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Overview of The Bible Unpacked

There are seven editions of The Bible Unpackeds shown below. Each edition
is an abbreviated version of the next longest edition. As such they have similar
structures. Four of the editions have studies based on them, with the same text
and questions added. For more details and free downloads of all the material, go
to www.thebibleunpacked.net.

Two-Minute Edition : An overview of the Bible's teaching for people “on
the run”.  For giving to non-Christians.

Pocket Edition : An overview of the Bible’s teaching for seekers of truth.
Largely for giving to inquiring non-Christians or young new Christians.

Concise Edition : An overview of the Bible’s teaching for new and
young believers. For either new or young Christians. Suitable to Studies
give to non-Christian friends. Has study series based on it.

believers consolidating their faith. For newer Christians.

l Foundations Edition : A compilation of the Bible's teaching for
Study series based on it is ideal for studies with newer believers. Studies

for believers growing in the faith. For Christians wanting to =4
build on a basic understanding of the faith.

' Intermediate Edition : A compilation of the Bible's teaching gmme

Study series based on it is excellent for Bible study groups. Studies

Comprehensive Edition : A compilation of
the Bible’s teaching for believers established
in the faith. For a comprehensive knowledge

of the faith. Useful as a study or a devotional
tool - and preparing talks.

|

Studies are ideal for studying topics in more detail. Studies

In-Depth Edition : A compilation of the Bible's teaching for teachers
and students of the Bible. For Christians keen to gain a deep
understanding of their faith. Useful for speakers preparing talks,
leaders of study groups, Bible students and Bible colleges.




26 The Bible Unpacked — Foundations Study Series

Topics in This Series

Section I: What to Know

A. God and Spiritual Powers E.
1. God’s Being 21.
2. God’s Character 22.
3. Jesus Christ 23.
4. The Holy Spirit 24,
5. Angels, Demons and Satan 25.
B. God and the World: Basics F.
6. God’s Creation 26.
7. God’s Sovereignty 27.
8. God’s Word 28.
9. The Problem of Sin 29.
10. God’s Judgment 30.
C. God and the World: Jesus Christ G.
11. God’s Promised Messiah 31.
12. Jesus Christ’s Mission 32.
13. Salvation through Jesus Christ 33.
14. The New Order 34,
15. ‘The Last Things’ 35.
D. God and His Own People H.
16. God’s People in Relationship to God 36
17. How God Relates to His People 37
18. God’s Transformation of His People 38
19. God’s Care of His People 39

20. God’s Plans for His People 40

Section Il: What to Do

Relating to God

Being Right with God

Having Faith in God

Loving, Fearing and Obeying God
Communing with God

Exalting God

Church Life

Being One Body
Worshiping God
Serving God
Significant Practices
Church Leadership

Relating to People
Love

Justice

Wisdom

Common Relationships

Spreading the Gospel

Persevering

. Standing Firm
. Spurning Sin

. Major Pitfalls
. Hard Times

. Persecution

Part G. Relating to People

Contents
A QUICKWOId ... e 4
Suggestions For Study Groups..........coooveeiiieiiineeiieeeeeenn 5
L. LOVE 6
32, JUSLICE e 10
33, WISHOM ..o e 14
34. Common Relationships ........ccccciiiiiiiiiieieeein, 18
35. Spreading the Gospel ..........cceviiiiii v, 22
TOPICS IN ThIS SErES ...ccovieiiiiiiieiiii 26
Overview of The Bible Unpacked.................ccevvvevnnnnnnn. 27
Symbols: ) cross-referenge * comment , verse

occurs below in the same subsection

Abbreviations: OT = OIld Testament; NT = New Testament;

NBC = New Bible Commentary; NSB = NIV Study
Bible. Abbreviations for books of the Bible are
standard ones.




4 The Bible Unpacked — Foundations Study Series

A Quick Word

Introduction to Part G. Relating to People

It can be said that: “life is relationships”. For relationships with other people are
involved in just about every part of our lives. The Bible has many significant
and helpful things to say about our relationships with others, including with
those who are closest to us. We need to remember that: the better we follow
the Bible’s instructions, the better our relationships will work.

Overview of the Foundations Study Series

This series of studies aims to present a compilation of the Bible’s teachings
in a clear and readable order. There are eight booklets in the series, based on
the eight parts of the book The Bible Unpacked - Foundations Editidach
booklet has five chapters, with questions added.

See the Appendix for a full listing of all the topics. Note that studying
booklets alternatively from the two major divisions (What to Knowand What
to Do) would add variety.

The material contains Bible verses. Before the verses are headings, which
reflect what the verses say — in particular the parts of the verses in italics.
Comments are in Comic Sans MS font and introduced with a hand symbol ( *).

The verses often have a brief introduction. Usually these state who is
speaking and often who they are speaking to. Apart from God and Jesus
Christ, the main speakers are:

XMoses — who lead the Israelites out of Egypt and taught them God’s laws;

xDavid — Israel’s greatest king who wrote many of the psalms, most of
which are essentially prayers;

xIsaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel and other prophets — who spoke to the
people of Israel on God’s behalf; and

XPaul, Peter, John and other leaders of the early church — who spoke to
various groups and wrote letters to believers.

Much care has been taken to interpret the verses in the light of both the
passage they are from and Scripture as a whole. Nevertheless, if you
encounter a verse that is used to teach something that is contrary to or goes
beyond your understanding, read the section in the Bible from which it is
taken and also consider how its teaching fits in with Scripture as a whole.

— Paul Mallison
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® What do you think are the main points to mention when telling someone
the gospel?

® What should we tell people about the kingdom of God?

® What has God done for you that you can tell others about?

®m What is one teaching in this section that you find particularly motivating
or helpful for spreading the gospel?

® Who do you know that you could share the gospel with? What steps
could you take in order to do this?
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against us. But our God helped us to be brave and to tell you his Good
News. 1 Thessalonians 2:2 NCV™

¥%Act in a way that is consistent with the gospel

[Paul, to believers:] The only thing that matters is that you continue to live

as good citizens in a manner worthy of the gospel of the Messiah.
Philippians 1:27aIsv

¥%There are many ready to respond to the gospel — but someone
needs to tell them

Jesus said to his followers, “There are many people to harvest but only a
few workers to help harvest theffiPray to the Lord, who owns the
harvest, that he will send more workers to gather his harvestatthew
9:37-38 NCV™

[* There are many people ready to respond to the gospel — to be
“harvested”. But more workers are needed to proclaim the gospel to them.]

¥%Note: The gospel is the power of God to save — though it may seem
foolish to the world ...

[Paul]] I am proud of the Good News, because it is the power God uses to
save everyone who believe® save the Jews first, and also to save those
who are not Jews. Romans 1:16 NCV™

[Paul, to believers:] The message about the cross doesn’'t make any sense
to lost people. But for those of us who are being saved, it is God’s power at
work. 1 Corinthians 1:18 CEV

... As such, the gospel is not dependent on our presentation of it — but
on the Holy Spirit and God’s power

[Paul, to the Corinthians:] When | talked with you or preached, | didn’t try to
prove anything by sounding wise. | simply let God’s Spirit show his power.
That way you would have faith because of God’s power and not because of
human wisdom. 1 Corinthians 2:4-5 CEV
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Suggestions For Study Groups

Preliminary matters:

xBeforehand the leader should: check the context of any verses they are not
familiar with; and review the questions. If need be, they should compose
questions more applicable to the group.

XEach person should have a Bible, in case they need to check the context of
a verse. It would also be helpful to have Bible commentaries on hand.

XPray before beginning the study. Ask God for help in understanding the
meaning of the verses and to affect your lives through them. Also pray
together at the end.

Doing the study:

xIdeally, read the material and answer the questions prior to the meeting.
Then share answers and discuss any issues arising from the material in the
meeting.

X Alternatively, read the material and answer the questions in the meeting —
reading either aloud as a group or individually (prior to sharing answers).
If reading as a group, try having one person read the headings, another
read the verses and another read the commentadditionally, a fourth
person could read the Bible references.

XAnswers need not be limited to only what is mentioned in the material.

XThe group should feel free to diverge from the study if related issues arise.

General or Concluding questions:
If time permits, conclude with one or more of the following questions:

XWhat is something that you either: did not know before; gained greater
insight into; or needed remindingof?

XWhat verse would be helpful to memorize and bear in mind during the
next week?

xIn taking the verses seriously, is there anything you should change in:
(a) how you relate to God or to other people; or
(b) any other area of your life (e.g. attitudes, values or behavior)?
Are there any specific steps you could take to do this?
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31. Love

[* Note that the teaching here in Part G. Relating To People is also
relevant to the preceding part of this book, Part F. Church Life .]

¥What love involves

Love is patient, love is kind, it is not envious. Love does not brag, it is not
puffed up’It is not rude, it is not self-serving, it is not easily angered or
resentful °lt is not glad about injustice, but rejoices in the trufti.bears

all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.
1 Corinthians 13:4-7 NET

[ *In v. 7, “believes all things, hopes all things” means that love: “...is ever
ready to believe the best of every person, its hopes are fadeless under all
circumstances ...” (AMP).]

¥%Love others as you love yourself — which sums up God'’s law

Let love be your only debt! If you love others, you have done all that the
Law demandsIn the Law there are many commands, such as, “Be faithful

in marriage. Do not murder. Do not steal. Do not want what belongs to
others.” But all of these are summed up in the command that says, “Love
others as much as you love yourselfKlo one who loves others will harm
them. So love is all that the Law demand8omans 13:8-10 CEV

[ * The whole moral law — all that involves our relationships with other

people — is summed up by the command to love others as ourselves. In doing

so, we fulfill or carry out God’s law.]

¥%Love your enemies and do good to them

Love your enemies, do good to those who hate*jfdless those who curse
you, pray for those who mistreat you®'Treat others in the same way that
you would want them to treat youLuke 6:27b—-28, 31 NET
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and as the first to rise from the dead, he would bring light to the Jewish
and non-Jewish people Acts 26:22-23 NCV™

[ * As a result of Jesus’ resurrection, people have been given the “light of

salvation” (GNB) — involving the promise of their own resurrection.]

Y Tell people about the kingdom of God

From morning till night he [Paul] explained to them his message about the
Kingdom of Godand he tried to convince them about Jesus by quoting
from the Law of Moses and the writings of the prophets.  Acts 28:23b GNT

¥%Tell what God has done for you

=

[Jesus, to a man he had healed:] “Return to your home, and declare what
God has done for you.” So he went away, proclaiming throughout the
whole town what Jesus had done for himuke 8:39 NET

¥Tell people how they should respond

[Paul:] | warned both Jews and Greeks to change their lives and turn to
God and believe in our Lord JesusActs 20:21 NCV™

YsPresent the gospel accurately and plainly

He [Apollos] had been instructed in the way of the Lord, and with great
enthusiasm he spoke and taught accurately the facts about Jekbsugh
he knew only the baptism of John. Acts 18:25 NET

[Paul:] We use no trickery, and we do not change the teaching of God. We
teach the truth plainlyshowing everyone who we are. 2 Corinthians
4:2b NCV™

Y2Spread the gospel fearlessly — with God's help

[Paul:] Now most of the Lord’'s followers have become brave and are
fearlessly telling the messagephilippians 1:14 CEv

[Paul, to the Thessalonian believers:] Before we came to you, we suffered
in Philippi. People there insulted us, as you know, and many people were
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35. Spreading the Gospel

[ * Note that the Greek word which is often translated as “gospel” basically
means “good news".]

Y Tell others the gospel message about Jesus Christ ...

Philip began to speak, and starting with this same Scripture, he told the
man the Good News about Jesusts 8:35 NCV™

... Tell all people, everywhere

Then he [Jesus] told them: Go and preach the good news to everyone in the
world. ...?°Then the disciples left and preached everywtHEie.Lord was

with them, and the miracles they worked proved that their message was

true. Mark 16:15, 20 CEV

¥2Explain who Jesus Christ is ...

Soon he[Saul] went to the Jewish meeting places and started telling people
that Jesus is the Son of GodActs 9:20 Cev

[Peter, to a crowd of largely Jews:] “All the people of Israel, then, are to
know for sure that this Jesus, whom you crucified, is the one that God has
made Lord and Messidah! Acts 2:36 GNT

... and explain the outcomes of Jesus Christ’s death and resurrection

[Paul, to believers:] What we mean is that God was in Christ, offering
peace and forgiveness to the people of this world. And he has given us the
work of sharing his message about peac&Corinthians 5:19 CEV

[ * We are to tell others that because of Jesus Christ's death, their sins

can be forgiven and they can be at peace with God.]

[Paul:] But God has helped me, and so | stand here today, telling all
people small and great, what I have seen. But I am saying only what
Moses and the prophets said would happen— *%hat the Christ would die,
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%Be faithful

[Jesus:] How terrible it will be for you, scribes and Pharisees, you
hypocrites! You give a tenth of your mint, dill, and cummin, but have
neglected the more important matters of the law: justice, mercy, and
faithfulness. These are the things you should have pragctiegtout
neglecting the others. Matthew 23:23 Isv

[* The scribes and Pharisees were religious leaders, and many of them

were hypocrites.

Note that this and the following subsections speak largely of attributes

and actions that are reflective of love.]

¥%Be generous and share with others

[Paul, telling Timothy what to say to church members:] Command them to
do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share with
others 1 Timothy 6:18 GNT

¥2Show mercy — and God will show you mercy
Be merciful, just as your Father is mercifulLuke 6:36 isv
Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mereyatthew 5:7 NET

Y4Forgive others and God will forgive you ...

If you forgive others for the wrongs they do to you, your Father in heaven
will forgive you.' But if you don’t forgive others, your Father will not
forgive your sins. Matthew 6:14-15 CEV

...and do not judge others, or God will judge you accordingly

Do not judge others, so that God will not judge ydar God will judge
you in the same way as you judge others, and he will apply to you the same
rules you apply to others.Matthew 7:1-2 GNT
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¥%Be humble, gentle and patient

Be always humble, gentle, and patieStiow your love by being tolerant
with one another. Ephesians 4:2 GNT

¥%Seek the interests of others before your own

[Paul:] Do not seek your own good, but the good of the other person.

... just as | also try to please everyone in all things. | do not seek my own
benefit, but the benefit of many, so that they may be savedorinthians
10:24, 33 NET

Y2Avoid anger
.
ﬁ

l

Do not become angry easil§fbecause anger will not help you live the
right kind of life God wants. James 1:19b—20 NCV™

%Do not hate ...

You must not hate your fellow citizen in your heart. Leviticus
19:17a NCv™

[ * Hate is the opposite of love. Thus we should not hate — nor murder,
which is often caused by hate.]

...and do not murder

You shall not murder. Exodus 20:13 ISV
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B What are some specific things husbands should do in applying the
teaching regarding loving their wives?

® Should wives submit to their husbands? Explain your answer.

m |s there anything that you need to do or change in how you relate to one
or more of your family members?

® |s there a situation where you find it hard to obey the governing
authorities? Is there anything that you can or should do about it?

® What do you need to keep in mind the most, in relating to your employer
or employees?
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Children, obey your parents in everything, for this is pleasing to the Lord
Colossians 3:20 NET

%Citizens should submit to the governing authorities, which are
established by God; ...

AL

| —

Obey the rulers who have authority over you. Only God can give authority

to anyone, and he puts these rulers in their places of powe&omans
13:1 CEV

...but citizens should defy any commands that conflict with God'’s will

[The council and the high priest;] “We gave you strict orders not to teach
in this [Jesus’] name. Look, you have filled Jerusalem with your teaghing
and you intend to bring this man’s blood on us!” *But Peter and the
apostles replied, “We must obey God rather than peoplécts 5:28b—

29 NET

¥%Governing authorities should act and rule according to God's laws

[Moses, to the Israelites:] If the king completely obeys theorD's
commands, he and his descendants will rule Israel for many years.
Deuteronomy 17:19—20b CEV

% Servants should be obedient ...

Slaves, you must always obey your earthly masters. Try to please them at

all times, and not just when you think they are watching. Honor the Lord
and serve your masters with your whole heartolossians 3:22 cev

...and masters must treat servants justly

Masters, treat your slaves with justice and fairness, for you know that you
also have a Master in heavenColossians 4:1 NET
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@ 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 mentions a number of characteristics of love. Which
of these do you: value the most; and need to bear in mind the most (in
order to better love others)?

@ Do you have enemies? What can you do to love them?

m How are we better off for forgiving someone, than not forgiving them?
(Do not limit your answer to just what is mentioned in the verses.)

= |n what ways do you judge others? How can you avoid doing this?

® How do you deal with your anger? Do you have any tips on how to
control anger?
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32. Justice

Y Practice justice and so act justly

[Moses, to the Israelites:] You must pursue justice aloge that you may
live and inherit the land the LORD your God is giving you. Deuteronomy
16:20 NET

No, the LORD has told us what is good. What he requires of us is this: to do
what is justto show constant love, and to live in humble fellowship with
our God. Micah 6:8 GNT

¥%In acting justly, do what is right

Learn to do what is right! Promote justicélive the oppressed reason to
celebrate! Take up the cause of the orphan! Defend the rights of the widow!
Isaiah 1:17 NET

Do what is right and fair; that pleases th®rkb more than bringing him
sacrifices. Proverbs 21:3 GNT

%Do not show favoritism

[Paul, to Timothy:] Before God and Christ Jesus and the elect angels, I
solemnly charge you to carry out these commands without prejudice or
favoritism of any kind 1 Timothy 5:21 NET

-.I-l | l

.r JJ - J J

You must do these things: Speak the truth to each othexechariah
8:16 GOD'S WORD®

¥,Speak the truth ...

...and act honestly

Use honest scales, honest weights, and honest meabareshe LORD
your God, and I brought you out of Egypt. Leviticus 19:36 oNT

And they did not ask an accounting from the men [supervising work on the
Temple] into whose hand they delivered the money to pay out to the
workmen, for they dealt honestly 2 Kings 12:15 Esv
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¥%Do not commit adultery — which brings God’s judgment

Marriage is to be honoured by all, and husbands and wives must be faithful
to each other. God will judge those who are immoral and those who
commit adultery. Hebrews 13:4 GNT

¥ Parents should love and care for their children

[Paul, speaking of women in the church:] In this way they [older women]
will train the younger women to love their husbands, to love their
children ... Titus 2:4 NET

Paul, to believers:] But we were gentle when we were with you, like a
mother taking care of her children 1 Thessalonians 2:7b GNT

% Parents should teach their children about God and his deeds,
inspiring them to trust and obey God

[A psalmist] ...we’ll declare to the next generation the praises of the
LorD;, his might and awesome deeds that he has perforrmigd.
established a decree in Jacob, and established the Law in Israel, that he
commanded our forefathers to reveal to their childfenorder that the
next generation— children yet to be born— will know them and in turn
teach them to their childrefiThen they will put their trust in God and they
will not forget his awesome deeds. Instead, they will keep his
commandments. Psalms 78:4b—7 Isv

[ * This speaks of parents telling their children of God's deeds and power

(v. 4) and subsequently of his commands (vv. 5-6). Verse 7 then concludes

that in light of God’s wonderful deeds for them, the children would trust

God and obey his commands.]

¥%Children are to honor and obey their parents

The command says, “Honor your father and mother."This is the first
command that has a promise with it— **Then everything will be well with
you, and you will have a long life on the earth.” Ephesians 6:2-3 NCV™
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34. Common Relationships

%A husband and wife should be as one, which involves sexual union

The LORD God used the rib from the man [Adam] to make a woman [Eve],
and then he brought the woman to the man. **And the man said, “Now, this

is someone whose bones came from my bones, whose body came from my

body. | will call her ‘woman,” because she was taken out of nfd83 a

man will leave his father and mother and be united with his wife, and the
two will become one bodyGenesis 2:22-24 NCV™

[ * Just as originally the man and the woman were of the one body (vv. 22—

23), so a husband and wife will be united as “one body” (v. 24). The term

“one body” appears to include the idea of a oneness in spirit, and is

signified and expressed through sexual bonding. The use of the term also

implies a lifelong relationship with only one spouse.]

%Husbands should love their wives ...

Husbands, love your wives just as Christ loved the church and gave himself
for her ...*Nevertheless, each one of you must also love his own wife as he
loves himselfand the wife must respect her husband. Ephesians

5:25, 33 NET

[ * The instruction for husbands to love their wives “just as Christ loved

the church and gave himself for her” (v. 25) is both challenging and
inspirational. It calls for a love that is always persistent and is even

prepared to give up one’s own life.]

... and wives should submit to their husbands

Wives, submit to your husbands as to the L&fHor a husband has
authority over his wife just as Christ has authority over the chuiat
Christ is himself the Saviour of the church, his body. *’And so wives must
submit completely to their husbands just as the church submits itself to
Christ. Ephesians 5:22-24 GNT

[ * The Greek word which is translated as “submit”, “does not refer to

being under the absolute control of another but to voluntarily placing

oneself under the authority of another.” — Nelson Study Bible]
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%S0 do not steal, lie or deceive

You must not steal, you must not tell lies, and you must not deal falsely with
your fellow citizen. Leviticus 19:11 NET

¥%Defend the cause of the needy ...

Defend the weak and the orphans; defend the rights of the poor and
suffering.“Save the weak and helpless; free them from the power of the
wicked. Psalms 82:3-4 NCV™

“Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves; defend the rights of
all those who have nothingSpeak up and judge fairly, and defend the
rights of the poor and needy.”Proverbs 31:8-9 NCV™

... and provide the needy with food and clothing

John told them, “If you have two coats, give one to someone who doesn’t
have any. If you have food, share it with someone&’eldeike 3:11 Cev

In Joppa there was a woman named Tabitha, who was a believer. (Her
name in Greek is Dorcas, meaning “a deer”.) She spent all her time doing
good and helping the poor..*’So Peter got ready and went with them.
When he arrived, he was taken to the room upstairs, where all the widows
crowded round him, crying and showing him all the shirts and coats that
Dorcas had made while she was alivéicts 9:36, 39 GNT

[ * Bear in mind that provision for the needy is a key part of the Bible's

concept of justice.]

¥:Defending and providing for the needy are a vital part of true
religion
[God, speaking of King Josiah:] He always did right— he gave justice to

the poor and was honest’That's what it means to truly know me.
Jeremiah 22:15b—16a CEV

What God the Father considers to be pure and genuine religion is this: to
take care of orphans and widows in their sufferimg to keep oneself
from being corrupted by the world. James 1:27 GNT
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¥ Providing for the needy brings oneself blessing, ...

Ble: sing

When you give to the poor, it is like lending to tlob, and the ORD will
pay you back. Proverbs 19:17 GNT

... but those who ignore the needy will be punished

“Then he [Jesus Christ, at the final judgment] will say to those on his left,

‘Get away from me, you who are accursed, into the eternal fire that has
been prepared for the devil and his angéfslere’s why: | was hungry,

and you gave me nothing to eat. | was thirsty, and you gave me nothing to
drink. * was a stranger, and you didn’t welcome me. | was naked, and you
didn’t clothe me. | was sick and in prison, and you didn’t visit iffThen

they will reply, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or as a
stranger or naked or sick or in prison and didn’t help you?” *Then he will

say to them, ‘I tell you with certainty, since you didn’t do it for one of the
least important of these, you didn’t do it for m&These people will go

away into eternal punishmertut the righteous will go into eternal life.”
Matthew 25:41-46 ISV
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B How can one distinguish between godly wisdom and worldly wisdom?
What is the difference?

® Do you actively try to gain more wisdom? What things should you do -
or do differently - to achieve this?

m What personality traits or attitudes help one to readily accept correction?

® How does one’s heart determines one’s words (cf. Matthew 12:34-35)?

® What areas of weakness do you have in regard to your speech? What
can you do about them?
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Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may
know how you should answer everyon€olossians 4:6 NET

¥%Bear in mind that one’s words are determined by one’s “heart”

[Jesus, to the Pharisees:] Offspring of vipers! How are you able to say
anything good, since you are evil? For the mouth speaks from what fills the
heart.*The good person brings good things out of his good treasury, and
the evil person brings evil things out of his evil treasuryatthew 12:34—

35 NET

[ *Inv. 35, “treasury” refers to the thoughts and feelings that people have
stored up in their hearts.]

¥Note: Fools spurn and so lack wisdom ...

Fearing the LORD is the beginning of moral knowledge, but fools despise
wisdom and instructian Proverbs 1:7 NET

Wisdom is unattainable for a fqQal court he does not open his mouth.
Proverbs 24:7 NET

... Foolishness involves acting contrary to God

Then Samuel said to Saul, “You have acted foolishly. You haven't obeyed
the commandment of thekb your God, which he commanded y&ur
then the LORD would have established your kingdom over Israel forever, ...

1 Samuel 13:13 1sv

[A psalmist, to God:] Rise up, O God! Defend your honor! Remember how
fools insult you all day long! Psalms 74:22 NET
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® Why is it more important to do what is right and just than to make
sacrifices to God (Prov 21:3)?

® Are there any situations where you find it hard not to show favoritism?

m |s telling a lie ever justifiable?

= Why is giving justice to the poor linked with knowing God (Jer 22:15b—
16a)?

B Who are the needy that you can help? How could you help them?
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33. Wisdom

¥%Get godly wisdom — it is superior to anything else ...

Get wisdom and understandin@on’t forget or ignore my words.
...'Wisdom is the most important thing; so get wisdom. If it costs everything
you have, get understandingProverbs 4:5, 7 NCV™

... Worldly wisdom is flawed and inferior to the wisdom of God

No one should fool himself. If anyone among you thinks that he is wise by
this world’s standards, he should become a fool, in order to be really wise.
“For what this world considers to be wisdom is nonsense in God’s sight.

As the scripture says, “God traps the wise in their cleverness”;
1 Corinthians 3:18-19 GNT

[ * Here Paul portrays worldly wisdom as inferior to the wisdom of God — to
both the wisdom of God himself (v. 19) and to godly wisdom (v. 18), which
ultimately comes from God. Note that in saying that one should become a
“fool” (v. 18), Paul means that one needs to forgo aspiring to the flawed
wisdom of this world and recognize the shortcomings of one’s
understanding — in effect see oneself as a “fool” — in order to be open to
true, godly wisdom.]

YsFearing God is the beginning of wisdom

The beginning of wisdom is to fear theRD, and acknowledging the Holy
One is understanding. Proverbs 9:10 NET

[ * Fearing God is the beginning of wisdom as it leads one to base one’s
thinking and life on God and his teachings or commands — the source of

true wisdom for life. For fear of God moves one to obey God’'s commands

and do what is right, and so show wisdom — as indicated in the following
subsection.]
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%0beying God’s commands brings wisdom

[A psalmist, to God:] | have greater wisdom than those who are old,
because | obey your command®salms 119:100 GNT

% Ask God for wisdom

[James, to believers:] If any of you need wisdom, you should ask God, and

it will be given to youGod is generous and won’t correct you for asking.
James 1:5 CEV

¥, Pay attention to instruction

[A wise teacher:] Apply your heart to instruction and your ears to the
words of knowledge. *Listen, my child, and be wisend guide your heart
on the right way. Proverbs 23:12, 19 NET

¥, Take notice of correction

If you refuse to learn, you are hurting yourself. If you accept correction,
you will become wiser. Proverbs 15:32 GNT

¥%In speaking wisely, be quick to listen and slow to speak

!

’/q\\

[James, to believers:] My dear friends, you should be quick to listen and
slow to speakr to get angry. James 1:19 CEV

¥ Also, use few words ...

The more you talk, the more likely you are to sin. If you are wise, you will
keep quiet. Proverbs 10:19 GNT

The more we talk, the less sense we makeEcclesiastes 6:11a CEV

... and speak graciously

The words spoken by the wise are gracious, but the lips of a fool will
devour him. Ecclesiastes 10:12 ISV



