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Overview of The Bible Unpacked

There are seven editions of The Bible Unpacked, as shown below. Each edition 
is an abbreviated version of the next longest edition. As such they have similar 
structures. Four of the editions have studies based on them, with the same text 
and questions added. For more details and free downloads of all the material, go 
to www.thebibleunpacked.net.

Two-Minute Edition :  An overview of the Bible’s teaching for people “on 
the run”.    For giving to non-Christians.

Pocket Edition :  An overview of the Bible’s teaching for seekers of truth.
Largely for giving to inquiring non-Christians or young new Christians.

Concise Edition :  An overview of the Bible’s teaching for new and 
young believers.  For either new or young Christians.  Suitable to 
give to non-Christian friends.   Has study series based on it.

Foundations Edition :  A compilation of the Bible’s teaching for 
believers consolidating their faith.  For newer Christians.
Study series based on it is ideal for studies with newer believers.

Intermediate Edition :  A compilation of the Bible’s teaching 
for believers growing in the faith.  For Christians wanting to 
build on a basic understanding of the faith.

Study series based on it is excellent for Bible study groups.

Comprehensive Edition : A compilation of 
the Bible’s teaching for believers established 
in the faith. For a comprehensive knowledge 
of the faith. Useful as a study or a devotional 
tool - and preparing talks.

Studies are ideal for studying topics in more detail.

In-Depth Edition :  A compilation of the Bible’s teaching for teachers 
and students of the Bible.  For Christians keen to gain a deep 
understanding of their faith.  Useful for speakers preparing talks, 
leaders of study groups, Bible students and Bible colleges.
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A Quick Word

Introduction to Part A.  God and Spiritual Powers

To grow in a relationship with God, it is essential that we learn what he is 
like. Likewise it is also important to understand what the Bible teaches 
about Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit, who are intimately related to God. It 
is also very helpful to know about the other spiritual forces who exist in this 
world and impact our lives – both the good ones and the evil ones.

Overview of the Foundations Study Series

This series of studies aims to present a compilation of the Bible’s teachings 
in a clear and readable order. There are eight booklets in the series, based on 
the eight parts of the book The Bible Unpacked - Foundations Edition. Each 
booklet has five chapters, with questions added. 

See the Appendix for a full listing of all the topics. Note that studying
booklets alternatively from the two major divisions (What to Know and What 
to Do) would add variety.

The material contains Bible verses. Before the verses are headings, which 
reflect what the verses say – in particular the parts of the verses in italics. 
Comments are in Comic Sans MS font and introduced with a hand symbol (�*).

The verses often have a brief introduction. Usually these state who is 
speaking and often who they are speaking to. Apart from God and Jesus 
Christ, the main speakers are:

 Moses – who lead the Israelites out of Egypt and taught them God’s laws;

 David – Israel’s greatest king who wrote many of the psalms, most of 
which are essentially prayers;

 Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel and other prophets – who spoke to the 
people of Israel on God’s behalf; and

 Paul, Peter, John and other leaders of the early church – who spoke to 
various groups and wrote letters to believers.

Much care has been taken to interpret the verses in the light of both the 
passage they are from and Scripture as a whole. Nevertheless, if you 
encounter a verse that is used to teach something that is contrary to or goes 
beyond your understanding, read the section in the Bible from which it is 
taken and also consider how its teaching fits in with Scripture as a whole.

– Paul Mallison
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Why are angels so special?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

In what ways do angels help God’s people?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

What is one way that Satan deceives people?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

Why should you be wary of but not frightened of Satan?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

What can we do for a person possessed by a demon?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________
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… and Satan has been condemned

God has already judged the ruler of this world.    John 16:11b CEV

�¾Demons are evil and powerful spiritual beings

[Paul, to believers:] For we are not fighting against human beings but 
against the wicked spiritual forces in the heavenly world, the rulers, 
authorities, and cosmic powers of this dark age.    Ephesians 6:12 GNT

[ �* The terms “rulers”, “authorities” and “powers” are indicative of the 
great – but limited – power of demons.]

�¾Demons can possess people and cause them great harm

A Canaanite woman from that area came to Jesus and cried out, “Lord, Son 
of David, have mercy on me! My daughter has a demon, and she is 
suffering very much.”    Matthew 15:22 NCV™

�¾Demons both fear and have to submit to God and Jesus Christ

[James, exhorting his readers:] You believe there is one God. Good! But 
the demons believe that, too, and they tremble with fear.    James 
2:19 NCV™

Jesus commanded the evil spirit, “Be quiet! Come out of the man!” 26The 
evil spirit shook the man violently, gave a loud cry, and then came out of 
him. 27The people were so amazed they asked each other, “What is 
happening here? This man is teaching something new, and with authority. 
He even gives commands to evil spirits, and they obey him.”    Mark 1:25–
27 NCV™
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Suggestions For Study Groups

Preliminary matters:

 Beforehand the leader should: check the context of any verses they are not 
familiar with; and review the questions. If need be, they should compose 
questions more applicable to the group.

 Each person should have a Bible, in case they need to check the context of 
a verse. It would also be helpful to have Bible commentaries on hand.

 Pray before beginning the study. Ask God for help in understanding the 
meaning of the verses and to affect your lives through them. Also pray 
together at the end.

Doing the study:

 Ideally, read the material and answer the questions prior to the meeting. 
Then share answers and discuss any issues arising from the material in the 
meeting.

 Alternatively, read the material and answer the questions in the meeting –
reading either aloud as a group or individually (prior to sharing answers). 
If reading as a group, try having one person read the headings, another 
read the verses and another read the comments. Additionally, a fourth 
person could read the Bible references.

 Answers need not be limited to only what is mentioned in the material.

 The group should feel free to diverge from the study if related issues arise.

General or Concluding questions:

If time permits, conclude with one or more of the following questions:

 What is something that you either:  did not know before; gained greater 
insight into; or needed reminding of?

 What verse would be helpful to memorize and bear in mind during the 
next week?

 In taking the verses seriously, is there anything you should change in:
(a) how you relate to God or to other people; or
(b) any other area of your life (e.g. attitudes, values or behavior)?
Are there any specific steps you could take to do this?
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1.  God’s Being

�¾God is one

[Jesus, quoting Moses:] ‘Listen, Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one.
...32The expert in the law said to him, “That is true, Teacher; you are right 
to say that he is one, and there is no one else besides him.    Mark 
12:29b, 32 NET

[ �* In teaching that God is one, the Bible indicates that God is a single thing 
– only one being.]

�¾God is spirit …

God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.    
John 4:24 NCV™

[�* God’s nature is spirit; he is a spiritual being. So God is not a physical 
being, in contrast to people and particularly to idols.]

… As such, God cannot be seen by people

[Paul, speaking of God:] He alone has endless life and lives in inaccessible 
light. No one has ever seen him, nor can anyone see him. Honor and eternal 
power belong to him! Amen.    1 Timothy 6:16 ISV

�¾God is everywhere

[God:] I am everywhere— both near and far, 24in heaven and on earth. 
There are no secret places where you can hide from me.    Jeremiah 23:23–
24 CEV

�¾Glory is a key attribute of God …

They [kings] will sing about the ways of the LORD, for great is the glory of 
the LORD!    Psalms 138:5 ISV

[ �* God’s glory is a prominent part of his actual being. In fact his presence 
is sometimes described in terms of his glory. God’s glory is also revealed or 
reflected in his extraordinary deeds. (Note that “L ORD” is the personal 
name of God.)]

Part A.  God and Spiritual Powers          23

�¾Satan is evil and is opposed to God’s kingdom

[Jesus, explaining the meaning of a story:] The seeds that fell along the 
road are the people who hear the message about the kingdom, but don’t 
understand it. Then the evil one [Satan] comes and snatches the message 
from their hearts.    Matthew 13:19 CEV

[ �* Like birds eating up seeds (cf. v. 4), Satan snatches God’s message from 
some people.]

�¾Satan is deceitful

[Jesus, speaking about Satan:] From the very beginning he was a murderer 
and has never been on the side of truth, because there is no truth in him. 
When he tells a lie, he is only doing what is natural to him, because he is a 
liar and the father of all lies.    John 8:44b GNT

�¾Satan has great power and authority in the world

[John, to believers:] We are certain that we come from God and that the 
rest of the world is under the power of the devil [Satan].    1 John 5:19 CEV

�¾But Satan is not as powerful as God or Jesus Christ …

[John, to believers:] The God of peace will quickly crush Satan under your 
feet.    Romans 16:20a NET

One time Jesus was sending out a demon that could not talk. When the 
demon came out, the man who had been unable to speak, then spoke. The 
people were amazed. …21[Jesus:] “When a strong person with many 
weapons guards his own house, his possessions are safe. 22But when 
someone stronger comes and defeats him, the stronger one will take away 
the weapons the first man trusted and will give away the possessions.    
Luke 11:14, 21–22 NCV™

[�* In v. 22 Jesus is referring to his overpowering of Satan, stripping him 
of his power and taking what was his. This truth was demonstrated by 
Jesus driving out demons (v. 14) and thus releasing people from Satan’s 
grip.]
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5.  Angels, Satan and Demons

�¾There are millions of angels, surrounding God

[John, describing a vision of a scene in heaven:] Again I looked, and I 
heard angels, thousands and millions of them! They stood round the throne
[of God] …    Revelation 5:11 GNT

�¾Angels are very powerful

[Paul, to believers:] And he [God] will give rest to you who are troubled 
and to us also when the Lord Jesus appears with burning fire from heaven 
with his powerful angels.    2 Thessalonians 1:7b NCV™

�¾Angels serve God

Praise the LORD, you angels of his, you powerful warriors who carry out 
his decrees and obey his orders! 21Praise the LORD, all you warriors of his, 
you servants of his who carry out his desires!    Psalms 103:20–21 NET

�¾Angels help and care for God’s people

All the angels are spirits who serve God and are sent to help those who will 
receive salvation.    Hebrews 1:14 NCV™

The LORD’s angel camps around the LORD’s loyal followers and delivers 
them.    Psalms 34:7 NET

�¾Angels give people messages

[Paul:] For last night an angel of the God to whom I belong and whom I 
serve came to me 24and said, ‘Do not be afraid, Paul! You must stand 
before Caesar, and God has graciously granted you the safety of all who 
are sailing with you.’    Acts 27:23–24 NET

[ �* Note that the Hebrew and Greek words for “angel” carry the meaning 
“messenger”.]
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… In association with his glory, God is surrounded by light

[Ezekiel, describing a vision of God:] I then saw what looked like a throne 
made of sapphire, and sitting on the throne was a figure in the shape of a 
human. 27From the waist up, it was glowing like metal in a hot furnace, and 
from the waist down it looked like the flames of a fire. The figure was 
surrounded by a bright light, 28as colorful as a rainbow that appears after 
a storm. I realized I was seeing the brightness of the LORD’s glory!    
Ezekiel 1:26–28a CEV

�¾God is a personal being, interacting with people

[God, speaking of a person devoted to him:] When he calls out to me, I will 
answer him. I will be with him when he is in trouble; I will rescue him and 
bring him honor.    Psalms 91:15 NET

[ �* This indicates that God interacts with people. The verse also reflects 
that God is a personal being.]

�¾God has always been alive …

Your throne, O LORD, has been firm from the beginning, and you existed 
before time began.    Psalms 93:2 GNT

… and God will live forever

[Nebuchadnezzar:] Then I gave praise to the Most High God; I gave honor 
and glory to him who lives forever. God’s rule is forever, and his kingdom 
continues for all time.    Daniel 4:34b NCV™

�¾God is great and awesome

[Moses, to the Israelites:] For the LORD your God is God of gods and Lord 
of lords, the great, mighty, and awesome God who is unbiased and takes no 
bribe, …    Deuteronomy 10:17 NET



8         The Bible Unpacked – Foundations Study Series

�¾God can do all things – nothing is too hard …

[Job, to God:] I know that you can do all things; no purpose of yours can 
be thwarted; …    Job 42:2 NET

[The angel Gabriel, to Mary:] Your relative Elizabeth is also going to have 
a son, even though she is old. No one thought she could ever have a baby, 
but in three months she will have a son. 37Nothing is impossible for God!    
Luke 1:36–37 CEV

… God’s power is far superior to that of anyone else

He [Jehoshaphat] prayed: “O LORD God of our ancestors, you are the God 
who lives in heaven and rules over all the kingdoms of the nations. You 
possess strength and power; no one can stand against you.    2 Chronicles 
20:6 NET

�¾God knows everything …

God is greater than our conscience and knows all things.    1 John 
3:20b NET

… God even knows the future

[God, speaking to his people:] From the beginning I told you what would 
happen in the end. A long time ago I told you things that have not yet 
happened. When I plan something, it happens. What I want to do, I will do.    
Isaiah 46:10 NCV™

�¾God has incredible wisdom

Our Lord is great and has awesome power; there is no limit to his wisdom.    
Psalms 147:5 NET
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What does the Bible mean in describing the Holy Spirit as “the Spirit of 
God”?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

In what ways does the Holy Spirit communicate? (Write down any that 
you know of.)

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

What things might indicate that the Holy Spirit is a personal being rather 
than simply a thing?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

What reasons are there to associate or identify the Holy Spirit with God 
and Jesus Christ?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

Write down things you could about the Holy Spirit in explaining him to 
someone who had not heard of him.

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________
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… and the Holy Spirit has complete knowledge

For the Spirit searches everything, even the deep things of God. 11Is there 
anyone who can understand his own thoughts except by his own inner 
spirit? In the same way, no one can know the thoughts of God except God’s 
Spirit.    1 Corinthians 2:10b–11 ISV

[ �* Verse 10b speaks of the Holy Spirit searching out or finding out all 
things (cf. CEV, NCV, NLT). His complete knowledge is further attested to 
by the fact that he knows the thoughts of God (v. 11b).]
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How can we relate to God if we cannot see him?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

Write down a couple of observations about God’s glory.

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

What things show God to be a personal being?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

Knowing that God can do all things, is there anything that you should 
ask and trust him to do?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

How do you feel about God knowing everything?  How does it 
encourage or challenge you?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________
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2.  God’s Character

�¾God is holy …

They [angelic beings] were calling out to each other: “Holy, holy, holy! 
The LORD Almighty is holy! His glory fills the world.”    Isaiah 6:3 GNT

[ �* God is holy – perfect in all he is and does. As a result of this, God acts 
justly and does not put up with evil.]

… There is nothing bad in God – and he cannot tolerate evil

[A psalmist:] They will say that the LORD is good. He is my Rock, and 
there is no wrong in him.    Psalms 92:15 NCV™

[Habakkuk, to God:] You are too just to tolerate evil; you are unable to 
condone wrongdoing.    Habakkuk 1:13a NET

�¾God is just and righteous …

The LORD All-Powerful will receive glory by judging fairly; the holy God 
will show himself holy by doing what is right.    Isaiah 5:16 NCV™

… All God does is right and just

Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and exalt and glorify the King of heaven, 
for all his deeds are right and his ways are just.    Daniel 4:37a NET

�¾God is faithful …

[Jeremiah:] The LORD’s gracious love is the reason we are not consumed, 
since his compassions never end. 23They are new every morning—great is 
your faithfulness!    Lamentations 3:22–23 ISV

… God does not lie nor change his mind – he keeps his promises

God is no mere human! He doesn’t tell lies or change his mind. God 
always keeps his promises.    Numbers 23:19 CEV
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�¾God, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit are very closely associated

[Jesus, to his disciples:] Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, …    Matthew 28:19 NET

[ �* The phrase “the name of” denotes a single name. Here it is applied to all 
three of God, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit. As such it points to a very 
close relationship between the three of them.]

�¾God, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit work together in unity of 
purpose …

So Jesus said to them [the disciples] again, “Peace be with you. Just as the
Father has sent me, I also send you.” 22And after he said this, he breathed 
on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.    John 20:21–22 NET

[ �* God sent Jesus Christ to carry out his purposes and Jesus Christ sends 
his people empowered with the Holy Spirit to continue his work.]

…Most prominently, they work together in saving people

But when the kindness and love of God our Savior was shown, 5he saved us 
because of his mercy. It was not because of good deeds we did to be right 
with him. He saved us through the washing that made us new people 
through the Holy Spirit. 6God poured out richly upon us that Holy Spirit 
through Jesus Christ our Savior.    Titus 3:4–6 NCV™

�¾Like God and Jesus Christ: the Holy Spirit is everywhere; …

[David, to God:] Where could I go to escape from your Spirit or from your 
sight?    Psalms 139:7 CEV

… the Holy Spirit has sovereign power; …

[John, to believers:] Children, you belong to God, and you have defeated 
these enemies. God’s Spirit is in you and is more powerful than the one 
that is in the world.    1 John 4:4 CEV

[ �* The description of the Holy Spirit as greater than Satan – “the one that 
is in the world” – shows the Spirit’s great power.]
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4.  The Holy Spirit

�¾The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of God

The earth [in the beginning]  was barren, with no form of life; it was under a 
roaring ocean covered with darkness. But the Spirit of God was moving 
over the water.    Genesis 1:2 CEV

[ �* The Holy Spirit is here called “the Spirit of God”, i.e. God’s Spirit. One 
should bear in mind that: “The Spirit of God is God himself actually 
present and in operation.” – The New International Dictionary Of The 
Bible]

�¾The Holy Spirit is correlated with God’s presence

[John, to believers:] The people who obey God’s commands live in God, 
and God lives in them. We know that God lives in us because of the Spirit 
God gave us.    1 John 3:24 NCV™

[�* This verse links the Holy Spirit with God’s presence by teaching that 
because believers have God’s Spirit God lives in them.]

�¾The Holy Spirit communicates …

[Paul, to believers:] The Spirit himself bears witness to our spirit that we 
are God’s children.    Romans 8:16 NET

[Paul, to believers:] But the Spirit himself speaks to God for us, even begs 
God for us with deep feelings that words cannot explain.    Romans 
8:26b NCV™

… and the Holy Spirit interacts in other ways

The church became stronger, as the Holy Spirit encouraged it and helped it 
grow.    Acts 9:31b CEV

[Paul, to believers:] But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the 
law.    Galatians 5:18 NET
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�¾God’s anger is awesome, …

[A psalmist, to God:] No one knows the full power of your furious anger, 
but it is as great as the fear that we owe to you.    Psalms 90:11 CEV

… but God is slow to anger and does not stay angry

The LORD is merciful and loving, slow to become angry and full of constant 
love. 9He does not keep on rebuking; he is not angry for ever.    Psalms 
103:8–9 GNT

�¾God is love – as shown in him giving his only Son, to save us …

Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9This is 
how God showed his love to us: He sent his one and only Son into the 
world so that we could have life through him. 10This is what real love is: It 
is not our love for God; it is God’s love for us in sending his Son to be the 
way to take away our sins.    1 John 4:8–10 NCV™

[�* The phrase “God is love” (v. 8) implies that love is more than just a 
characteristic of God. In fact love is “that which he is by his very nature.” 
– The Wycliffe Bible Commentary. It also reflects that God is the sole 
source of love; love does not exist apart from him (cf. vv. 7, 16).]

… God’s love is great

[David, to God:] Your great love reaches to the skies, your truth to the 
heavens.    Psalms 108:4 NCV™

�¾God is compassionate and merciful …

[James, to believers:] You have heard of Job’s patience, and you know 
how the Lord provided for him in the end. For the Lord is full of mercy and 
compassion.    James 5:11b GNT

… As such, God is forgiving

Our God, no one is like you. We are all that is left of your chosen people, 
and you freely forgive our sin and guilt. You don’t stay angry forever; 
you’re glad to have pity 19and pleased to be merciful. You will trample on 
our sins and throw them in the sea.    Micah 7:18–19 CEV
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�¾God is good

[A psalmist, to God:] You are good and you do good.    Psalms 119:68a NET

[ �* Note that the concept of God being good pertains to both his love and 
his holiness.]

�¾God exercises kindness

[A psalmist:] How can I repay the LORD for all his acts of kindness to me?    
Psalms 116:12 NET

�¾God is generous

But if any of you lack wisdom, you should pray to God, who will give it to 
you; because God gives generously and graciously to all.    James 1:5 GNT  

�¾God is a jealous God

[Moses, to Israel:] The LORD your God is a jealous God, like a fire that 
burns things up.    Deuteronomy 4:24 NCV™

[�* The Hebrew and Greek words translated as “jealousy” convey a very 
forceful passion. When used of God, “jealousy” is spoken of in a positive 
light, as a good attribute aligned with his great commitment to and love for 
his people. God’s jealousy in regard to his people is like that of a husband 
or wife. Their jealousy is a product of their intense love for their spouse 
and aroused by anything that poses a threat to their relationship. As such 
God’s jealousy is expressed in action against whatever threatens his people 
or his relationship with them. Thus it is expressed both against hostile 
forces (in saving his people) and in punishing any unfaithfulness of his 
people (to lead them back to him).]
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Choose one verse or phrase from Colossians 1:15-18 that you find 
particularly significant - and say why?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

What is one attribute of Jesus Christ that you need to be more mindful of 
in your daily living? How would doing so affect you?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

What does the Bible mean in saying that Jesus Christ is the Son of 
God?  In what sense is he God’s Son?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

What reasons are there to believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

In what way/s are Jesus Christ and God one?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________
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God, who sent me to baptize with water, had said to me, ‘You will see the 
Spirit come down and stay on a man; he is the one who baptizes with the 
Holy Spirit.’ 34I have seen it,” said John, “and I tell you that he is the Son 
of God.”    John 1:32–34 GNT

�¾Jesus Christ has the nature and fullness of God

He always had the nature of God …    Philippians 2:6a GNT

For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in the Son …    
Colossians 1:19 NET

[ �* The phrase “all his fullness” means either: “the full nature of God” 
(GNB) – “the sum total of the divine perfection, powers, and attributes” 
(AMP); or “all of himself” (NCV; cf. CEV, NLT). The latter would mean that 
God himself in all his fullness lives in Jesus Christ.]

�¾Jesus Christ and God are one – each is in the other

[Jesus, to the Jews:] The Father and I are one. …36So why do you say that 
I speak against God because I said, ‘I am God’s Son’? I am the one God 
chose and sent into the world. 37If I don’t do what my Father does, then 
don’t believe me. 38But if I do what my Father does, even though you don’t 
believe in me, believe what I do. Then you will know and understand that 
the Father is in me and I am in the Father.    John 10:30, 36–38 NCV™

[�* A number of commentators state that the Greek for “one” (v. 30) means 
“one thing”, rather than “one person”. God (the Father) and Jesus Christ 
are generally understood to have a unity of nature, but not be the same 
person. Particularly in light of the expression “the Father is in me and I am 
in the Father” (v. 38b) this would appear to involve a spiritual union. This 
would include a unity of purpose, as vv. 37–38a suggest.]
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What does holiness involve?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

If God is good, how can anger be one of his characteristics?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

Explain in your own words what the Bible means by saying “God is love” 
(1Jn 4:8, 16)?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

What does “compassion” mean?  How does God show compassion?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

Is God's jealousy a good or bad thing?  Explain your answer.

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________
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3.  Jesus Christ

�¾Jesus Christ existed in the beginning …

[John, to believers:] I am writing to you, fathers, because you know him 
who has existed from the beginning.    1 John 2:13a GNT

[ �* Jesus Christ existed in the beginning, before all time.]

…and Jesus Christ will be alive forever

But Jesus lives on for ever, and his work as priest does not pass on to 
someone else.    Hebrews 7:24 GNT

�¾Jesus Christ is greater than all things

Christ is exactly like God, who cannot be seen. He is the first-born Son, 
superior to all creation. 16Everything was created by him, everything in 
heaven and on earth, everything seen and unseen, including all forces and 
powers, and all rulers and authorities. All things were created by God’s 
Son, and everything was made for him. 17God’s Son was before all else, 
and by him everything is held together. 18He is the head of his body, which 
is the church. He is the very beginning, the first to be raised from death, so 
that he would be above all others.    Colossians 1:15–18 CEV

[ �* The term “first-born” (v. 15) points to Christ’s pre-eminence. It alludes 
to the privileged status of a first-born son in a Jewish family.]

�¾Jesus Christ has mighty, sovereign power

[Paul, to believers:] Finally, build up your strength in union with the Lord 
and by means of his mighty power.    Ephesians 6:10 GNT

[Paul, speaking of Christ:] By his power to rule all things, he will change 
our simple bodies and make them like his own glorious body.    Philippians 
3:20b-21 NCV™
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�¾Jesus Christ has superlative knowledge and wisdom

[The disciples, to Jesus:] We can see now that you know all things.    John 
16:30a NCV™

[Jesus, to his disciples:] I will give you the wisdom to say things that none 
of your enemies will be able to stand against or prove wrong.    Luke 
21:15 NCV™

[�* Jesus Christ has wisdom far superior to that of any enemy that 
believers may encounter.]

�¾Jesus Christ is holy …

[Believers, to God:] Here in Jerusalem, Herod and Pontius Pilate got 
together with the Gentiles and the people of Israel. Then they turned 
against your holy Servant Jesus, your chosen Messiah.    Acts 4:27 CEV

… and Jesus Christ is loving

[Paul, to the believers in Ephesus:] And I pray that you and all God’s holy 
people will have the power to understand the greatness of Christ’s love—
how wide and how long and how high and how deep that love is. 19Christ’s 
love is greater than anyone can ever know, but I pray that you will be able 
to know that love. Then you can be filled with the fullness of God.    
Ephesians 3:18–19 NCV™

�¾Jesus Christ is the Son of God …

We have a great high priest, who has gone into heaven, and he is Jesus the 
Son of God.    Hebrews 4:14a CEV

… Testimonies to Jesus Christ being the Son of God

When evil spirits saw Jesus, they fell down before him and shouted, “You 
are the Son of God!”    Mark 3:11 NCV™

And John gave this testimony: “I saw the Spirit come down like a dove 
from heaven and stay on him. 33I still did not know that he was the one, but 


