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Overview of The Bible Unpacked

There are seven editions of The Bible Unpacked, as shown below. Each edition 
is an abbreviated version of the next longest edition. As such they have similar 
structures. Four of the editions have studies based on them, with the same text 
and questions added. For more details and free downloads of all the material, go 
to www.thebibleunpacked.net.

Two-Minute Edition :  An overview of the Bible’s teaching for people “on 
the run”.    For giving to non-Christians.

Pocket Edition :  An overview of the Bible’s teaching for seekers of truth.
Largely for giving to inquiring non-Christians or young new Christians.

Concise Edition :  An overview of the Bible’s teaching for new and 
young believers.  For either new or young Christians.  Suitable to 
give to non-Christian friends.   Has study series based on it.

Foundations Edition :  A compilation of the Bible’s teaching for 
believers consolidating their faith.  For newer Christians.
Study series based on it is ideal for studies with newer believers.

Intermediate Edition :  A compilation of the Bible’s teaching 
for believers growing in the faith.  For Christians wanting to 
build on a basic understanding of the faith.

Study series based on it is excellent for Bible study groups.

Comprehensive Edition : A compilation of 
the Bible’s teaching for believers established 
in the faith. For a comprehensive knowledge 
of the faith. Useful as a study or a devotional 
tool - and preparing talks.

Studies are ideal for studying topics in more detail.

In-Depth Edition :  A compilation of the Bible’s teaching for teachers 
and students of the Bible.  For Christians keen to gain a deep 
understanding of their faith.  Useful for speakers preparing talks, 
leaders of study groups, Bible students and Bible colleges.
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A Quick Word

Introduction to Part D.  God and His Own People

The Bible has much to say about how God relates to his own people – those 
who seek to follow him. This includes teaching on the key factors involved 
in how God relates to each of his people. The Bible also tells how God 
transforms and cares for his people – as well about his plans for them. Many 
of the verses on these topics are among the best-loved verses in the Bible.

Overview of the Foundations Study Series

This series of studies aims to present a compilation of the Bible’s teachings 
in a clear and readable order. There are eight booklets in the series, based on 
the eight parts of the book The Bible Unpacked - Foundations Edition. Each 
booklet has five chapters, with questions added. 

See the Appendix for a full listing of all the topics. Note that studying
booklets alternatively from the two major divisions (What to Know and What 
to Do) would add variety.

The material contains Bible verses. Before the verses are headings, which 
reflect what the verses say – in particular the parts of the verses in italics. 
Comments are in Comic Sans MS font and introduced with a hand symbol (�*).

The verses often have a brief introduction. Usually these state who is 
speaking and often who they are speaking to. Apart from God and Jesus 
Christ, the main speakers are:

�xMoses – who lead the Israelites out of Egypt and taught them God’s laws;

�xDavid – Israel’s greatest king who wrote many of the psalms, most of 
which are essentially prayers;

�xIsaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel and other prophets – who spoke to the 
people of Israel on God’s behalf; and

�xPaul, Peter, John and other leaders of the early church – who spoke to 
various groups and wrote letters to believers.

Much care has been taken to interpret the verses in the light of both the 
passage they are from and Scripture as a whole. Nevertheless, if you 
encounter a verse that is used to teach something that is contrary to or goes 
beyond your understanding, read the section in the Bible from which it is 
taken and also consider how its teaching fits in with Scripture as a whole.

– Paul Mallison

Part D.  God and His Own People          25

How specific do you think God’s plans are for each Christian?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

Are you aware of a particular role or kind of work that God wants you to 
do? If not, what could you do to discover what work God wants to do 
through you?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

In what ways does God’s power work through his people?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

How does God guide us?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

What encouragement can believers today draw from the prophecies of 
God’s renewal of Israel?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________



24         The Bible Unpacked – Foundations Study Series

nation of Israel and Jerusalem in particular. It speaks of both physical and 
spiritual renewal, taking place at the end of this age. There are 
differences of opinion as to what degree these prophecies of a renewed 
Israel are literal and physical, as opposed to symbolic or spiritual. If the 
latter is the case, then the prophecies are more likely to be referring to 
all believers – the “new” Israel. As such they would be portraying God’s 
people and kingdom following Jesus Christ’s mission and/or quite possibly 
looking ahead to heaven or the new Jerusalem (cf. Revelation 21–22).]

… and God will dwell among his people in Jerusalem, forever

[God:] I will return to Jerusalem and live there on Mount Zion. Then 
Jerusalem will be known as my faithful city, and Zion will be known as my 
holy mountain.    Zechariah 8:3a CEV

[God:] Ezekiel, son of man, this temple is my throne on earth. I will live 
here among the people of Israel forever.    Ezekiel 43:7a CEV
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Suggestions For Study Groups

Preliminary matters:

�xBeforehand the leader should: check the context of any verses they are not 
familiar with; and review the questions. If need be, they should compose 
questions more applicable to the group.

�xEach person should have a Bible, in case they need to check the context of 
a verse. It would also be helpful to have Bible commentaries on hand.

�xPray before beginning the study. Ask God for help in understanding the 
meaning of the verses and to affect your lives through them. Also pray 
together at the end.

Doing the study:

�xIdeally, read the material and answer the questions prior to the meeting. 
Then share answers and discuss any issues arising from the material in the 
meeting.

�xAlternatively, read the material and answer the questions in the meeting –
reading either aloud as a group or individually (prior to sharing answers). 
If reading as a group, try having one person read the headings, another 
read the verses and another read the comments. Additionally, a fourth 
person could read the Bible references.

�xAnswers need not be limited to only what is mentioned in the material.

�xThe group should feel free to diverge from the study if related issues arise.

General or Concluding questions:

If time permits, conclude with one or more of the following questions:

�xWhat is something that you either:  did not know before; gained greater 
insight into; or needed reminding of?

�xWhat verse would be helpful to memorize and bear in mind during the 
next week?

�xIn taking the verses seriously, is there anything you should change in:
(a) how you relate to God or to other people; or
(b) any other area of your life (e.g. attitudes, values or behavior)?
Are there any specific steps you could take to do this?
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16.  God’s People in Relationship to God

[�* This section looks at the position or standing of God’s people in 
relationship to God. Probably the most basic aspect of this is simply that 
they are God’s people and so belong to him. As such the relationship 
between believers and God is both a strong one and a close one. This is 
underlined by them also being viewed as his children and his church.]

�¾Prelude:  God enables people to believe and turn to Jesus Christ

But other believers, who were from Cyprus and Cyrene, went to Antioch 
and proclaimed the message to Gentiles also, telling them the Good News 
about the Lord Jesus. 21The Lord’s power was with them, and a great 
number of people believed and turned to the Lord.    Acts 11:20–21 GNT

[ �* The people’s belief and turning to the Lord (v. 21b) is attributed to 
neither how the message was presented nor the people’s own initiative, but 
to the Lord’s power (v. 21a). Note that in believing and turning to God (or 
Jesus Christ), we become his people.]

�¾God’s people belong to him

[Paul, to believers:] You put your faith in Christ and were given the 
promised Holy Spirit to show that you belong to God.    Ephesians 1:13 CEV

�¾For they are God’s people …

[Paul, to believers:] God loves you and has chosen you as his own special 
people. So be gentle, kind, humble, meek, and patient.    Colossians 
3:12 CEV

The LORD said, “They are my people; they will not deceive me.”    Isaiah 
63:8 GNT

… and God is their God

[Abijah, king of Judah:] But as for us, the LORD is our God and we have not 
rejected him.    2 Chronicles 13:10a NET
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�¾God guides his people always …

[God, to his people:] And I will always guide you and satisfy you with 
good things.    Isaiah 58:11a GNT

[ �* Note that the Bible speaks of God guiding his people in fulfilling his 
plans and purposes for them. More particularly, it tells of God guiding them 
in: living righteous lives; doing his work; and making choices in other 
matters.]

… As such, God guides them in difficult circumstances

[Moses, to the Israelites:] He led you through the large and terrible desert 
that was dry and had no water, and that had poisonous snakes and stinging 
insects.    Deuteronomy 8:15a NCV™

[David:] When I am ready to give up, he knows what I should do.    Psalms 
142:3 GNT

�¾Note:  God has plans to renew and greatly bless Israel …

Jerusalem, the nations will see your goodness, and all kings will see your 
glory. Then you will have a new name, which the LORD himself will give 
you. 3You will be like a beautiful crown in the LORD’s hand, like a king’s 
crown in your God’s hand.    Isaiah 62:2–3 NCV™

[�* The Israelites were God’s original people, but their disobedience and 
rejection of Jesus Christ brought judgment from God. However a lot of 
Old Testament prophecy speaks of God’s plans for the renewal of the 
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20.  God’s Plans for His People

�¾God has plans and purposes for his people …

[David, to God:] You have done many things for us, O LORD our God; 
there is no one like you! You have made many wonderful plans for us. I 
could never speak of them all—their number is so great!    Psalms 40:5 GNT

For David, after he had served God’s purpose in his own generation, died 
and was laid to rest with his ancestors, and so he experienced decay.    Acts 
13:36 ISV

… Notably, these plans and purposes include work for his people to 
do

[Paul, to believers:] God has made us what we are, and in our union with 
Christ Jesus he has created us for a life of good deeds, which he has 
already prepared for us to do.    Ephesians 2:10 GNT

�¾In spite of his people’s troubles, God will fulfill his purposes for 
them

[David:] Though I walk straight into trouble, you [God] preserve my life, 
stretching out your hand to fight the vehemence of my enemies, and your 
right hand delivers me. 8The LORD will complete what his purpose is for 
me.    Psalms 138:7–8a ISV

�¾God makes them willing and able to do his work …

[Paul, to believers:] God is working in you to make you willing and able to 
obey him.    Philippians 2:13 CEV

… and God has great power for his people doing his work

With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus, and abundant grace was on them all.    Acts 4:33 ISV
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�¾God is their Father …

[Paul, to believers:] To all those loved by God in Rome, called to be saints: 
Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ!    
Romans 1:7 NET

… and they are God’s children

But to all who did accept him [Jesus] and believe in him he gave the right 
to become children of God. 13They did not become his children in any 
human way—by any human parents or human desire. They were born of 
God.    John 1:12–13 NCV™

[�* Those who accept Jesus Christ and believe in him (v. 12a) are enabled to 
become God’s children (v. 12b) – born of God (v. 13) into spiritual life.]

�¾God’s people form his church

[Paul, to church leaders:]  Be like shepherds to God’s church. It is the flock 
that he bought with the blood of his own Son.    Acts 20:28b CEV

[ �* Church members have in a real sense been bought by God and so they 
belong to him.]

�¾God’s people are “in” Jesus Christ …

From Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, to the saints 
[believers], the faithful in Christ Jesus.    Ephesians 1:1 NET

[ �* The concept of being “in” Jesus Christ involves the association or 
correlation of believers with Jesus Christ, by which God views them in 
association with Jesus Christ. It is based on, or at least connected with, 
their spiritual union with him. As such they participate with Jesus Christ in 
such things as: his victory over sin and death; his life; and other blessings 
he has secured. As such it has great significance in the relationship of 
believers to God – and of their relationship to Jesus Christ.]
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… “In” Jesus Christ they are redeemed and forgiven

[Paul, to believers:] In him we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.    
Colossians 1:14 ISV

[ �* “By virtue of union with Christ, redemption and forgiveness are ours.” –
Zondervan NIV Bible Commentary Note that “redemption” or being 
“redeemed” refers to the concept of being bought by God with Jesus 
Christ’s death from enslavement to sin.]

�¾Note:  God’s people have access to God through Jesus Christ

[Paul, to believers:] Yes, it is through Christ we all have the right to come 
to the Father in one Spirit.    Ephesians 2:18 NCV™

[�* Verses such as this which speak of God’s people relating to God (e.g. 
praying to him) “through” Jesus Christ, appear to have in view one or more 
of the following three concepts: Jesus Christ’s death opening the way into 
God’s presence; Jesus Christ’s priesthood; and God’s people being “in” 
Jesus Christ. All three of these are aspects of Jesus Christ’s role as a 
mediator in a believer’s relationship with God.]
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What troubles have you had in which God has helped you?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

How should believing that God is always able to save, affect the way we 
act and think?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

Even with all the great promises in the Bible, bad things still happen to 
some of God’s people. Why do you think this is so?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

How does God provide for you?  How do you and/or how should you 
respond to this?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

In what ways does God strengthen his people?  (Answer as if you were 
explaining this to a new Christian.)

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________
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Then Jesus asked his disciples, “When I sent you out that time without 
purse, bag, or shoes, did you lack anything?” “Not a thing,” they 
answered.    Luke 22:35 GNT

�¾God strengthens his people

Even children become tired and need to rest, and young people trip and fall. 
31But the people who trust the LORD will become strong again. They will 
rise up as an eagle in the sky; they will run and not need rest; they will 
walk and not become tired.    Isaiah 40:30–31 NCV™

�¾God keeps his people, protecting them until the end

[Peter, to believers:] You have faith in God, whose power will protect you 
until the last day. Then he will save you, just as he has always planned to 
do.    1 Peter 1:5 CEV

[Jesus:] And it is the will of him who sent me that I should not lose any of 
all those he has given me, but that I should raise them all to life on the last 
day.    John 6:39 GNT

Part D.  God and His Own People          9

In what sense do Christians belong to God?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

What does being a child of God mean to you?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

What is God’s “church”?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

In your own words explain what being “in Jesus Christ” means.

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

What do you think relating to God through Jesus Christ involves?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________
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17.  How God Relates to His People

[�* This section looks at key factors that underlie and influence all God 
does in relating to his people.]

�¾God is always with his people

[God, to Joshua:] No one will be able to defeat you all your life. Just as I 
was with Moses, so I will be with you. I will not leave you or forget you.    
Joshua 1:5 NCV™

[Jesus:] I will be with you always, even until the end of the world.    
Matthew 28:20b CEV

[ �* Note that at least most of what this chapter section says about God is 
also applicable to Jesus Christ – as reflected by the verses here in this 
subsection.]

�¾God knows his people …

The LORD said to Moses, “I’ll do the very thing that you have said, because 
you have found favor in my sight and I know you by name.”    Exodus 
33:17 ISV

[ �* The expression “I know you by name” indicates: intimate knowledge – “I 
know you very well” (GNB, NCV); and a personal relationship – “I know you 
personally” (AMP); “you are my friend” (NLT, cf. CEV).]

…and God knows his people’s needs

Your Father [God] already knows what you need before you ask him.    
Matthew 6:8 GNT

�¾Moreover, God enables his people to know him

[Paul, to believers:] I always remember you in my prayers, 17asking the 
God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, to give you a spirit of 
wisdom and revelation so that you will know him better.    Ephesians 1:16b–
17 NCV™
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… God is able to save his people – no matter what the odds

Nothing can prevent the LORD from delivering, whether by many or by a 
few.”    1 Samuel 14:6b NET

�¾God sets them free from suffering and things that imprison

A woman was there who had a spirit that had disabled her for eighteen 
years. She was hunched over and completely unable to stand up straight. 
12When Jesus saw her, he called to her and said, "Woman, you are free from 
your illness." 13Then he placed his hands on her, and immediately she stood 
up straight and began praising God.    Luke 13:11–13 ISV

[A psalmist, to God:] LORD, I am your servant; I am your servant and the 
son of your female servant. You have freed me from my chains.    Psalms 
116:16 NCV™

[�* Note that in reading the verses about God saving his people, we should 
bear in mind that the Bible also speaks of God’s people experiencing 
sufferings common to all people and also persecution for their faith (cf. 
39. Hard Times  and 40. Persecution ). God can and does save his people, but 
also does allow and even ordain difficult experiences for his people – often 
for reasons that may not be clear..]

�¾God enables them to overcome all that is in the world

[Paul, to believers:] If God is with us, no one can defeat us. …35Can 
anything separate us from the love Christ has for us? Can troubles or 
problems or sufferings or hunger or nakedness or danger or violent death? 
…37But in all these things we have full victory through God who showed 
his love for us.    Romans 8:31b, 35, 37 NCV™

�¾God provides for all their needs – they will not lack anything

[Paul, to believers who had supported him:] And my God will fully supply 
your every need according to his glorious riches in the Messiah Jesus.    
Philippians 4:19 ISV
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19.  God’s Care of His People

�¾God cares for his people

The LORD is good; he protects his people in times of trouble; he takes care 
of those who turn to him.    Nahum 1:7 GNT

God cares for you, so turn all your worries over to him.    1 Peter 5:7 CEV

�¾God consistently helps his people in need

God is our shelter and strength, always ready to help in times of trouble.    
Psalms 46:1 GNT

[Paul:] But to this very day I have been helped by God, and so I stand here 
giving my witness to all, to small and great alike.    Acts 26:22a GNT

�¾God saves them out of all troubles …

The LORD hears those who cry out, and he delivers them from all their 
distress. …19A righteous person will have many troubles, but the LORD will 
deliver him from them all.    Psalms 34:17, 19 ISV

[Paul:] However, the Lord stood by me and gave me strength so that 
through me the message might be fully proclaimed and all the gentiles 
could hear it. I was rescued out of a lion’s mouth. 18The Lord will rescue 
me from every evil attack and will take me safely to his heavenly kingdom.
Glory belongs to him forever and ever! Amen.    2 Timothy 4:17–18 ISV

[ �* Christ had rescued Paul from physical danger (v. 17) – in fact he had 
done so many times (cf. 3:11). However in light of vv. 6–8 which indicate 
that Paul’s death was near, it appears that in v. 18 Paul is not this time 
referring to a physical rescue but a spiritual one – where the Lord would 
bring him “safely to his heavenly kingdom”.]
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�¾God loves his people greatly

[David, to God:] You are good to us and forgiving, full of constant love for all 
who pray to you.    Psalms 86:5 GNT

Wicked people have many troubles, but the LORD’s love surrounds those 
who trust him.    Psalms 32:10 NCV™

�¾God is faithful to his people

The LORD always proves faithful and reliable to those who follow the 
demands of his covenant.    Psalms 25:10 NET

�¾God shows much grace to his people

[Paul, to the Corinthians:] And in their [needy believers’] prayers on your 
behalf they long for you because of the extraordinary grace God has shown 
to you.    2 Corinthians 9:14 NET

[ �* Here Paul speaks of God’s grace in moving the Corinthians to generously 
give towards supporting needy believers. The verse illustrates that God’s 
grace (his undeserved favor) is shown not only in his provision of salvation, 
but also in his ongoing dealings with his people.]

�¾God gives his people his Holy Spirit, to live in them

[Paul, to believers:] All of this happens because God has given us the Holy 
Spirit, who fills our hearts with his love.    Romans 5:5b CEV

[Paul, to Timothy:] Protect the truth that you were given; protect it with the 
help of the Holy Spirit who lives in us.    2 Timothy 1:14 NCV™

[�* God’s Holy Spirit living in his people is a key factor in how God relates to 
his people. The following subsections discuss aspects of this.]

�¾God continues to renew his people through the Holy Spirit …

[Paul, to believers:] I ask God from the wealth of his glory to give you 
power through his Spirit to be strong in your inner selves, …    Ephesians 
3:16 GNT
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… and God works through his people by the Holy Spirit

[God, to Zerubbabel who was a leader of the Jews:] I am the LORD All-
Powerful. So don’t depend on your own power or strength, but on my 
Spirit. 7Zerubbabel, that mountain in front of you will be leveled to the 
ground. Then you will bring out the temple’s most important stone and 
shout, “God has been very kind.”    Zechariah 4:6b–7 CEV

[ �* God would accomplish the work he was doing through Zerubbabel by his 
Spirit. By the Holy Spirit Zerubbabel would overcome mountainous 
problems, in completing the work of rebuilding the temple.]

�¾The Holy Spirit brings spiritual life and spiritual “fruit” …

It is the Spirit that gives life.    John 6:63a NCV™

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, 23gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against such 
things.    Galatians 5:22–23 ISV

… and the Holy Spirit helps God’s people

[Jesus, to his disciples:] Then I will ask the Father to send you the Holy 
Spirit who will help you and always be with you.    John 14:16 CEV

[Paul, to believers:] In certain ways we are weak, but the Spirit is here to 
help us. For example, when we don’t know what to pray for, the Spirit 
prays for us in ways that cannot be put into words.    Romans 8:26 CEV
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Explain in you own words the “spiritual life” that believers have.

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

What changes are you seeing in yourself, compared to before you 
became a Christian?  How are you more like Jesus Christ?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

Choose one of love, faith or hope - and say what is unique about the 
believer’s experience of it.

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

What did Jesus mean in speaking of his disciples’ joy being “complete” 
(cf. John 15:11)?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

To what degree do you experience God’s joy and peace?  What should 
we do to know more of this joy and peace?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________
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God’s peace, which is far beyond human understanding, will keep your 
hearts and minds safe in union with Christ Jesus.    Philippians 4:6–7 GNT

… and God gives his people joy

[Paul, to believers:] May God, the source of hope, fill you with all joy and 
peace by means of your faith in him, so that your hope will continue to 
grow by the power of the Holy Spirit.    Romans 15:13 GNT

[Jesus, to his disciples:] If you keep my commandments, you will abide in 
my love, just as I have kept my Father's commandments and abide in his 
love. 11I have told you this so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy 
may be complete.    John 15:10–11 ISV

�¾God gives his people wisdom and knowledge

If people please God, God will give them wisdom, knowledge, and joy.    
Ecclesiastes 2:26a NCV™
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How should knowing that God is always with his people affect the way 
we think and act?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

How do or how can we actually know God?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

How has God shown his love and/or his faithfulness to you?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

How does the Holy Spirit help us?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

Are you aware of the Holy Spirit’s work in your life?  If so, how?  If not, 
what can you do about it?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________
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18.  God’s Transformation of His People

�¾God’s people have spiritual life …

[Jesus:] The Spirit is the one who gives life; human nature is of no help!
The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and are life.    John 6:63 NET

[ �* Jesus’ words together with the Holy Spirit bring life. This spiritual life 
involves being “alive to God” (Romans 6:11) and comes through God’s Holy 
Spirit. Each believer has the Holy Spirit living in them. Because of this, 
believers have a spiritual awareness that enables them to live in 
relationship with God. As such they are “alive to God”.]

… In union with Jesus Christ, their sinful selves have “died” and they 
are now spiritually alive

[Paul, to believers:] We know that the persons we used to be were nailed to 
the cross with Jesus. This was done, so that our sinful bodies would no 
longer be the slaves of sin.7We know that sin doesn’t have power over 
dead people. 8As surely as we died with Christ, we believe we will also live 
with him. …11…Christ Jesus has given life to you, and you live for God.    
Romans 6:6–8, 11b CEV

[ �* In our union with Jesus Christ we are identified with him in his death 
and resurrection. In a spiritual sense our old sinful selves have died with 
him in his death and we have been made alive spiritually with him in his 
post-resurrection life.]

�¾God’s people are made holy, through Jesus Christ’s sacrifice …

So Jesus also suffered outside the city to make his people holy with his own 
blood.    Hebrews 13:12 NCV™

… God’s people are in fact being transformed to be like Jesus Christ

[Paul, to believers:] Our faces, then, are not covered. We all show the Lord’s
glory, and we are being changed to be like him.    2 Corinthians 3:18a NCV™

[�* Paul has the development of the believer’s holiness in view, with their 
characters growing more like Christ. As such believers increasingly reflect 
Christ’s glory.]
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�¾God disciplines his people as his children, that he loves …

[The writer, to believers:] The Lord disciplines those he loves, and he 
punishes everyone he accepts as his child.” 7So hold on through your 
sufferings, because they are like a father’s discipline. God is treating you 
as children. All children are disciplined by their fathers. 8If you are never 
disciplined (and every child must be disciplined), you are not true children.    
Hebrews 12:6–8 NCV™

[�* Note that God’s disciplining of his people (discussed here) and his 
teaching of them (mentioned in the following subsection) are two key 
aspects of how God transforms his people.]

… and God teaches his people

He shows those who are humble how to do right, and he teaches them his 
ways.    Psalms 25:9 NCV™

�¾God gives his people love and faith …

Peace to the brothers and sisters [believers], and love with faith, from God 
the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.    Ephesians 6:23 NET

… and God gives his people hope

[Peter, to believers:] Praise God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. God 
is so good, and by raising Jesus from death, he has given us new life and a 
hope that lives on.    1 Peter 1:3 CEV

[ �* Through Jesus Christ’s resurrection, God has given believers the hope 
of their own resurrection.]

�¾God gives his people peace …

The LORD gives perfect peace to those whose faith is firm.    Isaiah 26:3 CEV

[Paul, to believers:] Don’t worry about anything, but in all your prayers ask 
God for what you need, always asking him with a thankful heart. 7And 


