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Overview of The Bible Unpacked

There are seven editions Biie Bible Unpackedas shown below. Each edition

is an abbreviated version of the next longest edition. As such they have similar
structures. Four of the editions have studies based on them, with the same text
and questions added. For more details and free downloads of all the material, go
to www.thebibleunpacked.net

Two-Minute Edition : An overview of the Bible's teaching for people “on
the run”.  For giving to non-Christians.

Pocket Edition : An overview of the Bible’s teaching for seekers of truth.
Largely for giving to inquiring non-Christians or young new Christians.

Concise Edition : An overview of the Bible’s teaching for new and
young believers. For either new or young Christians. Suitable $@udies
give to non-Christian friends. Has study series based on it.

believers consolidating their faith. For newer Christians.

. Foundations Edition : A compilation of the Bible's teaching for
Study series based on it is ideal for studies with newer believerSiudies

for believers growing in the faith. For Christians wanting to.  ——=

' Intermediate Edition : A compilation of the Bible's teaching gmme

build on a basic understanding of the faith.
Study series based on it is excellent for Bible study groups.Studies

of the faith. Useful as a study or a devotional
tool - and preparing talks.

Studies are ideal for studying topics in more detail. Studies

I

Comprehensive Edition : A compilation of
the Bible’s teaching for believers established
in the faith. For a comprehensive knowledge

In-Depth Edition : A compilation of the Bible's teaching for teachers

and students of the Bible. For Christians keen to gain a deep
understanding of their faith. Useful for speakers preparing talks,
leaders of study groups, Bible students and Bible colleges.
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A Quick Word

Introductionto Part B. God and the World: Basics

To understand God'’s relationship with the world, it is vital that we grasp the
things that are basic to it. As such we need to know what the Bible says
about: the creation of the world; God'’s rule; the role of God’s word; and the
problem of sin, with its consequences. Furthermore, these things are
important for appreciating the significance of Jesus Christ.

Overview of the Foundations Study Series

This series of studies aims to present a compilation of the Bible’s teachings

in a clear and readable order. There are eight booklets in the series, based on

the eight parts of the bodihe Bible Unpacked - Foundations Editi&ach
booklet has five chapters, with questions added.

See the Appendix for a full listing of all the topics. Note that studying
booklets alternatively from the two major divisionghat to KnowandWhat
to Do) would add variety.

The material contains Bible verses. Before the verses are headings, which
reflect what the verses say — in particular the parts of the verses in italics.

Comments are iGomic Sans MS font and introduced with a hand symbgj.(

The verses often have a brief introduction. Usually these state who is
speaking and often who they are speaking to. Apart from God and Jesus
Christ, the main speakers are:

xMoses —who lead the Israelites out of Egypt and taught them God’s laws;

xDavid — Israel’'s greatest king who wrote many of the psalms, most of
which are essentially prayers;

xlIsaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel and other prophets — who spoke to the
people of Israel on God'’s behalf; and

xPaul, Peter, John and other leaders of the early church — who spoke to
various groups and wrote letters to believers.

Much care has been taken to interpret the verses in the light of both the
passage they are from and Scripture as a whole. Nevertheless, if you
encounter a verse that is used to teach something that is contrary to or goes
beyond your understanding, read the section in the Bible from which it is
taken and also consider how its teaching fits in with Scripture as a whole.

— Paul Mallison
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® How should the statement that God is the judge of the world encourage
us?

® What factors make God's judgment just?

® How do you think God may enact his judicial retribution in the present
time? Are there any happenings that you think may be God'’s judgment?

= Why do you think that God's judgment of the wicked is not more
immediate?

® |f God did not judge us, would there have been any need for Jesus
Christ to die?
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... but in due time God does take action against the wicked
X Y o £
4
70 =
[God:] To me belong vengeance and recompense. In due time their feet

will slip, because their time of calamity is near and the things prepared for
them draw near. Deuteronomy 32:35 ISV

¥%Note: Eventually God determined to bring destruction on unfaithful
Israel, ...

[God:] My people, you abandoned me and walked away. | am tired of
showing mercy; that's why I'll destroy ydby scattering you like straw
blown by the wind. I will punish you with sorrow and death, because you
refuse to change your waysJeremiah 15:6—-7 CEV

...but God promised to spare a remnant of Israel

[Isaiah, speaking a message from God@itjose who remain in Judah will
take root in the ground and bear fruif’For a remnant will leave
Jerusalem; survivors will come out of Mount Zion. The intense devotion of
the sovereign Lord to his people will accomplish this2 Kings 19:30-

31 NET

[ * Note that Judah was the name of the southern Israelite kingdom and

that Mount Zion refers to Jerusalem. (Zion was originally the name of one

of the hills on which Jerusalem was built.)]

Part B. God and the World: Basics 5

Suggestions For Study Groups

Preliminary matters:

xBeforehand the leader should: check the context of any verses they are not
familiar with; and review the questions. If need be, they should compose
questions more applicable to the group.

xEach person should have a Bible, in case they need to check the context of
a verse. It would also be helpful to have Bible commentaries on hand.

xPray before beginning the study. Ask God for help in understanding the
meaning of the verses and to affect your lives through them. Also pray
together at the end.

Doing the study:

xldeally, read the material and answer the questions prior to the meeting.
Then share answers and discuss any issues arising from the material in the
meeting.

xAlternatively, read the material and answer the questions in the meeting —
reading either aloud as a group or individually (prior to sharing answers).
If reading as a grouxy having one person read the headings, another
read the verses and another read the commentadditionally, a fourth
person could read the Bible references.

xAnswers need not be limited to only what is mentioned in the material.

xThe group should feel free to diverge from the study if related issues arise.

General or Concluding questions:
If time permits, conclude with one or more of the following questions:

xWhat is something that you eithedid not know before; gainedreater
insight into; orneeded remindingof?

xWhat verse would be helpful to memorize and bear in mind during the
next week?

xIn taking the verses seriously, is there anything you should change in:
(a) how you relate to God or to other people; or
(b) any other area of your life (e.g. attitudes, values or behavior)?
Are there any specific steps you could take to do this?



6 The Bible Unpacked — Foundations Study Series

6. God’'s Creation

%God has made all things ...

“Our Lord and God! You are worthy to receive glory, honour, and power.
Foryou created all things, and by your will they were given existence and
life.” Revelation 4:11 GNT

... God made the heavens, the earth and everything in them

You are the only brD. You made the heavens, even the highest heavens,
with all the stars. You made the earth and everything on it, the seas and

everything in them; you give life to everythingiehemiah 9:6a NCv™

Y2Every creature’s life is dependent on God

The life of every creature and the breath of all people are in God’s hand.
Job 12:10 NCV™

[David, to God:] Your justice is like the highest mountains, your fairness

like the deepest seajou preserve mankind and the animal kingdom.
Psalms 36:6 NET

¥%God made and sustains all things through Jesus Christ

Through him God made all things; not one thing in all creation was made
without him. John 1:3 GNT

God created the universe by his Sand everything will someday belong
to the Son®God’s Son has all the brightness of God’s own glory and is like
him in every wayBy his own mighty word, he holds the universe together.
Hebrews 1:2b—3a CEV

¥All things belong to God because he made everything

The world and all that is in it belong to th@kp; the earth and all who
live on it are his?He built it on the deep waters beneath the earth and laid
its foundations in the ocean depth®salms 24:1-2 GNT

[ * The second verse speaks poetically of God creating the world.]
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%God gives fair warning of punishment, allowing for repentance and
punishment to be avoided

[God:] There are times, Jeremiah, when | threaten to uproot, tear down,
and destroy a nation or kingdofiBut if that nation | threatened stops
doing wrong, | will cancel the destruction | intended to do to iteremiah
18:7-8 NET

[ * What God says here regarding nations is also applicable to individuals.]

¥:God’s judicial retribution can involve awesome power ...

The sounds of battle will resound to the ends of the earth. FordRe L
will bring charges against the nations. He will pass judgment on all
humankind and will hand the wicked over to be killed in war.” TdrOso
affirms it! **The LorD who rules over all says, ‘Disaster will soon come on
one nation after another. A mighty storm of military destruction is rising up
from the distant parts of the earth.Jeremiah 25:31-32 NET

[ * The “mighty storm” (v. 32) denotes a very powerful force and/or its
destructive effects. This prophecy would be fulfilled through the invasion

by the Babylonians.]

...and it is inescapable

Therefore, this is what thedrD says: 'm about to bring disaster on them
from which they won't be able to escap@eremiah 11:11aIsv

[Paul, to his readers:] When you judge people for doing these things but
then do them yourselfdo you think you will escape God’s judgment?
Romans 2:3 NET

Y,People might question God’s apparent lack of judgment regarding
the wicked, ...

[Jeremiah:] lORD, when | bring my case to you, you are always right. But
| want to ask you about the justice you give. Why are evil people
successful? Why do dishonest people have such easy livaszmiah

12:1 NCY™
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10. God’s Judgment

%God is the judge of the whole earth

[Abraham, to God:]You are the judge of all the eayttind you do what is
right. Genesis 18:25b CEV

¥%God’s judgment is to punish sin ...

[Daniel, to God:] All Israel has broken your law and turned away by not
obeying you.Therefore you have poured out on us the judgment solemnly
threatened in the law of Moses the servant of God, for we have sinned
against you. Daniel 9:11 NET

...and to reward God'’s people

[Angelic beings, to God:]it is time for the dead to be judged— to reward
your servants, the prophets, the saints, and all who fear your, raotte
unimportant and important, and to destroy those who destroy the earth.
Revelation 11:18b ISV

[ * This speaks of the future Judgment Day, involving all people.]

¥%God judges fairly and correctly

[David, to God:] You are fair and honest in your judgmeraad you have
judged in my favour. Psalms 9:4 GNT

[John, describing a vision of a scene in heaven:] Then | heard a voice from
the altar saying, “Lord God AlmightyTrue and just indeed are your
judgments! Revelation 16:7 GNT

%God judges and repays people according to what they have done

[Paul, speaking of God’s final judgmentdn that day everyone will see
God's right judgments’God will reward or punish every person for what
that person has done.Romans 2:5b—6 NCV™
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¥%God has made people with a spirit ...

The LORD — he who stretches out the heavens and lays the foundations of
the earth,who forms the human spirit within a persen says, ...
Zechariah 12:1b NET

...and God has made people in his own image

Then God said, “Let us make human beings in our image and likexras$s.

let them rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the tame
animals, over all the earth, and over all the small crawling animals on the
earth.”?’So God created human beings in his image. In the image of God
he created themHe created them male and female. Genesis 1:26-

27 NCv™

[* That God has made people in his own image is evident in that they
reflect such things as his personal traits — e.g. aspects of his character
and intellect — and that they have a spirit (as discussed in the previous
subsection). Additionally, it is noteworthy that although God essentially is
spirit, some descriptions of visions or “appearances” of God speak of him in
terms of a human-like form (cf. Ezekiel 1:26-28; Daniel 7:9; Revelation
4:2-3).]

Y2People are to care for other creatures and all creation
ol Yoy
* Qs
&
e O

Good people take care of their animabsit even the kindest acts of the
wicked are cruel. Proverbs 12:10 NCV™

[Moses, to the Israelites:}¥ou must not pollute the land where you live.
Numbers 35:33a NET

[* In its context, this is actually referring to “polluting” the land —
specifically the promised land — by bloodshed. Arguably it can also be
applied to polluting the land in other ways.]
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Y,Each person will die

It is better to go to a funeral than a feast. &feath is the destiny of every
person, and the living should take this to heagcclesiastes 7:2 NET

Y,People’s spirits exist after death

As theylJews] continued to stone Stephen, he kept praying, “Lord Jesus,
receive my spirit!” Acts 7:59 Isv

Here also are the spirits of those good people who have been made. perfect
Hebrews 12:23b CEV

[ * The reference is to the spirits of righteous people who had died, and

are now linked with the heavenly Jerusalem (cf. v. 22; NLT).]

¥Note: Creation is evidence of God and what he is like, to all people
S () o

[Paul, referring to wicked people:TThey know everything that can be
known about God, because God has shown it all to tAi@od’s eternal
power and character cannot be seen. But from the beginning of creation,
God has shown what these are like by all he has nEu's why those
people don’t have any excuseRomans 1:19-20 CEV
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@ Give a definition of sin.

® Why is sin so bad?

® What is involved in being separated from God (as a consequence of
sin)? What are the implications?

= Why does sin result in people facing God’s anger?

® Explain as simply as you can the concept of making atonement for a
person who has sinned.
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offering or sacrifice of a living being as a substitute for the life of a
person who has sinned. (Otherwise the person’s life would be required as
punishment for their sin.) As such, God accepts the sacrifice as payment
for the person’s sin. The result is that sin is taken away — and so the sinner
is forgiven, pronounced righteous and reconciled to God.]

¥The high priest made atonement for Israel as a whole

[God, to Moses:]“The priest who is anointed and ordained to act as high
priest in place of his father is to make atonemklatis to put on the linen
garments, the holy garmenténd he is to purify the Most Holy Place, he
is to purify the Meeting Tent and the altar, dr&dis to make atonement for
the priests and for all the people of the assemBis is to be a perpetual
statute for youo make atonement for the Israelites for all their sins once a
year.” Leviticus 16:32—34a NET

¥Note: Ultimately Israel failed to keep God's law and broke his
covenant

Samaria [the capital city of northern Israel] fell becatlngelsraelites did
not obey the @RD their God, but broke the covenant he had made with
them and disobeyed all the laws given by Mo#wes servant of the@rbD.
They would not listen and they would not obe¥/Kings 18:12 GNT

[ * Despite the law’s provision for Israel’s sin, the Israelites as a whole

persisted in sin — rebelling against God and breaking his covenant with

them. This showed that ultimately the law was not sufficient to deal with

sin.]

Part B. God and the World: Basics 9

® Do you believe that God created the world? Why or why not?

E What does God being our creator mean for our relationship with him?

® What is our “spirit”?

®m How should the fact that people are made in God's image influence us?

B How could you use the world as evidence for God's existence, when
talking to a non-Christian?
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7. God’'s Sovereignty

¥%The LORD is the one and only God

[God:] There is no other God besides me. | am the only goodi@authe
Savior.There is no other God.lsaiah 45:21b NCV™

[ * As noted earlier, “L ORD” is the personal name of God, given by God
himself (cf. Exodus 3:12-15).]

%God rules over all

O LORD, you are great, mighty, majestic, magnificent, glorious, and
sovereign over all the sky and earth! You have dominion and exalt yourself
as the ruler of all’?You are the source of wealth and hongaru rule over

all. 1 Chronicles 29:11-12a NET

¥2God will reign forever

But you, O LORD, reign forever; your throne endures from generation to
generation. Lamentations 5:19 NET

¥God will impose his absolute rule on all

[John, describing a vision:] When the seventh angel blew his trumpet, there
were loud voices in heaven, sayifighe kingdom of the world has become
the kingdom of our Lord and of his Messiah, and he will rule forever and
ever.” *Then the twenty-four elders who were sitting on their thrones in
God's presence fell on their faces and worshiped &athey said, “We
give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, who is and who was, because
have taken your great power and have begun to rulRevelation 11:15—
171sv

[ * The proclamation in v. 15 and the final phrase “have begun to rule” (v. 17)

may mean that at this point God has begun to impose his rule on all. This

will involve the appearance of the kingdom (v. 15) with God’s great power

being imposed over all things (v. 17). Alternatively the past tense may be

used here to indicate the certainty of God doing so in the future.]
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and mindsIn our natural conditiomwe, like everyone else, were destined to
suffer God’s anger Ephesians 2:3 GNT

[ * Here Paul speaks of how all people have lived sinful lives and of the
consequences.]

¥Sin results in physical death ...

Sin came into the world through one man, hisdsin brought death with it.

As a result, death has spread to the whole human race because everyone
has sinned Romans 5:12 GNT

[ * Note that this verse refers to death initially coming as a consequence of

Adam'’s original sin.]

...and sin brings the prospect of eternal death

For the payoff of sin is deatlbut the gift of God is eternal life in Christ
Jesus our Lord. Romans 6:23 NET

[ *Here “death” appears to primarily mean — or at least include — what is
sometimes referred to as eternal “death”. Because of his justice God
demands that unforgiven sin be punished with everlasting “death”. (This is

also described as “destruction”.) It involves everlasting separation from

God, in hell. A complementary reason for this “death” is that sin makes
separation from God necessary, because of his holiness.]

¥%The law provided for the offering of a life of an animal to make
atonement for one who had sinned

o
I

/)
[Moses, to the Israelites:lf any person sins unintentionally, then he must
bring a yearling female goat for a purification offerif§And the priest
must make atonement for the person who sins unintentionally — when he
sins unintentionally before theoRD — to make atonement for him, and he
will be forgiven. Numbers 15:27-28 NET
[ * Under the Mosaic Law, when a person sinned the person had to bring an
animal for a priest to sacrifice as an offering of a life to make atonement
for the person. In the Bible, “atonement” is where God accepts such an
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9. The Problem of Sin

¥,Breaking God's law is sin

Whoever sins is guilty of breaking God's law, because sin is a breaking of
the law 1 John 3:4 GNT

¥%All people have sinned

All of us have sinneand fallen short of God'’s glory.Romans 3:23 Cev
[ * The expression “fallen short of God’s glory” (v. 23) most likely means
that all people have failed to live up to a standard that matches God’s
glory. This is mainly due to sin.]

%,Sin results in separation from God ...

[Isaiah, to his people:] Butour sinful acts have alienated you from your
God; your sins have caused him to reject you and not listen to your
prayers lIsaiah 59:2 NET

[ * Because sin defiles us and makes us spiritually “unclean”, it separates us

from God. For God is holy — set apart from sin and the resulting spiritual
“uncleanness”.]

...and sin causes spiritual death

[Paul, to believers:] Whewou were spiritually dead because of your sins
and because you were not free from the power of your sinful Getf
made you alive with Christ, and he forgave all our sinsColossians
2:13 NCV™

[ * Being spiritually dead involves being cut off from God — “dead to God” —
without his Holy Spirit, who brings spiritual life.]

¥Sin means that we face God'’s anger

[Paul, to believers:] Actuallall of us were like them and lived according
to our natural desires, doing whatever suited the wishes of our own bodies

Part B. God and the World: Basics 11

¥%No one can effectively oppose God ...

No one can oppose him or stop him from doing what he wants toJdb.
23:13b GNT

... and God destroys his enemies

But he will pay back those people who hate him. He will destroy them, and

he will not be slow to pay back those who hate himbDeuteronomy
7:10 NCV™

¥:God carries out his plans

The LORD Almighty has sworn an oattiWhat | have planned will happen.
What | have determined to do will be donésaiah 14:24 GNT

%God has control over evil

[Jacob, referring to his greedy uncle Laban:] Yet he has cheated me and
changed my wages ten tim&ut God did not let him harm me.Genesis
31:7 GNT

[Paul, to believers:] The only temptation that has come to you is that which
everyone has. But you can tr@bd, who will not permit you to be tempted
more than you can stand. But when you are tempted, he will also give you a
way to escape so that you will be able to stand it. 1 Corinthians

10:13 NCV™

[ * God has control over and limits any temptation, whether it originates

from Satan or from our own sinful nature. This shows God’s control over

evil.]

¥%God directs nature

ﬁ\Y f o

(Ve
;//

He loads the clouds with moisture; he scatters his lightning through the
clouds.*The clouds go round in circles, wheeling about according to his
plans, to carry out all that he commands them over the face of the whole
inhabited world. Job 37:11-12 NET



12 The Bible Unpacked — Foundations Study Series

He sends his command through the earth; swiftly his order reaches its
destination.*®He sends the snow that is white like wool; he spreads the
frost that is white like ashe§He throws his hailstones like crumbs. Who
can withstand the cold wind he send&3%e then orders it all to melt; he
breathes on it, and the water flowsPsalms 147:15-18 NET

%God is in control of the nations

[A psalmist, to God:] May the nations be glad and sing for joy, because
judge the peoples with justice and guide every nation on .eartfsalms
67:4 GNT

[God:] This is the plan | have devised for the whole earth; my hand is
ready to strike all the nations[Isaiah:] *'Indeed, the bRDwho commands
armies has a plan, and who can possibly frustrate it? His hand is ready to
strike, and who can possibly stop it%saiah 14:26-27 NET

%God has control over people’s lives and what they do ...

[Daniel, to King Belshazzar:] But you didn’'t honoiGod, who holds in his
power your very life and all your waysDaniel 5:23b Isv

... God even has control over people’s hearts and minds

When Saul turned to leave Samuel, God changed Saul's heagiamuel
10:9a NCV™

The LORD caused the Egyptians to think well of theand the Egyptians
gave the people everything they asked for. So the Israelites took rich gifts
from them. Exodus 12:36 NCV™
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@ Should we accept every verse of Scripture as God's word? What
dangers are there in not doing so?

m

@ In what way/s is God’s word active and powerful?

m

® How does - or how should - God’s word impact the lives of his people?

!

B Which of the Ten Commandments do you need to be more mindful of? How
would doing so affect you/ your life?

L

® |s God’'s covenant with Israel relevant in any way to God'’s relationship with his
people today? If so, how?
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misuses his name unpunish&®emember the Sabbath day to keep it holy.
°Six days you shall labor and do all your wotfyut the seventh day is a
Sabbath to the @rD your God. And you shall not do any work, neither you,
nor your son, nor your daughter, nor your male or female servants, nor
your livestock, nor the alien who is within your gaféBor in six days the

LoRD made the heavens and the earth and the sea, and all that is in them,
and he rested on the seventh day. Therefore, tw® blessed the Sabbath

day and made it holy. Exodus 20:1-11 ISV

“Honor your father and your motheo that you may live long in the land
which the LORD your God is giving you-*You shall not murder*You

shall not commit adultery*You shall not steal’*You shall not testify
falsely against your neighbor“You shall not covet your neighbor’s
house; you shall not covet your neighbor's wife, or his male or female
servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything that belongs to your
neighbor.” Exodus 20:12-17 ISV

[* The Ten Commandments form the basis of the law that God gave

through Moses (sometimes referred to as the Mosaic Law). The first four
commandments (vv. 1-11¢) concern one’s relationship with God. The
remaining six (immediately above) concern one’s relationships with other

people.]

¥sFaithful obedience to the law was to bring righteousness

TR I 2 g ) &) %a *a
R1YNteonsness

[Moses, to the Israelitesi} will be righteousness for us, if we’re careful to
obey all the law before the DRD our God, as he commanded.
Deuteronomy 6:25 ISV

Part B. God and the World: Basics 13

® What makes you think that God reigns supreme in the world?

What plans has God carried out - in the world and/or in the lives of people you
know?

r!r

@ How should the teaching that God has control over evil influence us?

ml

i

I To what degree does God impose his control over the nations? What does he
do?

® |In what way/s does God exert control over our lives? (In your answer
you could make reference to your own life.)
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8. God’'s Word

%God’s word primarily is Scripture

All Scripture is inspired by God ...2 Timothy 3:16a GNT
[ * Scripture is the writings contained in the Bible. As all Scripture is
inspired by God, effectively it “is God’s Word” (CEV).]

¥:God'’s word was spoken by Jesus Christ

The One[Jesus]whom God sent speaks the words of GQmetause God
gives him the Spirit fully. John 3:34 NCv™

%God’s word is true

[A psalmist, to God:]All you say can be trusted; your teachings are true
and will last forever. Psalms 119:160 CEV

%God’s word is active and powerful

—

/8

God's word is alive and working and is sharper than a double-edged
sword. It cuts all the way into us, where the soul and the spirit are joined,

to the center of our joints and bones. And it judges the thoughts and

feelings in our hearts. Hebrews 4:12 NCv™
[* God’'s word can penetrate to the very depths of our inner-selves,
exposing our thoughts and attitudes for what they really are.]

¥:God'’s word brings spiritual and eternal life

[Jesus:] It is the Spirit that gives life. The flesh doesn’t give liflee
words | told you are spirit, and they give life.®*Simon Peter answered
him, “Lord, where would we goYou have the words that give eternal life.
John 6:63, 68 NCV™

[* In v.63b Jesus seems to be saying that his words are spiritual,
producing spiritual or eternal life. Jesus appears to be implying that it is

by the Holy Spirit that his words produce this life.]

Part B. God and the World: Basics 15

%God made a covenant with Israel, based on the laws he gave
through Moses ...

The LoRD said to Moses, “Write down these words, for in accordance with
these words | have made a covenant with you and with IsFd8b’he was
there with the DRD forty days and forty nights; he did not eat bread, and
he did not drink waterHe wrote on the tablets the words of the covenant,
the ten commandmentsExodus 34:27-28 NET

[* A covenant is a firm agreement made between two parties. God’s
covenants are a key aspect and expression of his word — as are his
commands, prophecies and promises. God’s covenants with people were all
initiated by God. They generally clarified and formalized his relationship

with the persons concerned — who were or who became his people. As such

the covenants included binding promises by God of blessings for his people,
reflecting his purposes for them. In some cases God’s covenants also
outlined what God required of his people and how they were to relate to

him. God’s covenant with Israel is a chief example of this type.]

... If the Israelites obeyed God, then they would be his people and he
would be their God

[God, to the Israelites:PDbey me and carry out the terms of the agreement
exactly as | commanded you. If you do, you will be my people and | will be
your God. Jeremiah 11:4b NET

%The core of the law: the Ten Commandments

Then God spoke all these words [to the Israelitésm the LORD your

God who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.
*You shall have no other gods besides ff¥ou shall not make for
yourselves an idol, or any likeness of what is in heaven above, or on earth
below, or in the water under the earfiYou shall not bow down to them in
worship or serve thenbecause I, the @RD your God, am a jealous God,
punishing the children for the iniquity of the parents, to the third and fourth
generations of those who hate rfi®jt showing gracious love to thousands
who love me and keep my commandmerit¥ou shall not misuse the
name of the &rRD your God because thedrD will not leave the one who



