarth]God made the heavens, the earth and everything in them
[bookmark: r_16Nehemiah_09_06A_1]You are the only Lord. You made the heavens, even the highest heavens, with all the stars. You made the earth and everything on it, the seas and everything in them; you give life to everything.   Nehemiah 9:6a ncv™
[bookmark: _Toc24360279][bookmark: c06I_Creation_Implications]Because he made everything, all things belong to God
[bookmark: r_19Psalms_089_011__012A_1]The heavens and the earth belong to you. And so does the world with all its people because you created them 12and everything else.    Psalms 89:11-12a cev
[bookmark: _Toc24360280][bookmark: c06II_People_GodRevelationTo__thruCreat]Creation is evidence of God and what he is like, to all people
[bookmark: r_45Romans_01_19__20_1][Paul, referring to wicked people:]  They know everything that can be known about God, because God has shown it all to them. 20God’s eternal power and character cannot be seen. But from the beginning of creation, God has shown what these are like by all he has made. That’s why those people don’t have any excuse.   Romans 1:19-20 cev
[bookmark: _Toc6921564][bookmark: _Toc24360281][bookmark: h4_0020][bookmark: c06I_Creation_GodMaintains]God Sustains Everything
[bookmark: _Toc24360282]Every creature’s life is dependent on God
[bookmark: r_18Job_12_10_1]The life of every living creature and the spirit in every human body are in his hands.   Job 12:10 gw
[bookmark: _Toc24360283][bookmark: c06I_Creation_How__thruJC]God made and sustains all things through Jesus Christ
[bookmark: r_58Hebrews_01_02B__3A_1]God created the universe by his Son, and everything will someday belong to the Son. 3God’s Son has all the brightness of God’s own glory and is like him in every way. By his own mighty word, he holds the universe together.   Hebrews 1:2b-3a cev
[bookmark: _Toc6921565][bookmark: _Toc24360284][bookmark: h4_0021]God’s Creation of People
[bookmark: _Toc24360285][bookmark: c06II_People_Spirit]God has made people with a spirit
[bookmark: r_38Zechariah_12_01B_1]The Lord – he who stretches out the heavens and lays the foundations of the earth, who forms the human spirit within a person – says, …   Zechariah 12:1b net
[bookmark: _Toc24360286][bookmark: c06II_People_Uniqueness__GodsImage]God has made people in his own image
[bookmark: r_01Genesis_01_26__27_1]Then God said, “Let us make humans in our image, in our likeness. Let them rule the fish in the sea, the birds in the sky, the domestic animals all over the earth, and all the animals that crawl on the earth.” 27So God created humans in his image. In the image of God he created them. He created them male and female.   Genesis 1:26-27 gw
That God has made people in his own image is evident in that they reflect such things as his personal traits – e.g. aspects of his character and intellect – and that they have a spirit (as discussed in the previous subsection). Additionally, it is noteworthy that although God essentially is spirit, some descriptions of visions or “appearances” of God speak of him in terms of a human-like form (cf. Ezekiel 1:26-28; Daniel 7:9).
[bookmark: _Toc24360287][bookmark: C06II_PEOPLE_LIFEDEATH__DEATH]Every person will die
[bookmark: r_21Ecclesiastes_07_02_1]It is better to go to a funeral than a feast. For death is the destiny of every person, and the living should take this to heart.   Ecclesiastes 7:2 net
[bookmark: _Toc24360288][bookmark: c06II_People_Spirit__death]People’s spirits exist after death
[bookmark: r_44Acts_07_59_1]As they [Jews] continued to stone Stephen, he kept praying, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit!”   Acts 7:59 isv
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[bookmark: _Toc6921566][bookmark: _Toc24360289][bookmark: c07][bookmark: c07_GodsSovereignty]7.	God’s Sovereignty
As the one and only God, God has supreme power and control over all things. Comprehending this and its implications is vital to having a sound understanding of God and of his relationship to the world – including his relationship with ourselves.
[bookmark: _Toc6921567][bookmark: _Toc24360290][bookmark: h4_0022]God Rules Supreme
[bookmark: _Toc24360291][bookmark: c07I_Authority_OnlyGod]He is the one and only God
[bookmark: r_23Isaiah_45_21B__22_1][God:] And there is no other god besides me, a righteous God and a Savior; there is none besides me. 22“Turn to me and be saved, all the ends of the earth! For I am God, and there is no other.   Isaiah 45:21b-22 esv
[bookmark: _Toc24360292]God rules over all
[bookmark: r_131_Chronicles_29_11_1]O Lord, you are great, mighty, majestic, magnificent, glorious, and sovereign over all the sky and earth! You have dominion and exalt yourself as the ruler of all.   1 Chronicles 29:11 net
Note that “Lord” is what God said is his name. It can be derived from the Hebrew for “I AM” (in Exodus 3:14). It appears to express God’s unchanging nature, self-existence, self-determination and being ever-present.
[bookmark: _Toc24360293][bookmark: c07I_Authority_ReignsSupreme__forever]God will reign forever
[bookmark: r_25Lamentations_05_19_1]But you, O Lord, reign forever; your throne endures from generation to generation.   Lamentations 5:19 net
[bookmark: _Toc24360294][bookmark: c07I_Authority_FulfillsPlans]God carries out his plans
[bookmark: r_23Isaiah_14_24_1]The Lord Almighty has sworn an oath: “What I have planned will happen. What I have determined to do will be done.   Isaiah 14:24 gnt
[bookmark: _Toc24360295]God will impose his absolute rule on all
[bookmark: r_66Revelation_11_15__17_1][John, describing a vision:]  They said, “We give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, who is and who was, because you have taken your great power and have begun to rule.   Revelation 11:17 isv
[bookmark: _Toc6921568][bookmark: _Toc24360296][bookmark: h4_0023]God Has Control over All Things
[bookmark: _Toc24360297][bookmark: c07II_Control_OverEvil]God has control over evil
[bookmark: r_461_Corinthians_10_13_1][Paul, to believers:]  The only temptation that has come to you is that which everyone has. But you can trust God, who will not permit you to be tempted more than you can stand. But when you are tempted, he will also give you a way to escape so that you will be able to stand it.   1 Corinthians 10:13 ncv™
[bookmark: _Toc24360298][bookmark: c07II_Control_OverNature]God has control over nature
[bookmark: r_18Job_37_11__12_1]He loads the clouds with moisture; he scatters his lightning through the clouds. 12The clouds go round in circles, wheeling about according to his plans, to carry out all that he commands them over the face of the whole inhabited world.   Job 37:11-12 net
[bookmark: _Toc24360299][bookmark: c07II_Control_OverNations]God has control over the nations
[bookmark: r_19Psalms_067_004_1][A psalmist, to God:]  May the nations be glad and sing for joy, because you judge the peoples with justice and guide every nation on earth.   Psalms 67:4 gnt
[bookmark: _Toc6921569][bookmark: _Toc24360300][bookmark: h4_0024][bookmark: c07II_Control_OverPeople]God Has Control over People
[bookmark: _Toc24360301][bookmark: c07II_Control_OverPeople__heartsMinds]God has control over people’s minds
[bookmark: r_02Exodus_12_36_1]The Lord caused the Egyptians to think well of them, and the Egyptians gave the people everything they asked for.   Exodus 12:36a ncv™
[bookmark: _Toc24360302]God has control over people’s actions
[bookmark: r_27Daniel_05_23B_1][Daniel, to King Belshazzar:]  But you have not glorified the God who has in his control your very breath and all your ways!   Daniel 5:23b net
[bookmark: _Toc24360303]God controls all that happens to people
[bookmark: r_21Ecclesiastes_07_14_1][A wise teacher:]  When life is good, enjoy it. But when life is hard, remember: God gives good times and hard times, and no one knows what tomorrow will bring.   Ecclesiastes 7:14 ncv™
[bookmark: _Hlk6635069]	7. God’s Sovereignty	25


[bookmark: _Toc6921570][bookmark: _Toc24360304][bookmark: c08]8.	God’s Word
God’s word is our window to God. For through it we learn about God and his relationship with us. This chapter begins with some basic concepts and then looks at a key aspect of God’s word – God’s covenant with Israel. This defined God’s relationship with his people in the Old Testament and is critical to understanding the New Testament.
[bookmark: _Toc24360305][bookmark: _Toc6921571][bookmark: h4_0025]General
[bookmark: _Toc24360306][bookmark: c08I_Word_WhatComprises__Scripture]The Bible is God’s word
[bookmark: r_552_Timothy_03_16A_1]Everything in the Scriptures is God’s Word.   2 Timothy 3:16a cev
The Scriptures are the writings contained in the Bible – God’s word.
[bookmark: _Toc24360307][bookmark: c08I_Word_Characteristics]God’s word is true
[bookmark: r_19Psalms_033_004A_1]The words of the Lord are true …   Psalms 33:4a gnt
[bookmark: _Toc24360308][bookmark: c08I_Word_Characteristics__powerful]God’s word is active and powerful
[bookmark: r_58Hebrews_04_12_1]God’s word is alive and working and is sharper than a double-edged sword. It cuts all the way into us, where the soul and the spirit are joined, to the center of our joints and bones. And it judges the thoughts and feelings in our hearts.   Hebrews 4:12 ncv™
God’s word can penetrate to the very depths of our inner-selves, exposing our thoughts and attitudes for what they really are.
[bookmark: _Ref265740176][bookmark: _Toc24360309]God’s word brings spiritual life
[bookmark: r_43John_06_63_1][Jesus:] The Spirit is the one who gives life; human nature is of no help! The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and are life.   John 6:63 net
[bookmark: _Toc24360310][bookmark: c08I_Word_FunctionsBlessings__light]God’s word gives light
[bookmark: r_19Psalms_119_0105_1][A psalmist, to God:] Your word is a lamp for my feet and a light for my path.   Psalms 119:105 gw
God’s word gives “light” – guidance and spiritual insight.
[bookmark: _Toc6921572][bookmark: _Toc24360311][bookmark: h4_0026][bookmark: c08II_Covenant_IsraelLaw]God’s Covenant with Israel
A covenant is a firm agreement made between two parties. God’s covenants are a key aspect and expression of his word – as are his commands, prophecies and promises.
[bookmark: _Toc24360312][bookmark: c08I_Word_CommunicationOf__thruMoses]God made a covenant with Israel, based on the laws he gave through Moses
[bookmark: r_02Exodus_34_27__28_1]The Lord said to Moses, “Write down these words, for in accordance with these words I have made a covenant with you and with Israel.” 28So he was there with the Lord forty days and forty nights; he did not eat bread, and he did not drink water. He wrote on the tablets the words of the covenant, the ten commandments.   Exodus 34:27-28 net
[bookmark: _Toc24360313][bookmark: c08II_Covenant_IsraelHisPeople][bookmark: c08II_Covenant_XifObeyedBeGodsPeople][bookmark: c08II_Covenant__lawObedienceToResultsOf]If the Israelites obeyed God, then they would be his people and he would be their God
[bookmark: r_24Jeremiah_11_04B_1][God, to the Israelites:]  Obey me and carry out the terms of the agreement exactly as I commanded you. If you do, you will be my people and I will be your God.   Jeremiah 11:4b net
[bookmark: _Toc24360314][bookmark: c08II_Covenant_XobeyRighteousness]Faithful obedience to the law would bring righteousness
[bookmark: r_05Deuteronomy_06_25_1][Moses, to the Israelites:]  It will be righteousness for us, if we’re careful to obey all the law before the Lord our God, as he commanded.   Deuteronomy 6:25 isv
[bookmark: _Toc265676608][bookmark: _Toc265739864][bookmark: _Ref265740104][bookmark: _Ref265740105][bookmark: _Toc266714254][bookmark: _Ref267110988][bookmark: _Ref267110989][bookmark: _Toc327590177][bookmark: _Toc24360315][bookmark: c08II_Covenant_XTenCommandments]The Ten Commandments
[bookmark: r_02Exodus_20_01__05B_1][God:]  Do not worship any god except me. … 5Don’t bow down and worship idols. … 7Do not misuse my name.  … 8Remember that the Sabbath Day belongs to me. … 10… No one is to work on that day… 12Respect your father and your mother … 13Do not murder. 14Be faithful in marriage. 15Do not steal. 16Do not tell lies about others. 17Do not want anything that belongs to someone else.   Exodus 20:3, 5a, 7-8, 10b, 12-17a cev
The Ten Commandments form the basis of the law that God gave through Moses. This law is sometimes referred to as the Mosaic Law. 
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[bookmark: _Toc6921573][bookmark: _Toc24360316][bookmark: c09]9.	The Problem of Sin
Knowing what sin is and what its consequences are is vital to understanding both God’s relationship with humankind and the need for Jesus Christ’s mission. Knowing about the law’s provision of “atonement” is also critical to understanding these things.
[bookmark: _Toc6921574][bookmark: _Toc24360317][bookmark: h4_0027]What and Who
[bookmark: _Toc24360318][bookmark: c09I_Sin_BreakingLaw]Sin is breaking God’s law
[bookmark: r_621_John_03_04_1]Whoever sins is guilty of breaking God’s law, because sin is a breaking of the law.   1 John 3:4 gnt
[bookmark: _Toc24360319][bookmark: c09I_Sin_Universal]Sin is committed by all people
[bookmark: r_45Romans_03_23_1]All of us have sinned and fallen short of God’s glory.   Romans 3:23 cev
The expression “fallen short of God’s glory” (v. 23) most likely means that all people have failed to live up to a standard that matches God’s glory. Sin is the reason for this.
[bookmark: _Toc6921575][bookmark: _Toc24360320][bookmark: h4_0028][bookmark: c09I_Sin_Effects]Consequences of Sin
[bookmark: _Toc24360321][bookmark: c09I_Sin_JudgmentDeath__GodsAnger]Sin means that we face God’s anger
[bookmark: r_49Ephesians_02_03_1][Paul, to believers:]  Actually all of us were like them and lived according to our natural desires, doing whatever suited the wishes of our own bodies and minds. In our natural condition we, like everyone else, were destined to suffer God’s anger.   Ephesians 2:3 gnt
All people have lived sinful lives and face the consequences.
[bookmark: _Toc24360322][bookmark: c09I_Sin_JudgmentDeath__physicalDeath][bookmark: c09I_Sin_JudgmentDeath__Death][bookmark: c09I_Sin_JudgmentDeath]Sin results in physical death
[bookmark: r_45Romans_05_12_1]Sin came into the world through one man, and his sin brought death with it. As a result, death has spread to the whole human race because everyone has sinned.   Romans 5:12 gnt
Note that this verse refers to death initially coming as a consequence of the first sin, committed by the first man, Adam.
[bookmark: _Toc24360323][bookmark: c09I_Sin_JudgmentDeath__eternalDeath]Sin brings the prospect of eternal death
[bookmark: r_45Romans_06_23_1]For the payoff of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.   Romans 6:23 net
[bookmark: _Ref165694279]God’s holiness and justice mean that unforgiven sin must be punished with everlasting death. It involves everlasting separation from God, in hell.
[bookmark: _Toc6921576][bookmark: _Toc24360324][bookmark: h4_0029][bookmark: c09II_LawSin_OfferingsForAtonement]The Law’s Provision for Sin
[bookmark: _Toc24360325][bookmark: c09II_LawSin_Offerings][bookmark: c09II_LawSin_OfferingsX__lifeOfAnimal][bookmark: c09II_X_madeOfferingsForAtonement]An animal was offered by a priest to God to make atonement for anyone who sinned
[bookmark: r_04Numbers_15_27__28_1][Moses, to the Israelites:]  If any person sins unintentionally, then he must bring a yearling female goat for a purification offering. 28And the priest must make atonement for the person who sins unintentionally … to make atonement for him, and he will be forgiven.   Numbers 15:27-28 net
“Atonement” is where God accepts such an offering or sacrifice of a living being as a substitute for the life of a person who has sinned. God accepts the sacrifice as payment for the person’s sin.
[bookmark: _Toc24360326][bookmark: c09II_LawSin_OfferingsX__DayOfAtonement][bookmark: c09II_highPriest]The high priest made atonement for Israel as a whole
[bookmark: r_03Leviticus_16_32__34A_1][God, to Moses:]  … he is to make atonement for the priests and for all the people of the assembly.   Leviticus 16:33b net
[bookmark: _Toc24360327][bookmark: c09II_LawSin_Israel_X__brokeLawCovenant]However, Israel did not keep God’s law and broke his covenant
[bookmark: r_122_Kings_18_12_1]Samaria [the capital city of northern Israel] fell because the Israelites did not obey the Lord their God, but broke the covenant he had made with them and disobeyed all the laws given by Moses, the servant of the Lord. They would not listen and they would not obey.   2 Kings 18:12 gnt
Despite the law’s provision for Israel’s sin, the Israelites as a whole persisted in sin – rebelling against God and breaking his covenant with them. This showed that ultimately the law was not sufficient to deal with sin.
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[bookmark: _Toc6921577][bookmark: _Toc24360328][bookmark: c10_JudgmentOfGod][bookmark: c10]10.	God’s Judgment
An understanding of God’s judgment is needed to understand God himself, and also his salvation for people. Additionally, the topic of God’s judgment contains some of the most awe-inspiring teaching, and even reasons for hope for God’s people.
[bookmark: _Toc6921578][bookmark: _Toc24360329][bookmark: h4_0030][bookmark: c10I_Judgment_Reasons]Reasons for God’s Judgment
[bookmark: _Toc24360330][bookmark: c10I_Judgment_Reasons__punishSin]God’s judgment is to punish sin
[bookmark: r_27Daniel_09_11_1][Daniel, to God:]  All Israel has broken your law and turned away by not obeying you. Therefore you have poured out on us the judgment solemnly threatened in the law of Moses the servant of God, for we have sinned against you.   Daniel 9:11 net
[bookmark: _Toc24360331][bookmark: c10I_Judgment_Reasons__disciplineCleans]God’s judgment is to discipline his people
[bookmark: r_461_Corinthians_11_32_1][Paul, to believers:] But when we are judged by the Lord, we are disciplined so that we may not be condemned with the world.   1 Corinthians 11:32 net
[bookmark: _Toc24360332][bookmark: c10I_Judgment_Reasons__punishWicked]God’s judgment is to punish the wicked
[bookmark: r_612_Peter_03_07_1]But by the same word the present heavens and earth have been reserved for fire, by being kept for the day of judgment and destruction of the ungodly.   2 Peter 3:7 net
[bookmark: _Toc6921579][bookmark: _Toc24360333][bookmark: h4_0031][bookmark: c10I_Judgment_X_GodJustice][bookmark: c10I_Judgment_JustnessOf]The Justice of God’s Judgment
[bookmark: _Toc24360334]God judges fairly
[bookmark: r_19Psalms_009_004_1][David, to God:]  You are fair and honest in your judgments, and you have judged in my favour.   Psalms 9:4 gnt
[bookmark: _Toc24360335]God judges correctly
[bookmark: r_66Revelation_16_07B_1]“Yes, Lord God Almighty, your judgments are true and fair.”   Revelation 16:7b gw
[bookmark: _Toc24360336][bookmark: c10I_Judgment_JustOutcomes__repayment]God repays people according to what they have done
[bookmark: r_45Romans_02_05B__06_1][Paul, speaking of God’s final judgment:]  On that day everyone will see God’s right judgments. 6God will reward or punish every person for what that person has done.   Romans 2:5b-6 ncv™
[bookmark: _Toc24360337][bookmark: c10I_Judgment_X_warning]God gives fair warning of judgment
[bookmark: r_24Jeremiah_18_07__08_1][God:]  There are times, Jeremiah, when I threaten to uproot, tear down, and destroy a nation or kingdom. 8But if that nation I threatened stops doing wrong, I will cancel the destruction I intended to do to it.   Jeremiah 18:7-8 net
What God says here regarding nations is also applicable to individuals.
[bookmark: _Toc6921580][bookmark: _Toc24360338][bookmark: h4_0032][bookmark: c10II_Manifestation_Wicked]The Wicked and God’s Judgment
[bookmark: _Toc24360339][bookmark: c10II_Manifestation_Wicked__Questioning]People may question God’s apparent lack of judgment regarding the wicked
[bookmark: r_24Jeremiah_12_01_1][Jeremiah:]  Lord, when I bring my case to you, you are always right. But I want to ask you about the justice you give. Why are evil people successful? Why do dishonest people have such easy lives?   Jeremiah 12:1 ncv™
[bookmark: _Toc24360340]But in due time God does take action against the wicked
[bookmark: r_05Deuteronomy_32_35_1][God:]  To me belong vengeance and recompense. In due time their feet will slip, because their time of calamity is near and the things prepared for them draw near.   Deuteronomy 32:35 isv
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[bookmark: _Toc24360341][bookmark: _Hlk7252592]C.  God and the World: Jesus Christ
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[bookmark: _Toc6921582][bookmark: _Toc24360342][bookmark: c11]11.	God’s Promised Messiah
The Old Testament Scriptures speak of a leader chosen and sent by God to save his people and to reign forever. This leader is known as the “Christ” or the “Messiah” – which are Greek and Hebrew terms respectively, meaning the “anointed” or the “Anointed One”.
In New Testament times the Jews looked forward to the Messiah’s coming – and many still do today. But the New Testament provides compelling evidence that this Messiah was in fact Jesus Christ.
[bookmark: _Toc6921583][bookmark: _Toc24360343][bookmark: h4_0033][bookmark: c11I_Messiah_OTProphecy]Promise of a Messiah
[bookmark: _Toc24360344][bookmark: c11I_MesX_OTProphecy__rulerOfIsrael]Promise that one would arise as a great ruler of Israel
[bookmark: r_33Micah_05_02_1][God:]  As for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, seemingly insignificant among the clans of Judah — from you a king will emerge who will rule over Israel on my behalf, one whose origins are in the distant past.   Micah 5:2 net
[bookmark: _Toc24360345][bookmark: c11I_MesX_OTProphecy__SalvNations]Promise that he would bring God’s salvation to the nations
[bookmark: r_23Isaiah_49_06B_1][God, as speaking to the Messiah:]  I will make you a light for all nations to show people all over the world the way to be saved.   Isaiah 49:6b ncv™
[bookmark: _Toc6921584][bookmark: _Toc24360346][bookmark: h4_0034][bookmark: c11I_MesX_OTProphecy__suferDieRaisdExal]Prophecy of the Messiah’s Death for Sins
[bookmark: _Toc24360347]The Messiah would die for people’s sins, but then be raised
[bookmark: r_23Isaiah_53_05_1][bookmark: r_23Isaiah_53_10__11_1]But he was wounded for the wrong we did; he was crushed for the evil we did. The punishment, which made us well, was given to him, and we are healed because of his wounds. … 10But it was the Lord who decided to crush him and make him suffer. The Lord made his life a penalty offering, but he will still see his descendants and live a long life. He will complete the things the Lord wants him to do. 11“After his soul suffers many things, he will see life and be satisfied. My good servant will make many people right with God; he will carry away their sins.   Isaiah 53:5, 10-11 ncv™
Verse 5 speaks of the Messiah’s suffering for people’s sins bringing them spiritual healing – effectively peace with God. Verse 10 appears to speak of God raising his messianic servant to life (following his death). The term “his descendants” (v. 10b) refers to the servant’s spiritual descendants – those who would be given life through him. The resurrection of the Messiah is further spoken of in v. 11.
[bookmark: _Toc6921585][bookmark: _Toc24360348][bookmark: h4_0035][bookmark: c11I_Messiah_JCisMessiah]The Messiah’s Identity
[bookmark: _Toc24360349][bookmark: c11I_X_JCisMessiah__OTScripturesTestify][bookmark: c11I_Messiah_TestimonyToJC]The OT Scriptures show that Jesus is the Messiah, the Christ
[bookmark: r_44Acts_18_28_1]For with his strong arguments he [Apollos] defeated the Jews in public debates by proving from the Scriptures that Jesus is the Messiah.   Acts 18:28 gnt
[bookmark: _Toc24360350][bookmark: c11I_MesX_TestimonyToJC__Deeds]Jesus’ deeds showed that he is the Messiah
[bookmark: r_43John_20_30__31_1]Jesus performed many other miracles that his disciples saw. Those miracles are not written in this book. 31But these miracles have been written so that you will believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and so that you will have life by believing in him.   John 20:30-31 gw
[bookmark: _Toc24360351][bookmark: c11II_JCHumanity]Jesus Christ came as a human being
[bookmark: r_45Romans_08_03B_1]By sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and concerning sin, he [God] condemned sin in the flesh, …   Romans 8:3b net
God sent Jesus Christ “in a human body like ours” (NLT).
[bookmark: _Toc265676624][bookmark: _Toc265739880][bookmark: _Ref265740128][bookmark: _Ref265740129][bookmark: _Toc266714266][bookmark: _Ref267111012][bookmark: _Ref267111013][bookmark: _Toc327590193][bookmark: _Toc6921586][bookmark: _Toc24360352][bookmark: h4_0036][bookmark: c11II_JCMission__GodSentJCIntoWorld][bookmark: c11II_JCsMission][bookmark: c11II_MissionObjectives]The Messiah’s Purpose
[bookmark: _Toc24360353][bookmark: c11II_God_Works_Thru_JC]God sent Jesus Christ to take away sins
[bookmark: r_621_John_03_05A_1]You know that Christ came to take away sins.   1 John 3:5a cev
[bookmark: _Toc24360354][bookmark: c11II_JCMission__takeAwaySinSaveWorld][bookmark: c11II_JCHumanity__forMissionToSsave]God sent Jesus Christ to save the world
[bookmark: r_43John_03_17_1]God did not send his Son into the world to condemn its people. He sent him to save them!   John 3:17 cev
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[bookmark: _Toc6921587][bookmark: _Toc24360355][bookmark: c12]12.	Jesus Christ’s Mission
In carrying out his mission, Jesus Christ lived a life unparalleled in word and deed. His life culminated in his sacrificial death and subsequent resurrection. The Bible claims that our eternal destiny will be determined by how we respond to the New Testament’s testimony to these events.
[bookmark: _Toc6921588][bookmark: _Toc24360356][bookmark: h4_0037]Jesus Christ’s Ministry
[bookmark: _Toc24360357][bookmark: c12I_X_JCDirection__didGodsWill][bookmark: c12I_X_JCPower__hisDeeds]Jesus did the work God wanted him to do
[bookmark: r_43John_04_34B_1][Jesus, speaking of God:] He is the one who sent me, and I must finish the work that he gave me to do.   John 4:34b cev
[bookmark: _Toc24360358][bookmark: c12II_JCTeaching__goodNewsOfGsKingdom][bookmark: c12II_JCTeaching]Jesus preached the good news of the kingdom of God
[bookmark: r_40Matthew_04_23_1]Jesus went all over Galilee, teaching in the Jewish meeting places and preaching the good news about God’s kingdom. He also healed every kind of disease and sickness.   Matthew 4:23 cev
[bookmark: _Toc6921589][bookmark: _Toc24360359][bookmark: h4_0038]Jesus Christ’s Death
[bookmark: _Toc24360360][bookmark: c12II_JCDeath]The Jewish authorities compelled the Romans to crucify Jesus
[bookmark: r_42Luke_23_20__21_1][bookmark: r_42Luke_23_23__24_1]Pilate [the Roman governor] wanted to set Jesus free, so he spoke again to the crowds. 21But they kept shouting, “Nail him to a cross! Nail him to a cross!” … 23The people kept on shouting as loud as they could for Jesus to be put to death. 24Finally, Pilate gave in.   Luke 23:20-21, 23-24 cev
Pilate was trying to reason with crowds led by the Jewish religious authorities.
[bookmark: _Toc24360361][bookmark: c12II_JCDeath__plannedGodsWill]It was God’s will that Jesus die – for everyone
[bookmark: r_45Romans_08_32A_1]God didn’t spare his own Son but handed him over to death for all of us.   Romans 8:32a gw
[bookmark: _Toc6921590][bookmark: _Toc24360362][bookmark: h4_0039][bookmark: c12II_JCResurrection]Jesus Christ’s Resurrection
[bookmark: _Toc24360363]God raised Jesus from the dead
[bookmark: r_44Acts_02_24_1]But God raised him from death, setting him free from its power, because it was impossible that death should hold him prisoner.  Acts 2:24 gnt
[bookmark: _Toc24360364]Jesus’ body was not found in his tomb
[bookmark: r_42Luke_24_22__24_1][An early believer:]  Some of the women from our group startled us. They went to the tomb early this morning 23and didn’t find his body. They told us that they had seen angels who said that he’s alive. 24Some of our men went to the tomb and found it empty, as the women had said, but they didn’t see him.   Luke 24:22-24 gw
[bookmark: _Toc24360365]Jesus appeared to people after his resurrection
[bookmark: r_44Acts_01_03_1]After his death Jesus showed the apostles a lot of convincing evidence that he was alive. For 40 days he appeared to them and talked with them about the kingdom of God.   Acts 1:3 gw
[bookmark: _Toc6921591][bookmark: _Toc24360366][bookmark: h4_0040][bookmark: c12II_JCResurrection__ascension]Jesus Christ’s Ascension
[bookmark: _Toc24360367][bookmark: c12II_JCResurrection__ascension_heaven]Jesus was taken up to God in heaven
[bookmark: r_44Acts_01_11_1]They [two angels] said, “Why are you men from Galilee standing here and looking up into the sky? Jesus has been taken to heaven. But he will come back in the same way that you have seen him go.”   Acts 1:11 cev
[bookmark: _Toc24360368][bookmark: c12II_JCResurrection__exaltation][bookmark: c12II_JCResurrection__glorified]God gave Jesus Christ great glory
[bookmark: r_50Philippians_02_08__11_1]He [Jesus] was humble and walked the path of obedience all the way to death—his death on the cross. 9For this reason God raised him to the highest place above and gave him the name that is greater than any other name. 10And so, in honor of the name of Jesus all beings in heaven, on earth, and in the world below will fall on their knees, 11and all will openly proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.   Philippians 2:8-11 gnt
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[bookmark: _Toc6921592][bookmark: _Toc24360369][bookmark: c13]13.	Salvation through Jesus Christ
The teachings in this chapter are at the absolute heart of the New Testament and the gospel message. It is critical for anyone trying to comprehend the Christian faith to soundly understand them.
[bookmark: _Toc6921593][bookmark: _Toc24360370][bookmark: h4_0041][bookmark: c13I_SalvationSin_JCOffering][bookmark: c13I_X_JCAtonement__sinForgiven][bookmark: c13I_SalvationSin_JCAtonement][bookmark: c13I_SalvationSin]Forgiveness of Sins through Jesus Christ
[bookmark: _Toc24360371][bookmark: c13I_SalvationSin_JCsDeathFor]Jesus Christ died as a sacrifice for our sins
[bookmark: r_58Hebrews_07_27_1]We need a priest who doesn’t have to bring daily sacrifices as those chief priests did. First they brought sacrifices for their own sins, and then they brought sacrifices for the sins of the people. Jesus brought the sacrifice for the sins of the people once and for all when he sacrificed himself.   Hebrews 7:27 gw
Jesus Christ died as a sacrifice to God for people’s sin – “once and for all”. His sacrifice is enough for the sins of all people. Now no more sacrifices need to be made.
[bookmark: _Toc24360372]Jesus Christ’s sacrifice means that our sins can be forgiven
[bookmark: r_58Hebrews_09_26B__28A_1]But Christ came only once and for all time at just the right time to take away all sin by sacrificing himself. 27Just as everyone must die once and be judged, 28so Christ was offered as a sacrifice one time to take away the sins of many people.   Hebrews 9:26b-28a ncv™
[bookmark: r_49Ephesians_01_07B_1][Paul, to believers:]  For by the blood of Christ we are set free, that is, our sins are forgiven.   Ephesians 1:7b gnt
The mention of Jesus Christ’s “blood” is a reference to his sacrificial death for us, by which we can be forgiven.
[bookmark: _Toc24360373][bookmark: c13I_X_JCAtonement__reconciledWithG][bookmark: c13I_X_JCAtonement__peaceWithG]Through Jesus Christ’s death we can be at peace with God
[bookmark: r_51Colossians_01_21__22_1][Paul, to believers:]  You used to be far from God. Your thoughts made you his enemies, and you did evil things. 22But his Son became a human and died. So God made peace with you, and now he lets you stand in his presence as people who are holy and faultless and innocent.   Colossians 1:21-22 cev
[bookmark: _Toc24360374][bookmark: c13I_SalvationSin_JCResurrection][bookmark: c13I_X_JCAtonement__Righteous]Jesus Christ’s resurrection was also crucial
[bookmark: r_45Romans_04_25_1]Jesus was given to die for our sins, and he was raised from the dead to make us right with God.   Romans 4:25 ncv™
Jesus Christ’s resurrection was crucial for us to be made right with God – i.e. to be forgiven and at peace with him.
[bookmark: _Toc6921594][bookmark: _Toc24360375][bookmark: h4_0042][bookmark: c13II_JCSavior]Salvation and Life through Jesus Christ
[bookmark: _Toc24360376]God provides salvation through Jesus Christ
[bookmark: r_521_Thessalonians_05_09_1][Paul, to believers:]  God did not choose us to suffer his anger but to have salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ.   1 Thessalonians 5:9 ncv™
[bookmark: _Toc24360377][bookmark: c13II_X_JCSavior__GodSavesThruJC]We can only be saved through Jesus Christ
[bookmark: r_44Acts_04_12_1]Salvation is to be found through him alone; in all the world there is no one else whom God has given who can save us.   Acts 4:12 gnt
[bookmark: _Toc24360378][bookmark: c13II_SalvationWorld_JCLife][bookmark: c13II_X_JCLife__eternalLife]Through Jesus Christ we can have eternal life
[bookmark: r_43John_03_16_1][bookmark: r_43John_03_36_1]God loved the people of this world so much that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who has faith in him will have eternal life and never really die. … 36Everyone who has faith in the Son has eternal life. But no one who rejects him will ever share in that life, and God will be angry with them forever.   John 3:16, 36 cev
[bookmark: _Toc24360379][bookmark: c13II_SalvationWorld_GentilesSaved][bookmark: c13I_SalvationWorld][bookmark: c13II_X_GentilesSaved__GSavesThruJC]God has provided salvation for the Gentiles through Christ
[bookmark: r_51Colossians_01_27_1]God did this [revealed his plan of salvation] because he wanted you Gentiles to understand his wonderful and glorious mystery. And the mystery is that Christ lives in you, and he is your hope of sharing in God’s glory.   Colossians 1:27 cev
In OT times it was firstly only the Israelites, then after the Babylonian captivity more specifically the Jews, who were “God’s people” and as such knew the way of God’s salvation. But through Jesus Christ’s mission, God has made salvation open to the Gentiles.
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[bookmark: _Toc6921595][bookmark: _Toc24360380][bookmark: c14]14.	The New Order
Through what Jesus Christ accomplished, God has established a new order in his relationship with the world. This chapter outlines the key aspects of this new order.
[bookmark: _Toc6921596][bookmark: _Toc24360381][bookmark: h4_0043]Righteousness by Faith and Grace
[bookmark: _Toc24360382][bookmark: c14I_Law_RighteousnessByFaith][bookmark: c14I_Law_andJC]We are not made right by obeying the law – but by faith in Christ
[bookmark: r_45Romans_03_20__22A_1]For no one is put right in God’s sight by doing what the Law requires; what the Law does is to make people know that they have sinned. … 22God puts people right through their faith in Jesus Christ.   Romans 3:20, 22a gnt
[bookmark: c14I_X_SalvByGrace__justifiedRighteous][bookmark: c14I_X_SalvByGrace__notByLaw][bookmark: c14I_GsWorkThruJC]We are unable to be made right with God through obeying the law, as we are not capable of obeying it all the time. But now because of what Jesus Christ has accomplished, we can be made right with God by faith in Christ and what he has done.
[bookmark: _Toc24360383]We are made right by God’s grace – not by law
[bookmark: r_48Galatians_02_21_1][Paul:]  I do not set aside the grace of God, for if righteousness comes through the law, then the Messiah died for nothing.   Galatians 2:21 isv
God’s grace is his free and undeserved favor to people. By God’s grace we are granted righteousness through Jesus Christ’s death for us – as opposed to earning righteousness through obeying the law. Otherwise Christ’s death would have been pointless.
[bookmark: _Toc6921597][bookmark: _Toc24360384][bookmark: h4_0044]A New Covenant
[bookmark: _Toc24360385][bookmark: c14II_NewOrder_NewCovenant][bookmark: c14II_X_NewCovenant__GodThruJC]The first covenant was inadequate and superseded by the superior new covenant – through Christ
[bookmark: r_58Hebrews_08_06__07_1][bookmark: r_58Hebrews_08_13_1]But now, Jesus has been given priestly work which is superior to theirs [the priests’ ministry], just as the covenant which he arranged between God and his people is a better one, because it is based on promises of better things. 7If there had been nothing wrong with the first covenant, there would have been no need for a second one. … 13By speaking of a new covenant, God has made the first one old; and anything that becomes old and worn out will soon disappear.   Hebrews 8:6-7, 13 gnt
The covenant which God made with Israel, based on the law, proved inadequate as Israel could not keep the covenant laws and so be righteous before God. So God introduced a superior new covenant – through Jesus Christ. Under this covenant, God’s people have not only been released from the old covenant’s law, God’s laws in fact become internal principles for them (cf. Hebrews 8:10).
[bookmark: _Toc24360386][bookmark: c14II_NewOrder_JCHighPriest][bookmark: c14II_X_JCHighPriest__Heaven][bookmark: c14II_X_JCHighPriest__JCintercedes]Jesus Christ is now the high priest of God’s people, interceding for them before God in heaven
[bookmark: r_58Hebrews_08_01__02_1][The writer, to believers:]  We have a high priest who sits on the right side of God’s throne in heaven.   Hebrews 8:2 ncv™
[bookmark: r_45Romans_08_34B_1][Paul, to believers:]  Christ died and was raised to life, and now he is at God’s right side, speaking to him for us.   Romans 8:34b cev
[bookmark: _Toc6921598][bookmark: _Toc24360387][bookmark: h4_0045]Other Key Aspects
[bookmark: _Toc24360388][bookmark: c14II_NewOrder_KingdomOfGod][bookmark: c14II_X_KingdomOfGod__inJCMission]The kingdom of God came in Jesus Christ’s mission
[bookmark: r_41Mark_01_15_1]He [Jesus] said, “The right time has come. The kingdom of God is near. Change your hearts and lives and believe the Good News!”   Mark 1:15 ncv™
In Jesus’ mission a more far-reaching, spiritual dimension of God’s reign was established. It exists primarily in the hearts and minds of God’s people. At the end of the age God’s kingdom and authority will be imposed over all things.
[bookmark: _Toc24360389][bookmark: c14II_NewOrder_JCLord]God has made Jesus Christ Lord of all
[bookmark: r_50Philippians_02_09__11_1]Then God gave Christ the highest place and honored his name above all others. 10So at the name of Jesus everyone will bow down, those in heaven, on earth, and under the earth. 11And to the glory of God the Father everyone will openly agree, “Jesus Christ is Lord!”   Philippians 2:9-11 cev
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[bookmark: _Toc6921599][bookmark: _Toc24360390][bookmark: c15]15.	‘The Last Things’
[bookmark: c15I_JCReturn]The history of the world as we know it will culminate in Jesus Christ’s dramatic and awesome return. Associated with this is God’s final judgment of all people. Afterwards the wonderful and everlasting life with God will begin, for those who are his people.
[bookmark: _Toc6921600][bookmark: _Toc24360391][bookmark: h4_0046]Jesus Christ’s Return
[bookmark: _Toc24360392]Jesus Christ will return at an unexpected time
[bookmark: r_521_Thessalonians_05_02_1]You know very well that the day the Lord comes again will be a surprise, like a thief that comes in the night.   1 Thessalonians 5:2 ncv™
[bookmark: _Toc24360393]Jesus Christ’s return will be preceded by distressful events
[bookmark: r_42Luke_21_09__11_1]And when you hear of wars and rebellions, do not be afraid. For these things must happen first, but the end will not come at once.” 10Then he [Jesus] said to them, “Nation will rise up in arms against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. 11There will be great earthquakes, and famines and plagues in various places, and there will be terrifying sights and great signs from heaven.   Luke 21:9-11 net
[bookmark: _Toc6921601][bookmark: _Toc24360394][bookmark: h4_0047][bookmark: c15I_FinalJudgment]The Final Judgment
[bookmark: _Toc24360395][bookmark: c15I_FinalJudgment__JCJudge][bookmark: c15I_FinalJudgment__judgedForDeeds][bookmark: c15I_FinalJudgment__JudgeRewardReDeeds]On his return, Jesus Christ will judge and reward all people according to what they have done
[bookmark: r_40Matthew_16_27_1]For the Son of Man will come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will reward each person according to what he has done.   Matthew 16:27 net
[bookmark: _Toc24360396][bookmark: c15I_FinalJudgment__believedSavedEtLif]Those who have believed in Jesus Christ will be saved
[bookmark: r_44Acts_16_30B__31_1][A jailer, to Paul and Silas:]  “What must I do to be saved?” 31They replied, “Have faith in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved! This is also true for everyone who lives in your home.”   Acts 16:30b-31 cev
[bookmark: _Toc24360397][bookmark: c15Ide_FinalJudgment__rejectJCCond][bookmark: _Ref265732846][bookmark: c15II_Afterlife_Punishment][bookmark: c15II_X_Punishment__fire]Those who have rejected Christ will be condemned
[bookmark: r_43John_03_18B_1]The one who does not believe has been condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the one and only Son of God.   John 3:18b net
This and the above subsections show that people will be judged according to their deeds and their response to Jesus Christ.
[bookmark: _Toc24360398]The ungodly will be thrown into fire
[bookmark: r_66Revelation_20_14__15_1]And Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second death. 15And anyone whose name was not found written in the book of life was thrown into the lake of fire.   Revelation 20:14-15 ncv™
[bookmark: _Toc24360399][bookmark: c15I_FinalJudgment__knowledge]What people have known will be taken into account
[bookmark: r_45Romans_02_12_1]For all who have sinned apart from the law will also perish apart from the law, and all who have sinned under the law will be judged by the law.   Romans 2:12 isv
[bookmark: _Toc6921602][bookmark: _Toc24360400][bookmark: h4_0048][bookmark: c15I_Afterlife]The Afterlife
[bookmark: _Toc24360401][bookmark: c15II_Afterlife_EternalLife][bookmark: c15II_Afterlife_Heaven]God’s people will be given eternal life
[bookmark: r_65Jude_01_21_1][Jude, to believers:]  Keep yourselves in God’s love as you wait for the Lord Jesus Christ with his mercy to give you life forever.   Jude 1:21 ncv™
[bookmark: _Toc24360402][bookmark: c15II_X_EternalLife__deathNoMore][bookmark: c15II_X_Heaven__noMoreSorrow]There will be no more sorrow and no more death
[bookmark: r_66Revelation_21_04_1]He [God] will wipe away all tears from their eyes. There will be no more death, no more grief or crying or pain. The old things have disappeared.   Revelation 21:4 gnt
[bookmark: _Toc24360403][bookmark: c15II_Afterlife_WithGod]God will live amoung his people
[bookmark: r_66Revelation_21_03_1][John, describing a vision:]  I heard a loud voice shout from the throne: God’s home is now with his people. He will live with them, and they will be his own. Yes, God will make his home among his people.   Revelation 21:3 cev
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[bookmark: _Toc6921604][bookmark: _Toc24360405][bookmark: c16]16.	The Standing of God’s People
This chapter looks at the position or standing of God’s people in relationship to God. Probably the most basic aspect of this is simply that they are God’s people and so belong to him. As such the relationship between believers and God is both a strong one and a close one. This is underlined by the teaching that God’s people are now “in” Jesus Christ.
[bookmark: _Toc6921605][bookmark: _Toc24360406][bookmark: h4_0049]Belonging to God
[bookmark: _Toc24360407][bookmark: c16I_BeingGods_BelongToGod]God’s people belong to him
[bookmark: r_49Ephesians_01_13_1][Paul, to believers:]  You put your faith in Christ and were given the promised Holy Spirit to show that you belong to God.   Ephesians 1:13 cev
[bookmark: _Toc24360408]They are God’s people
[bookmark: r_51Colossians_03_12_1][Paul, to believers:]  God loves you and has chosen you as his own special people. So be gentle, kind, humble, meek, and patient.   Colossians 3:12 cev
[bookmark: _Toc24360409]God is their God
[bookmark: r_142_Chronicles_13_10A_1][Abijah, king of Judah:]  But as for us, the Lord is our God and we have not rejected him.   2 Chronicles 13:10a net
[bookmark: _Toc6921606][bookmark: _Toc24360410][bookmark: h4_0050]Being God’s Family
[bookmark: _Toc24360411][bookmark: c16I_X_HisFamily__belongTo]Each believer belongs to the family of God
[bookmark: r_49Ephesians_02_19_1][Paul, to non-Jewish believers:] You belong to God’s family.   Ephesians 2:19b ncv™
[bookmark: _Toc24360412][bookmark: c16I_X_HisFamily__GodIsTheirFather]God is the Father of his people
[bookmark: r_45Romans_01_07B_1][Paul, to believers:] Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ!   Romans 1:7b net
[bookmark: _Toc24360413][bookmark: c16I_X_HisFamily__TheyAreGodsChildren]God’s people are his children
[bookmark: r_43John_01_12__13_1]But to all who did accept him [Jesus] and believe in him he gave the right to become children of God. 13They did not become his children in any human way—by any human parents or human desire. They were born of God.   John 1:12-13 ncv™
Those who accept Jesus Christ and believe in him (v. 12a) are enabled to become God’s children (v. 12b) – born of God (v. 13) into spiritual life.
[bookmark: _Toc6921607][bookmark: _Toc24360414][bookmark: h4_0051][bookmark: c16II_InJC_GodsPeopleAreInJC]Being “in” Jesus Christ
[bookmark: _Toc24360415]God’s people are “in” Jesus Christ
[bookmark: r_49Ephesians_01_01_1]From Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, to the saints [believers], the faithful in Christ Jesus.   Ephesians 1:1 net
Being “in” Jesus Christ involves the association of believers with Jesus Christ. Through this association they participate with Jesus Christ in such things as: his victory over sin and death; his life; and other blessings he has won.
[bookmark: _Toc24360416][bookmark: c16II_InJC_Significance][bookmark: c16II_X_Significance__frgvnRdeem]“In” Jesus Christ they are redeemed and forgiven
[bookmark: r_51Colossians_01_14_1][Paul, to believers:]  In him we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.   Colossians 1:14 isv
Note that “redemption” or being “redeemed” refers to the concept of being bought by God, with Jesus Christ’s death, from enslavement to sin.
[bookmark: _Toc24360417][bookmark: c16II_InJC_RelateToGodThruJC][bookmark: c16II_X_X__accessToGod]Through Jesus Christ God’s people have access to God
[bookmark: r_49Ephesians_02_18_1][Paul, to believers:]  Yes, it is through Christ we all have the right to come to the Father in one Spirit.   Ephesians 2:18 ncv™
Verses such as this which speak of God’s people relating to God (e.g. praying to him) “through” Jesus Christ, appear to have in view one or more of the following three concepts: Jesus Christ’s death opening the way into God’s presence; Jesus Christ’s priesthood; and God’s people being “in” Jesus Christ. All three of these are aspects of Jesus Christ’s role as a mediator in a believer’s relationship with God.
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[bookmark: _Toc6921608][bookmark: _Toc24360418][bookmark: c17]17.	Keys to God’s Interaction
This chapter discusses key factors that underlie and influence all God does in relating to his people. The latter part looks at God’s incomparable gift of his Holy Spirit, which is at the heart of God’s relationship with each believer.
[bookmark: _Toc6921609][bookmark: _Toc24360419][bookmark: h4_0052][bookmark: c17I_X_AlwaysWith__GsPresence]God’s Presence with His People
[bookmark: _Toc24360420][bookmark: c17I_Basics_AlwaysWith]God and Jesus Christ are always with their people
[bookmark: r_06Joshua_01_05B_1][God:] Just as I was with Moses, so I will be with you. I will not leave you or forsake you.   Joshua 1:5b esv
[bookmark: r_40Matthew_28_20B_1][Jesus:] And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.   Matthew 28:20b net
Note that most of what this and the following chapters in Part D say about God is also applicable to Jesus Christ.
[bookmark: _Toc24360421][bookmark: c17I_X_AlwaysWith__deliverncFromTrouble]God is with his people in trouble
[bookmark: r_19Psalms_046_001_1]God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in times of trouble.   Psalms 46:1 gw
[bookmark: _Toc6921610][bookmark: _Toc24360422][bookmark: h4_0053]God’s Knowledge of His People
[bookmark: _Toc24360423][bookmark: c17I_Basics_KnowsHisPeople]God knows his people
[bookmark: r_02Exodus_33_17B_1][God, to Moses:]  I know you by name.   Exodus 33:17b isv
The expression “I know you by name” indicates: intimate knowledge – “I know you very well” (GNT, NCV); and a personal relationship – “you are my friend” (NLT, cf. CEV).
[bookmark: _Toc24360424][bookmark: c17I_X_KnowsHisPeople__needsTroubles]God knows his people’s needs
[bookmark: r_40Matthew_06_08B_1]Your Father [God] already knows what you need before you ask him.   Matthew 6:8b gnt
[bookmark: _Toc6921611][bookmark: _Toc24360425][bookmark: h4_0054][bookmark: c17I_Basics_LovesHisPeople]God’s Love and Grace
[bookmark: _Toc24360426]God loves his people greatly
[bookmark: r_19Psalms_086_005_1][David, to God:] You are good to us and forgiving, full of constant love for all who pray to you.   Psalms 86:5 gnt
[bookmark: _Toc24360427][bookmark: c17I_Basics_GraceToHisPeople]God shows much grace to his people
[bookmark: r_472_Corinthians_09_14_1][Paul, to the Corinthians:]  And in their [needy believers’] prayers on your behalf they long for you because of the extraordinary grace God has shown to you.   2 Corinthians 9:14 net
Here Paul speaks of God’s grace in moving the Corinthians to generously give towards supporting needy believers. The verse illustrates that God’s grace (his undeserved favor) is shown not only in his provision of salvation, but also in his ongoing dealings with his people.
[bookmark: _Toc6921612][bookmark: _Toc24360428][bookmark: h4_0055][bookmark: c17II_HS_GodGives]God’s Gift of the Holy Spirit
[bookmark: _Toc24360429]God gives his people his Holy Spirit, to help and live in them
[bookmark: r_45Romans_05_05B_1][Paul, to believers:]  All of this happens because God has given us the Holy Spirit, who fills our hearts with his love.   Romans 5:5b cev
[bookmark: r_552_Timothy_01_14_1][Paul, to Timothy:]  With the help of the Holy Spirit who lives in us, protect the Good News that has been entrusted to you.   2 Timothy 1:14 gw
[bookmark: _Toc24360430][bookmark: c17II_HS_GodWorksThru][bookmark: c17II_HS_GodWorksThru__worksThruPeoplBy]God works through his people by the Holy Spirit
[bookmark: r_38Zechariah_04_06B__07_1][God, to Zerubbabel who was a leader of the Jews:]  I am the Lord All-Powerful. So don’t depend on your own power or strength, but on my Spirit. 7Zerubbabel, that mountain in front of you will be leveled to the ground. Then you will bring out the temple’s most important stone and shout, “God has been very kind.”   Zechariah 4:6b-7 cev
God would accomplish the work he was doing through Zerubbabel by his Spirit. By the Holy Spirit Zerubbabel would overcome mountainous problems, in completing the work of rebuilding the temple.
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[bookmark: _Toc6921613][bookmark: _Toc24360431][bookmark: c18]18.	God’s Transformation of His People
Each Christian is being remarkably transformed by God. This chapter looks at what changes are involved and how God brings these about.
[bookmark: _Toc6921614][bookmark: _Toc24360432][bookmark: h4_0056][bookmark: c18I_Transforms_SpiritualLife]Spiritual Life
[bookmark: _Toc24360433]God’s people are given spiritual life
[bookmark: r_43John_06_63_2][Jesus:]  The Spirit is the one who gives life; human nature is of no help! The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and are life.   John 6:63 net
Jesus’ words, together with the Holy Spirit, bring life. They give believers a spiritual awareness that enables them to live in relationship with God. As such they are “alive to God”.
[bookmark: _Toc24360434]God’s people are spiritually reborn of God
[bookmark: r_43John_01_12__13_2]They did not become his children in any human way—by any human parents or human desire. They were born of God.   John 1:12-13 ncv™
[bookmark: _Toc6921615][bookmark: _Toc24360435][bookmark: h4_0057][bookmark: c18I_Transforms_Holy]Holiness
[bookmark: _Toc24360436]God’s people are made holy, through Jesus Christ’s sacrifice
[bookmark: r_58Hebrews_13_12B_1]He [Jesus] suffered to make the people holy with his own blood.   Hebrews 13:12b gw
[bookmark: _Toc24360437]God’s people are being transformed to be like Jesus Christ
[bookmark: r_472_Corinthians_03_18A_1][Paul, to believers:]  Our faces, then, are not covered. We all show the Lord’s glory, and we are being changed to be like him.   2 Corinthians 3:18a ncv™
With the development of the believer’s holiness, their characters grow more like Christ. As such believers increasingly reflect Christ’s glory.
[bookmark: _Toc6921616][bookmark: _Toc24360438][bookmark: h4_0058]Spiritual Attributes
[bookmark: _Toc24360439][bookmark: c18II_Attributes_Faith][bookmark: c18II_Attributes_Love]God gives his people love and faith
[bookmark: r_49Ephesians_06_23_1]Peace to the brothers and sisters [believers], and love with faith, from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.   Ephesians 6:23 net
[bookmark: _Toc24360440][bookmark: c18II_Attributes_Peace]God gives his people peace
[bookmark: r_50Philippians_04_06__07_1][Paul, to believers:]  Never worry about anything. But in every situation let God know what you need in prayers and requests while giving thanks. 7Then God’s peace, which goes beyond anything we can imagine, will guard your thoughts and emotions through Christ Jesus.   Philippians 4:6-7 gw
[bookmark: _Toc24360441][bookmark: c18II_Attributes_Joy]God gives his people joy
[bookmark: r_45Romans_15_13_1][Paul, to believers:]  May God, the source of hope, fill you with all joy and peace by means of your faith in him, so that your hope will continue to grow by the power of the Holy Spirit.   Romans 15:13 gnt
[bookmark: _Toc24360442][bookmark: c18II_Attributes_WisdomKnow]God gives his people wisdom and knowledge
[bookmark: r_21Ecclesiastes_02_26A_1]God gives wisdom, knowledge, and joy to anyone who pleases him.   Ecclesiastes 2:26a gw
[bookmark: _Toc6921617][bookmark: _Toc24360443][bookmark: h4_0059]How God Transforms
[bookmark: _Toc24360444][bookmark: c18I_Transforms_Discipline][bookmark: c18I_X_Discipline__asChildrenHeLoves]God disciplines his people as his children, who he loves
[bookmark: r_58Hebrews_12_06__08_1][The writer, to believers:]  The Lord disciplines those he loves, and he punishes everyone he accepts as his child.” 7So hold on through your sufferings, because they are like a father’s discipline. God is treating you as children. All children are disciplined by their fathers. 8If you are never disciplined (and every child must be disciplined), you are not true children.   Hebrews 12:6-8 ncv™
[bookmark: _Toc24360445][bookmark: c18I_Transforms_Teaches]God teaches his people
[bookmark: r_19Psalms_025_009_1]He shows those who are humble how to do right, and he teaches them his ways.   Psalms 25:9 ncv™
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[bookmark: _Toc6921618][bookmark: _Toc24360446][bookmark: c19]19.	God’s Care of His People
This topic has some of the best-loved verses in the Bible. They include some of the Bible’s great promises, which reassure us at times when we wonder if God has “lost our address”.
[bookmark: _Toc6921619][bookmark: _Toc24360447][bookmark: h4_0060]Basics
[bookmark: _Toc24360448][bookmark: c19II_XNeeds__GCaresForHisPeople]God cares for his people
[bookmark: r_601_Peter_05_06__07_1][Peter, to believers:] And God will exalt you in due time, if you humble yourselves under his mighty hand 7by casting all your cares on him because he cares for you.   1 Peter 5:6-7 net
[bookmark: _Toc24360449]God consistently helps his people in need
[bookmark: r_19Psalms_046_001_2]God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in times of trouble.   Psalms 46:1 gw
[bookmark: _Toc6921620][bookmark: _Toc24360450][bookmark: h4_0061][bookmark: c19I_GodSavesHisPeople]God Saves His People
[bookmark: _Toc24360451][bookmark: c19I__GodSavesFromAllTroubles]God saves his people out of all troubles
[bookmark: r_19Psalms_034_004_1][bookmark: r_19Psalms_034_006_1][bookmark: r_19Psalms_034_017_1][bookmark: r_19Psalms_034_019_1][David:] I sought the Lord’S help and he answered me; he delivered me from all my fears. … 6This oppressed man cried out and the Lord heard; he saved him from all his troubles. … 17The godly cry out and the Lord hears; he saves them from all their troubles. … 19The godly face many dangers, but the Lord saves them from each one of them.   Psalms 34:4, 6, 17, 19 net
[bookmark: _Toc24360452][bookmark: C19I_X__GENABLESOVERCOMEWORLD]God enables them to overcome all that is in the world
[bookmark: r_45Romans_08_31B_1][bookmark: r_45Romans_08_35_1][bookmark: r_45Romans_08_37_1][Paul, to believers:]  If God is with us, no one can defeat us. … 35Can anything separate us from the love Christ has for us? Can troubles or problems or sufferings or hunger or nakedness or danger or violent death? … 37But in all these things we have full victory through God who showed his love for us.   Romans 8:31b, 35, 37 ncv™
[bookmark: _Toc6921621][bookmark: _Toc24360453][bookmark: h4_0062]God Protects His People
[bookmark: _Toc24360454][bookmark: c19IIcd_XProtects__GodIsRefuge]God is a refuge for his people
[bookmark: r_102_Samuel_22_02__03_1]He [David] said, “The Lord is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer, 3my God, my rock, in whom I take refuge, my shield, and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold and my refuge, my savior; you save me from violence.   2 Samuel 22:2-3 esv
[bookmark: _Toc24360455][bookmark: c19IIcd_XProtects__GodGuards]God guards his people
[bookmark: r_19Psalms_121_004__008_1]Look! The one who is guarding Israel neither slumbers nor sleeps. 5The Lord is your guardian; the Lord is your shade at your right side. 6The sun will not ravage you by day, nor the moon by night. 7The Lord will guard you from all evil, preserving your life. 8The Lord will guard your goings and comings, from this time on and forever.   Psalms 121:4-8 isv
[bookmark: _Toc24360456]God protects them until the end
[bookmark: r_601_Peter_01_05_1][Peter, to believers:]  You have faith in God, whose power will protect you until the last day. Then he will save you, just as he has always planned to do.   1 Peter 1:5 cev
[bookmark: _Ref368299384]God protects his faithful people from spiritual harm, bringing their salvation to fruition at the end of the age.
[bookmark: _Toc6921622][bookmark: _Toc24360457][bookmark: h4_0063]God Sustains His People
[bookmark: _Toc24360458][bookmark: c19II_GodStrengthensPeople]God strengthens his people
[bookmark: r_23Isaiah_40_30__31_1]Even children become tired and need to rest, and young people trip and fall. 31But the people who trust the Lord will become strong again. They will rise up as an eagle in the sky; they will run and not need rest; they will walk and not become tired.   Isaiah 40:30-31 ncv™
[bookmark: _Toc24360459][bookmark: c19II_GodMeetsHisPeoplesNeeds]God provides for all their needs
[bookmark: r_50Philippians_04_19_1][Paul, to believers who had supported him:]  And my God will fully supply your every need according to his glorious riches in the Messiah Jesus.   Philippians 4:19 isv
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[bookmark: _Toc6921623][bookmark: _Toc24360460][bookmark: c20]20.	God’s Plans for His People
God has wonderful plans and purposes for his people. Many of these concern the work he does through his people, with his incomparably great power. As this chapter shows, God promises to fulfill these plans and purposes – equipping and guiding his people accordingly.
[bookmark: _Toc6921624][bookmark: _Toc24360461][bookmark: h4_0064]Basics
[bookmark: _Toc24360462][bookmark: c20I_Plans_PlansForPeople]God has plans and purposes for his people
[bookmark: r_19Psalms_040_005B_1][David, to God:]  You have made many wonderful plans for us. I could never speak of them all—their number is so great!   Psalms 40:5b gnt
[bookmark: r_44Acts_13_36_1]For David, after he had served God’s purpose in his own generation, died and was laid to rest with his ancestors, and so he experienced decay.   Acts 13:36 isv
[bookmark: _Toc24360463][bookmark: c20I_XPlans_GodsPeoplesTROUBLE]In spite of their troubles, God will fulfill his purposes for them
[bookmark: r_19Psalms_138_007__08A_1][David:]  Though I walk straight into trouble, you [God] preserve my life, stretching out your hand to fight the vehemence of my enemies, and your right hand delivers me. 8The Lord will complete what his purpose is for me.   Psalms 138:7-8a isv
[bookmark: r_24Jeremiah_29_10__11_1]For the Lord says, ‘Only when the seventy years of Babylonian rule are over will I again take up consideration for you. Then I will fulfill my gracious promise to you and restore you to your homeland. 11For I know what I have planned for you,’ says the Lord. ‘I have plans to prosper you, not to harm you. I have plans to give you a future filled with hope.   Jeremiah 29:10-11 net
Despite his people’s exile in Babylon and the apparent decimation of Israel as a nation, God would fulfill his promise and plans for them.
[bookmark: _Toc6921625][bookmark: _Toc24360464][bookmark: h4_0065]God’s Work for His People to Do
[bookmark: _Toc24360465]God’s plans for his people include work for them to do
[bookmark: r_49Ephesians_02_10_1][Paul, to believers:]  God has made us what we are. He has created us in Christ Jesus to live lives filled with good works that he has prepared for us to do.   Ephesians 2:10 gw
[bookmark: _Toc24360466]God makes them willing and able to do his work
[bookmark: r_50Philippians_02_13_1][Paul, to believers:]  God is working in you to make you willing and able to obey him.   Philippians 2:13 cev
[bookmark: _Toc24360467][bookmark: c20I_XEmpowers_GPowerIsGreat][bookmark: c20I_Plans_Empowers]God has great power for his people in doing his work
[bookmark: r_44Acts_04_33_1]With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and abundant grace was on them all.   Acts 4:33 isv
[bookmark: _Toc6921626][bookmark: _Toc24360468][bookmark: h4_0066][bookmark: c20I_Plans_Guides]God’s Guidance of His People
[bookmark: _Toc24360469]God guides his people always
[bookmark: r_23Isaiah_58_11A_1][God, to his people:]  The LORD will continually guide you and satisfy you even in sun-baked places.   Isaiah 58:11a gw
Note that the Bible speaks of God guiding his people in fulfilling his plans and purposes for them. More particularly, it tells of God guiding them in: living righteous lives; doing his work; and making choices in other matters.
[bookmark: _Toc24360470]God guides them in difficult circumstances
[bookmark: r_05Deuteronomy_08_15A_1][Moses, to the Israelites:]  He was the one who led you through that vast and dangerous desert—a thirsty and arid land, with poisonous snakes and scorpions.   Deuteronomy 8:15a gw
[bookmark: r_19Psalms_142_003_1][David:]  When I am ready to give up, he knows what I should do.   Psalms 142:3 gnt
The implication of the second clause is that God not only knows but also guides in what one should do.
Pray for persecuted Christians
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[bookmark: _Toc24360472][bookmark: _Hlk7252621]E.  Relating to God
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[bookmark: _Toc6921628][bookmark: _Toc24360473][bookmark: c21]21.	Being Right with God
In using the expression “right with God”, this chapter has in view being made righteous in God’s eyes, which involves the forgiveness of one’s sins. The following teaching looks at the key issue of getting right with God – and at things to do in association with this.
[bookmark: _Toc6921629][bookmark: _Toc24360474][bookmark: h4_0067]Getting Right with God
[bookmark: _Toc24360475][bookmark: c21I_GetRight_Repentance][bookmark: c21I_XRepentance__TURN_FromSinToGod][bookmark: c21I_GetRight_BeliefInJC]Turn from sin to God and believe in Jesus Christ
[bookmark: r_44Acts_20_21B_1][Paul:]  I gave solemn warning that they should turn from their sins to God and believe in our Lord Jesus.   Acts 20:21b gnt
We need to believe that Jesus is the Son of God – the Christ (or Messiah) who the OT speaks about. We also need to believe that he is the means of forgiveness of sins, with what he accomplished by his death. As such, we are to trust in him for God’s forgiveness of our own sins. In doing so we are forgiven and thus considered righteous by God. In conjunction with this we are granted eternal life.
[bookmark: _Toc24360476][bookmark: c21I_XBeliefInJC__forgivenOfSins][bookmark: c21I_XBeliefInJC__outcomes]Believing in Jesus Christ brings forgiveness of sins
[bookmark: r_44Acts_10_43_1]In addition, all the prophets testify that people who believe in the one named Jesus receive forgiveness for their sins through him.   Acts 10:43 gw
[bookmark: _Toc24360477][bookmark: c21I_XBeliefInJC__eternalLife]Believing in Jesus Christ brings eternal life
[bookmark: r_43John_03_16_2][Jesus:]  For this is the way God loved the world: He gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life.   John 3:16 net
[bookmark: _Toc24360478]We can be sure of God’s forgiveness
[bookmark: r_621_John_01_09_1]But if we confess our sins to God, he can always be trusted to forgive us and take our sins away.   1 John 1:9 cev
[bookmark: _Toc6921630][bookmark: _Toc24360479][bookmark: h4_0068][bookmark: c21II_StayRight_Obey]Do What Is Right
[bookmark: _Ref265740219][bookmark: _Toc24360480][bookmark: c21II_XObey__accompaniesBelief]Obey God, along with believing
[bookmark: r_45Romans_16_26B_1]And by the command of the eternal God it [the message about Christ] is made known to all nations that they might believe and obey.   Romans 16:26b ncv™
Obedience is vital for acting in a way that is consistent with both our belief and being considered righteous by God.
[bookmark: _Toc24360481][bookmark: c21II_XGoodDeeds__trueFaithHasDeeds][bookmark: c21II_StayRight_GoodDeeds]Do good deeds, which are an essential part of true faith
[bookmark: r_59James_02_22_1][bookmark: r_59James_02_26_1]His [Abraham’s] faith and his actions worked together; his faith was made perfect through his actions. … 26So then, as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without actions is dead.   James 2:22, 26 gnt
[bookmark: _Toc6921631][bookmark: _Toc24360482][bookmark: h4_0069][bookmark: c21II_XBySpirit__liveByHS]Live By the Holy Spirit
[bookmark: _Toc24360483][bookmark: c21II_XBYSPIRIT__FREE][bookmark: c21II_XBySpirit__freedomFromLaw]We have been freed from the law to live by the Holy Spirit
[bookmark: r_45Romans_07_06_1][Paul, to believers:]  In the past, the law held us like prisoners, but our old selves died, and we were made free from the law. So now we serve God in a new way with the Spirit, and not in the old way with written rules.   Romans 7:6 ncv™
Through what Jesus Christ has accomplished, God’s people have been freed from the Mosaic Law as the means of being right with him. We are instead to live by his Spirit.
Living by the Holy Spirit involves: being both alert to and responsive to the Spirit’s guidance; and relying on the Spirit’s power, to help us and change us. Along with this, our minds should be focused on things of the Spirit (cf. Romans 8:5 below).
[bookmark: _Toc24360484][bookmark: c21II_XBySpirit__sinfulNature]Instead of living by sinful human nature, live by the Holy Spirit
[bookmark: r_45Romans_08_04B__05_1][Paul, to believers:]  Now we do not live following our sinful selves, but we live following the Spirit. 5Those who live following their sinful selves think only about things that their sinful selves want. But those who live following the Spirit are thinking about the things the Spirit wants them to do.   Romans 8:4b-5 ncv™
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[bookmark: c21I_GetRight_Assurance]

[bookmark: _Toc6921632][bookmark: _Toc24360485][bookmark: c22I_Faith][bookmark: c22]22.	Having Faith in God
Faith in God is absolutely fundamental to the Christian life. We in fact need to continually live by faith, doing so in all areas of our lives. The verses in this chapter give astute guidance on this critical subject.
[bookmark: _Toc6921633][bookmark: _Toc24360486][bookmark: h4_0070][bookmark: c22I_Faith_WhatItInvolves]What Faith Is
[bookmark: _Toc24360487][bookmark: c22I_Faith__involves_believingInGod]Faith involves believing in God
[bookmark: r_601_Peter_01_21_1][Peter, to believers:]  Through Christ you believe in God, who raised Christ from the dead and gave him glory. So your faith and your hope are in God.   1 Peter 1:21 ncv™
[bookmark: _Ref143066141]This links belief with faith (and hope). As such, it reflects that having faith in God involves believing in him. Such belief includes believing what he says.
[bookmark: _Toc24360488][bookmark: c22I_Faith__involves_trustingInG]We must also trust in God
[bookmark: r_20Proverbs_03_05_1]Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not rely on your own understanding.   Proverbs 3:5 net
Trusting in God is a key part of having faith in God. Having faith in God can be defined as believing and trusting God. For we are to believe in God and what he says, and also confidently trust in him and what he says in regard to our own lives. One could say having faith means that: in our minds we are to believe and in our hearts we are to trust.
[bookmark: _Hlk23749106][bookmark: _Toc24360489][bookmark: c22I_Hope][bookmark: c22I_Hope_Importance__VitalForFaith]Faith is based on what we hope for
[bookmark: r_51Colossians_01_05_1][Paul, to the Colossian believers:] When the true message, the Good News, first came to you, you heard about the hope it offers. So your faith and love are based on what you hope for, which is kept safe for you in heaven.   Colossians 1:5 gnt
[bookmark: r_58Hebrews_11_01_1]Now faith is being sure of what we hope for, being convinced of what we do not see.   Hebrews 11:1 net
The hope Christians have is not a groundless longing, but a confident assurance.
[bookmark: _Toc6921634][bookmark: _Toc24360490][bookmark: h4_0071]What to Have Faith For
[bookmark: _Toc24360491]Have faith that God will fulfill what he promises
[bookmark: r_44Acts_27_22__25_1][Paul, to men sailing on a ship with him in a bad storm:]  For last night an angel of the God to whom I belong and whom I serve came to me 24and said, ‘Do not be afraid, Paul! You must stand before Caesar, and God has graciously granted you the safety of all who are sailing with you.’ 25Therefore keep up your courage, men, for I have faith in God that it will be just as I have been told.   Acts 27:23-25 net
[bookmark: _Toc24360492][bookmark: c22I_Faith__GWillCAREForYou]Have faith that God will care for you
[bookmark: r_58Hebrews_11_32__34_1]Through faith they conquered kingdoms, administered justice, received promises, shut the mouths of lions, 34put out raging fires, escaped death by the sword, found strength in weakness, became powerful in battle, and routed foreign armies.   Hebrews 11:33-34 isv
Various people of God are spoken of here as having faith that God would take care of them when facing very difficult circumstances.
[bookmark: _Toc24360493][bookmark: c22I_Faith__thatGodWillDoWhatASK]Have faith that God will do what you ask
[bookmark: r_19Psalms_005_003_1][David:]  Lord, in the morning you will hear me; in the morning I will present my case to you and then wait expectantly for an answer.   Psalms 5:3 net
[bookmark: _Toc6921635][bookmark: _Toc24360494][bookmark: h4_0072]What Not to Do
[bookmark: _Toc24360495][bookmark: c22II_DoNotFear]Do not be afraid
[bookmark: r_19Psalms_056_003__004_1][David:]  When I am afraid, I will trust you. 4I praise God for his word. I trust God, so I am not afraid. What can human beings do to me?   Psalms 56:3-4 ncv™
[bookmark: _Toc24360496][bookmark: c22II_DoNotWorry]Do not worry
[bookmark: r_50Philippians_04_06__07_2]Never worry about anything. But in every situation let God know what you need in prayers and requests while giving thanks. 7Then God’s peace, which goes beyond anything we can imagine, will guard your thoughts and emotions through Christ Jesus.   Philippians 4:6-7 gw
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[bookmark: _Toc6921636][bookmark: _Toc24360497][bookmark: c23]23.	Loving, Fearing and Obeying God
Love and fear are arguably the two prime emotions or attitudes that we should have towards God. Love and fear of God are both closely associated with obeying him. They are very strong, compelling emotions and provide the primary emotional motivation for obeying God (cf. Deuteronomy 10:12-13). Their importance is underlined by the fact that obeying God ought to be a constant aim of every Christian.
[bookmark: _Toc6921637][bookmark: _Toc24360498][bookmark: h4_0073][bookmark: c23I_LoveGod]Love God
[bookmark: _Toc24360499][bookmark: c23I_LoveGod_Importance]Love God with all your heart – which is most important
[bookmark: r_40Matthew_22_37__40_1]Jesus answered: Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, and mind. 38This is the first and most important commandment. 39The second most important commandment is like this one. And it is, “Love others as much as you love yourself.” 40All the Law of Moses and the Books of the Prophets are based on these two commandments.   Matthew 22:37-40 cev
[bookmark: _Toc24360500][bookmark: c23I_LoveGod__obedienceShowsLoveForGod]Love for God is shown by obeying him
[bookmark: r_621_John_05_03_1]We show our love for God by obeying his commandments, and they are not hard to follow.   1 John 5:3 cev
[bookmark: _Toc6921638][bookmark: _Toc24360501][bookmark: h4_0074][bookmark: c23I_FearGod]Fear God
[bookmark: _Toc24360502][bookmark: c23I_FearGod__dontFearPeople]Fear God and nothing else
[bookmark: r_23Isaiah_08_12B__13_1][God, to Isaiah:]  Don’t be afraid of what they [other people] fear; do not dread those things. 13But remember that the Lord All-Powerful is holy. He is the one you should fear; he is the one you should dread.   Isaiah 8:12b-13 ncv™
[bookmark: _Toc24360503][bookmark: c23I_FearGod__dontFearGsPunishment]God’s people should not live in fear of his punishment
[bookmark: r_621_John_04_16B__18_1][John, to believers:]  God is love, and those who live in love live in union with God and God lives in union with them. 17Love is made perfect in us in order that we may have courage on Judgment Day; and we will have it because our life in this world is the same as Christ’s. 18There is no fear in love; perfect love drives out all fear. So then, love has not been made perfect in anyone who is afraid, because fear has to do with punishment.   1 John 4:16b-18 gnt
Knowing and expressing the love of God drives out fear of punishment from God (v. 18).
[bookmark: _Toc24360504][bookmark: c23I_XGodliness__obedience]Fearing God is closely associated with obeying him
[bookmark: r_21Ecclesiastes_12_13_1][A wise teacher:]  Fear God and keep his commandments, because this is the whole duty of man.   Ecclesiastes 12:13b net
[bookmark: _Toc6921639][bookmark: _Toc24360505][bookmark: h4_0075][bookmark: c23II_ObeyGod]Obey God
[bookmark: _Toc24360506][bookmark: c23II_ObeyGod__obeyGsWord]Obey God’s word
[bookmark: r_42Luke_11_28B_1]“Rather, how blessed are those who hear God’s word and obey it!”   Luke 11:28b isv
[bookmark: _Toc24360507]Persistently read God’s word
[bookmark: r_05Deuteronomy_17_19A_1]He should keep it [a copy of God’s teachings] with him all the time and read from it every day of his life.   Deuteronomy 17:19a ncv™
[bookmark: _Toc6921640][bookmark: _Toc24360508][bookmark: h4_0076][bookmark: c23II_ObeyGod_FollowJC]Follow Jesus Christ
[bookmark: _Toc24360509]Follow Jesus Christ
[bookmark: r_41Mark_08_34_1]Jesus then told the crowd and the disciples to come closer, and he said: If any of you want to be my followers, you must forget about yourself. You must take up your cross and follow me.   Mark 8:34 cev
In order to follow Jesus, we must set aside our own desires, no longer having ourselves as the focus of our lives. To “take up your cross” implies a willingness to bear any cost.
[bookmark: _Toc24360510][bookmark: c23II_XFollowJC__makeJCYourLord]Make Jesus Christ your Lord
[bookmark: r_601_Peter_03_15A_1]Honor Christ and let him be the Lord of your life.   1 Peter 3:15a cev
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[bookmark: _Toc6921641][bookmark: _Toc24360511][bookmark: c24]24.	Connecting with God
This chapter looks at how believers can get close to God, even knowing him. It then discusses the key topic of prayer – the prime means of communicating with God.
[bookmark: _Toc6921642][bookmark: _Toc24360512][bookmark: h4_0077][bookmark: c24I_SeekGod]Seeking God
[bookmark: _Toc24360513][bookmark: c24I_SeekGod__withAllYourHeart]Seek God with all your heart
[bookmark: r_131_Chronicles_22_19A_1]Now seek the Lord your God wholeheartedly and with your entire being!   1 Chronicles 22:19a net
[bookmark: _Toc24360514][bookmark: c24I_FocusOnGod]Persistently focus on God
[bookmark: r_19Psalms_063_006_1][David, to God:]  I remember you while I’m lying in bed; I think about you through the night.   Psalms 63:6 ncv™
[bookmark: _Toc6921643][bookmark: _Toc24360515][bookmark: h4_0078]Praying to God
[bookmark: _Toc24360516][bookmark: c24II_XBeforeGod__GAsCaringFather]Pray to God as a caring father
[bookmark: r_40Matthew_06_09_1]Therefore, this is how you should pray: ‘Our Father in heaven, may your name be kept holy.   Matthew 6:9 isv
[bookmark: r_40Matthew_07_11_1][Jesus, to a crowd:] Bad as you are, you know how to give good things to your children. How much more, then, will your Father in heaven give good things to those who ask him!   Matthew 7:11 gnt
Having a holy and loving Father in heaven should inspire us to make requests of him, doing so in awareness of him being such a Father.
[bookmark: _Toc24360517][bookmark: c24II_XBeforeGod__prayInTheHS]Pray in the Holy Spirit
[bookmark: r_65Jude_01_20B_1][Jude, to believers:]  Pray in the Holy Spirit, …   Jude 1:20b isv
Having the Holy Spirit, believers are to pray “in the Holy Spirit”. As such we are to consciously rely on the Holy Spirit’s help in our prayers.
[bookmark: _Toc6921644][bookmark: _Toc24360518][bookmark: h4_0079][bookmark: _Ref368731609][bookmark: c24II_Prayer_Requests]How to Make Requests
[bookmark: _Toc24360519][bookmark: c24II_XRequests__inJCsName]Ask for things in Jesus Christ’s “name”
[bookmark: r_43John_16_26_1][Jesus, to his disciples:]  In that day you will ask the Father for things in my name. I mean, I will not need to ask the Father for you.   John 16:26 ncv™
To ask in Jesus Christ’s “name” is to do so in accordance with all that his name signifies. It is prayer that is consistent with Jesus Christ himself and his purposes – and made on his authority.
[bookmark: _Toc24360520][bookmark: c24II_XRequests__AskEarnestly][bookmark: c24II_XRequests__AskPersistently]Ask earnestly and persistently
[bookmark: r_19Psalms_119_0145A_1]I cried out with all my heart, “Answer me, O Lord!   Psalms 119:145a net
[bookmark: r_42Luke_18_01_1]Jesus told his disciples a story about how they should keep on praying and never give up: …   Luke 18:1 cev
[bookmark: _Toc24360521][bookmark: c24II_XRequests__BelieveDontDoubt]Believe that what you ask will be granted
[bookmark: r_40Matthew_21_22_1]If you believe, you will receive whatever you ask for in prayer.   Matthew 21:22 gnt
Belief in prayer involves an understanding of God’s will and genuinely trusting in God to fulfill his will.
[bookmark: _Toc6921645][bookmark: _Toc24360522][bookmark: h4_0080][bookmark: c24II_Prayer_GodResponse]God’s Response to Requests
[bookmark: _Toc24360523][bookmark: c24II_XGodResponse__answersWhoObeys]God answers those who obey and please him
[bookmark: r_621_John_03_22_1][John, to believers:]  And God gives us what we ask for because we obey God’s commands and do what pleases him.   1 John 3:22 ncv™
[bookmark: _Toc24360524][bookmark: c24II_XGodResponse__reGsWILL]God grants anything that is in accordance with his will
[bookmark: r_621_John_05_14__15_1][John, to believers:]  We have courage in God’s presence, because we are sure that he hears us if we ask him for anything that is according to his will. 15He hears us whenever we ask him; and since we know this is true, we know also that he gives us what we ask from him.   1 John 5:14-15 gnt
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[bookmark: _Toc6921646][bookmark: _Toc24360525][bookmark: c25]25.	Exalting God
We exalt God by doing such things as glorifying, praising and thanking him. Exalting God is a very common theme in the Bible and – as this chapter shows – should also be a very prominent part of our lives.
[bookmark: _Toc6921647][bookmark: _Toc24360526][bookmark: h4_0081][bookmark: c25I_GlorifyHonor]Glorify God by Your Actions
[bookmark: _Toc24360527]Glorify God by how you live
[bookmark: r_461_Corinthians_10_31_1]So whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do everything for the glory of God.   1 Corinthians 10:31 net
God’s people are identified with him and so their lives are in a sense a reflection on God. Thus they should seek to do everything in a way that will bring glory to God.
[bookmark: _Toc24360528][bookmark: c25I_DoNotDishonor]Do not dishonor God by your actions
[bookmark: r_20Proverbs_30_09B_1][Agur:] But if I am poor, I might steal and bring disgrace on my God.   Proverbs 30:9b gnt
[bookmark: _Toc6921648][bookmark: _Toc24360529][bookmark: h4_0082][bookmark: c25I_PraiseThank]Praise and Thank God
[bookmark: _Toc24360530]Praise God constantly
[bookmark: r_58Hebrews_13_15_1]Through him [Jesus Christ] then let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our lips, acknowledging his name.   Hebrews 13:15 net
[bookmark: r_19Psalms_034_001_1][David:]  I will praise the Lord at all times; my mouth will continually praise him.   Psalms 34:1 net
[bookmark: _Toc24360531]Give thanks to God always
[bookmark: r_49Ephesians_05_20_1]Always give thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.   Ephesians 5:20 ncv™
[bookmark: r_521_Thessalonians_05_18_1]… give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.   1 Thessalonians 5:18 esv
[bookmark: _Toc6921649][bookmark: _Toc24360532][bookmark: h4_0083][bookmark: c25II_Exalt_Reasons]Reasons to Praise God
[bookmark: _Toc24360533][bookmark: c25II_XReasons__greatness]Praise God because of his greatness
[bookmark: r_05Deuteronomy_32_03B_1]Praise God because he is great!   Deuteronomy 32:3b ncv™
[bookmark: _Toc24360534][bookmark: c25II_XReasons__faithfulness][bookmark: c25II_XReasons__love]Praise God for his love and faithfulness
[bookmark: r_19Psalms_057_009B__10_1][David, to God:]  I will sing praises to you before foreigners! 10For your loyal love extends beyond the sky, and your faithfulness reaches the clouds.   Psalms 57:9b-10 net
[bookmark: _Toc24360535][bookmark: c25IIabcd_XReasons__creativeWork][bookmark: c25II_XReasons__deeds]Praise God for his creative work
[bookmark: r_66Revelation_04_11_1]“Our Lord and God, you deserve to receive glory, honor, and power because you created everything. Everything came into existence and was created because of your will.”   Revelation 4:11 gw
[bookmark: _Toc24360536][bookmark: c25II_XReasons__salvationThruJCBles]Praise God for his salvation through Jesus Christ
[bookmark: r_42Luke_01_68__69_1][Zechariah, speaking of the salvation that would come through Jesus:]  Praise the Lord, the God of Israel! He has come to save his people. 69Our God has given us a mighty Savior from the family of David his servant.   Luke 1:68-69 cev
[bookmark: _Toc6921650][bookmark: _Toc24360537][bookmark: h4_0084][bookmark: c25I_Rejoice]Rejoice Before God
[bookmark: _Toc24360538][bookmark: c25I_Rejoice__whenPraise]Rejoice when giving praise and thanks to God
[bookmark: r_19Psalms_068_004_1]Sing to God! Sing praises to his name! Exalt the one who rides on the clouds! For the Lord is his name! Rejoice before him!   Psalms 68:4 net
[bookmark: r_19Psalms_097_012_1]You godly ones, rejoice in the Lord! Give thanks to his holy name.   Psalms 97:12 net
[bookmark: _Toc24360539]Rejoice in God always
[bookmark: r_50Philippians_04_04_1][Paul, to believers:]  May you always be joyful in your union with the Lord [Jesus]. I say it again: rejoice!   Philippians 4:4 gnt
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[bookmark: _Toc24360540][bookmark: _Hlk7252631]F.  Church Life
Unit F
Church Life





[bookmark: _Toc6921652][bookmark: _Toc24360541][bookmark: c26]26.	Being One Body
The New Testament deals extensively with how we should relate to other Christians and with issues vital for the life of the church. The topics in this chapter are amongst the most prominent themes.
[bookmark: _Toc6921653][bookmark: _Toc24360542][bookmark: h4_0085]Be One Body
[bookmark: _Toc24360543][bookmark: c26I_XAsOneBody__theBodyOfChrist]Church members form one body – the body of Christ
[bookmark: r_461_Corinthians_12_12_1][bookmark: r_461_Corinthians_12_27_1][Paul, to the Corinthian church:] A person’s body is only one thing, but it has many parts. Though there are many parts to a body, all those parts make only one body. Christ is like that also. … 27Together you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of that body.   1 Corinthians 12:12, 27 ncv™
The term “the body of Christ” figuratively depicts the spiritual union of Jesus Christ with his people. Moreover, it points to the unity Jesus Christ’s people have together in their relationship with him.
While the worldwide church is the whole “body of Christ”, each local church is a form of “the body of Christ”. And in each case the many members together make one body.
[bookmark: _Toc24360544][bookmark: c26I_Church_Unison]Be united as one
[bookmark: r_44Acts_04_32_1]Now the whole group of believers was one in heart and soul, and nobody called any of his possessions his own. Instead, they shared everything they owned.   Acts 4:32 isv
[bookmark: _Toc24360545]Be at peace with each other
[bookmark: r_521_Thessalonians_05_13B_1][bookmark: _Hlk3454694][Paul, to the church in Thessalonica:] Be at peace among yourselves.   1 Thessalonians 5:13b isv
[bookmark: _Toc24360546]Submit to one another
[bookmark: r_49Ephesians_05_21_1][Paul, to the church in Ephesus:] Submit yourselves to one another because of your reverence for Christ.   Ephesians 5:21 gnt
[bookmark: _Toc6921654][bookmark: _Toc24360547][bookmark: h4_0086]Do Things Together
[bookmark: _Toc24360548][bookmark: c26I_XAsOneBody__meetTogether]Meet together with other believers
[bookmark: r_58Hebrews_10_25A_1]Let us not give up the habit of meeting together, as some are doing.   Hebrews 10:25a gnt
[bookmark: _Toc24360549][bookmark: c26I_XFellowship__ParticipateInChurchAc]Participate together in church activities
[bookmark: r_44Acts_01_14_1]They [the disciples] gathered frequently to pray as a group, together with the women and with Mary the mother of Jesus and with his brothers.   Acts 1:14 gnt
[bookmark: r_461_Corinthians_16_15B__16_1][Paul, to the church in Corinth:]  My friends, I ask you 16to obey leaders like them and to do the same for all others who work hard with you.   1 Corinthians 16:15b-16 cev
Church members should participate together in God’s work, cooperating with each other.
[bookmark: _Toc6921655][bookmark: _Toc24360550][bookmark: h4_0087][bookmark: _Ref368731342][bookmark: c26I_Love_EachOther][bookmark: c26I_Love_How]Love and Care for Each Other
[bookmark: _Toc24360551][bookmark: c26I_Love_How__JCLove_layDownHisLife]Love each other as Jesus Christ loved us, even dying for us
[bookmark: r_43John_15_12__13_1][Jesus:]  This is my command: Love each other as I have loved you. 13The greatest love a person can show is to die for his friends.   John 15:12-13 ncv™
[bookmark: _Toc24360552][bookmark: c26II_Care_Prayer]Pray constantly for each other
[bookmark: r_49Ephesians_06_18_1]Never stop praying, especially for others. Always pray by the power of the Spirit. Stay alert and keep praying for God’s people.   Ephesians 6:18 cev
[bookmark: _Toc24360553][bookmark: c26II_Care_Help]Help each other
[bookmark: r_48Galatians_06_02_1][The writer, to believers:]  Carry one another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.   Galatians 6:2 net
[bookmark: r_58Hebrews_06_10A_1]God is always fair. He will remember how you helped his people in the past and how you are still helping them.   Hebrews 6:10a cev
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[bookmark: _Toc6921656][bookmark: _Toc24360554][bookmark: c27I_Worship][bookmark: c27]27.	Worshiping God
Worship of God involves honoring him, recognizing his worthiness. As such it includes acknowledging God’s divine characteristics and wonderful deeds.
Worship is done directly through praise and thanksgiving – and by making offerings to God (giving to him from what we have). It is carried out both in church groups and privately.
[bookmark: _Toc6921657][bookmark: _Toc24360555][bookmark: h4_0088]Basics
[bookmark: _Toc24360556]We must worship God – and God alone
[bookmark: r_02Exodus_23_25A_1][God:]  Worship only me, the Lord your God!   Exodus 23:25a cev
[bookmark: r_27Daniel_03_28_1]Nebuchadnezzar said, “Praise the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. He sent his angel and saved his servants, who trusted him. They disobeyed the king and risked their lives so that they would not have to honor or worship any god except their own God.   Daniel 3:28 gw
[bookmark: _Toc24360557][bookmark: c27II_Offerings_Righteousness][bookmark: c27I_Worship_HowTo]Live righteously in order to acceptably worship God
[bookmark: r_30Amos_05_07B_1][bookmark: r_30Amos_05_21__24_1][God, to ungodly people in Israel:]  You twist the truth and stomp on justice. … 21I, the Lord, hate and despise your religious celebrations and your times of worship. 22I won’t accept your offerings or animal sacrifices— not even your very best. 23No more of your noisy songs! I won’t listen when you play your harps. 24But let justice and fairness flow like a river that never runs dry.   Amos 5:7b, 21-24 cev
[bookmark: _Toc6921658][bookmark: _Toc24360558][bookmark: h4_0089]How to Worship God
[bookmark: _Toc24360559]Worship God in spirit
[bookmark: r_43John_04_23__24_1][Jesus:]  But a time is coming — and now is here — when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such people to be his worshipers. 24God is spirit, and the people who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.   John 4:23-24 cev
To worship “in spirit” is primarily an inward activity, rather than being centered on the performing of ceremonial acts (which was such a main part of OT worship). It involves our spirit – and thus our mind and will.
[bookmark: _Toc24360560][bookmark: c27I_Worship__inReverenceAwe]Worship God with reverence and awe
[bookmark: r_58Hebrews_12_28B__29_1][The writer, to believers:]  Let us be grateful and worship God in a way that will please him, with reverence and awe; 29because our God is indeed a destroying fire.   Hebrews 12:28b-29 gnt
[bookmark: _Toc6921659][bookmark: _Toc24360561][bookmark: h4_0090][bookmark: c27I_Worship_Together]Worshiping Together
[bookmark: _Toc24360562]Join with fellow believers in worshiping God
[bookmark: r_19Psalms_095_006_1][A call to fellow Israelites:] Come! Let’s bow down and worship! Let’s kneel before the Lord, our creator!   Psalms 95:6 net
[bookmark: _Toc24360563][bookmark: c27I_Worship__withPraise][bookmark: c27I_Worship__withThanksgiving][bookmark: c27I_XTogether__praiseThanksgiving]Offer praise and thanksgiving together
[bookmark: r_15Ezra_03_11_1]They [Israelites] praised the Lord and gave thanks as they took turns singing: “The Lord is good! His faithful love for Israel will last forever.” Everyone started shouting and praising the Lord because work on the foundation of the temple had begun.   Ezra 3:11 cev
[bookmark: _Toc6921660][bookmark: _Toc24360564][bookmark: h4_0091]Offerings
[bookmark: _Toc24360565]We are also to worship God with offerings
[bookmark: r_131_Chronicles_16_29_1]He [God] is wonderful! Praise him and bring an offering into his temple. Worship the Lord, majestic and holy.   1 Chronicles 16:29 cev
[bookmark: _Toc24360566][bookmark: c27II_XInstructions__willingly][bookmark: c27II_Offerings_Instructions]Give willingly
[bookmark: r_472_Corinthians_09_07_1][Paul, to believers:]  Each one of you should give just as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, because God loves a cheerful giver.   2 Corinthians 9:7 net
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[bookmark: _Toc6921661][bookmark: _Toc24360567][bookmark: c28]28.	Serving God
The lives of each of God’s people ought to be devoted to serving him. As this chapter shows, in serving God we need to rely on him and make use of the extraordinary spiritual gifts that he gives his people.
[bookmark: _Toc6921662][bookmark: _Toc24360568][bookmark: h4_0092][bookmark: c28I_ServingGod_Devotion]Devotion to God’s Service
[bookmark: _Toc24360569]Be devoted to God’s work
[bookmark: r_461_Corinthians_15_58B_1]Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your work in the Lord is never wasted.   1 Corinthians 15:58b ncv™
[bookmark: _Toc24360570]Serve only God
[bookmark: r_40Matthew_04_10_1]Then Jesus said to him, “Go away, Satan! Because it is written, ‘You must worship the Lord your God and serve only him.’”   Matthew 4:10 isv
[bookmark: _Toc6921663][bookmark: _Toc24360571][bookmark: h4_0093][bookmark: c28II_ServingGod_DoingWork]How to Serve God
[bookmark: _Toc24360572][bookmark: c28II_XDoingWork__bearFruit]Do quality work that bears “fruit” – “fruit” that will last
[bookmark: r_43John_15_16B_1][Jesus, to his disciples:]  And I gave you this work: to go and produce fruit, fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you anything you ask for in my name.   John 15:16b ncv™
Here “fruit” likely refers to spiritual outcomes of quality work for God’s kingdom.
[bookmark: _Toc24360573][bookmark: c28II_XDoingWork__PRAYForHelpInWork][bookmark: c28II_XDoingWork__withGsHelp]Pray to God for help in the work
[bookmark: r_44Acts_04_29__31_1][The believers, praying:]  Lord, listen to their threats! We are your servants. So make us brave enough to speak your message. 30Show your mighty power, as we heal people and work miracles and wonders in the name of your holy Servant Jesus. 31After they had prayed, the meeting place shook. They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and bravely spoke God’s message.   Acts 4:29-31 cev
[bookmark: _Toc6921664][bookmark: _Toc24360574][bookmark: h4_0094][bookmark: c28II_SpiritualGifts]Spiritual Gifts
[bookmark: _Toc24360575][bookmark: c28II_SpiritualGifts__GGivesThruHS]God gives believers a spiritual gift, through the Holy Spirit
[bookmark: r_461_Corinthians_12_07__10_1]Something from the Spirit can be seen in each person, for the common good. 8The Spirit gives one person the ability to speak with wisdom, and the same Spirit gives another the ability to speak with knowledge. 9The same Spirit gives faith to one person. And, to another, that one Spirit gives gifts of healing. 10The Spirit gives to another person the power to do miracles, to another the ability to prophesy. And he gives to another the ability to know the difference between good and evil spirits. The Spirit gives one person the ability to speak in different kinds of languages and to another the ability to interpret those languages.   1 Corinthians 12:7-10 ncv™
[bookmark: _Toc24360576][bookmark: c28II_SpiritualGifts__toBuildUpChurch]Use your spiritual gift to build up the church
[bookmark: r_49Ephesians_04_11__12_1]It was he [Christ] who “gave gifts”; he appointed some to be apostles, others to be prophets, others to be evangelists, others to be pastors and teachers. 12He did this to prepare all God’s people for the work of Christian service, in order to build up the body of Christ.   Ephesians 4:11-12 gnt
[bookmark: _Toc6921665][bookmark: _Toc24360577][bookmark: h4_0095][bookmark: c28I_XGuidance__receiving]Being Guided by God
[bookmark: _Toc24360578][bookmark: c28I_XPrepare__godliness]To be guided by God, live a godly life
[bookmark: r_23Isaiah_58_09B__11A_1][God:]  If you put an end to oppression, to every gesture of contempt, and to every evil word; 10if you give food to the hungry and satisfy those who are in need, then the darkness around you will turn to the brightness of noon. 11And I will always guide you and satisfy you with good things.   Isaiah 58:9b-11a gnt
[bookmark: _Toc24360579][bookmark: c28I_XGuidance__pray][bookmark: _Hlk23749739]Ask God to guide you (as in troubled times)
[bookmark: r_19Psalms_031_003_1][David, to God:]  Indeed, you are my rock and my fortress. For the sake of your name, lead me and guide me.   Psalms 31:3 gw
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[bookmark: _Toc6921666][bookmark: _Toc24360580][bookmark: c29]29.	Significant Practices
It is important for each Christian to understand all significant church practices. Prominent amongst these are baptism, the Lord’s Supper, confessing Jesus Christ and observing the Sabbath day of rest.
[bookmark: _Toc6921667][bookmark: _Toc24360581][bookmark: h4_0096][bookmark: c29I_Baptism]Baptism
[bookmark: _Toc24360582][bookmark: c29I_Baptism__inJCsName]God’s people are baptized in (or into) the “name” of Jesus
[bookmark: r_44Acts_19_05_1]On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.   Acts 19:5 isv
By being baptized in or into the “name” of Jesus Christ, a person declares their identification and relationship with Jesus Christ – and also their commitment to him.
[bookmark: _Toc24360583][bookmark: c29I_Baptism__signifiesBelief]Baptism signifies belief
[bookmark: r_44Acts_08_12_1]But when they believed what Philip was saying about God’s kingdom and about the name of Jesus Christ, they were all baptized.   Acts 8:12 cev
[bookmark: _Toc24360584][bookmark: c29I_Baptism__signifiesWashingAwaySins]Baptism signifies the washing away of sins
[bookmark: r_44Acts_22_16B_1][Ananias, to Saul:]  Get up, be baptized, and wash your sins away, trusting in him to save you.   Acts 22:16b ncv™
[bookmark: _Toc6921668][bookmark: _Toc24360585][bookmark: h4_0097][bookmark: c29I_LordsSupper]The Lord’s Supper
[bookmark: _Toc24360586][bookmark: c29I_LordsSupper__remembranceOfJCDeath]Observe the Lord’s Supper
[bookmark: r_461_Corinthians_11_23__25_1][Paul, to believers:]  For I received from the Lord the teaching that I passed on to you: that the Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took a piece of bread, 24gave thanks to God, broke it, and said, “This is my body, which is for you. Do this in memory of me.” 25In the same way, after the supper he took the cup and said, “This cup is God’s new covenant, sealed with my blood. Whenever you drink it, do so in memory of me.”   1 Corinthians 11:23-25 gnt
The Lord’s Supper symbolizes and remembers Jesus Christ’s death for us. The breaking of the bread symbolizes the breaking of his body, and the pouring out of the wine symbolizes the pouring out of his blood – for the forgiveness of our sins.
[bookmark: _Toc6921669][bookmark: _Toc24360587][bookmark: h4_0098][bookmark: c29II_ConfessingJC]Confessing Jesus Christ
[bookmark: _Toc24360588]Confess (or acknowledge) Jesus Christ, before others
[bookmark: r_42Luke_12_08_1][Jesus:]  But I tell you, the Son of Man will acknowledge before God’s angels everyone who acknowledges me before people.   Luke 12:8 isv
[bookmark: _Toc24360589]Things to confess about Jesus Christ
[bookmark: r_50Philippians_02_11_1]And everyone will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord and bring glory to God the Father.   Philippians 2:11 ncv™
[bookmark: r_621_John_04_15_1]If anyone confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God resides in him and he in God.   1 John 4:15 net
[bookmark: _Toc6921670][bookmark: _Toc24360590][bookmark: h4_0099][bookmark: c29II_Sabbath]The Sabbath
[bookmark: _Toc24360591][bookmark: c29II_Sabbath__holy_KeepHoly][bookmark: c29II_Sabbath__restingOn]The Sabbath is holy – keep it holy by resting on it
[bookmark: r_02Exodus_20_08__11_1][God, to the Israelites:] Remember the Sabbath day to set it apart as holy. 9For six days you may labor and do all your work, 10but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God; on it you shall not do any work, you, or your son, or your daughter, or your male servant, or your female servant, or your cattle, or the resident foreigner who is in your gates. 11For in six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth and the sea and all that is in them, and he rested on the seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and set it apart as holy.   Exodus 20:8-11 net
[bookmark: _Toc24360592]It is permissible to do good things on the Sabbath
[bookmark: r_40Matthew_12_09__13_1]People are worth much more than sheep, and so it is right to do good on the Sabbath.” 13Then Jesus told the man, “Hold out your hand.” The man did, and it became as healthy as the other one.   Matthew 12:12-13 cev
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[bookmark: _Toc6921671][bookmark: _Toc24360593][bookmark: c30]30.	Church Leadership
For a church to function effectively it is critical that leaders know and do what is required of them. It is also important for church members to know what they should expect of leaders – and how to support them.
[bookmark: _Toc6921672][bookmark: _Toc24360594][bookmark: h4_0100][bookmark: c30I_Leadership_relatingToMembers]Leading the Church
[bookmark: _Toc24360595]Provide good leadership
[bookmark: r_541_Timothy_05_17_1]Elders who provide effective leadership must be counted worthy of double honor, especially those who work hard in speaking and teaching.   1 Timothy 5:17 net
[bookmark: _Toc24360596][bookmark: c30I_XManagement__BeGentle][bookmark: c30I_XManagement__useOfAuthority]Be gentle and sparing in the use of authority
[bookmark: r_521_Thessalonians_02_07B_1][Paul, to church members:]  Instead, we were gentle among you, like a nursing mother tenderly caring for her own children.   1 Thessalonians 2:7b isv
[bookmark: r_57Philemon_01_08__9A_1][Paul, to church members:] For this reason, although in the Messiah I have complete freedom to order you to do what is proper, 9I prefer to make my appeal on the basis of love.   Philemon 1:8-9a isv
[bookmark: _Toc24360597][bookmark: c30I_XManagement__BeAnExample]Be an example for others to follow
[bookmark: r_532_Thessalonians_03_07__09_1][Paul, to church members:]  Rather, we wanted to set an example for you to follow.   2 Thessalonians 3:9b gw
[bookmark: _Toc6921673][bookmark: _Toc24360598][bookmark: h4_0101][bookmark: c30I_Leadership_Caring]Caring For Church Members
[bookmark: _Toc24360599][bookmark: c30I_XCaring__PrayForMembers]Pray for church members
[bookmark: r_51Colossians_01_09_1][Paul, to church members:] We have not stopped praying for you since the first day we heard about you. In fact, we always pray that God will show you everything he wants you to do and that you may have all the wisdom and understanding that his Spirit gives.   Colossians 1:9 cev
[bookmark: _Toc24360600][bookmark: c30I_XCaring__StrengthenInTheFaith]Strengthen members in the faith
[bookmark: r_472_Corinthians_12_19B_1][Paul, to church members:]  You are our dear friends, and everything we do is to make you stronger.   2 Corinthians 12:19b ncv™
[bookmark: _Toc24360601][bookmark: c30I_XCaring__WorkHardAtHelping]Work hard at helping church members
[bookmark: r_51Colossians_04_13_1][Paul, speaking to church members of Epaphras:]  For I can testify that he has worked hard for you and for those in Laodicea and Hierapolis.   Colossians 4:13 net
[bookmark: _Toc24360602][bookmark: c30I_XDealWithSin__ConfrontReSin]Confront church members over sin
[bookmark: r_26Ezekiel_16_02_1][God, to Ezekiel:] Son of man, confront Jerusalem with her abominable practices …   Ezekiel 16:2 net
[bookmark: _Toc24360603][bookmark: c30II_Teaching_GodsWord]Teach God’s word to church members
[bookmark: r_44Acts_18_11_1]Paul lived in Corinth for a year and a half and taught the word of God to them.   Acts 18:11 gw
[bookmark: _Toc6921674][bookmark: _Toc24360604][bookmark: h4_0102][bookmark: c30I_Leadership_MembersDuties]Church Members’ Duties to Leaders
[bookmark: _Toc24360605][bookmark: c30I_XMembersDuties__obey]Obey your leaders
[bookmark: r_532_Thessalonians_03_04_1][Paul, to church members:]  He has made us sure that you are obeying what we taught you and that you will keep on obeying.   2 Thessalonians 3:4 cev
[bookmark: _Toc24360606][bookmark: c30I_XMembersDuties__support]Give your leaders material support
[bookmark: r_48Galatians_06_06_1]Those who are being taught the Christian message should share all the good things they have with their teachers.   Galatians 6:6 gnt
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[bookmark: _Toc24360607][bookmark: _Hlk7252641]G.  Relating to People
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[bookmark: _Toc6921676][bookmark: _Toc24360608][bookmark: c31]31.	Love
The importance of love could hardly be more emphatically stated by the Bible. Love should encompass every area of our lives and be the basis of all that we do in relating to people. Other personal qualities reflective of love are also discussed in this chapter.
[bookmark: _Toc6921677][bookmark: _Toc24360609][bookmark: h4_0103][bookmark: c31I_Love]Loving Others
[bookmark: _Toc24360610]What love is
[bookmark: r_461_Corinthians_13_04__07_1]Love is kind and patient, never jealous, boastful, proud, or 5rude. Love isn’t selfish or quick tempered. It doesn’t keep a record of wrongs that others do. 6Love rejoices in the truth, but not in evil. 7Love is always supportive, loyal, hopeful, and trusting.   1 Corinthians 13:4-7 cev
[bookmark: _Toc24360611][bookmark: c31I_Love__LoveneighborSumsUpGsLaw]Love others as you love yourself – which sums up God’s law
[bookmark: r_45Romans_13_08__10_1]Let love be your only debt! If you love others, you have done all that the Law demands. 9In the Law there are many commands, such as, “Be faithful in marriage. Do not murder. Do not steal. Do not want what belongs to others.” But all of these are summed up in the command that says, “Love others as much as you love yourself.” 10No one who loves others will harm them. So love is all that the Law demands.   Romans 13:8-10 cev
The whole moral law – all that involves our relationships with other people – is summed up by the command to love others as ourselves. In doing so, we fulfill or carry out God’s law.
[bookmark: _Toc24360612][bookmark: c31I_Love__enemiesDoGood]Love your enemies and do good to them
[bookmark: r_42Luke_06_27B__28_1][bookmark: r_42Luke_06_31_1]Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. … 31Treat others in the same way that you would want them to treat you.   Luke 6:27b-28, 31 net
[bookmark: _Toc6921678][bookmark: _Toc24360613][bookmark: h4_0104][bookmark: c31I_Mercy]Showing Mercy
[bookmark: _Toc24360614]Show mercy – and God will show you mercy
[bookmark: r_42Luke_06_36_1]Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.   Luke 6:36 isv
[bookmark: r_40Matthew_05_07_1]Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.   Matthew 5:7 net
[bookmark: _Toc24360615][bookmark: c31I_Mercy__ForgiveAndGodForgiveYou][bookmark: c31I_Mercy__ForgiveOthers]Forgive others and God will forgive you
[bookmark: r_40Matthew_06_14__15_1]If you forgive others for the wrongs they do to you, your Father in heaven will forgive you. 15But if you don’t forgive others, your Father will not forgive your sins.   Matthew 6:14-15 cev
[bookmark: _Toc6921679][bookmark: _Toc24360616][bookmark: h4_0105]Further Things to Do
[bookmark: _Toc24360617][bookmark: c31I_Gentleness__BePatient][bookmark: c31I_Gentleness__BeHumble][bookmark: c31I_Gentleness]Be humble, gentle and patient
[bookmark: r_49Ephesians_04_02_1]Be humble and gentle in every way. Be patient with each other and lovingly accept each other.   Ephesians 4:2 gw
[bookmark: _Toc24360618][bookmark: c31I_Generosity__share][bookmark: c31I_Generosity]Be generous and share with others
[bookmark: r_541_Timothy_06_18_1][Paul, telling Timothy what to say to church members:]  Command them to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share with others.   1 Timothy 6:18 gnt
[bookmark: _Toc6921680][bookmark: _Toc24360619][bookmark: h4_0106]Things to Avoid
[bookmark: _Toc24360620][bookmark: c31II_IllFeelings__anger]Avoid anger
[bookmark: r_59James_01_19B__20_1]Do not become angry easily, 20because anger will not help you live the right kind of life God wants.   James 1:19b-20 ncv™
[bookmark: _Toc24360621][bookmark: c31II_IllFeelings__hate]Do not hate
[bookmark: r_03Leviticus_19_17A_1]You must not hate your fellow citizen in your heart.   Leviticus 19:17a ncv™
[bookmark: _Toc24360622][bookmark: c31II_Violence__murder]Do not murder
[bookmark: r_02Exodus_20_13_1]You shall not murder.   Exodus 20:13 isv
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[bookmark: _Toc6921681][bookmark: _Toc24360623][bookmark: c32]32.	Justice
Topics encompassed by the theme of justice together form a very large proportion of what the Bible says about how to relate to other people. Following these teachings involves not only doing what is right ourselves, but also ensuring that others are treated fairly – notably the needy.
[bookmark: _Toc6921682][bookmark: _Toc24360624][bookmark: h4_0107]General
[bookmark: _Toc24360625][bookmark: c32I_Justice_ActJustly]Act justly
[bookmark: r_33Micah_06_08_1]No, the Lord has told us what is good. What he requires of us is this: to do what is just, to show constant love, and to live in humble fellowship with our God.   Micah 6:8 gnt
[bookmark: _Toc24360626]Do what is right
[bookmark: r_23Isaiah_01_17A_1][God:] Learn to do what is right! Promote justice!   Isaiah 1:17a net
[bookmark: r_20Proverbs_21_03_1]Do what is right and fair; that pleases the Lord more than bringing him sacrifices.   Proverbs 21:3 gnt
[bookmark: _Toc24360627][bookmark: C32I_XADMINISTERING__FAVORITISM]Do not show favoritism
[bookmark: r_541_Timothy_05_21_1][Paul, to Timothy:]  Before God and Christ Jesus and the elect angels, I solemnly charge you to carry out these commands without prejudice or favoritism of any kind.   1 Timothy 5:21 net
[bookmark: _Toc6921683][bookmark: _Toc24360628][bookmark: h4_0108][bookmark: c32II_Truthfulness]Honesty
[bookmark: _Toc24360629]Speak the truth
[bookmark: r_38Zechariah_08_16_1]You must do these things: Speak the truth to each other.   Zechariah 8:16 gw
[bookmark: _Toc24360630][bookmark: c32II_Truthfulness__honesty]Act honestly
[bookmark: r_49Ephesians_04_28B_1]Be honest and work hard, so you will have something to give to people in need.   Ephesians 4:28b cev
[bookmark: _Toc24360631][bookmark: c32II_Deceitfulness][bookmark: c32II_Deceitfulness__dontLIE][bookmark: c32II_DishonestGain__stealing]Do not steal, lie or deceive
[bookmark: r_03Leviticus_19_11_1]You must not steal, you must not tell lies, and you must not deal falsely with your fellow citizen.   Leviticus 19:11 net
[bookmark: r_02Exodus_20_16_1]You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.   Exodus 20:16 net
[bookmark: _Toc6921684][bookmark: _Toc24360632][bookmark: h4_0109][bookmark: c32I_Needy_Instructions]Caring For the Needy
[bookmark: _Toc24360633]Defend the cause of the needy
[bookmark: r_19Psalms_082_003__004_1]Defend weak people and orphans. Protect the rights of the oppressed and the poor. 4Rescue weak and needy people. Help them escape the power of wicked people.   Psalms 82:3-4 gw
[bookmark: r_20Proverbs_31_08__09_1]“Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves; defend the rights of all those who have nothing. 9Speak up and judge fairly, and defend the rights of the poor and needy.”   Proverbs 31:8-9 ncv™
[bookmark: _Toc24360634][bookmark: c32I_XInstructions__givingToNeedy]Provide the needy with food and clothing
[bookmark: r_42Luke_03_11_1]John told them, “If you have two coats, give one to someone who doesn’t have any. If you have food, share it with someone else.”   Luke 3:11 cev
[bookmark: r_44Acts_09_36_1][bookmark: r_44Acts_09_39_1]She [Dorcas] spent all her time doing good and helping the poor. … 39So Peter got ready and went with them. When he arrived, he was taken to the room upstairs, where all the widows crowded round him, crying and showing him all the shirts and coats that Dorcas had made while she was alive.   Acts 9:36, 39 gnt
[bookmark: _Toc24360635][bookmark: c32I_XAdministering__foreigners]Treat foreigners the same as your native-born
[bookmark: r_03Leviticus_19_34A_1]The foreigner who resides with you must be to you like a native citizen among you; so you must love him as yourself …   Leviticus 19:34a net
[bookmark: _Toc24360636]Caring for the needy is a vital part of true religion
[bookmark: r_59James_01_27_1]What God the Father considers to be pure and genuine religion is this: to take care of orphans and widows in their suffering and to keep oneself from being corrupted by the world.   James 1:27 gnt
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[bookmark: _Toc6921685][bookmark: _Toc24360637][bookmark: c33]33.	Wisdom
Wisdom is one of the attributes most highly valued in the Bible. Thankfully the Bible says much about how we can gain wisdom. The Bible also contains very astute advice on other topics associated with wisdom, notably speech – a key medium that we use in relating to others.
[bookmark: _Toc6921686][bookmark: _Toc24360638][bookmark: h4_0110][bookmark: c33I_Wisdom_ThruGod]Wisdom through God
[bookmark: _Toc24360639][bookmark: c33I_xThruGod__FearingGIsBeginningofWis]Fearing God is the beginning of wisdom
[bookmark: r_20Proverbs_09_10_1]The beginning of wisdom is to fear the Lord, and acknowledging the Holy One is understanding.   Proverbs 9:10 net
Fearing God is the beginning of wisdom as it leads us to base our thinking and life on God and his teachings or commands – the source of true wisdom for life.
[bookmark: _Toc24360640][bookmark: c33I_xThruGod__askGodForWisdom]Ask God for wisdom
[bookmark: r_59James_01_05A_1][James, to believers:]  If any of you need wisdom, you should ask God, and it will be given to you.   James 1:5a cev
[bookmark: _Toc24360641][bookmark: c33I_xThruGod__ObeyingGsCommandWisdom]Obeying God’s commands brings wisdom
[bookmark: r_19Psalms_119_0100_1][A psalmist, to God:]  I have greater wisdom than those who are old, because I obey your commands.   Psalms 119:100 gnt
[bookmark: _Toc6921687][bookmark: _Toc24360642][bookmark: h4_0111][bookmark: c33I_Wisdom_ThruOthers]Wisdom through Others
[bookmark: _Toc24360643][bookmark: c33I_XThruOthers__instruction]Pay attention to instruction
[bookmark: r_20Proverbs_23_12_1][bookmark: r_20Proverbs_23_19_1][A wise teacher:]  Apply your heart to instruction and your ears to the words of knowledge. … 19Listen, my child, and be wise, and guide your heart on the right way.   Proverbs 23:12, 19 net
[bookmark: _Toc24360644]Take notice of correction
[bookmark: r_20Proverbs_15_32_1]If you refuse to learn, you are hurting yourself. If you accept correction, you will become wiser.   Proverbs 15:32 gnt
[bookmark: _Toc6921688][bookmark: _Toc24360645][bookmark: h4_0112][bookmark: c33I_Speech_Instructions]Wise Speech
[bookmark: _Toc24360646][bookmark: c33I_XInstructions__quickToListen]Be quick to listen and slow to speak
[bookmark: r_59James_01_19_1][James, to believers:]  My dear friends, you should be quick to listen and slow to speak or to get angry.   James 1:19 cev
[bookmark: _Toc24360647]Use few words
[bookmark: r_21Ecclesiastes_06_11A_1]The more we talk, the less sense we make …   Ecclesiastes 6:11a cev
[bookmark: _Toc24360648][bookmark: c33I_XInstructions__graciously]Speak graciously
[bookmark: r_21Ecclesiastes_10_12A_1]The words spoken by the wise are gracious …   Ecclesiastes 10:12a isv
[bookmark: _Toc24360649][bookmark: c33I_XInsights__determinedByHeart]Remember that our words are determined by our “heart”
[bookmark: r_40Matthew_12_34__35_1][Jesus, to the Pharisees:] Offspring of vipers! How are you able to say anything good, since you are evil? For the mouth speaks from what fills the heart. 35The good person brings good things out of his good treasury, and the evil person brings evil things out of his evil treasury.   Matthew 12:34-35 net
In v. 35, “treasury” refers to the thoughts and feelings that people have stored up in their hearts.
[bookmark: _Toc6921689][bookmark: _Toc24360650][bookmark: h4_0113][bookmark: c33IIab_Foolishness]Foolishness
[bookmark: _Toc24360651][bookmark: c33IIab_Foolishness__lackWisdom]Fools spurn and lack wisdom
[bookmark: r_20Proverbs_01_07_1]Fearing the Lord is the beginning of moral knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and instruction.   Proverbs 1:7 net
[bookmark: r_20Proverbs_24_07_1]Wisdom is unattainable for a fool; in court he does not open his mouth.   Proverbs 24:7 net
[bookmark: _Toc24360652][bookmark: c33IIab_Foolishness__sin]Foolishness involves acting contrary to God
[bookmark: r_091_Samuel_13_13_1]Then Samuel said to Saul, “You have acted foolishly. You haven’t obeyed the commandment of the Lord your God, which he commanded you. For then the Lord would have established your kingdom over Israel forever, …   1 Samuel 13:13 isv
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[bookmark: _Toc6921690][bookmark: _Toc24360653][bookmark: c34]34.	Common Relationships
The Bible contains discerning insights and directions regarding our relationships with those who we have the most contact with. As such these teachings are among the ones which are the most often applicable in our lives.
[bookmark: _Toc6921691][bookmark: _Toc24360654][bookmark: h4_0114][bookmark: c34I_Family_Spouses]Spouses
[bookmark: _Toc24360655][bookmark: c34I_XSpouses__HusbandsLove]Husbands should love their wives
[bookmark: r_49Ephesians_05_25_1][bookmark: r_49Ephesians_05_33_1]Husbands, love your wives just as Christ loved the church and gave himself for her … 33Nevertheless, each one of you must also love his own wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect her husband.   Ephesians 5:25, 33 net
[bookmark: _Toc24360656][bookmark: c34I_XSpouses__WivesShouldSubmit]Wives should submit to their husbands
[bookmark: r_49Ephesians_05_22__24_1]Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord.   Ephesians 5:22 gnt
[bookmark: _Toc24360657][bookmark: c34I_XSpouses__adultery]Do not commit adultery
[bookmark: r_02Exodus_20_14_1]You shall not commit adultery.   Exodus 20:14 net
[bookmark: _Toc6921692][bookmark: _Toc24360658][bookmark: h4_0115][bookmark: c34I_Family_ParentsDuties][bookmark: c34I_XChild]Parents and Children
[bookmark: _Toc24360659][bookmark: c34I_XParentsDuties__care]Parents should care for their children
[bookmark: r_521_Thessalonians_02_07B_2][Paul, to believers:]  Instead, we were gentle when we were with you, like a mother taking care of her children.   1 Thessalonians 2:7b gw
[bookmark: _Toc24360660][bookmark: c34I_XParentsDuties__promoteFaith][bookmark: c34I_XParentsDuties__teachGsDeedsOby][bookmark: c34I_XParentsDuties__teachingParental]Parents should teach their children about God and his deeds, inspiring them to trust and obey God
[bookmark: r_19Psalms_078_004B__07_1][A psalmist:]  … we’ll declare to the next generation the praises of the Lord; his might and awesome deeds that he has performed. … 7Then they will put their trust in God and they will not forget his awesome deeds. Instead, they will keep his commandments.   Psalms 78:4b, 7 isv
[bookmark: _Toc24360661][bookmark: c34I_XChildDuties__Honor][bookmark: c34I_Family_ChildrensDuties]Children are to honor their parents
[bookmark: r_49Ephesians_06_02__03_1]“Honor your father and mother,” which is the first commandment accompanied by a promise, namely, 3“that it may go well with you and that you will live a long time on the earth.”   Ephesians 6:2-3 net
[bookmark: _Toc24360662][bookmark: c34I_XChildDuties__obey]Children are to obey their parents
[bookmark: r_51Colossians_03_20_1]Children, obey your parents in everything, for this is pleasing to the Lord   Colossians 3:20 net
[bookmark: _Toc6921693][bookmark: _Toc24360663][bookmark: h4_0116]Citizens and Governing Authorities
[bookmark: _Toc24360664][bookmark: c34II_Civil_CitizensDuties][bookmark: c34II_XCitizensDts__authrtyEstByG][bookmark: c34II_XCitizensDts__submitObey]Citizens should obey the governing authorities, which are established by God
[bookmark: r_45Romans_13_01_1]Obey the rulers who have authority over you. Only God can give authority to anyone, and he puts these rulers in their places of power.   Romans 13:1 cev
[bookmark: _Toc24360665][bookmark: c34II_XAuthrtDuties__accordingToGsLaw]Governing authorities should act and rule according to God’s laws
[bookmark: r_05Deuteronomy_17_19__20B_1][Moses, to the Israelites:]  If the king completely obeys the Lord’s commands, he and his descendants will rule Israel for many years.   Deuteronomy 17:19-20b cev
[bookmark: _Toc6921694][bookmark: _Toc24360666][bookmark: h4_0117][bookmark: c34II_Civil_ServantsMasters]Servants and Masters
[bookmark: _Toc24360667][bookmark: c34II_XServMastr__obey]Servants should be obedient
[bookmark: r_51Colossians_03_22_1]Slaves, you must always obey your earthly masters. Try to please them at all times, and not just when you think they are watching. Honor the Lord and serve your masters with your whole heart.   Colossians 3:22 cev
[bookmark: _Toc24360668][bookmark: c34II_XServMastr__treatServantsJustly]Masters must treat servants justly
[bookmark: r_51Colossians_04_01_1]Masters, treat your slaves with justice and fairness, for you know that you also have a Master in heaven.   Colossians 4:1 net
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[bookmark: _Toc6921695][bookmark: _Toc24360669][bookmark: c35]35.	Spreading the Gospel
The theme of spreading the gospel – or message about Jesus Christ – is very prominent in the New Testament. Likewise it should be also one of the main focuses of our lives. This chapter largely looks at what we need to say and do, in advancing the spread of the gospel.
[bookmark: _Toc6921696][bookmark: _Toc24360670][bookmark: h4_0118][bookmark: c35I_Gospel_TellOthers]Tell People the Gospel
[bookmark: _Toc24360671]Tell people the gospel message about Jesus Christ
[bookmark: r_44Acts_08_35_1]Then Philip spoke. Starting with that passage, Philip told the official the Good News about Jesus.   Acts 8:35 gw
Note that the Greek word which is often translated as “gospel” basically means “good news”.
[bookmark: _Toc24360672]Tell all people, everywhere
[bookmark: r_41Mark_16_15_1][bookmark: r_41Mark_16_20_1]Then he [Jesus] told them: Go and preach the good news to everyone in the world. … 20Then the disciples left and preached everywhere. The Lord was with them, and the miracles they worked proved that their message was true.   Mark 16:15, 20 cev
[bookmark: _Toc6921697][bookmark: _Toc24360673][bookmark: h4_0119][bookmark: c35I_Gospel_WhatToSay]What Things to Explain
[bookmark: _Toc24360674]Explain who Jesus Christ is
[bookmark: r_44Acts_09_20_1]Soon he [Saul] went to the Jewish meeting places and started telling people that Jesus is the Son of God.   Acts 9:20 cev
[bookmark: _Toc24360675][bookmark: c35I_XWhatToSay__JCsDeathResurrection]Tell people the results of Jesus Christ’s death
[bookmark: r_472_Corinthians_05_19_1]What we mean is that God was in Christ, offering peace and forgiveness to the people of this world. And he has given us the work of sharing his message about peace.   2 Corinthians 5:19 cev
We are to tell others that because of Jesus Christ’s death, their sins can be forgiven and they can be at peace with God.
[bookmark: _Toc24360676][bookmark: c35I_XWhatToSay__howRespond]Tell people how they should respond
[bookmark: r_44Acts_20_21_1][Paul:]  I warned both Jews and Greeks to change their lives and turn to God and believe in our Lord Jesus.   Acts 20:21 ncv™
[bookmark: _Toc6921698][bookmark: _Toc24360677][bookmark: h4_0120][bookmark: c35I_Gospel_TransmissionOf]How to Spread the Gospel
[bookmark: _Toc24360678]Present the gospel accurately and plainly
[bookmark: r_472_Corinthians_04_02B_1][Paul:]  We use no trickery, and we do not change the teaching of God. We teach the truth plainly, showing everyone who we are.   2 Corinthians 4:2b ncv™
[bookmark: _Toc24360679][bookmark: c35I_XTransmiss__withGsHelp][bookmark: c35I_XTransmiss__fearlessly]Spread the gospel bravely with God’s help
[bookmark: r_521_Thessalonians_02_02_1][Paul, to the Thessalonian believers:]  But our God helped us to be brave and to tell you his Good News.   1 Thessalonians 2:2b ncv™
[bookmark: _Toc24360680]Act in a way that is consistent with the gospel
[bookmark: r_50Philippians_01_27A_1][Paul, to believers:]  The only thing that matters is that you continue to live as good citizens in a manner worthy of the gospel of the Messiah.   Philippians 1:27a isv
[bookmark: _Toc6921699][bookmark: _Toc24360681][bookmark: h4_0121][bookmark: c35II_Insights]Insights on the Gospel
[bookmark: _Toc24360682][bookmark: c35II_Insights_GodEffectiveness][bookmark: c35II_XEffective__dependOnHS][bookmark: c35II_XEffective__GsPower]The gospel is not dependent on our presentation of it – but on the Holy Spirit and God’s power
[bookmark: r_461_Corinthians_02_04__05_1][Paul, to the Corinthians:]  When I talked with you or preached, I didn’t try to prove anything by sounding wise. I simply let God’s Spirit show his power. 5That way you would have faith because of God’s power and not because of human wisdom.   1 Corinthians 2:4-5 cev
[bookmark: _Toc24360683][bookmark: c35II_Insights__respondTo]There are many ready to respond to the gospel
[bookmark: r_40Matthew_09_37__38_1]Jesus said to his followers, “There are many people to harvest but only a few workers to help harvest them. 38Pray to the Lord, who owns the harvest, that he will send more workers to gather his harvest.”   Matthew 9:37-38 ncv™
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[bookmark: _Toc24360684][bookmark: _Hlk7252649]H.  Persevering
Unit H
Persevering






[bookmark: _Toc6921701][bookmark: _Toc24360685][bookmark: c36]36.	Standing Firm
The Bible contains numerous exhortations to be faithful to God and to hold to the Christian faith. It is a persistent challenge for every Christian to do so, until the end. This chapter provides important insights and instructions on this topic, for every believer.
[bookmark: _Toc6921702][bookmark: _Toc24360686][bookmark: h4_0122]Be Faithful to God
[bookmark: _Toc24360687][bookmark: c36I_BeFaithful][bookmark: c36I_RememberGod]Be faithful to God and Jesus Christ
[bookmark: r_111_Kings_08_61_1][Solomon, to the people:] May you, his people, always be faithful to the LORD our God, obeying all his laws and commands, as you do today.   1 Kings 8:61 gnt
[bookmark: r_44Acts_11_23_1]When he arrived and saw how God had blessed the people, he was glad and urged them all to be faithful and true to the Lord with all their hearts.   Acts 11:23 gnt
[bookmark: _Toc24360688]Do not forget God
[bookmark: r_05Deuteronomy_08_11_1][bookmark: r_05Deuteronomy_08_18A_1][Moses, to the Israelites:]  Be sure you do not forget the Lord your God by not keeping his commandments, ordinances, and statutes that I am giving you today. … 18You must remember the Lord your God …   Deuteronomy 8:11, 18a net
[bookmark: _Toc6921703][bookmark: _Toc24360689][bookmark: h4_0123][bookmark: c36I_Persistance]Persist until the End
[bookmark: _Toc24360690][bookmark: c36I_Persistance__standFirmTilEnd]Stand firm until the end
[bookmark: r_40Matthew_10_22_1][Jesus, to his disciples:]  All people will hate you because you follow me, but those people who keep their faith until the end will be saved.   Matthew 10:22 ncv™
[bookmark: _Toc24360691][bookmark: c36I_Persistance__soReceiveReward]Persist so that you will receive the reward
[bookmark: r_58Hebrews_10_35__36_1]So do not throw away your confidence, because it has great reward. 36For you need endurance in order to do God’s will and so receive what is promised.   Hebrews 10:35-36 net
[bookmark: _Toc24360692][bookmark: c36I_ReadyForJCReturn][bookmark: c36I_ReadyXJC__watch]Be ready for Jesus Christ’s return 
[bookmark: r_40Matthew_24_42__44_1]So you, too, must be ready, because at an hour you are not expecting him the Son of Man will come.”   Matthew 24:44 isv
[bookmark: _Toc6921704][bookmark: _Toc24360693][bookmark: h4_0124][bookmark: c36II_SpiritualWarfare_Engaging]Engaging in Spiritual Warfare
[bookmark: _Toc24360694][bookmark: c36II_XExistence__resistSatan]Resist Satan
[bookmark: r_601_Peter_05_08__09_1]Be on your guard and stay awake. Your enemy, the devil, is like a roaring lion, sneaking around to find someone to attack. 9But you must resist the devil and stay strong in your faith.   1 Peter 5:8-9 cev
[bookmark: _Toc24360695][bookmark: c36II_XEngaging__spiritualWeaponsArmor]Use spiritual weapons and armor
[bookmark: r_49Ephesians_06_13__15_1]For this reason, take up the full armor of God so that you may be able to stand your ground on the evil day, and having done everything, to stand. 14Stand firm therefore, by fastening the belt of truth around your waist, by putting on the breastplate of righteousness, 15by fitting your feet with the preparation that comes from the good news of peace, …   Ephesians 6:13-15 net
Verse 15 is most likely speaking of believers having a strong grasp of the truths of the gospel so as to be ready for action. Possibly a readiness to proclaim this gospel is in view. (Note that other spiritual weapons follow.)
[bookmark: _Toc24360696][bookmark: c36II_XEngaging__faith]Have Faith
[bookmark: r_49Ephesians_06_16_1]At all times carry faith as a shield; for with it you will be able to put out all the burning arrows shot by the Evil One.   Ephesians 6:16 gnt
[bookmark: _Toc24360697][bookmark: c36II_XEngaging__GsWord]Use God’s word
[bookmark: r_49Ephesians_06_17_1]Accept God’s salvation as your helmet, and take the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.   Ephesians 6:17 ncv™
[bookmark: _Toc24360698][bookmark: c36II_XEngaging__prayer]Pray
[bookmark: r_49Ephesians_06_18_2]Never stop praying, especially for others. Always pray by the power of the Spirit. Stay alert and keep praying for God’s people.   Ephesians 6:18 cev
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[bookmark: _Toc6921705][bookmark: _Toc24360699][bookmark: c37]37.	Rejecting Sin
The Bible does not merely tell us not to sin. As this chapter shows, the Bible gives practical instruction on how to deal with any sin that we have done – and also on how to avoid sin in future.
[bookmark: _Toc6921706][bookmark: _Toc24360700][bookmark: h4_0125][bookmark: c37I_Sin_Addressing][bookmark: c37I_Sin_Response]Dealing with Sin
[bookmark: _Toc24360701][bookmark: c37I_XAddressing__BeSorrowful][bookmark: c37I_XReturn__turningFromSin]Be sorrowful over your sin
[bookmark: r_19Psalms_051_017_1]The sacrifice God wants is a broken spirit. God, you will not reject a heart that is broken and sorry for sin.   Psalms 51:17 ncv™
[bookmark: _Toc24360702][bookmark: c37I_XAddressing__Confess]Confess your sin to God
[bookmark: r_16Nehemiah_01_06B__07_1][Nehemiah, to God:]  I confess the sins that we Israelites have committed against you as well as the sins that my father’s family and I have committed.   Nehemiah 1:6b gw
[bookmark: _Toc24360703][bookmark: c37I_XAddressing__AskForgivenesRestorat]Ask God for forgiveness and restoration
[bookmark: r_19Psalms_051_001_1][David, to God after committing terrible sin:]  Turn your face from my sins and wipe out all my guilt. 10Create in me a pure heart, God, and make my spirit right again.   Psalms 51:9-10 ncv™
[bookmark: _Toc6921707][bookmark: _Toc24360704][bookmark: h4_0126][bookmark: c37II_AvoidingSin]Avoiding Sin
[bookmark: _Toc24360705][bookmark: c37II_AvoidX__AskGodforHelp]Ask God for help to avoid sin
[bookmark: r_19Psalms_019_013_1][David, to God:]  Don’t let me do wrong on purpose, Lord, or let sin have control over my life. Then I will be innocent, and not guilty of some terrible fault.   Psalms 19:13 cev
[bookmark: _Toc24360706][bookmark: c37II_AvoidX__GHelps][bookmark: c37II_AvoidX__withstandTemptation]For God will help us withstand temptation
[bookmark: r_461_Corinthians_10_13_2][Paul, to believers:]  You are tempted in the same way that everyone else is tempted. But God can be trusted not to let you be tempted too much, and he will show you how to escape from your temptations.   1 Corinthians 10:13 cev
[bookmark: _Toc24360707][bookmark: c37II_AvoidX__UseGsWord]Use God’s word to avoid sin
[bookmark: r_19Psalms_119_011_1][A psalmist, to God:]  I treasure your word above all else; it keeps me from sinning against you.   Psalms 119:11 cev
[bookmark: _Toc24360708][bookmark: c37II_AvoidX__sinfulDesiresLeadToSin]Avoid sinful desires
[bookmark: r_601_Peter_02_11_1][Peter, to believers:]  Dear friends, I urge you as foreigners and exiles to keep away from fleshly desires that do battle against the soul, …   1 Peter 2:11 net
[bookmark: _Toc6921708][bookmark: _Toc24360709][bookmark: h4_0127]Alternatives to Sin
[bookmark: _Toc24360710][bookmark: c37II_AvoidX__sinfulNature_LiveByHS]Instead of living by sinful human nature, live by the Holy Spirit
[bookmark: r_45Romans_08_03B__05_1]God did this [sent Jesus to deal with sin] so that the righteous demands of the Law might be fully satisfied in us who live according to the Spirit, and not according to human nature.   Romans 8:4 gnt
Living by the Holy Spirit involves: focusing on what he wants; paying attention to his promptings; and relying on his power.
[bookmark: _Toc24360711][bookmark: c37II_AvoidX__BeRighteous][bookmark: c37II_AvoidX__slaveSin_slaveGRightsnss]Instead of living as a slave to sin, live as a slave to God
[bookmark: r_45Romans_06_22_1][Paul, to believers:]  But now you have been set free from sin and are the slaves of God. Your gain is a life fully dedicated to him, and the result is eternal life.   Romans 6:22 gnt
One of the most effective measures against sinning is to be busy doing good – as is the case when one lives as a slave to God.
[bookmark: _Toc6921709][bookmark: _Toc24360712][bookmark: h4_0128][bookmark: c37II_BeHoly]Be Holy
[bookmark: _Toc24360713][bookmark: c37II_BeHoly__GHoliness]We are to be holy, as God is holy
[bookmark: r_601_Peter_01_14__16_1][God:]  “You must be holy, because I am holy.”   1 Peter 1:14-16 isv
[bookmark: _Toc24360714][bookmark: c37II_BeSetApart]Be set apart for God
[bookmark: r_03Leviticus_20_07_1][God, to the Israelites:] Therefore separate yourselves and be holy, because I am the Lord your God.   Leviticus 20:7 isv
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[bookmark: _Toc6921710][bookmark: _Toc24360715][bookmark: c38]38.	Major Pitfalls
The “pitfalls” spoken of in this chapter are: pride, riches and sexual sin. These are three of the greatest dangers to one’s life as a believer. It is essential that we take to heart the Bible’s teaching about them.
[bookmark: _Toc6921711][bookmark: _Toc24360716][bookmark: h4_0129][bookmark: c38I_Pride]Pride
[bookmark: _Toc24360717][bookmark: c38I_XInThought__conceit]Do not be proud or conceited
[bookmark: r_45Romans_12_16B_1]Don’t be proud and feel that you are smarter than others. Make friends with ordinary people.   Romans 12:16b cev
[bookmark: _Toc24360718]Do not be wise in your own eyes
[bookmark: r_23Isaiah_05_21_1]How horrible it will be for those who think they are wise and consider themselves to be clever.   Isaiah 5:21 gw
[bookmark: _Toc24360719][bookmark: c38I_Humility]Instead of being proud, be humble
[bookmark: r_601_Peter_05_05B_1][Peter, to believers:] And all of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, because God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.   1 Peter 5:5b net
[bookmark: _Toc6921712][bookmark: _Toc24360720][bookmark: h4_0130][bookmark: c38II_Riches]Riches
[bookmark: _Toc24360721]Riches are a barrier to a relationship with God
[bookmark: r_41Mark_10_23_1][bookmark: r_41Mark_10_25_1]Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God!” … 25It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God.”   Mark 10:23, 25 net
[bookmark: _Toc24360722]Riches are not secure
[bookmark: r_541_Timothy_06_17A_1]Tell those who have the riches of this world … not to place their confidence in anything as uncertain as riches..   1 Timothy 6:17a gw
[bookmark: _Toc24360723][bookmark: c38II_Riches__consequencesInAftelife]Hoarding riches will bring ill consequences in the afterlife
[bookmark: r_42Luke_06_24_1][Jesus:]  But how horrible it will be for those who are rich. They have had their comfort.   Luke 6:24 gw
[bookmark: _Toc24360724][bookmark: c38II_Riches__contentment][bookmark: c38II_Riches__dontLoveMoney]So, do not love money and be content with what you have
[bookmark: r_58Hebrews_13_05_1]Keep your lives free from the love of money, and be satisfied with what you have. For God has said, “I will never leave you; I will never abandon you.”   Hebrews 13:5 gnt
[bookmark: _Toc6921713][bookmark: _Toc24360725][bookmark: h4_0131][bookmark: c38II_SexualSin]Sexual Sin
[bookmark: _Toc24360726]Avoid sexual sin
[bookmark: r_49Ephesians_05_03_1][Paul, to believers:]  But there must be no sexual sin among you, or any kind of evil or greed. Those things are not right for God’s holy people.   Ephesians 5:3 ncv™
[bookmark: r_43John_08_03__04_1][bookmark: r_43John_08_07__11_1]The Pharisees and the teachers of the Law of Moses brought in a woman who had been caught in bed with a man who wasn’t her husband. They made her stand in the middle of the crowd. 4Then they said, “Teacher, this woman was caught sleeping with a man who isn’t her husband. … 7They kept on asking Jesus about the woman. Finally, he stood up and said, “If any of you have never sinned, then go ahead and throw the first stone at her!” 8Once again he bent over and began writing on the ground. 9The people left one by one, beginning with the oldest. Finally, Jesus and the woman were there alone. 10Jesus stood up and asked her, “Where is everyone? Isn’t there anyone left to accuse you?” 11“No sir,” the woman answered. Then Jesus told her, “I am not going to accuse you either. You may go now, but don’t sin anymore.”   John 8:3-4, 7-11 cev
[bookmark: _Toc24360727][bookmark: c38II_SexualSin__GsJudgment]Sexual sin results in God’s judgment
[bookmark: r_66Revelation_21_08_1][God, to John:]  But I will tell you what will happen to cowards and to everyone who is unfaithful or dirty-minded or who murders or is sexually immoral or uses witchcraft or worships idols or tells lies. They will be thrown into that lake of fire and burning sulfur. This is the second death.   Revelation 21:8 cev
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[bookmark: _Toc6921714][bookmark: _Toc24360728][bookmark: c39I_Suffering][bookmark: c39]39.	Hard Times
Hard times are experienced by all Christians. This reality is reflected in the Bible. But the Bible also shows that there are a number of practical and effective things that we can do when undergoing hard times – the most prominent of which is praying.
[bookmark: _Toc6921715][bookmark: _Toc24360729][bookmark: h4_0132][bookmark: c39I__InHardTimesTRUSTInGod][bookmark: c39I_TrustWait]Trust and Wait for God
[bookmark: _Toc24360730]Trust in God
[bookmark: r_19Psalms_031_013__015_1][David, to God:]  I have heard the slander of many; It is like terror all around me, as they conspire together and plot to take my life. 14But I trust in you, O Lord. I say, “You are my God.” 15My times are in your hands. Deliver me from the hands of my enemies and from those who pursue me.   Psalms 31:13-15 isv
The statement: “You are my God” (v. 14), implies that the Lord is the one David trusts as being in control of his life, the one who held his present and future circumstances in his hands (v. 15a).
[bookmark: _Toc24360731][bookmark: c39I__takeRefugeInG]Take refuge in God
[bookmark: r_19Psalms_091_001__002_1]The one who lives in the shelter of the Most High and who abides in the shadow of the Almighty 2will say to the Lord, “You are my refuge, my fortress, and my God in whom I trust!”   Psalms 91:1-2 isv
[bookmark: _Toc24360732][bookmark: c39I__WaitForG]Wait for God
[bookmark: r_19Psalms_037_007A_1]Wait patiently for the Lord! Wait confidently for him!   Psalms 37:7a net
[bookmark: _Toc24360733][bookmark: c39I_XRememberGod__GsWord]Take comfort in God’s word
[bookmark: r_19Psalms_119_050_1][bookmark: r_19Psalms_119_052_1][A psalmist, to God:]  When I suffer, this comforts me: Your promise gives me life. … 52I remember your laws from long ago, and they comfort me, Lord.   Psalms 119:50, 52 ncv™
In v. 50 the psalmist speaks of God’s promise renewing his life, through the hope that it gives.
[bookmark: _Toc6921716][bookmark: _Toc24360734][bookmark: h4_0133][bookmark: c39II_Suffering_Prayer]Pray in Hard Times
[bookmark: _Toc24360735][bookmark: c39II_XPrayer__PouroutyourHeart]Pour out your heart to God
[bookmark: r_19Psalms_062_008_1]O people, in every situation put your trust in him; pour out your heart before him; for God is a refuge for us.   Psalms 62:8 isv
[bookmark: _Toc24360736][bookmark: c39II_XPrayer_askForHelp_General]Cry out to God for help
[bookmark: r_19Psalms_018_006_1][David:]  In my distress I called to the Lord; I cried out to my God. From his heavenly temple he heard my voice; he listened to my cry for help.   Psalms 18:6 net
[bookmark: _Toc24360737][bookmark: c39II_XPrayer__PersistInPrayer]Persist in prayer to God
[bookmark: r_19Psalms_088_001_1][A psalmist, to God:]  Lord God, my saviour, I cry out all day, and at night I come before you.   Psalms 88:1 gnt
[bookmark: _Toc24360738][bookmark: c39II_Suffering_Praise][bookmark: c39II_Suffering_Praise__Thanks]Praise and thank God amidst trouble
[bookmark: r_142_Chronicles_20_21B__22_1]Then [Jehoshaphat] he chose men to be singers to the Lord, to praise him because he is holy and wonderful. As they marched in front of the army, they said, “Thank the Lord, because his love continues forever.” 22As they began to sing and praise God, the Lord set ambushes for the people of Ammon, Moab, and Edom who had come to attack Judah. And they were defeated.   2 Chronicles 20:21b-22 ncv™
[bookmark: _Toc6921717][bookmark: _Toc24360739][bookmark: h4_0134]God in Our Hard Times
[bookmark: _Toc24360740][bookmark: c39II_XGsResponse__GIsNear]God is near us in hard times
[bookmark: r_19Psalms_034_018_1]The Lord is close to the brokenhearted, and he saves those whose spirits have been crushed.   Psalms 34:18 ncv™
[bookmark: _Toc24360741][bookmark: c39II_XGsResponse__GComforts]God comforts us in hard times
[bookmark: r_472_Corinthians_01_03__04_1][Paul, to believers:]  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! He is the Father of mercies and the God of all comfort, 4who comforts us in all our suffering, so that we may be able to comfort others in all their suffering, since we ourselves are being comforted by God.   2 Corinthians 1:3-4 isv
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[bookmark: _Ref222538473][bookmark: c40I_Persecution]

[bookmark: _Toc6921718][bookmark: _Toc24360742][bookmark: c40]40.	Persecution
The Bible warns that faithfully following God inevitably results in persecution and difficulties. But as this chapter shows, it also provides practical teaching on what to do when faced with persecution – and even gives reasons to rejoice.
[bookmark: _Toc6921719][bookmark: _Toc24360743][bookmark: h4_0135][bookmark: c40II_Responding__trust][bookmark: c40II_Persecution_Responding]Have Faith in God
[bookmark: _Toc24360744]Trust in God
[bookmark: r_472_Corinthians_01_08B__10_1][Paul, to the believers at Corinth:]  My friends, I want you to know what a hard time we had in Asia. Our sufferings were so horrible and so unbearable that death seemed certain. 9In fact, we felt sure that we were going to die. But this made us stop trusting in ourselves and start trusting God, who raises the dead to life. 10God saved us from the threat of death, and we are sure that he will do it again and again.   2 Corinthians 1:8b-10 cev
[bookmark: _Toc24360745][bookmark: c40II_Responding__dontBeAfraid]Do not be afraid
[bookmark: r_40Matthew_10_28__31_1]Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Instead, fear the one who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. 29Aren’t two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them falls to the ground apart from your Father’s will. 30Even all the hairs on your head are numbered. 31So do not be afraid; you are more valuable than many sparrows.   Matthew 10:28-31 net
[bookmark: _Toc24360746][bookmark: c40II_Responding__Pray_thingsToAsk]Pray to God, asking for help
[bookmark: r_44Acts_04_29__30_1][The early believers:]  And now, Lord, listen to their threats. Lord, help us, your servants, to speak your word without fear. 30Help us to be brave by showing us your power to heal. Give proofs and make miracles happen by the power of Jesus, your holy servant.   Acts 4:29-30 ncv™
Note that the believers’ prayer was for God to work through them during their persecution, rather than simply for God to stop the persecution.
[bookmark: _Toc6921720][bookmark: _Toc24360747][bookmark: h4_0136][bookmark: c40II_Responding__remainFaithful]Be Faithful to God
[bookmark: _Toc24360748]Remain faithful to God and Jesus Christ
[bookmark: r_66Revelation_02_10_1][Jesus Christ, to believers:]  Don’t be afraid of anything you are about to suffer. Listen! The Devil will put you to the test by having some of you thrown into prison, and your troubles will last ten days. Be faithful to me, even if it means death, and I will give you life as your prize of victory.   Revelation 2:10 gnt
[bookmark: _Toc24360749][bookmark: c40II_Responding__followJCsExample][bookmark: c40II_Responding__JCsSuffering][bookmark: c40II_Responding__suffering]Consider and follow Jesus Christ’s example in suffering
[bookmark: r_58Hebrews_12_02__03_1][The writer, to believers:]  Let us keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, on whom our faith depends from beginning to end. He did not give up because of the cross! On the contrary, because of the joy that was waiting for him, he thought nothing of the disgrace of dying on the cross, and he is now seated at the right-hand side of God’s throne. 3Think of what he went through; how he put up with so much hatred from sinners! So do not let yourselves become discouraged and give up.   Hebrews 12:2-3 gnt
[bookmark: _Toc6921721][bookmark: _Toc24360750][bookmark: h4_0137][bookmark: c40II_Persecution_RejoicingIn]Rejoice in Persecution
[bookmark: _Toc24360751][bookmark: c40II_XRejoicingIn__trialsDevelopGrowth]Rejoice because trials develop Christian character
[bookmark: r_59James_01_02__04_1][James, to believers:]  Consider it pure joy, my brothers, when you are involved in various trials, 3because you know that the testing of your faith produces endurance. 4But you must let endurance have its full effect, so that you may be mature and complete, lacking nothing.   James 1:2-4 isv
[bookmark: _Toc24360752][bookmark: c40II_XRejoicingIn__rewards][bookmark: c40II_Persecution_Blessings]Rejoice because of rewards for enduring persecution
[bookmark: r_42Luke_06_22__23A_1]How blessed are you whenever people hate you, avoid you, insult you, and slander you because of the Son of Man! 23Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, for your reward in heaven is great!   Luke 6:22-23a isv
Pray for persecuted Christians
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[bookmark: _Toc24360756] Unit A. 	God and Spiritual Powers
1.	God’s Being
God’s Form
God’s Eternity
God’s Power and Knowledge
2.	God’s Character
God’s Holiness
God’s Righteousness and Faithfulness
God’s Anger
God’s Love and Mercy
God’s Goodness
3.	Jesus Christ
Jesus Christ’s Eternity
Jesus Christ’s Pre-Eminence
Jesus Christ’s Character
Jesus Christ’s Divinity
4.	The Holy Spirit
The Holy Spirit and God
The Holy Spirit’s Divine Characteristics
The Holy Spirit Is Personal
5.	Angels, Satan and Demons
Angels
Satan
Demons
[bookmark: _Toc24360757] Unit B.  	God and the World: Basics
6.	God’s Creation
God Makes Everything
God Sustains Everything
God’s Creation of People
7.	God’s Sovereignty
God Rules Supreme
God Has Control over All Things
God Has Control over People
8.	God’s Word
General
God’s Covenant with Israel
9.	The Problem of Sin
What and Who
Consequences of Sin
The Law’s Provision for Sin
10.	God’s Judgment
Reasons for God’s Judgment
The Justice of God’s Judgment
The Wicked and God’s Judgment
[bookmark: _Toc24360758] Unit C.  	God and the World: Jesus Christ
11.	God’s Promised Messiah
Promise of a Messiah
Prophecy of the Messiah’s Death for Sins
The Messiah’s Identity
The Messiah’s Purpose
12.	Jesus Christ’s Mission
Jesus Christ’s Ministry
Jesus Christ’s Death
Jesus Christ’s Resurrection
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13.	Salvation through Jesus Christ
Forgiveness of Sins through Jesus Christ
Salvation and Life through Jesus Christ
14.	The New Order
Righteousness by Faith and Grace
A New Covenant
Other Key Aspects
15.	‘The Last Things’
Jesus Christ’s Return
The Final Judgment
The Afterlife
[bookmark: _Toc24360759] Unit D.  	God and His Own People
16.	The Standing of God’s People
Belonging to God
Being God’s Family
Being “in” Jesus Christ
17.	Keys to God’s Interaction
God’s Presence with His People
God’s Knowledge of His People
God’s Love and Grace
God’s Gift of the Holy Spirit
18.	God’s Transformation of His People
Spiritual Life
Holiness
Spiritual Attributes
How God Transforms
19.	God’s Care of His People
Basics
God Saves His People
God Protects His People
God Sustains His People
20.	God’s Plans for His People
Basics
God’s Work for His People to Do
God’s Guidance of His People
[bookmark: _Toc24360760] Unit E.  	Relating to God
21.	Being Right with God
Getting Right with God
Do What Is Right
Live By the Holy Spirit
22.	Having Faith in God
What Faith Is
What to Have Faith For
What Not to Do
23.	Loving, Fearing and Obeying God
Love God
Fear God
Obey God
Follow Jesus Christ
24.	Connecting with God
Seeking God
Praying to God
How to Make Requests
God’s Response to Requests
25.	Exalting God
Glorify God by Your Actions
Praise and Thank God
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Rejoice Before God
[bookmark: _Toc24360761] Unit F.  	Church Life
26.	Being One Body
Be One Body
Do Things Together
Love and Care for Each Other
27.	Worshiping God
Basics
How to Worship God
Worshiping Together
Offerings
28.	Serving God
Devotion to God’s Service
How to Serve God
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Being Guided by God
29.	Significant Practices
Baptism
The Lord’s Supper
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30.	Church Leadership
Leading the Church
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[bookmark: _Toc24360762] Unit G.  	Relating to People
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Loving Others
Showing Mercy
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Things to Avoid
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Caring For the Needy
33.	Wisdom
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Wisdom through Others
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Dealing with Sin
Avoiding Sin
Alternatives to Sin
Be Holy
38.	Major Pitfalls
Pride
Riches
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39.	Hard Times
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114	The Bible Unpacked – Foundations Edition
	Major Headings	111

 A  –  B  –  C  –  D  –  E  –  F  –  G  –  H  – Script  – Subj
 A  –  B  –  C  –  D  –  E  –  F  –  G  –  H  – Script  – Subj

	Scripture Index	113


[bookmark: hypt_Scripture_Index][bookmark: _Toc24360764]Scripture Index
	Reference Sections	113


[bookmark: ScripInd__Book_Genesis]Old Testament
Genesis
Exodus
Leviticus
Numbers
Deuteronomy
Joshua
Judges
Ruth
1 Samuel
2 Samuel
1 Kings
2 Kings
1 Chronicles
2 Chronicles
Ezra
Nehemiah
Esther
Job
Psalms
Proverbs
Ecclesiastes
Song of Songs
Isaiah
Jeremiah
Lamentations
Ezekiel
Daniel
Hosea
Joel
Amos
Obadiah
Jonah
Micah
Nahum
Habakkuk
Zephaniah
Haggai
Zechariah
Malachi

New Testament
Matthew
Mark
Luke
John
Acts
Romans
1 Corinthians
2 Corinthians
Galatians
Ephesians
Philippians
Colossians
1 Thessalonians
2 Thessalonians
1 Timothy
2 Timothy
Titus
Philemon
Hebrews
James
1 Peter
2 Peter
1 John
2 John
3 John
Jude
Revelation
114	The Bible Unpacked – Foundations Edition


[bookmark: _Toc24360765]Genesis
1:2 … 10
1:26-27 … 17
[bookmark: ScripInd__Book_Exodus][bookmark: _Toc24360766]Exodus
12:36 … 19
20:1-5b … 21
20:8-11 … 73
20:13 … 79
20:14 … 84
20:16 … 81
23:25a … 68
33:17b … 42
34:27-28 … 21
[bookmark: ScripInd__Book_Leviticus][bookmark: _Toc24360767]Leviticus
16:32-34a … 23
19:11 … 81
19:17a … 79
19:34a … 81
20:7 … 93
[bookmark: ScripInd__Book_Numbers][bookmark: _Toc24360768]Numbers
15:27-28 … 23
23:19 … 6
[bookmark: ScripInd__Book_Deuteronomy][bookmark: _Toc24360769]Deuteronomy
6:25 … 21
8:11 … 90
8:15a … 49
8:18a … 90
17:19-20b … 85
17:19a … 59
32:3b … 63
32:35 … 25
[bookmark: ScripInd__Book_Joshua][bookmark: _Toc24360770]Joshua
1:5b … 42
[bookmark: ScripInd__Book_1_Samuel][bookmark: _Toc24360771]1 Samuel
13:13 … 83
[bookmark: ScripInd__Book_2_Samuel][bookmark: _Toc24360772]2 Samuel
22:2-3 … 47
[bookmark: ScripInd__Book_1_Kings][bookmark: _Toc24360773]1 Kings
8:61 … 90
[bookmark: ScripInd__Book_2_Kings][bookmark: _Toc24360774]2 Kings
18:12 … 23
[bookmark: ScripInd__Book_1_Chronicles][bookmark: _Toc24360775]1 Chronicles
16:29 … 69
22:19a … 60
29:11 … 18
[bookmark: ScripInd__Book_2_Chronicles][bookmark: _Toc24360776]2 Chronicles
13:10a … 40
20:21b-22 … 97
[bookmark: ScripInd__Book_Ezra][bookmark: _Toc24360777]Ezra
3:11 … 69
[bookmark: ScripInd__Book_Nehemiah][bookmark: _Toc24360778]Nehemiah
1:6b-7 … 92
9:6a … 16
[bookmark: ScripInd__Book_Job][bookmark: _Toc24360779]Job
12:10 … 16
37:11-12 … 19
42:2 … 5
[bookmark: ScripInd__Book_Psalms][bookmark: _Toc24360780]Psalms
5:3 … 57
9:4 … 24
18:6 … 97
19:13 … 92
25:9 … 45
31:3 … 71
31:13-15 … 96
33:4a … 20
34:1 … 62
34:4 … 46
34:6 … 46
34:7 … 12
34:17 … 46
34:18 … 97
34:19 … 46
37:7a … 96
40:5b … 48
46:1 … 42, 46
51:1 … 92
51:17 … 92
56:3-4 … 57
57:9b-10 … 63
62:8 … 97
63:6 … 60
67:4 … 19
68:4 … 63
78:4b-7 … 84
82:3-4 … 81
86:5 … 43
88:1 … 97
89:11-12a … 16
90:11 … 7
91:1-2 … 96
92:15 … 6
93:2 … 4
95:6 … 69
97:12 … 63
103:8-9 … 7
103:20-21 … 12
116:12 … 7
119:100 … 82
119:105 … 20
119:11 … 93
119:145a … 61
119:50 … 96
119:52 … 96
119:68a … 7
121:4-8 … 47
138:5 … 4
138:7-8a … 48
139:7 … 11
142:3 … 49
147:5 … 5
[bookmark: ScripInd__Book_Proverbs][bookmark: _Toc24360781]Proverbs
1:7 … 83
3:5 … 56
9:10 … 82
15:32 … 82
21:3 … 80
23:12 … 82
23:19 … 82
24:7 … 83
30:9b … 62
31:8-9 … 81
[bookmark: ScripInd__Book_Ecclesiastes][bookmark: _Toc24360782]Ecclesiastes
2:26a … 45
6:11a … 83
7:2 … 17
7:14 … 19
10:12a … 83
12:13 … 59
[bookmark: ScripInd__Book_Isaiah][bookmark: _Toc24360783]Isaiah
1:17a … 80
5:21 … 94
6:3b … 6
8:12b-13 … 58
14:24 … 18
40:30-31 … 47
45:21b-22 … 18
46:10 … 5
49:6b … 28
53:5 … 28
53:10-11 … 28
58:9b-11a … 71
58:11a … 49
[bookmark: ScripInd__Book_Jeremiah][bookmark: _Toc24360784]Jeremiah
11:4b … 21
12:1 … 25
18:7-8 … 25
23:23-24a … 4
29:10-11 … 48
[bookmark: ScripInd__Book_Lamentations][bookmark: _Toc24360785]Lamentations
5:19 … 18
[bookmark: ScripInd__Book_Ezekiel][bookmark: _Toc24360786]Ezekiel
16:2 … 75
[bookmark: ScripInd__Book_Daniel][bookmark: _Toc24360787]Daniel
3:28 … 68
4:34b … 5
4:37a … 6
5:23b … 19
9:11 … 24
[bookmark: ScripInd__Book_Amos][bookmark: _Toc24360788]Amos
5:7b … 68
5:21-24 … 68
[bookmark: ScripInd__Book_Micah][bookmark: _Toc24360789]Micah
5:2 … 28
6:8 … 80
[bookmark: ScripInd__Book_Habakkuk][bookmark: _Toc24360790]Habakkuk
1:13a … 6
[bookmark: ScripInd__Book_Zechariah][bookmark: _Toc24360791]Zechariah
4:6b-7 … 43
8:16 … 80
12:1b … 17
[bookmark: ScripInd__Book_Matthew][bookmark: _Toc24360792]Matthew
4:10 … 70
4:23 … 30
5:7 … 79
6:8b … 42
6:9 … 60
6:14-15 … 79
7:11 … 60
9:37-38 … 87
10:22 … 90
10:28-31 … 98
12:9-13 … 73
12:34-35 … 83
13:19 … 12
15:22 … 13
16:27 … 36
21:22 … 61
22:37-40 … 58
24:42-44 … 91
28:19 … 10
28:20b … 42
[bookmark: ScripInd__Book_Mark][bookmark: _Toc24360793]Mark
1:15 … 35
8:34 … 59
10:23 … 94
10:25 … 94
12:29b … 4
16:15 … 86
16:20 … 86
[bookmark: ScripInd__Book_Luke][bookmark: _Toc24360794]Luke
1:36-37 … 5
1:68-69 … 63
3:11 … 81
6:22-23a … 99
6:24 … 95
6:27b-28 … 78
6:31 … 78
6:36 … 79
11:28b … 59
12:8 … 73
18:1 … 61
21:9-11 … 36
21:15 … 8
23:20-21 … 30
23:23-24 … 30
24:22-24 … 31
[bookmark: ScripInd__Book_John][bookmark: _Toc24360795]John
1:12-13 … 41, 44
3:16 … 33, 54
3:17 … 29
3:18b … 37
3:36 … 33
4:23-24 … 68
4:24 … 4
4:34b … 30
6:63 … 20, 44
8:3-4 … 95
8:7-11 … 95
8:44b … 13
15:12-13 … 67
15:16b … 70
16:11b … 13
16:26 … 61
16:30a … 8
20:30-31 … 29
[bookmark: ScripInd__Book_Acts][bookmark: _Toc24360796]Acts
1:3 … 31
1:11 … 31
1:14 … 67
2:24 … 31
4:12 … 33
4:27 … 9
4:29-30 … 98
4:29-31 … 70
4:32 … 66
4:33 … 49
7:59 … 17
8:12 … 72
8:35 … 86
9:20 … 86
9:31b … 11
9:36 … 81
9:39 … 81
10:43 … 54
11:23 … 90
13:36 … 48
16:30b-31 … 36
18:11 … 75
18:28 … 29
19:5 … 72
20:21 … 87
20:21b … 54
22:16b … 72
27:22-25 … 57
[bookmark: ScripInd__Book_Romans][bookmark: _Toc24360797]Romans
1:7b … 40
1:19-20 … 16
2:5b-6 … 25
2:12 … 37
3:20-22a … 34
3:23 … 22
4:25 … 33
5:5b … 43
5:12 … 22
6:22 … 93
6:23 … 23
7:6 … 55
8:3b … 29
8:3b-5 … 93
8:4b-5 … 55
8:26b … 11
8:31b … 46
8:32a … 30
8:34b … 35
8:35 … 46
8:37 … 46
12:16b … 94
13:1 … 85
13:8-10 … 78
15:13 … 45
16:20a … 13
16:26b … 55
[bookmark: ScripInd__Book_1_Corinthians][bookmark: _Toc24360798]1 Corinthians
2:4-5 … 87
2:10 … 11
10:13 … 19, 92
10:31 … 62
11:23-25 … 72
11:32 … 24
12:7-10 … 71
12:12 … 66
12:27 … 66
13:4-7 … 78
15:58b … 70
16:15b-16 … 67
[bookmark: ScripInd__Book_2_Corinthians][bookmark: _Toc24360799]2 Corinthians
1:3-4 … 97
1:8b-10 … 98
3:18a … 44
4:2b … 87
5:19 … 86
9:7 … 69
9:14 … 43
12:19b … 75
13:14 … 10
[bookmark: ScripInd__Book_Galatians][bookmark: _Toc24360800]Galatians
2:21 … 34
5:18 … 11
6:2 … 67
6:6 … 75
[bookmark: ScripInd__Book_Ephesians][bookmark: _Toc24360801]Ephesians
1:1 … 41
1:7b … 32
1:13 … 40
2:3 … 22
2:10 … 49
2:18 … 41
2:19 … 40
3:18-19 … 9
4:2 … 79
4:10 … 9
4:11-12 … 71
4:28b … 80
5:3 … 95
5:20 … 62
5:21 … 66
5:22-24 … 84
5:25 … 84
5:33 … 84
6:2-3 … 85
6:12 … 13
6:13-15 … 91
6:16 … 91
6:17 … 91
6:18 … 67, 91
6:23 … 45
[bookmark: ScripInd__Book_Philippians][bookmark: _Toc24360802]Philippians
1:27a … 87
2:6a … 9
2:8-11 … 31
2:9-11 … 35
2:11 … 73
2:13 … 49
3:20b-21 … 8
4:4 … 63
4:6-7 … 45, 57
4:19 … 47
[bookmark: ScripInd__Book_Colossians][bookmark: _Toc24360803]Colossians
1:5 … 56
1:9 … 74
1:14 … 41
1:19 … 9
1:21-22 … 32
1:27 … 33
3:12 … 40
3:20 … 85
3:22 … 85
4:1 … 85
4:13 … 75
[bookmark: ScripInd__Book_1_Thessalonians][bookmark: _Toc24360804]1 Thessalonians
2:2 … 87
2:7b … 74, 84
5:2 … 36
5:9 … 33
5:13b … 66
5:18 … 62
[bookmark: ScripInd__Book_2_Thessalonians][bookmark: _Toc24360805]2 Thessalonians
3:4 … 75
3:7-9 … 74
[bookmark: ScripInd__Book_1_Timothy][bookmark: _Toc24360806]1 Timothy
5:17 … 74
5:21 … 80
6:17a … 94
6:18 … 79
[bookmark: ScripInd__Book_2_Timothy][bookmark: _Toc24360807]2 Timothy
1:14 … 43
3:16a … 20
[bookmark: ScripInd__Book_Titus][bookmark: _Toc24360808]Titus
[bookmark: ScripInd__Book_Philemon][bookmark: _Toc24360809]Philemon
1:8-9a … 74
[bookmark: ScripInd__Book_Hebrews][bookmark: _Toc24360810]Hebrews
1:2b-3a … 17
1:14 … 12
4:12 … 20
4:14a … 9
6:10a … 67
7:24 … 8
7:27 … 32
8:1-2 … 35
8:6-7 … 34
8:13 … 35
9:14b … 11
9:26b-28a … 32
10:25a … 67
10:35-36 … 90
11:1 … 56
11:32-34 … 57
12:2-3 … 99
12:6-8 … 45
12:28b-29 … 69
13:5 … 95
13:8 … 8
13:12b … 44
13:15 … 62
[bookmark: ScripInd__Book_James][bookmark: _Toc24360811]James
1:2-4 … 99
1:5a … 82
1:17 … 5
1:19 … 83
1:19b-20 … 79
1:27 … 81
2:19 … 13
2:22 … 55
2:26 … 55
5:11b … 7
[bookmark: ScripInd__Book_1_Peter][bookmark: _Toc24360812]1 Peter
1:5 … 47
1:14-16 … 93
1:21 … 56
2:11 … 93
3:15a … 59
5:5b … 94
5:6-7 … 46
5:8-9 … 91
[bookmark: ScripInd__Book_2_Peter][bookmark: _Toc24360813]2 Peter
3:7 … 24
[bookmark: ScripInd__Book_1_John][bookmark: _Toc24360814]1 John
1:9 … 54
2:1b … 9
2:13a … 8
3:4 … 22
3:5a … 29
3:20b … 5
3:22 … 61
3:24 … 10
4:4 … 11
4:8-9 … 7
4:15 … 73
4:16b-18 … 58
5:3 … 58
5:14-15 … 61
5:19 … 13
[bookmark: ScripInd__Book_Jude][bookmark: _Toc24360815]Jude
1:20b … 60
1:21 … 37
[bookmark: ScripInd__Book_Revelation][bookmark: _Toc24360816]Revelation
2:10 … 99
4:11 … 63
5:11 … 12
11:15-17 … 18
15:3b … 6
16:7b … 24
20:14-15 … 37
21:3 … 37
21:4 … 37
21:8 … 95
116	The Bible Unpacked – Foundations Edition
	Scripture Index	117

124	The Bible Unpacked – Foundations Edition
	Subject Index	119
[bookmark: _Toc327590350]

[bookmark: hypt_Subject_Index][bookmark: _Toc24360817]Subject Index
 Aa   Bb   Cc   Dd   Ee   Ff   Gg   Hh   Ii   Jj   Kk   Ll   Mm 
 Nn   Oo   Pp   Qq   Rr   Ss   Tt   Uu   Vv   Ww   Xx   Yy   Zz 
	Reference Sections	119

[bookmark: SubjectIndex_Heading__A][bookmark: _Toc24360818]A
[bookmark: _Hlk59074897]Access, to God, 41
Adultery, 84
Afterlife, 37, 95
Angels, 12
Anger, 79
Armor, spiritual, 91
Assurance, 55
Atonement
in NT, 32
in OT, 23, 23
Authorities, civil. See civil authorities
Authority, in the church, 74
[bookmark: SubjectIndex_Heading__B][bookmark: _Toc24360819]B
Baptism, 72
[bookmark: belief]Belief. See also faith
in God, 56, 61
[bookmark: also_belief__in_Jesus_Christ]in Jesus Christ, 54, 72
outcomes of, 36, 54
Blessings, 63
things leading to, 99
[bookmark: SubjectIndex_Heading__C][bookmark: _Toc24360820]C
Care
divine, 46, 57
for others, 84
Children, 84
Children of God, 41, 45
Church
unity of, 66
Church leaders
church members’ duties to, 75
relating to members, 74
Citizens, 85
[bookmark: civil_authorities]Civil authorities, 85
Comfort, divine, 97
Conceit, 94
Condemnation, 13
Confession
of Jesus Christ, 73
of sins, 92
Contentment, 95
Covenant
the new, 34
with Israel, 21, 23
Creation
and God, 16. See also God, creative work of
[bookmark: SubjectIndex_Heading__D][bookmark: _Toc24360821]D
Day, of Atonement, 23
Death
as judgment for sin, 22
eternal, 23
physical, 17, 22
salvation from, 37
Deceit, 13, 81
Deeds, judgment of, 36
[bookmark: also_demons]Deliverance, from trouble, 46Demons, 13
Desire, sinful, 93
Devotion, 70
Discipline
divine, 45
Dishonoring God, 62
Doubt, 61
[bookmark: SubjectIndex_Heading__E][bookmark: _Toc24360822]E
Earnestness, 61
Enemies, love for, 78
Eternal life, 54
gift of, 33, 37
through Jesus Christ, 36
Evil, 6
God’s power over, 19
Example, 74. See also Jesus Christ, example of
[bookmark: SubjectIndex_Heading__F][bookmark: _Toc24360823]F
[bookmark: faith]Faith, 56, 56, 84, 91. See also belief; trust
and deeds, 55
from God, 45
in Jesus Christ, 34. See also belief, in Jesus Christ
in prayer, 61
necessity of, 34
what it involves doing, 56. See also belief; trust
Faithfulness
to God, 90, 99
Favoritism, 80
Fear
of God, 58, 82
of people, exhortation against, 57, 58, 87, 98

Final judgment, the, 36
Fire, 37
Focussing on God, 60
Following Jesus Christ, 59, 99
Foolishness, 83
Foreigners, 81
Forgiveness
human, 79
of sin, 54, 79, 92
through Jesus Christ, 32, 41
Fruit, spiritual, 70
Future, the, 5
[bookmark: SubjectIndex_Heading__G][bookmark: _Toc24360824]G
Generosity, 79
Gentiles, 33
Gentleness, 74, 79
Giving
to God. See offerings
to needy, 81
Glorifying God
instructions on, 62
reasons to, 63
God
anger of, 7, 22
[bookmark: God__compassion_of]compassion of, 7
[bookmark: also_God__creative_work_of]creative work of, 16, 63
[bookmark: God__deeds_of]deeds of, 63, 84
eternity of, 4
faithfulness of, 6, 63
fatherhood of, 40, 60
glory of, 4
goodness of, 7
[bookmark: also_God__grace_of][bookmark: Jesus_Christ__grace_of]grace of, 34, 43
greatness of, 63
holiness of, 6, 93
justice of, 24
kindness of, 7
knowledge of, 5, 42
love of, 7, 43, 45, 63
[bookmark: God__mercy_of][bookmark: Jesus_Christ__mercy_of]mercy of, 7
oneness of, 4
plans and purposes of, 18, 48
[bookmark: God__power_of]power of, 5, 13, 20, 49, 87. See also God, deeds of
presence of, 4, 10
with people, 42, 97
promises of, 6
righteousness of, 6
sovereignty of, 18
unchanging, 5
will of, 30, 30, 61
God’s people, as belonging to God, 40
[bookmark: God_s_work]God’s work.  See also Serving God
[bookmark: God_s_work__empowerment_for]empowerment for, 49
through his people, 43
Godliness, 71
Good deeds, 55, 78
Gospel, the
call to tell, 86
God and effectiveness of, 87
insights on, 87
spreading of, 87
what to say, 86
Grace. See also God, grace of; Jesus Christ, grace of
and Christian life, 43
and salvation, 34
Graciousness, 83
Growth, spiritual, 99
Guidance
by God, 49
receiving God’s, 71
[bookmark: SubjectIndex_Heading__H][bookmark: _Toc24360825]H
Hate, 79
Heart, 19, 97
Heaven, 31, 35, 37
Heavens and earth, 16
Help
divine, 70, 87, 92
of others, 67, 75
High priest
in OT, 23
Jesus Christ as, 35
Holiness, 73
as separation from the worldly, 93
exhortation to, 93
produced by God, 44
Holy Spirit, the
and God’s presence, 10
and spiritual gifts, 71
as the Spirit of God, 10
gift of, 43
God’s work through, 43
in prayer, 60
in spread of the gospel, 87
knowledge of, 11
living by, 55
[bookmark: Holy_Spirit_identification_with_God_JC]identification with God and Jesus Christ, 10
[bookmark: Holy_Spirit__power_of]power of, 11
Honesty, 80
Honoring
God, 62
people, 85
Hope, in God, 56
Humility, 79, 94
Husband, 84
[bookmark: SubjectIndex_Heading__I][bookmark: _Toc24360826]I
Image of God, people as, 17
Intercession, 35
Israel
and Jesus Christ, 28
as God’s people, 21
[bookmark: SubjectIndex_Heading__J][bookmark: _Toc24360827]J
Jesus Christ
as creator, 17
as high priest, 35
as judge, 36
as Lord, 35, 59
as savior, 28, 33
as Son of God, 9
as the Messiah, 29
ascension of, 31
body of, 66
death of, 28, 30, 67, 72, 86
deeds of, 29, 30
[bookmark: Jesus_Christ__divinity_of]divinity of, 9
eternity of, 8
exaltation of, 28, 31
[bookmark: Jesus_Christ__example_of]example of, 99
glory of, 31
God’s work through, 29, 33, 33, 34, 34
holiness of, 9
humanity of, 29
knowledge of, 8
love of, 9, 67
mission of, 29, 35
name of, 61, 72
[bookmark: Jesus_Christ__offering_of]offering of, 32
power of, 8, 13
pre-eminence of, 8
pre-existence of, 8
presence of, 9
prophecies concerning, 28, 29
resurrection of, 28, 31, 33
return of, 36
righteousness of, 9
salvation through, 29
suffering of, 28, 99
teaching of, 30
wisdom of, 8
Joy, 45
[bookmark: judgment_of_God]Judgment of God, 24. See also punishment
justness of, 24
reasons for, 22, 24, 95
the final judgment, 36
Justice, 80, 85
Justification, 34
[bookmark: SubjectIndex_Heading__K][bookmark: _Toc24360828]K
Kingdom of God, 30, 35
Knowledge, 37
from God, 45
[bookmark: SubjectIndex_Heading__L][bookmark: _Toc24360829]L
Law, 78
and Jesus Christ, 34
and righteousness, 34
breaking of, 22, 23
limitations of, 34
obedience to, 21, 85
overview of, 21
release from, 55
Ten Commandments, 21
Life, 23
spiritual, 44
through Jesus Christ, 33
Listening, 83
Lord’s Supper, the, 72
Love
divine enablement to, 45
for God, 58
for other Christians, 67
for others, 78, 84
how to, 67
miscellaneous, 95
Lying, 81
[bookmark: SubjectIndex_Heading__M][bookmark: _Toc24360830]M
Masters, 85
Meeting
with other believers, 67
Mercy. See also God, mercy of; Jesus Christ, mercy of
human, 79
Messiah
Jesus Christ as, 29
prophecies concerning, 28
Mind, 19
Moses, 21
Murder, 79
[bookmark: SubjectIndex_Heading__N][bookmark: _Toc24360831]N
Nations
and Jesus Christ, 28
God’s power over, 19
Nature, 19
Needs, met by God, 47
Needy, instructions on helping the, 81
Neighbor, 78
[bookmark: SubjectIndex_Heading__O][bookmark: _Toc24360832]O
Obedience
aids to, 59
and faith, 55
blessings of, 21, 82
need for, 55, 58, 61
to God, 59, 84
to people, 75, 85, 85
[bookmark: offerings]Offerings. See also Jesus Christ, offering of
and righteousness, 68
in OT, 23
instructions for, 69
Overcoming, 46
[bookmark: SubjectIndex_Heading__P][bookmark: _Toc24360833]P
Parents, 84
Participation, in church life, 67
Patience, 79
Peace, 45
with God, 32
People, God’s control over, 19
Persecution
blessings of, 99
nature of, 98
responding to, 98
Persistence, 61, 90, 97
Power. See God, power of; God’s work, empowerment for; Holy Spirit, power of
Praise, 63, 69
how to, 62, 69
in suffering, 97
reasons to, 63
Prayer, 91
faith in, 57, 61
for others, 67, 74
God’s response to, 61
in suffering, 97
making requests in, 61, 97
things to ask, 71, 70, 82, 92, 92, 97, 98
through Jesus Christ, 41
Pride, 94
[bookmark: punishment]Punishment, 58. See also judgment of God
eternal, 37
[bookmark: SubjectIndex_Heading__Q][bookmark: _Toc24360834]Q
Questioning, 25
[bookmark: SubjectIndex_Heading__R][bookmark: _Toc24360835]R
Readiness, 91
Reconciliation, 32
Redemption, from sin, 41
Rejoicing, 63, 99
Remembering, 72, 90
Renewal, spiritual, 44.
Repayment, 25
Repentance, 54, 92
Response, 87, 87
Rest, 73
Restoration, 92
Revelation of God, 16
Reverence, 69
Reward, 36, 90, 99
Riches, 94
Righteous living, 68
Righteousness, 21
and Jesus Christ’s work, 34
by faith, 34
[bookmark: SubjectIndex_Heading__S][bookmark: _Toc24360836]S
Sabbath, 73
Salvation
by grace, 34
for the world, 33
from sin, 32
through Jesus Christ, 29, 33, 34, 36, 63
Sanctification, means of, 44
Satan
evilness of, 12
power of, 13
resistance to, 91
Scripture, 20. See also word of God
Seeking God, 60
Servants, 85
[bookmark: Serving_God]Serving God, 70,  See also God’s work
Sexual immorality, 95
Sharing, 79
Sin, 72, 83
avoiding, 92
causes of, 93
confession of, 92
dealing with, 92
defined, 22
effects of, 22
Jesus Christ’s death for, 32
punishment for, 22, 24
salvation from, 29, 32
universality of, 22
Sinful nature, 55, 93
Slavery, spiritual, 93
Sorrow, removal of, 37
Speaking, 83
Spirit, human, 17
Spiritual gifts, 71
[bookmark: spiritual_warfare]Spiritual warfare, 91
engaging in. See also demons
Spouses, 84
Standing firm, 90
Stealing, 81
Strengthening
by God, 47
of others, 75
Submission, 84, 85
Suffering, 96, 99
praise in, 97
prayer in, 97
trusting God in, 96
Support, 75
[bookmark: SubjectIndex_Heading__T][bookmark: _Toc24360837]T
Teaching, 82
divine, 45
God’s word in, 75
parental, 84
Temptation, 92
Ten Commandments, 21
Thanksgiving, 69, 97
how to, 62, 69
reasons for, 63
[bookmark: trouble__encouragement_in]Trouble, encouragement in, 42, 48
[bookmark: trust]Trust, 98. See also faith
in God, 56, 96
Truthfulness, 80
Turning, 54, 92
[bookmark: SubjectIndex_Heading__U][bookmark: _Toc24360838]U
Union with Jesus Christ
nature of, 41
significance of, 41
Unity, of God’s people, 66
[bookmark: SubjectIndex_Heading__W][bookmark: _Toc24360839]W
Waiting, on God, 96
Warfare, spiritual. See spiritual warfare
Warning, 25
Washing, 72
Watchfulness, 91
Weapons, spiritual, 91
Wholeheartedness, 60
Wicked, judgment of the, 25
Wife, 84
Willingness, 69
Wisdom, 83
through God, 45, 82
through others, 82
[bookmark: word_of_God]Word of God, 91
characteristics of, 20
use of, 59, 75, 93, 96
World, 29
salvation for, 29, 33
Worry, 57
Worship, 68
how to, 68
with other Christians, 69
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[bookmark: hypt_The_Seven_Editions]The Seven Editions
There are seven editions of The Bible Unpacked, as shown below. Each edition is an abbreviated version of the next one. Four of the editions have studies based on them, with the same text and questions added. For free downloads, go to www.thebibleunpacked.net.
	
	Two-Minute Edition – Key Bible teachings for everyone. For giving to non-Christians.
	

	
	Pocket Edition – Key Bible teachings for seekers of truth. Largely for giving to inquiring non-Christians or young new Christians.
	

	
	Concise Edition – Key Bible teachings for new believers.  For either new or young Christians. Suitable to give to non-Christian friends. 
Has study series based on it.
	Studies


	
	Foundations Edition – The Bible’s teaching condensed for young believers.  For newer Christians. Study series is ideal for studies with newer believers.
	Studies


	
	Intermediate Edition – The Bible’s teaching summarized for growing believers.  
For developing a sound understanding of the faith. Studies are excellent for Bible study groups.
	Studies




	
	Comprehensive Edition – The Bible’s teaching compiled for established believers. 
For a more comprehensive knowledge of the faith. Studies are ideal for studying topics in detail.
	Studies




	
	In-Depth Edition – The Bible’s teaching 
expounded for Bible students. 
For pastors, church leaders, Bible students and all who want a deep understanding of the faith. Available in a single pdf file with some 100,000 hyperlinks.
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[bookmark: hypt_Support_Persecuted_Christians]Persecuted Christians
Over 200 million Christians in at least 60 countries are denied basic human rights solely because of their faith. (Source: World Evangelical Alliance) Every year many Christians are killed because of their faith.
[bookmark: _Ref314201961][bookmark: _Toc327174517]Through prayer, encouragement and practical assistance we can assist and fellowship with persecuted Christians in their suffering. You can play a vital part in this through contacting one of the organizations listed below. Most produce regular news/prayer letters.
Barnabas Fund – www.barnabasfund.org
Barnabas Fund provides material and spiritual support in response to needs identified by local leaders.
Christian Solidarity International – csi-usa.org
CSI works to defend religious liberty and help persecuted Christians.
Christian Solidarity Worldwide – www.csw.org.uk
CSW advocates for freedom of religion and justice for persecuted believers.
Open Doors – www.opendoors.org 
Open Doors provides Bibles and other materials, to prepare believers for persecution and equip them to maintain a witness to the Gospel.
Religious Liberty Commission – www.worldevangelicals.org/commissions/rlc
RLC defends and aids persecuted Christians. See www.idop.org regarding the International Day of Prayer.
Religious Liberty Prayer Bulletin – rlprayerbulletin.blogspot.com
This site provides weekly prayer bulletins.
The Bible League – bl.org.au/get-involved/bibles-for-the-persecuted
The Bible League provides Bibles for persecuted Christians. It also trains national believers to plant new churches in countries of persecution.
Voice of the Martyrs – www.persecution.com
VOM provides Bibles, literature, radio broadcasts and other assistance to help persecuted Christians spread the gospel. They also send material aid.
World Watch Monitor – www.worldwatchmonitor.org
World Watch Monitor reports the story of Christians around the world under pressure for their faith.
Then the King will answer, ‘I tell you the truth, anything you did for even the least of my people here, you also did for me.’  Matthew 25:40 NCV
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