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Overview of The Bible Unpacked

There are seven editions of The Bible Unpacked, as shown below. Each edition 
is an abbreviated version of the next longest edition. As such they have similar 
structures. Four of the editions have studies based on them, with the same text 
and questions added. For more details and free downloads of all the material, 
go to www.thebibleunpacked.net.

Two-Minute Edition :  An overview of the Bible’s teaching for people “on 
the run”.    For giving to non-Christians.

Pocket Edition :  An overview of the Bible’s teaching for seekers of truth.
Largely for giving to inquiring non-Christians or young new Christians.

Concise Edition :  An overview of the Bible’s teaching for new and 
young believers.  For either new or young Christians.  Suitable to 
give to non-Christian friends.   Has study series based on it.

Foundations Edition :  A compilation of the Bible’s teaching for 
believers consolidating their faith.  For newer Christians.
Study series based on it is ideal for studies with newer believers.

Intermediate Edition :  A compilation of the Bible’s teaching 
for believers growing in the faith.  For Christians wanting to 
build on a basic understanding of the faith.

Study series based on it is excellent for Bible study groups.

Comprehensive Edition : A compilation of 
the Bible’s teaching for believers established 
in the faith. For a comprehensive knowledge 
of the faith. Useful as a study or a devotional 
tool - and preparing talks.

Studies are ideal for studying topics in more detail.

In-Depth Edition :  A compilation of the Bible’s teaching for teachers 
and students of the Bible.  For Christians keen to gain a deep 
understanding of their faith.  Useful for speakers preparing talks, 
leaders of study groups, Bible students and Bible colleges.
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A Quick Word

Christians believe that the Bible is the word of God. As such it reveals what 
God is like, including how he relates to people. Additionally it reveals his 
instructions for people – largely how he wants us to relate to him and to 
other people.

The aim of this booklet is to give a brief overview of the Bible’s teachings. 
The book is largely made up of Bible verses. Before the verses are headings, 
which reflect what the verses say – in particular the parts of the verses in 
italics. Comments are in Comic Sans MS font, within brackets and 
introduced with a hand symbol (�*).

To help readers have a grasp of the context of the verses, often a brief 
introduction is included, in square brackets. These introductions usually 
state who is speaking and often who they are speaking to. Note that apart 
from God and Jesus Christ, the main speakers are:

 Moses – who taught the Israelite people God’s laws;

 David – who wrote many psalms, most of which are prayers;

 Paul, Peter, John and other leaders of the early church – who spoke to 
various groups and wrote letters to believers.

This booklet is the third shortest of the seven editions of The Bible Unpacked.  
For more information and free downloads go to:  www.thebibleunpacked.net.

– Paul Mallison
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How should knowing that God is always with his people affect the way 
we think and act?

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

How do or how can we actually know God?

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

How does the Holy Spirit help God’s people? (Do not limit your answer 
to only what is mentioned in the study.)

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

To what degree do you experience God’s joy and peace?  What should 
we do to know more of this joy and peace?

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

How specific do you think God’s plans are for each Christian?

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________
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believers have a spiritual awareness that enables them to live in 
relationship with God. As such they are “alive to God”.]

�¾God’s people are being changed to be like Jesus

They show the bright glory of the Lord [Jesus], as the Lord’s Spirit makes 
us more and more like our glorious Lord.    2 Corinthians 3:18b CEV

�¾God fills his people with joy and peace

May God, the source of hope, fill you with all joy and peace by means of 
your faith in him …  Romans 15:13a GNT

�¾God cares for his people

The LORD is good; he protects his people in times of trouble; he takes care 
of those who turn to him.    Nahum 1:7 GNT

God cares for you, so turn all your worries over to him.    1 Peter 5:7 CEV

�¾God has plans for his people …

[David, to God:] You have made many wonderful plans for us. I could 
never speak of them all—their number is so great!    Psalms 40:5b GNT

… These plans include things for his people to do

God has made us what we are, and in our union with Christ Jesus he has 
created us for a life of good deeds, which he has already prepared for us to 
do.    Ephesians 2:10 GNT

�¾In spite of their troubles, God will fulfill his plans for them

[David, to God:] When I am surrounded by troubles, you keep me safe. You 
oppose my angry enemies and save me by your power. 8You will do 
everything you have promised …    Psalms 138:7–8a GNT
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Suggestions For Study Groups

Preliminary matters:

 Beforehand the leader should: check the context of any verses they are not 
familiar with; and review the questions. If need be, they should compose 
questions more applicable to the group.

 Each person should have a Bible, in case they need to check the context of 
a verse. It would also be helpful to have Bible commentaries on hand.

 Pray before beginning the study. Ask God for help in understanding the 
meaning of the verses and to affect your lives through them. Also pray 
together at the end.

Doing the study:

 Ideally, read the material and answer the questions prior to the meeting. 
Then share answers and discuss any issues arising from the material in the 
meeting.

 Alternatively, read the material and answer the questions in the meeting –
reading either aloud as a group or individually (prior to sharing answers). 
If reading as a group, try having one person read the headings, another 
read the verses and another read the comments. Additionally, a fourth 
person could read the Bible references.

 Answers need not be limited to only what is mentioned in the material.

 The group should feel free to diverge from the study if related issues arise.

General or Concluding questions:

If time permits, conclude with one or more of the following questions:

 What is something that you either:  did not know before; gained greater 
insight into; or needed reminding of?

 What verse would be helpful to memorize and bear in mind during the 
next week?

 In taking the verses seriously, is there anything you should change in:
(a) how you relate to God or to other people; or
(b) any other area of your life (e.g. attitudes, values or behavior)?
Are there any specific steps you could take to do this?
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a)  God and Spiritual Powers

�¾God is spirit

God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.    
John 4:24 NCV™

[�* God’s nature is spirit; he is a spiritual being. So God is not a physical 
being, in contrast to people and particularly to idols.]

�¾God is everywhere

[God:] I am everywhere— both near and far, 24in heaven and on earth. 
There are no secret places where you can hide from me.    Jeremiah 23:23–
24 CEV

�¾God is awesome

[Moses, to the Israelites:] For the LORD your God is God of gods and Lord 
of lords, the great, mighty, and awesome God who is unbiased and takes no 
bribe, …    Deuteronomy 10:17 NET

[ �* Note that “L ORD” is the personal name of God.]

�¾God can do all things – nothing is too hard

[Job, to God:] I know that you can do all things; no purpose of yours can 
be thwarted; …    Job 42:2 NET

[The angel Gabriel, to Mary:] Your relative Elizabeth is also going to have 
a son, even though she is old. No one thought she could ever have a baby, 
but in three months she will have a son. 37Nothing is impossible for God!    
Luke 1:36–37 CEV

�¾God knows everything

God is greater than our feelings, and he knows everything.    1 John 3:20b
CEV
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�¾God shows much grace to his people

[Paul, to the Corinthians:] And in their [needy believers’] prayers on your 
behalf they long for you because of the extraordinary grace God has shown 
to you.    2 Corinthians 9:14 NET

[ �* Here Paul speaks of God’s grace in moving the Corinthians to generously 
give towards supporting needy believers. The verse illustrates that God’s 
grace (his undeserved favor) is shown not only in his provision of salvation,
but also in his ongoing dealings with his people.]

�¾God gives his people his Holy Spirit, to live in them

God has given us the Holy Spirit, who fills our hearts with his love.    
Romans 5:5b CEV

[Paul, to Timothy:] You have been trusted with a wonderful treasure. Guard 
it with the help of the Holy Spirit, who lives within you.    2 Timothy 1:14
CEV

�¾The Holy Spirit helps and strengthens God’s people

In certain ways we are weak, but the Spirit is here to help us. For example, 
when we don’t know what to pray for, the Spirit prays for us in ways that 
cannot be put into words.    Romans 8:26 CEV

[Paul, to believers:] I ask God … to give you power through his Spirit to be 
strong in your inner selves, …    Ephesians 3:16 GNT

[ �* The Holy Spirit strengthens God’s people spiritually.]

�¾God’s people are given spiritual life

[Jesus:] The Spirit is the one who gives life; human nature is of no help!
The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and are life.    John 6:63 NET

[ �* Jesus’ words together with the Holy Spirit bring life. This spiritual life 
involves being “alive to God” (Romans 6:11) and comes through God’s Holy 
Spirit. Each believer has the Holy Spirit living in them. Because of this, 
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d)  God and His Own People

�¾God is always with his people

[God, to Joshua:] I will be with you as I was with Moses. I will always be 
with you; I will never abandon you.    Joshua 1:5b GNT

�¾God knows his people …

The LORD said to Moses, “I will do this thing also that you have requested, 
for you have found favor in my sight, and I know you by name.”    Exodus 
33:17 NET

[ �* The expression “I know you by name” indicates: intimate knowledge; and 
a personal relationship, even friendship.]

… and God’s people know him

[John, to believers:] Dear friends, let us love one another, because love 
comes from God. Whoever loves is a child of God and knows God.    1 John 
4:7 GNT

�¾God knows his people’s needs

Your Father [God] knows what you need before you ask.    Matthew 6:8b
CEV

�¾God loves his people

His love for us is strong and his faithfulness is eternal. Praise the LORD!    
Psalms 117:2 GNT
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�¾God is a personal being, interacting with people

[God, speaking of a person devoted to him:] When he calls out to me, I will 
answer him. I will be with him when he is in trouble; I will rescue him and 
bring him honor.   Psalms 91:15 NET

[ �* This indicates that God interacts with people. The verse also reflects 
that God is a personal being.]

�¾God is holy and acts justly

[People praising God:] You alone are holy. All the nations will come and 
worship you, because your just actions are seen by all.    Revelation 15:4b
GNT

[ �* God is holy – perfect in all he is and does. As a result, God does not put 
up with wrongdoing and always acts justly.]

�¾God is merciful and loving

[God:] I am the LORD God. I am merciful and very patient with my people. 
I show great love, and I can be trusted.    Exodus 34:6b CEV

�¾Jesus Christ is the Son of God

We have a great high priest, who has gone into heaven, and he is Jesus the 
Son of God.    Hebrews 4:14a CEV

�¾Jesus Christ has the nature of God

For it was by God’s own decision that the Son has in himself the full nature 
of God.    Colossians 1:19 GNT

�¾The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of God …

And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God …    Ephesians 4:30a NET

�¾The Holy Spirit is linked with God’s presence

[John, to believers:] We know that God lives in us because of the Spirit 
God gave us.    1 John 3:24b NCV™

[�* Those who have God’s Spirit have God living in them.]
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�¾God, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit are very closely associated

[Jesus, to his disciples:] Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, …    Matthew 28:19 NET

[ �* The phrase “the name of” denotes a single name. Here it is applied to all 
three of God, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit. As such it points to a very 
close relationship between the three of them.]

�¾Angels are very powerful beings who serve God

Praise the LORD, you angels of his, you powerful warriors who carry out 
his decrees and obey his orders!    Psalms 103:20 NET

�¾Satan is evil and opposed to God’s kingdom …

[Jesus, explaining the meaning of a story:]  The seeds that fell along the 
road are the people who hear the message about the kingdom, but don’t 
understand it. Then the evil one [Satan] comes and snatches the message 
from their hearts.    Matthew 13:19 CEV

[ �* Like birds eating up seeds (cf. v. 4), Satan snatches God’s message from 
some people.]

… Satan has been condemned

God has already judged the ruler of this world.    John 16:11b CEV
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What makes you think Jesus was raised from the dead?  (The group 
could make a list of reasons which could be used in talking to someone 
who is skeptical about it.)

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

How does Jesus Christ’s death bring God’s forgiveness of sins?

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

What does the Bible mean in saying that we put right in God’s sight by 
his “grace”?

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

How should Jesus Christ being “Lord of all” affect us?

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

In what ways does the teaching about Jesus Christ’s return encourage 
you?

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________
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�¾We can only be saved through Jesus Christ

Salvation is to be found through him alone; in all the world there is no one 
else whom God has given who can save us.    Acts 4:12 GNT

�¾God has made Jesus Christ Lord of all

Jesus Christ … is Lord of all.    Acts 10:36b GNT

Then God gave Christ the highest place and honored his name above all 
others. 10So at the name of Jesus everyone will bow down, those in heaven, 
on earth, and under the earth. 11And to the glory of God the Father 
everyone will openly agree, “Jesus Christ is Lord!”   Philippians 2:9–11 CEV

�¾Jesus Christ will return and judge all people according to what they 
have done ...

For the Son of Man [Jesus Christ] will come with his angels in the glory of 
his Father, and then he will reward each person according to what he has 
done.    Matthew 16:27 NET

… Those who have believed in Jesus Christ will have eternal life; 
others will be condemned

The one who believes in the Son has eternal life. The one who rejects the 
Son will not see life, but God’s wrath remains on him.    John 3:36 NET

�¾Note:  The kingdom of God came in Jesus Christ’s mission

He [Jesus] said, “The right time has come. The kingdom of God is near.   
Mark 1:15a NCV™

[�* In Jesus’ mission a more far-reaching, spiritual dimension of God’s reign 
was established. It exists primarily in the hearts and minds of God’s 
people. At the end of the age God’s kingdom and authority will be imposed 
over all things.]
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How can we relate to God if we cannot see him?

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

What things show God to be a personal being?

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

What does holiness involve?

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

What does the Bible mean in saying that Jesus Christ is the Son of 
God?  Why is he God’s Son?

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

List three things that you know about the Holy Spirit.

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________
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b)  God and the World:  Basics

�¾God has made all things …

“Our Lord and God! You are worthy to receive glory, honor, and power. 
For you created all things, and by your will they were given existence and 
life.”    Revelation 4:11 GNT

… So all things belong to God

The earth and everything on it belong to the LORD. The world and its 
people belong to him. 2The LORD placed it all on the oceans and rivers.    
Psalms 24:1–2 CEV

[ �* The second verse speaks poetically of God creating the world.]

�¾Every creature’s life is dependent on God

Every living creature is in the hands of God.    Job 12:10 CEV

�¾The creation of the world is evidence of God and what he is like, to 
all people

They know everything that can be known about God, because God has 
shown it all to them. 20God’s eternal power and character cannot be seen. 
But from the beginning of creation, God has shown what these are like by 
all he has made.    Romans 1:19–20a CEV

�¾God is the ruler of all things …

[David, to God:] You are the source of wealth and honor; you rule over all.    
1 Chronicles 29:12a NET

… No one can effectively oppose God

No one can oppose him or stop him from doing what he wants to do.    Job 
23:13b GNT
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… So our sins can be forgiven

For by the blood of Christ we are set free, that is, our sins are forgiven.    
Ephesians 1:7b GNT

[ �* The mention of Jesus Christ’s “blood” is a reference to his death for us. 
It is through his death for us that we can be forgiven.]

�¾So, through Jesus Christ’s death we can be at peace with God

[Paul, to the believers at Colosse:] You used to be far from God. Your 
thoughts made you his enemies, and you did evil things. 22But his Son 
became a human and died. So God made peace with you, and now he lets 
you stand in his presence as people who are holy and faultless and 
innocent.    Colossians 1:21–22 CEV

�¾People are not made right with God by obeying the law of Moses –
but by faith in Jesus Christ …

For no one is put right in God’s sight by doing what the Law requires; what 
the Law does is to make people know that they have sinned. …22God puts 
people right through their faith in Jesus Christ.    Romans 3:20, 22a GNT

[ �* The Israelites’ failure to keep God’s law showed that people are 
incapable of keeping the law. As such, we are unable to earn righteousness 
and be made right with God through the law. But now because of what 
Jesus Christ has accomplished, we can be made right with God by faith in 
Jesus Christ. So we are to believe and trust in what he has done for the 
forgiveness of our sins.]

… As such, people are made right by God’s grace, through Jesus 
Christ – not by law

[Paul:] I do not set aside the grace of God, for if righteousness comes 
through the law, then the Messiah [Jesus] died for nothing.    Galatians 
2:21 ISV

[ �* God’s grace is his free and undeserved favor to people. By God’s grace 
we are granted righteousness through Jesus Christ’s death for us – as 
opposed to earning righteousness through obeying the law.]
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c)  God and the World:  Jesus Christ

�¾God sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to save the world

God did not send his Son into the world to condemn its people. He sent him 
to save them!    John 3:17 CEV

�¾The Jewish religious authorities strongly opposed Jesus …

Now because Jesus was doing these things on the Sabbath, the Jewish 
leaders began persecuting him.    John 5:16 NET

… and they compelled the Romans to kill Jesus

Pilate [the Roman governor] wanted to set Jesus free, so he spoke again to 
the crowds. 21But they kept shouting, “Nail him to a cross! Nail him to a 
cross!” …23The people kept on shouting as loud as they could for Jesus to 
be put to death. 24Finally, Pilate gave in.    Luke 23:20–21, 23–24 CEV

[ �* The crowd was influenced by the religious authorities.]

�¾But God raised Jesus from the dead

But God raised him from death, setting him free from its power, because it 
was impossible that death should hold him prisoner.    Acts 2:24 GNT

�¾Jesus Christ died for us …

But God showed how much he loved us by having Christ die for us, even 
though we were sinful.  Romans 5:8 CEV

[ �* Jesus Christ willingly died for us. He gave his life in place of our lives to 
pay the penalty for our sin. He did this so that we would not have to pay it 
ourselves with eternal death. Instead we can have eternal life. This is 
spiritual life which extends beyond physical death.]
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�¾God has control over people’s lives

[Daniel, to King Belshazzar:] But you didn’t honor God, who holds in his 
power your very life and all your ways.    Daniel 5:23b ISV

�¾God gave his law through Moses, to Israel …

All these are the laws and commands that the LORD gave to Moses on 
Mount Sinai for the people of Israel.    Leviticus 26:46 GNT

… If the Israelites obeyed all the law they would be right with God

[Moses, to the Israelites:] If we faithfully obey everything that God has 
commanded us, he will be pleased with us.    Deuteronomy 6:25 GNT

�¾Breaking God’s law is sin

Whoever sins is guilty of breaking God’s law, because sin is a breaking of 
the law.    1 John 3:4b GNT

�¾All people have sinned

All of us have sinned and fallen short of God’s glory.    Romans 3:23 CEV

[ �* The expression “fallen short of God’s glory” (v. 23) most likely means 
that all people have failed to live up to a standard that matches God’s 
glory. This is mainly due to sin.]

�¾Sin means that we face God’s anger …

[Paul, to believers:] Actually all of us were like them and lived according 
to our natural desires, doing whatever suited the wishes of our own bodies 
and minds. In our natural condition we, like everyone else, were destined to 
suffer God’s anger.    Ephesians 2:3 GNT

[ �* Here Paul speaks of how all people have lived sinful lives and of the 
consequences.]
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… As such, sin leads to the punishment of eternal death

For the payoff of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.    Romans 6:23 NET

[ �* God’s holiness and justice mean that unforgiven sin must be punished 
with everlasting death. (This is also described as “destruction”.) It involves 
everlasting separation from God, in hell.]

�¾God is the judge of the whole earth

[Abraham, to God:] You are the judge of all the earth, and you do what is 
right.    Genesis 18:25b CEV

�¾God judges fairly …

[David, to God:] You are fair and honest in your judgments, and you have 
judged in my favour.    Psalms 9:4 GNT

[John, describing a vision of a scene in heaven:] Then I heard a voice from 
the altar saying, “Lord God Almighty! True and just indeed are your 
judgments!”    Revelation 16:7 GNT

… God judges and repays people according to what they have done

[Paul, speaking of God’s final judgment:] On that day everyone will see 
God’s right judgments. 6God will reward or punish every person for what 
that person has done.    Romans 2:5b–6 NCV™
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Do you believe that God created the world?  Why or why not?

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

What ways do you think God exerts control over our lives?

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

Give a definition of sin.

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

What are some results of sin?

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

How should the statement that God is the judge of the world encourage 
us?

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________


