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Overview of The Bible Unpacked

There are seven editions of The Bible Unpacked, as shown below. Each edition 
is an abbreviated version of the next longest edition. As such they have similar 
structures. Four of the editions have studies based on them, with the same text 
and questions added. For more details and free downloads of all the material, go 
to www.thebibleunpacked.net.

Two-Minute Edition :  An overview of the Bible’s teaching for people “on 
the run”.    For giving to non-Christians.

Pocket Edition :  An overview of the Bible’s teaching for seekers of truth.
Largely for giving to inquiring non-Christians or young new Christians.

Concise Edition :  An overview of the Bible’s teaching for new and 
young believers.  For either new or young Christians.  Suitable to 
give to non-Christian friends.   Has study series based on it.

Foundations Edition :  A compilation of the Bible’s teaching for 
believers consolidating their faith.  For newer Christians.
Study series based on it is ideal for studies with newer believers.

Intermediate Edition :  A compilation of the Bible’s teaching 
for believers growing in the faith.  For Christians wanting to 
build on a basic understanding of the faith.

Study series based on it is excellent for Bible study groups.

Comprehensive Edition : A compilation of 
the Bible’s teaching for believers established 
in the faith. For a comprehensive knowledge 
of the faith. Useful as a study or a devotional 
tool - and preparing talks.

Studies are ideal for studying topics in more detail.

In-Depth Edition :  A compilation of the Bible’s teaching for teachers 
and students of the Bible.  For Christians keen to gain a deep 
understanding of their faith.  Useful for speakers preparing talks, 
leaders of study groups, Bible students and Bible colleges.
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A Quick Word

Introduction to Part F.  Church Life

It is in the church context that believers have some of their most significant
relationships. As such the Bible has much to teach us on how we should relate 
to fellow Christians. This includes how we should function as one body –
worshiping and serving God together. It is in their church life that believers 
make many of their most significant contributions to God’s kingdom.

Overview of the Foundations Study Series

This series of studies aims to present a compilation of the Bible’s teachings 
in a clear and readable order. There are eight booklets in the series, based on 
the eight parts of the book The Bible Unpacked - Foundations Edition. Each
booklet has five chapters, with questions added. 

See the Appendix for a full listing of all the topics. Note that studying
booklets alternatively from the two major divisions (What to Know and What 
to Do) would add variety.

The material contains Bible verses. Before the verses are headings, which 
reflect what the verses say – in particular the parts of the verses in italics. 
Comments are in Comic Sans MS font and introduced with a hand symbol (�*).

The verses often have a brief introduction. Usually these state who is 
speaking and often who they are speaking to. Apart from God and Jesus 
Christ, the main speakers are:

�xMoses – who lead the Israelites out of Egypt and taught them God’s laws;

�xDavid – Israel’s greatest king who wrote many of the psalms, most of 
which are essentially prayers;

�xIsaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel and other prophets – who spoke to the 
people of Israel on God’s behalf; and

�xPaul, Peter, John and other leaders of the early church – who spoke to 
various groups and wrote letters to believers.

Much care has been taken to interpret the verses in the light of both the 
passage they are from and Scripture as a whole. Nevertheless, if you 
encounter a verse that is used to teach something that is contrary to or goes 
beyond your understanding, read the section in the Bible from which it is 
taken and also consider how its teaching fits in with Scripture as a whole.

– Paul Mallison
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State two or three key ways in which a leader should be an example for 
others to follow.

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

What things should a church leader do to strengthen members in the 
faith?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

What can you do to encourage or help your church leaders?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

Why is the Bible critical for Christian teaching?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

How can we recognize false teachers and teaching?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________
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�¾Teach God’s word

Paul stayed there for a year and a half, teaching God’s word to the people.    
Acts 18:11 NCV™

�¾Church members should obey their leaders …

[Paul, to church members:] He has made us sure that you are obeying what 
we taught you and that you will keep on obeying.    2 Thessalonians 3:4 CEV

… and give them material support

Those who are being taught the Christian message should share all the 
good things they have with their teachers.    Galatians 6:6 GNT

�¾Note:  Church members should watch out for false teachers and 
their teaching …

Be careful of false prophets. They come to you looking gentle like sheep, 
but they are really dangerous like wolves.    Matthew 7:15 NCV™

[Paul, warning believers:] Do not let anyone fool you by telling you things 
that are not true, because these things will bring God’s anger on those who 
do not obey him.    Ephesians 5:6 NCV™

… Test teachers by comparing their teaching with the Scriptures

They [believers in Berea] listened to the message with great eagerness, and 
every day they studied the Scriptures to see if what Paul said was really 
true.    Acts 17:11b GNT
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Suggestions For Study Groups

Preliminary matters:

�xBeforehand the leader should: check the context of any verses they are not 
familiar with; and review the questions. If need be, they should compose 
questions more applicable to the group.

�xEach person should have a Bible, in case they need to check the context of 
a verse. It would also be helpful to have Bible commentaries on hand.

�xPray before beginning the study. Ask God for help in understanding the 
meaning of the verses and to affect your lives through them. Also pray 
together at the end.

Doing the study:

�xIdeally, read the material and answer the questions prior to the meeting. 
Then share answers and discuss any issues arising from the material in the 
meeting.

�xAlternatively, read the material and answer the questions in the meeting –
reading either aloud as a group or individually (prior to sharing answers). 
If reading as a group, try having one person read the headings, another 
read the verses and another read the comments. Additionally, a fourth 
person could read the Bible references.

�xAnswers need not be limited to only what is mentioned in the material.

�xThe group should feel free to diverge from the study if related issues arise.

General or Concluding questions:

If time permits, conclude with one or more of the following questions:

�xWhat is something that you either:  did not know before; gained greater 
insight into; or needed reminding of?

�xWhat verse would be helpful to memorize and bear in mind during the 
next week?

�xIn taking the verses seriously, is there anything you should change in:
(a) how you relate to God or to other people; or
(b) any other area of your life (e.g. attitudes, values or behavior)?
Are there any specific steps you could take to do this?



6         The Bible Unpacked – Foundations Study Series

26.  Being One Body

�¾Church members form one body – the body of Christ

[Paul, to the Corinthian church:] A person’s body is only one thing, but it 
has many parts. Though there are many parts to a body, all those parts 
make only one body. Christ is like that also. …27Together you are the body 
of Christ, and each one of you is a part of that body.    1 Corinthians 12:12, 
27 NCV™

[�* The term “the body of Christ” figuratively depicts the spiritual union of 
Jesus Christ with his people. Moreover, it points to the unity Christ’s 
people have together in their relationship with him. While the worldwide 
church is the whole “body of Christ”, each local church is a form of “the 
body of Christ”. And in each case the many members together make one 
body.]

�¾As one body, meet together with other believers

Let us not give up the habit of meeting together, as some are doing.    
Hebrews 10:25a GNT

�¾Be united as one

Now the whole group of believers was one in heart and soul, and nobody 
called any of his possessions his own. Instead, they shared everything they 
owned.    Acts 4:32 ISV

[Paul, to the church in Corinth:] I urge you, brothers and sisters, by the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to agree together, to end your divisions, and 
to be united by the same mind and purpose.    1 Corinthians 1:10 NET

[ �* In the last clause, Paul urges his readers to be united by having the 
same Christ-centered thinking and objective.]

�¾Have fellowship together – and with God and Jesus Christ

[John, to believers:] What we have seen and heard we declare to you so 
that you, too, can have fellowship with us. Now this fellowship of ours is 
with the Father and with his Son, Jesus, the Messiah.    1 John 1:3 ISV
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[Paul, to church members:] For this reason, although in the Messiah I have 
complete freedom to order you to do what is proper, 9I prefer to make my 
appeal on the basis of love.    Philemon 1:8–9a ISV

… and be an example for others to follow

[Paul, to church members:] You yourselves know very well that you 
should do just what we did. We were not lazy when we were with you. 8We 
did not accept anyone’s support without paying for it. Instead, we worked 
and toiled; we kept working day and night so as not to be an expense to any 
of you.9We did this, not because we have no right to demand our support; 
we did it to be an example for you to follow.    2 Thessalonians 3:7–9 GNT

�¾Be a shepherd taking care of God’s flock

[Paul, to church leaders:] So keep watch over yourselves and over all the 
flock which the Holy Spirit has placed in your care. Be shepherds of the 
church of God, which he made his own through the blood of his Son.    Acts 
20:28 GNT

�¾Pray for church members …

[Paul, to church members:] We have not stopped praying for you since the 
first day we heard about you. In fact, we always pray that God will show 
you everything he wants you to do and that you may have all the wisdom 
and understanding that his Spirit gives.    Colossians 1:9 CEV

… and strengthen members in the faith

[Paul, to church members:] You are our dear friends, and everything we do 
is to make you stronger.    2 Corinthians 12:19b NCV™

�¾Work hard at helping church members

[Paul, speaking to church members of Epaphras:] For I can testify that he 
has worked hard for you and for those in Laodicea and Hierapolis.    
Colossians 4:13 NET
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30.  Church Leadership

�¾Leaders must be godly and competent …

Church officials are in charge of God’s work, and so they must also have a 
good reputation. They must not be bossy, quick-tempered, heavy drinkers, 
bullies, or dishonest in business. 8Instead, they must be friendly to 
strangers and enjoy doing good things. They must also be sensible, fair, 
pure, and self-controlled.    Titus 1:7–8 CEV

[Jethro, advising Moses:] But choose some capable men from among the 
people—men who respect God, who can be trusted, and who will not 
change their decisions for money. Make these men officers over the people, 
to rule over groups of thousands, hundreds, fifties, and tens.    Exodus 
18:21 NCV™

… and leaders must have a deep love for church members

[Paul, to church members:] Because of our love for you we were ready to 
share with you not only the Good News from God but even our own lives. 
You were so dear to us!    1 Thessalonians 2:8 GNT

[ �* Note that Paul’s relationship with the churches he watched over, 
provides a good model for church leaders in their relationship with church 
members.]

�¾As a leader, provide good leadership

Elders who provide effective leadership must be counted worthy of double 
honor, especially those who work hard in speaking and teaching.    
1 Timothy 5:17 NET

�¾Be gentle and sparing in the use of authority …

[Paul, to church members:] Instead, we were gentle among you, like a 
nursing mother tenderly caring for her own children.    1 Thessalonians 
2:7b ISV
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[ �* The concept of “fellowship” involves sharing and participating in a 
partnership concerning a common interest or purpose, which for believers 
is their faith and life in Christ. This is shown in the Greek word translated 
as “fellowship” (“koinonia”) which emphasizes participation. Believers 
participate in Christ and church activities, and in each other’s lives.

The above verse shows that the fellowship believers have together is not 
only based on their common relationship in Jesus Christ, but is also a 
fellowship with God, Christ and the Holy Spirit]

�¾Participate together in church activities

They [the believers] all continued praying together with some women, 
including Mary the mother of Jesus, and Jesus’ brothers.    Acts 1:14 NCV™

[Paul, to the church in Corinth:] My friends, I ask you 16to obey leaders like 
them and to do the same for all others who work hard with you.    
1 Corinthians 16:15b–16 CEV

�¾Share together in both joy and suffering

Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep.    Romans 
12:15 NET

[ �* Fellow believers may well be primarily in view here.]

�¾Love each other as Jesus Christ loved us, even laying down his life …

[Jesus:] This is my command: Love each other as I have loved you. 13The 
greatest love a person can show is to die for his friends.    John 15:12–
13 NCV™

…Love is expressed by loving actions

[John, to believers:] Suppose someone has enough to live and sees a 
brother or sister in need, but does not help. Then God’s love is not living in 
that person. 18My children, we should love people not only with words and 
talk, but by our actions and true caring.    1 John 3:17–18 NCV™
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�¾Pray earnestly and constantly for each other

So Peter was kept in prison, but those in the church were earnestly praying 
to God for him.    Acts 12:5 NET

Never stop praying, especially for others. Always pray by the power of the 
Spirit. Stay alert and keep praying for God’s people.    Ephesians 6:18 CEV

�¾Encourage each other

You must encourage one another each day. And you must keep on while 
there is still a time that can be called “today.”    Hebrews 3:13a CEV

�¾Be concerned for each other …

But God has put the [church] body together and has given special honor to 
the parts that lack it, 25so that there might be no disharmony in the body, 
but that its parts should have the same concern for each other.    
1 Corinthians 12:24–25 ISV

[ �* Here Paul is teaching that the members of the church body should have 
an equal and deep concern for one another.]

… and so help each other

[The writer, to believers:] Carry one another’s burdens, and in this way you 
will fulfill the law of Christ.    Galatians 6:2 NET

[ �* By helping each other in need, we effectively obey Jesus Christ’s 
teachings.]

God is always fair. He will remember how you helped his people in the past 
and how you are still helping them. You belong to God, and he won’t 
forget the love you have shown his people.    Hebrews 6:10 CEV
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What is meant by being baptized in (or into) the name of Jesus Christ?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

Does a person need to be baptized to be a Christian?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

Explain the significance or meaning of the Lord’s Supper?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

What does “confessing” Jesus Christ involve?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

What are the advantages or benefits of keeping the Sabbath holy?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________
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of your animals, or the foreigners living in your cities. That way your 
servants may rest as you do.    Deuteronomy 5:12–14 NCV™

[�* Israel was to observe the Sabbath as a sign of being God’s people. The 
necessity for Christians to observe it has been the subject of debate.]

… but it is permissible to do good and necessary things on the 
Sabbath

Jesus left and went into one of the Jewish meeting places, 10where there 
was a man whose hand was crippled. Some Pharisees wanted to accuse 
Jesus of doing something wrong, and they asked him, “Is it right to heal 
someone on the Sabbath?” 11Jesus answered, “If you had a sheep that fell 
into a ditch on the Sabbath, wouldn’t you lift it out? 12People are worth 
much more than sheep, and so it is right to do good on the Sabbath.” 
13Then Jesus told the man, “Hold out your hand.” The man did, and it 
became as healthy as the other one.    Matthew 12:9–13 CEV

Part F.  Church Life          9

Why is it important to meet together with other Christians?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

How do we benefit in participating and sharing in things with other 
believers?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

How do you show love to people in your church?  What else can you do?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

What steps could you take to pray more consistently for members of 
your church?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

Can you think of a time when another person encouraged you?  How did 
this affect you?  Who can you encourage?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________
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27.  Worshiping God

[�* Worship of God involves honoring him – recognizing his worthiness, 
including his divine characteristics and wonderful deeds. It must be 
carried out with great admiration and respect. It is performed both in 
church groups and privately.

Worship is done directly through praise and thanksgiving. It is also done 
through serving God. As such the following section on serving God is also 
pertinent to worship.]

�¾We must worship God – and God alone

[God:] Worship only me, the LORD your God!    Exodus 23:25a CEV

Then Nebuchadnezzar said, “Praise the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego. Their God has sent his angel and saved his servants from the 
fire! These three men trusted their God and refused to obey my command. 
They were willing to die rather than serve or worship any god other than 
their own.    Daniel 3:28 NCV™

�¾Worship God for his greatness and deeds – and because he is God

[David, to God:] All the nations, whom you created, will come and worship 
you, O Lord. They will honor your name. 10For you are great and do 
amazing things. You alone are God.    Psalms 86:9–10 NET

�¾Worship God in spirit

[Jesus:]  But a time is coming — and now is here — when the true 
worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks 
such people to be his worshipers. 24God is spirit, and the people who 
worship him must worship in spirit and truth.    John 4:23–24 CEV

[ �* To worship “in spirit” is primarily an inward activity, rather than being 
centered on the performing of ceremonial acts (which was such a main part 
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blood. Whenever you drink it, do so in memory of me.”    1 Corinthians 
11:23–25 GNT

[ �* This passage speaks of what is often called “the Lord’s Supper”. The 
Lord’s Supper is regularly practiced in churches. It symbolizes and 
remembers Jesus Christ’s death for us. The breaking of the bread 
symbolizes the breaking of his body, and the pouring out of the wine 
symbolizes the pouring out of his blood – for the forgiveness of our sins.

In the above passage, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood” (v. 25), 
speaks of Jesus Christ’s blood, shed in his death, introducing the new 
relationship – or covenant – between God and his people. In part at least 
this was achieved by his death bringing forgiveness for the sins of God’s 
people.]

�¾Confess (or acknowledge) Jesus Christ, before others

[Jesus:] “But I tell you, the Son of Man will acknowledge before God’s 
angels everyone who acknowledges me before people.   Luke 12:8 ISV

[ �* The NT speaks of confessing or acknowledging Jesus Christ. Usually it is 
indicated or suggested that this is done in the presence of others. 
Confessing Jesus Christ is an expression of commitment to him, as Lord, 
and involves stating what one believes about him. It is often done formally 
at one’s baptism and in church with the recital of creeds or “confessions”. 
In addition, many Christians will experience times in which they should 
acknowledge Jesus Christ and their faith in him before unbelievers – often 
at the cost or risk of being persecuted.]

�¾The Sabbath is holy – keep it holy by resting on it; …

[Moses, to the Israelites:] Keep the Sabbath as a holy day, as the LORD
your God has commanded you. 13You may work and get everything done 
during six days each week, 14but the seventh day is a day of rest to honor 
the LORD your God. On that day no one may do any work: not you, your 
son or daughter, your male or female slaves, your ox, your donkey, or any 
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29.  Significant Practices

�¾God’s people are baptized in (or into) the “name” of Jesus Christ

On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.    Acts 
19:5 ISV

[ �* The Greek for “baptism” denotes washing in water. By being baptized in 
or into the “name” of Jesus Christ, a person declares their identification 
and relationship with Jesus Christ – and also their commitment to him.
In this identification or union with Christ, baptism points both to the 
death of our old self in Christ’s death and to being raised up in union with 
him to live a new spiritual life  (cf. Romans 6:3–5).]

�¾Baptism also signifies belief …

But when they believed what Philip was saying about God’s kingdom and 
about the name of Jesus Christ, they were all baptized.    Acts 8:12 CEV

[ �* Baptism is a declaration and confirmation of belief.]

… and baptism signifies the washing away of sins

[Ananias, to Saul:] Get up, be baptized, and wash your sins away, trusting 
in him to save you.    Acts 22:16b NCV™

[�* This should not be interpreted to mean that baptism in itself brings the 
forgiveness of sin. Rather, the external washing in water is symbolic of 
one’s spiritual cleansing.]

�¾Observe the Lord’s Supper – in remembrance of Jesus and his death

[Paul, to believers:] For I received from the Lord the teaching that I passed 
on to you: that the Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took a piece of 
bread, 24gave thanks to God, broke it, and said, “This is my body, which is 
for you. Do this in memory of me.” 25In the same way, after the supper he 
took the cup and said, “This cup is God’s new covenant, sealed with my 
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of OT worship). It involves our spirit – and thus our mind and will. To begin 
with, our heart and/or conscience must be right before God. Then we must 
be honest and open in approaching God (to worship in “truth”, cf. John 
4:23–24 above), and fully focused on God. Not least, we must worship by 
the Holy Spirit (cf. Philippians 3:3 below). This involves: being conscious of 
the Spirit; relying on the Spirit’s help to relate with God; and being open to 
the Spirit’s promptings.]

We worship God through his Spirit, and our pride is in Christ Jesus.    
Philippians 3:3b NCV™

�¾Worship God with reverence and awe

[The writer, to believers:] Let us be thankful, then, because we receive a 
kingdom that cannot be shaken. Let us be grateful and worship God in a 
way that will please him, with reverence and awe; 29because our God is 
indeed a destroying fire.    Hebrews 12:28–29 GNT

�¾Worship God together with other people of God …

Ezra [the priest] praised the great LORD God, and the people shouted, 
“Amen! Amen!” Then they bowed with their faces to the ground and 
worshiped the LORD.    Nehemiah 8:6 CEV

… Offer praise and thanksgiving together

They [Jews] praised the LORD and gave thanks as they took turns singing: 
“The LORD is good! His faithful love for Israel will last forever.” Everyone 
started shouting and praising the LORD because work on the foundation of 
the temple had begun.    Ezra 3:11 CEV

�¾We are also to worship God with offerings

He [God] is wonderful! Praise him and bring an offering into his temple. 
Worship the Lord, majestic and holy.    1 Chronicles 16:29 CEV

[ �* This implies that giving offerings (or gifts) to God is a part of 
worshiping him.]
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�¾Give willingly …

[Paul, to believers:] Each one of you should give just as he has decided in 
his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, because God loves a 
cheerful giver.    2 Corinthians 9:7 NET

… and give generously to God and his work

[Paul, to the Corinthian believers:] Therefore I thought it necessary to urge 
these brothers to go to you in advance and to arrange ahead of time the 
generous contribution you had promised, so this may be ready as a 
generous gift and not as something you feel forced to do. 6My point is this: 
The person who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the person 
who sows generously will also reap generously.    2 Corinthians 9:5–6 NET

[ �* Note that in v. 5 Paul is speaking of a gift towards the support of needy 
believers.]

�¾Note:  We must live righteously to acceptably worship God

[God, to ungodly people in Israel:] You twist the truth and stomp on justice. 
…21I, the LORD, hate and despise your religious celebrations and your 
times of worship. 22I won’t accept your offerings or animal sacrifices— not 
even your very best. 23No more of your noisy songs! I won’t listen when you 
play your harps.24But let justice and fairness flow like a river that never 
runs dry.    Amos 5:7b, 21–24 CEV
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How do you serve God? What other work could you do for him?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

How can we ensure our work will produce “the kind of fruit that will last” 
(John 15:16)?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

What are the advantages of working with other believers in serving God?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

Which gift of the Holy Spirit do you think you have?  If you are not sure, 
how could you find out?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

What should one do in seeking to be guided by God?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________
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… Use your spiritual gift to build up the church

It was he [Christ] who “gave gifts”; he appointed some to be apostles, 
others to be prophets, others to be evangelists, others to be pastors and 
teachers. 12He did this to prepare all God’s people for the work of 
Christian service, in order to build up the body of Christ.    Ephesians 4:11–
12 GNT

�¾Note:  To be guided by God, live a godly life …

 [God:] If you put an end to oppression, to every gesture of contempt, and 
to every evil word; 10if you give food to the hungry and satisfy those who 
are in need, then the darkness around you will turn to the brightness of 
noon. 11And I will always guide you and satisfy you with good things.    
Isaiah 58:9b–11a GNT

[ �* The topic of being guided by God is very important to serving God. For 
we need to understand his will in regard to how we should serve him.

God’s guidance may come through such sources as: the Holy Spirit’s 
promptings; an inner certainty (itself largely of the Holy Spirit); Scripture; 
circumstances; or advice from others. But God does not always guide his 
people by making them aware of his will. They may not even be aware of 
being guided by God, only realizing later that he did guide them. The Bible 
actually says little about how we should find out God’s guidance, but does 
speak of how living a godly life and prayer are critical for being open to it 
(as is indicated by the above passage and the following subsection).]

… and pray, asking God to guide you  (as in troubled times)

[David, to God:] You are my rock and my protection. For the good of your 
name, lead me and guide me.    Psalms 31:3 NCV™
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In your own words, explain what it means to worship God “in spirit and 
truth” (John 4:23–24)?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

How can we worship God “with reverence and awe” (Heb 12:28)?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

What do you do to worship God?  Is there anything else that you should 
do?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

Why is it important to give to God?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

Is there any change you should make in how or what you give to God?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________
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28.  Serving God

�¾Serve only God

Then Jesus said to him, “Go away, Satan! Because it is written, ‘You must 
worship the Lord your God and serve only him.’”    Matthew 4:10 ISV

�¾Be devoted to God’s work …

Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that 
your work in the Lord is never wasted.    1 Corinthians 15:58b NCV™

… Stop living for yourself so as to live for God and Jesus Christ

[Jesus:] “ If anyone wants to become my follower, he must deny himself, 
take up his cross daily, and follow me.    Luke 9:23b NET

[ �* We must deny ourselves – give up living for ourselves and what we want –
and live for Christ instead, daily accepting the accompanying difficulties.]

�¾Do quality work that bears “fruit” – “fruit” that will last

[Jesus, to his disciples:] And I gave you this work: to go and produce fruit, 
fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you anything you ask for in my 
name.    John 15:16b NCV™

[�* Here “fruit” likely refers to spiritual outcomes of quality work for God’s 
kingdom.]

�¾Pray to God for help in the work …

[The believers, praying:] We are your servants. So make us brave enough 
to speak your message. 30Show your mighty power, as we heal people and 
work miracles and wonders in the name of your holy Servant Jesus. 31After 
they had prayed, the meeting place shook. They were all filled with the 
Holy Spirit and bravely spoke God’s message.    Acts 4:29b–31 CEV
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… for apart from God and Jesus Christ we can accomplish nothing

[Jesus, to his disciples:] Those who remain in me, and I in them, will bear 
much fruit; for you can do nothing without me.    John 15:5b GNT

�¾Serve each other …

Serve each other with love.    Galatians 5:13b NCV™

… and do God’s work together

[Paul, to Syzygus:] And, my true partner, I ask you to help them. These 
women have worked together with me and with Clement and with the others 
in spreading the good news.    Philippians 4:3a CEV

�¾God gives each believer a spiritual gift, through the Holy Spirit …

Something from the Spirit can be seen in each person [each believing 
church member], for the common good. 8The Spirit gives one person the 
ability to speak with wisdom, and the same Spirit gives another the ability 
to speak with knowledge. 9The same Spirit gives faith to one person. And, to 
another, that one Spirit gives gifts of healing. 10The Spirit gives to another 
person the power to do miracles, to another the ability to prophesy. And he 
gives to another the ability to know the difference between good and evil 
spirits. The Spirit gives one person the ability to speak in different kinds of 
languages and to another the ability to interpret those languages.    
1 Corinthians 12:7–10 NCV™

[�* The abilities to speak with wisdom and knowledge (v. 8) quite possibly 
are respectively “the ability to give wise advice” (NLT) or insight and “the 
gift of special knowledge” (NLT) – with probably the application and 
conveying of spiritual truths being particularly in view. The ability to 
prophesy (v. 10) concerns speaking messages from God, such as a telling of 
a future event or of God’s will about a certain matter. The ability to know 
the difference between spirits (v. 10) appears to be the ability to tell 
whether something, such as a prophecy or teaching, is prompted by the 
Holy Spirit or a demonic spirit. The gift of speaking in different kinds of 
languages (v. 10) is the ability to speak in an unlearned language. (Note that 
further spiritual gifts are mentioned in the following subsection.)]


