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Overview of The Bible Unpacked

There are seven editions ©he Bible Unpackedas shown below. Each
edition is an abbreviated version of the next longest edition. As such they
have similar structures. Four of the editions have studies based on them,

[ J
with the same text and questions added. For more details and free Th B bl U k d
downloads of all the material, gowww.thebibleunpacked.net e ] e n ac e

Two-Minute Edition : An overview of the Bible's teaching for people
“onthe run”. For giving to non-Christians.

Pocket Edition : An overview of the Bible's teaching for seekers of truth.
Largely for giving to inquiring non-Christians or young new Christians.

young believers. For either new or young Christians. Suitable $tudies ComprehenSive StUdy Series

l Concise Edition : An overview of the Bible's teaching for new and
give to non-Christian friends. Has study series based on it.

A compilation of the Bible’s teaching
. Foundations Edition : A compilation of the Bible's teaching for for believerS eStabliShed in the falth

believers consolidating their faith. For newer Christians.
Study series based on it is ideal for studies with newer believerSiudies

for believers growing in the faith. For Christians wanting to:——: 1 7 HOW God Relates to His People

build on a basic understanding of the faith.

' Intermediate Edition : A compilation of the Bible's teaching

Study series based on it is excellent for Bible study groups. Studies

Comprehensive Edition : A compilation of
the Bible’s teaching for believers established
in the faith. For a comprehensive knowledge

of the faith. Useful as a study or a devotional
tool - and preparing talks.

-

Studies are ideal for studying topics in more detail. Studies Composed by Paul Mallison

In-Depth Edition : A compilation of the Bible’s teaching for
teachers and students of the Bible. For Christians keen to gain a
deep understanding of their faith. Useful for speakers preparing
talks, leaders of study groups, Bible students and Bible colleges.
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Introduction

Christians believe that the Bible is the word of God. As such it reveals what
God is like, including how he relates to people. Additionally it reveals his
instructions for people — largely how he wants us to relate to him and to
other people.

This series of studies aims to present a compilation of the Bible’s teachings
in a clear and readable order. There are 40 booklets in the series, based on
the 40 chapters of the bodke Bible Unpacked - Comprehensive Edition
Each booklet has two sections, which can be used for two or more studies.

The material contains Bible verses. Before the verses are headings, which
reflect what the verses say — in particular the parts of the verses in italics.
Comments are igomic Sans MS font and introduced with a hand symbg). (

SeeTopics in This Seriggowards the end of this booklet) for a full listing of
all the topics. Note that studying booklets alternatively from the two major
divisions What to KnowvandWhat to D9 would add variety.

To help readers have a grasp of the context of the verses, often a brief
introduction is included, in square brackets. These introductions usually
state who is speaking and often who they are speaking to. Bear in mind that
apart from God and Jesus Christ, the most prominent speakers are:

xMoses —who lead the Israelites out of Egypt and taught them God's laws;

xDavid — Israel’'s greatest king who wrote many of the psalms, most of
which are essentially prayers;

xlsaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel and other prophets — who spoke to the
people of Israel on God's behalf; and

xPaul, Peter, John and other leaders of the early church — who spoke to
various groups and wrote letters to believers.

Much care has been taken to interpret the verses in the light of both the
passage they are from and Scripture as a whole. Nevertheless, if you
encounter a verse that is used to teach something that is contrary to or goes
beyond your understanding, read the section in the Bible from which it is
taken and also consider how its teaching fits in with Scripture as a whole
(e.g. interpret OT teaching in the light of NT teaching).

For more information omhe Bible Unpackednd free downloads, go to
the website:www.thebibleunpacked.net

— Paul Mallison

Il. God’s Holy Spirit in His People 37

m What should one do in order to rely on the Holy Spirit's help?

@ How does the Holy Spirit direct us in doing God’s work?

B Explain in your own words how we worship and pray by the Holy Spirit.
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Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the farthest parts of the
earth.

[ * Through the Holy Spirit the disciples would receive “power (ability,

efficiency, and might)” (AMP), enabling them to witness for Christ far

and wide.]

Mic 3:8 [The prophet Micah:] As for me,l am truly filled with power by
the Spirit of the bRrpD, filled with judgment and might to announce to
Jacob his transgression, and to Israel his gigv)

¥%The Holy Spirit has a significant role in what God's people
speak

Matt 10:18-20 [Jesus, to his disciples:] You will be brought before

governors and kings because of me, to testify to them and to the gentiles.

When they hand you over, don’t worry about how you are to speak or
what you are to say, becausethat hour what you are to say will be
given to you?%t won't be you speaking, but the Spirit of your Father
speaking through youisv)

Acts 4:31  When they[the believers] had prayed, the place where they
were assembled together was shaken, taeg were all filled with the
Holy Spirit and began to speak the word of God courageously

¥,Additionally, God’s people worship and pray by the Holy Spirit

Phil 3:3 [Paul, to believers:] It is we, not they, who have received the true
circumcision, forwe worship God by means of his Spaitd rejoice in
our life in union with Christ JeSUgGNT)

Eph 6:18 [Paul, to believers:] With every prayer and petitiopray at all
times in the Spirjtand to this end be alert, with all perseverance and
requests for all the saints.

[ * A further aspect of the Holy Spirit's help of God’s people is that they
are to worship and pray by or in the Holy Spirit. As such, God’s people
worship and pray in reliance on the Holy Spirit, under his power and
guidance.]

Suggestions For Study Groups

Preliminary matters:

xBeforehand the leader should: check the context of any verses they are
not familiar with; and, if need be, compose questions more applicable to
the group.

x Each person should have a Bible, in case they need to check the context
of a verse. It would also be helpful to have Bible commentaries on hand.

x Pray before beginning the study. Ask God for help in understanding the
meaning of the verses and to affect your lives through them. Also pray
together at the end.

Doing the study:

x Ideally, read the material and answer the questions beforehand. Then in the
meeting share answers and discuss any issues arising from the material.

x Alternatively, read the material and answer the questions in the meeting
— reading either aloud as a group or individually (prior to sharing
answers). If reading as a groupy having one person read the
headings, another read the verses and another read the comments
Additionally, a fourth person could read the Bible references.

xMost sections have three questions. It is estimated that most groups
would usually get through two sections each meeting. This can be varied
by adding or skipping questions.

General or concluding questions:
If time permits, conclude with one or more of the following questions:

xWhat is something that you eithedid not know before; gainedreater
insight into; orneeded remindingof?

xWhat verse would be helpful to memorize and bear in mind during the
next week?
xIn taking the verses seriously, is there anything you should change in:
(a) how you relate to God or to other people; or
(b) any other area of your life (e.g. attitudes, values or behavior)?
Are there any specific steps you could take to do this?
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d) The Holy Spirit Helps God’s People

¥%The Holy Spirit helps them

Rom 8:26 [Paul, to believers:] In the same waythe Spirit helps us in our
weakness, for we do not know how we should pray, but the Spirit himself
intercedes for us with inexpressible groanings.

John 14:16-17a [Jesus, to his disciples:] | will ask the Father, ante
will give you another Helper to be with you forevetthe Spirit of truth
(NCV™)

¥%The Holy Spirit leads God’s people ...
Rom 8:14 Those who are led by God’s Spirit are God’s childrenT)
Gal 5:18 But if you are led by the Spiriyou are not under the law.

[ * The Holy Spirit may lead a person by an inner conviction or sense of
assurance, by circumstances, or even by a discernible revelation. (Giving
such a revelation to a person with a prophetic spiritual gift is one way the
Holy Spirit leads and directs Christian groups.)]

...and the Holy Spirit directs them in doing God’s work

Acts 10:19-20 While Peter was still thinking seriously about the vision,
the Spirit said to him, “Look! Three men are looking for y3But get up,

go down, and accompany them without hesitation, because | have sent
them?”

Acts 20:22  [Paul:] And now, compelled by the Spirit, | am going to
Jerusalenwithout knowing what will happen to me there, ...

¥ The Holy Spirit empowers God’s people to do God’s work

e

Acts 1:8 [Jesus, to his disciples:] But you will receive power when the
Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in
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received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that

we might understand the things freely given us by Gaay)

[ * Being the Spirit of God, the Holy Spirit “comprehends the thoughts of
God” (v. 11). Having received the Holy Spirit, believers thus gain insight
into God'’s thinking and ways (v. 12).]

® How does the Holy Spirit make God'’s people holy?

@ Choose one of the fruits of the Spirit listed in Galatians 5:22-23 (above
in The Holy Spirit gives God’s people joy and peace) that you need to
focus on nurturing more. What steps could you take to do this?

®E The verses make reference to people being “full of the Spirit” (cf. Acts
11:24; Acts 6:3). How can we likewise be filled with the Holy Spirit?

|. Basics

This section looks at some basic factors underlying how God relates

to his people. They show that God’s relationship with his people is not
an aloof, impersonal one — far from it. God is always with his people
and they can actually know him. Complementary to this is God’s great
love and steadfast faithfulness towards his people - two
characteristics which are often coupled together in the Bible.
Undergirding all God’s interaction with his people is his truly amazing
grace.
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a) God Is Always with His People

[ *“The best of all is: God is with us.” — John Wesley]

%God and Jesus Christ are with their people

2Cor 6:16b [Paul, to believers:] We are the temple of the living God, as
God himself says, “I will live with these people and walk among them.
will be their God, and they will be my peoplgCEev)

2Thes 3:16b [Paul, to believers:] The Lord be with you all.
[ * This is a blessing or prayer, speaking of Jesus Christ’'s presence with
his people.]

¥%God and Jesus Christ are always with their people ...

FREWAYS

Josh 1:5b [God:] Just as | was with Moses, so | will be with you. | will
not leave you or forsake yo(ESV)

Matt 28:20b [Jesus:] And remember, | am with you always, to the end of
the age

...and so God’'s people are always with God - living in his
presence

Ps 73:23 [A psalmist, to God:] But | am continually with youyou hold
my right hand

Ps 41:12 [David, to God:] You defend my integrity, anglou set me in
your presence foreve(Gop's WORD®)

%God is with his people wherever they go ...

Jos 1:9b Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be
dismayed, fothe LORDyour God is with you wherever you.gasv)

Il. God’s Holy Spirit in His People 33

Rom 14:17 For the kingdom of God does not consist of food and drink,
but righteousnesggeace, and joy in the Holy Spirit

[ * This speaks of the Holy Spirit facilitating peace and joy amongst God’s

people.]

Gal 5:22-23 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulne?@entleness, and self—contrélgainst
such things there is no law.

[ * Note the other “fruits” of the Spirit listed here, along with joy and

peace.]

¥%The Holy Spirit teaches God’s people ...

1Cor 2:13 [Paul:] And we speak about these things, not with words
taught us by human wisdom, but with those taught by the Spirit,
explaining spiritual thing$o spiritual people.

[ * The Holy Spirit enables God's people to know and express spiritual

truths.]

... In fact, the Holy Spirit teaches them about all things

1Jn 2:27 [John, to believers:] Now as for you, the anointing that you
received from him resides in you, and you have no need for anyone to
teach you. But akis anointing teaches you about all thingds true and

is not a lie. Just as it has taught you, you reside in him.

[ * The “anointing” from God is more than likely the Holy Spirit.]

¥Accordingly, having the Holy Spirit is linked with having
wisdom and knowledge

Acts 6:3 [The apostles, to the other believers:] Therefore, brothers,
appoint seven men among you who have a good reputatianare full
of the Spirit and wisdojmand we will put them in charge of this work.
(1SV)

1Cor 2:11-12 [Paul, to believers:] For who knows a person’s thoughts
except the spirit of that person, which is in him? So alsoone
comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit of @mly we have
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c) The Holy Spirit Renews God'’s People

() God saves and renews his people through the Holy Spirit, p.29.)

%The Holy Spirit brings spiritual life

John 6:63 [Jesus:] The Spirit is the one who gives jiteuman nature is
of no help!The words that | have spoken to you are spirit and are life
[ * Particularly in light of the verse’s first clause, the final statement may
indicate that the words Jesus spoke were from (cf. NIrV, CEV) or spoken
through the Holy Spirit. As such they are words that the Holy Spirit

uses to produce life — when people believe them and live according to
them.]

%The Holy Spirit makes God’s people holy

1Pet 1:2a [Peter, to believers:] God the Father decided to choose you as

his people, andis Spirit has made you holycev)

¥%The Holy Spirit gives God’s people love and faith

Rom 15:30 [Paul, to believers:] My friends, by the power of the Lord
Jesus Christ anoly the love that comes from the Holy Spirlteg you to
pray sincerely with me and for mgev)

Acts 11:24 Barnabas was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith

and many people were brought to the LarehT)

[ * The description of Barnabas as being full of both the Holy Spirit and
faith (cf. Acts 6:5, re Stephen) arguably implies that faith comes with
the Holy Spirit. It at least associates faith with having the Holy Spirit.]

¥%The Holy Spirit gives God’s people joy and peace

PEACE 0O

1Thes 1:6 [Paul, to the Thessalonians:] And you became like us and like

the Lord. You suffered much, but still you accepted the teachingtéth
joy that comes from the Holy Spir{ncv™)

|. Basics 9

...and God also goes before them

Deut 31:8 The LORD himself will go before youde will be with you; he
will not leave you or forget you. Don't be afraid and don’t worry.
(NCV™)

¥God is with his people in trouble ...
Ps 46:1 God is our refuge and strengtm ever-present help in times of

trouble (GoD's WORD®)

...and being with his people in trouble, God sees them through it

Ps 91:15 [God, speaking of one who loves him:] When he calls out to
me, | will answer himl will be with him when he is in trouble; | will
rescue himand bring him honor.

Isa 43:2 [God:] When you pass through the waters, | am with you; when
you pass through the streams, they will not overwhelm you. When you
walk through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not harm
you.

¥God and Jesus Christ in fact live in their people ...

John 14:23 Jesus replied, “If anyone loves me, he will obey my word,
and my Father will love him, andie will come to him and take up
residence with him

1Jn 4:12 [John, to believers:] No one has ever seen God, Huwve love
each other, God lives in pand his love is made perfect in wscv™)

[ * Verses that speak of God and/or Jesus Christ living in their people (or
vice versa) largely have in view the spiritual union of God and Jesus
Christ with their people. This union is in part at least based on God'’s
people having his Holy Spirit (cf. 1Jn 4:13 @]



10 The Bible Unpacked — Comprehensive Study Series

...and God's people live in him and Jesus Christ

1Jn 4:13, 15-16 [John, to believers:] We know that we live in God and

he lives in us, because he gave us his SpirffWhoever confesses that
Jesus is the Son of God has God living inside, and that person lives in
God.*®And so we know the love that God has for us, and we trust that
love. God is loveThose who live in love live in Godnd God lives in
them. (Ncv™)

1Jn 5:20a [John, to believers:] And we know that the Son of God has
come and has given us insight to know him who is truewandre in him
who is true, in his Son Jesus Christ

[ * The latter part may be speaking of either being: in God and in Jesus

Christ; in God through being in Jesus Christ; or just in Jesus Christ (if

“him who is true” is referring to Christ).]

¥%God’s people are with Jesus Christ even in death

Phil 1:23-24 [Paul, speaking of life and death:] | feel torn between the
two, because | have a desicedepart and be with Christvhich is better
by far,?*but it is more vital for your sake that | remain in the bodly.

Il. God’s Holy Spirit in His People 31

Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the farthest parts of the
earth.

[* The Holy Spirit empowers believers to witness for Jesus Christ,

throughout the world.]

® What do we know about how God works through us by the Holy Spirit?
Do we ourselves need to do anything?

®m What work of Jesus Christ does the Holy Spirit continue — and how
does he do so?

® Choose one aspect of God’s work in his people through the Holy Spirit
that you find particularly notable. Make one observation about it
(perhaps in relation to your own life).
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... As such, God speaks through them by the Holy Spirit

Neh 9:30a [Levites, to God:] You were patient with them for many years.
You warned them by your Spirit through your prophgisp’s woRD®)

[ * God spoke through his prophets by the Holy Spirit, often to admonish

the Israelites. Note that speaking through his people by the Holy Spirit

is one way in which God works through his people by the Holy Spirit (as

per the previous subsection).]

YLikewise, Jesus Christ works amongst God’s people through

Through

2Cor 3:3 [Paul, to the Corinthian church:] And you show thayou are a
letter from Christ delivered by us, written not with ink but with the Spirit
of the living Gog not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts.
(ESV)

[ * The Corinthians’ new spiritual lives were composed by Jesus Christ

through the Holy Spirit, in Paul’'s ministry.]

... The Holy Spirit continues Jesus Christ’'s work in and through
them

John 14:26 [Jesus, to his disciples:] But the Advocatethe Holy Spirit,
whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and
will cause you to remember everything | said to.you

[ * Jesus said God would send the Holy Spirit in his name — “in My place, to
represent Me and act on My behalf” (AMP; cf. CEV, NLT). As such the

Holy Spirit represents Jesus Christ’'s interests and continues his work,

doing such things as calling believers’ attention to Jesus Christ's
teachings.]

Acts 1:8 [Jesus, to his disciples:] But you will receive power when the
Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in

|. Basics 11

® Why do you think John Wesley said, “The best of all is: God is with
us”?

@ How can we enable ourselves to be more aware of living in God’s
presence?

E How or in what sense do God and Jesus Christ live in their people?
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b) God Knows His People and They Know Him

%God and Jesus Christ know their people

Ex 33:17 The LORD said to Moses, “I will do this thing also that you
have requested, for you have found favor in my sight,| &mbw you by
name”

[ * The expression “I know you by name” (cf. John 10:3b ) indicates: an
intimate knowledge — “I know you very well” (GNT, NCV); and a personal
relationship — “I know you personally” (AMP); “you are my friend” (NLT,

cf. CEV).]

John 10:3b, 14 [Jesus, speaking of himself as “the good shepherd”:] He
calls his own sheep by nanamd leads them out. **I am the good
shepherdl know my owrand my own know me — ...

¥%God and Jesus Christ also know all their people’s needs and

troubles
Nande

iy e

| .
mﬁ xml"i’ St nIIW ‘émw

Matt 6:8 Do not be like them, foyour Father knows what you need
before you ask him

Rev 2:9 [Jesus Christ, to the church in Ephesus:] | know the distress you
are suffering and your pover{put you are rich)l also know the slander

against youwby those who call themselves Jews and really are not, but are

a synagogue of Satan.

%God enables his people to know him

Eph 1:16b-17 [Paul, to believers:] | always remember you in my
prayers,‘asking the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Féther,

give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation so that you will know him

better (ncv™)

¥ Consequently, God’s people know him ...

1Jn 2:14a [John, to believers:] | am writing to you, my children, because
you know the FathercnT)
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b) God Works in His People through the Holy
Spirit

¥%God saves and renews his people through the Holy Spirit
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2Thes 2:13 [Paul, to bellevers:] But we ought to thank God always for
you, brothers and sisters loved by the Lord, bec@skchose you from
the beginning for salvation through sanctification by the Spmd faith
in the truth.

Titus 3:5b  [Paul, to Titus:] Instead, because of his merog saved us
through the washing in which the Holy Spirit gives us new birth and
renewal (GOD'S WORD®)

¥God instructs and teaches his people through the Holy Spirit

Neh 9:20a [Levites, to God:] You imparted your good Spirit to instruct
them

1Cor 2:9-10 [Paul, to believers:] But just as it is written, “Things that no

eye has seen, or ear heard, or mind imagined, are the things God has
prepared for those who love him%od has revealed these to us by the
Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God.

¥2God works through his people by the Holy Spirit ...

Zec 4:6b—7 [God, to Zerubbabel who was a leader of the Jews:] ‘Not by
strength and not by powdbut by my Spirit,’ says thedrD who rules
over all.” "“What are you, you great mountain? Because of Zerubbabel
you will become a level plain! And he will bring forth the temple capstone
with shoutings of ‘Grace! Grace!” because of this.

[ * God would accomplish the work he was doing through Zerubbabel by

his Spirit. Mountainous problems would be overcome and Zerubbabel

would “bring forth the temple capstone” (v. 7b) signifying the completion

of the work (the rebuilding of the temple).]
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® What or who is the Holy Spirit? 1Jn 4:7 [John, to believers:] Beloved, let us love one another, for love is
from God, andwhoever loves has been born of God and knows. God
(ESV)

...and God'’s people know Jesus Christ

1Jn 2:13a [John, to believers:] | am writing to you, fathers, thgbu have
known him who has been from the beginning

[ * The expression “him who has been from the beginning” refers to Jesus
® Why do you think God gives his people the Holy Spirit? Christ.]

m

¥ln fact, God's people are friends of God and Jesus Christ ...

James 2:23 And the scripture was fulfilled that says, “Now Abraham
believed God and it was counted to him for righteousness,’hangas
called God'’s friend

John 15:14-15 [Jesus, to his disciples:] You are my friends if you do
5
I Do people receive the Holy Spirit when they become Christians? Use what | command y0&'| no longer (_:all you slaves, because the sl_ave does
Bible verses to support your answer. not understand what his master is doing. Bhtwve called you friends,
because | have revealed to you everything | heard from my Father

i

m

...and God's people have fellowship with God and Jesus Christ

1Jn 1:3 [John, to believers:] What we have seen and heard we announce
to you too, so that you may have fellowship with us (armteed our
fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Qhrist
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Il. God’s Holy Spirit in His People 27

® When undergoing a time of distress, why should we be encouraged by
the fact that God and Jesus Christ know about it if they are allowing it
to continue?

® How or in what way/s do Christians know God more so than other
people?

® How do Christians have fellowship with God and Jesus Christ? What
does it involve?

... and this indicates that God lives in them

1Jn 3:24b Now by this we know that God resides in us: by the Spirit he
has given us
[ * Having the Spirit of God verifies that God himself lives in us.]

¥ The Holy Spirit is God'’s seal, guaranteeing what is to come

Eph 1:13-14 [Paul, to believers:] You, too, have heard the word of truth,
the gospel of your salvatiolWhen you believed in him you were sealed
with the promised Holy Spirit/who is the guarantee of our inheritance
until the redemption of God’'s own possessitinhis praise and glory.
(1SV)

[ * God’'s “own possession” refers to believers, who have been marked as

such by being given the Holy Spirit.]
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a) God Gives the Holy Spirit to His People

%God gives his people his Holy Spirit ...

Gal 4:6 [Paul, to believers:] Since you are God's children, God sent the
Spirit of his Son into your heart@and the Spirit cries out, “Father.”
(NCV™)

Rom 5:5 [Paul, to believers:] And hope does not disappoint, because the
love of God has been poured out in our hearts thrthaghkioly Spirit who
was given to us

...As such, God gives the Holy Spirit to those who believe and
obey him

John 7:38-39a [Jesus:] The one who believes in me, as the Scripture has
said, will have rivers of living water flowing from his heart®Now he

said this about the Spirit, whom those who were believing in him were to
receive ...(Isv)

Acts 5:32 [The apostles:] And we are witnesses of these events, and so is
the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey him

¥%The Holy Spirit lives in God’s people

Ltves

2Tim 1:14 [Paul, to Timothy:] Protect that good thinfghe truth] entrusted
to you, throughthe Holy Spirit who lives within us

¥Having the Holy Spirit verifies that a person is one of God’'s
people ...

Rom 8:15-16 [Paul, to believers:] For you did not receive the spirit of
slavery leading again to fear, byau received the Spirit of adoption, by
whom we cry, “Abba, Father.**The Spirit himself bears witness to our
spirit that we are God's children.

[ * The Holy Spirit testifies to and assures believers that they are God’s

children (v. 16). Accordingly, by the Holy Spirit believers can
acknowledge/address God as “Abba” or Father (v. 15).]
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c) God Loves His People

[ * God loves the whole world but his love for believers has an additional
intimacy or a more personal facet. There is also far more latitude for
God to express his love in his dealings with those who are in a right or
true relationship with him.]

¥God loves his people ...

John 16:27 [Jesus, to his disciples:] For the Father himself loves you,
because you have loved me and have believed that | came from God

... God loves them greatly

Ps 86:5 [David, to God:] You are good to us and forgivin@ll of
constant love for all who pray to yo(GNT)

Ps 32:10 Wicked people have many troubles, kibe LORDS love
surrounds those who trust himncv™)

¥:God’s love is with his people always — forever

Ps 89:28 [God, speaking of David:] | will always extend my loyal love to
him, and my covenant with him is secure.

[ * The reference to God’s “loyal love” is indicative of the constancy and
reliability of God’s love. What God says here of his love in regard to

David is applicable to each of his people.]

¥God shows his love for his people in delivering them ...

Ps 86:13 [David, to God:] For you will extend your great loyal love to
me, and will deliver my life from the depths of Sheol
[ *“Sheol” is a reference to the grave.]
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...and God shows his love for his people in protecting them

Deut 33:12b “The LORD's loved ones will lie down in safety, because he
protects them all day long. The ones he loves rest witfi linay ™)

%God also shows his love in his kindness and blessings to his
people

Num 14:19 [Moses, to God:] Please forgive the iniquity of this people
according to your great loyal love, just as you have forgiven this people
from Egypt even until now.

1Jn 3:1a [John, to believers:] See how much the Father has loved us! His
love is so great that we are called God'’s children—and so, in fact, we
are. (GNT)

¥%Jesus Christ loves God’s people — as he showed when he gave
his life for them

John 15:9, 12-13 [Jesus, to his disciples:] Just as the Father has loved
me, | have also loved yptemain in my love. .My commandment is

this — to love one another just khave loved you**No one has greater

love than this —that one lays down his life for his friends.

%Note: God delights and rejoices in his people

Zeph 3:17 The LorDyour God is in your midst; he is a warrior who can
deliver. He takes great delight in you; he renews you by his love; he
shouts for joy over you.

Il. God’s Holy Spirit
In His People

God’'s incomparable gift of his Holy Spirit is critical to God’s
relationship with each of his people — including God’s work in and
through them. In part at least, this is due to the Holy Spirit being
the prime means by which God renews and helps believers.
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® How does God show his love to you?

® How do you respond to God’s love? What is something else you could
do in response to or in acknowledgement of God’s love (either a one-
off act or something you could start doing regularly)?

B Why does God delight and rejoice in his people?
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d) God Is Faithful to His People

%God is completely faithful to his people

Ps 25:10 The LORD always proves faithful and reliable to those who
follow the demands of his covenant.

¥%God is faithful even if his people are unfaithful and do wrong

2Tim 2:13 [Paul, to Timothy:] If we are unfaithful, he remains faithful,
since he cannot deny himself.

Neh 9:33 [Levites, to God:] You are righteous in all that is happening to
us, becausgou have acted faithfully while we have practiced el

%God shows his faithfulness in helping his people

Ps 91:4 [A psalmist, to those who trust in God:] He will cover you with
his wings; you will be safe in his careis faithfulness will protect and
defend you(GNT)

Lam 3:22-23 [Jeremiah, referring to his people:] The LORD'S gracious
love is the reason we are not consumed, dinceompassions never end.
“They are new every morning—great is your faithfulngss)

1Cor 10:13b [Paul, to believers:] God is faithful: He will not let you be
tried beyond what you are able to bear, but with the trial will also provide
a way out so that you may be able to endure it.

¥%God faithfully maintains his covenants with his people
forever ...

Deut 7:9 [Moses, to the Israelites:] Know that the IORD your God is
God, the trusteéod who faithfully keeps his covenant to the thousandth
generation of those who love him and obey his commasss

Ps 89:28 [God, speaking of David:] | will show my gracious love toward
him forever, since my covenant is securely established withgisim.

|. Basics 23

Gal 6:18 [Paul, to believers:] The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with
your spirit, brothers and sisters. Amen.

[ * This benediction or blessing of the presence of Jesus Christ's grace
suggests that Christ continues to minister to believers through his

grace.]

® What does “grace” mean? Give a brief explanation of God'’s grace.

® How does the grace of God affect our everyday lives?

® Do we ourselves need to do anything to be strengthened by God's
grace? If so, what?
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— less than the least of all the sainthis grace was given, to proclaim to
the Gentiles the unfathomable riches of Chiastd to enlighten everyone
about God’s secret plar a secret that has been hidden for ages in God
who has created all things.

...and by grace they are enabled to do the work

2Cor 9:8 And God is able to make all grace overflow to you so that
because you have enough of everything in every way at all times, you will
overflow in every good work

¥%By grace God's people are strengthened

Heb 13:9 [The writer, to believers:] Do not let all kinds of strange
teachings lead you from the right walyis good to receive inner strength
from God’s graceand not by obeying rules about foods; those who obey
these rules have not been helped by th@mr)

2Cor 12:9-10 [Paul, speaking of Christ's response to a request:] But he

said to me, “My grace is enough for you, for my power is made perfect in
weakness.” So then, | will boast most gladly about my weaknesses, so that
the power of Christ may reside in m&Therefore | am content with
weaknesses, with insults, with troubles, with persecutions and difficulties
for the sake of Christ, for whenever | am weak, then | am strong.

[ * Jesus Christ’'s grace was sufficient for Paul in his weakness for the

more Paul was aware of his weaknesses, the more he was open to
depending on Christ's power — in which by Christ’'s grace he was truly

made strong.]

Y Further notes on God'’s grace in the lives of his people

Rom 6:14 [Paul, to believers:] For sin will have no mastery over you,
becausgou are not under law but under grace

[ * We are not under the law but “under grace”, the new regime where — in
addition to being gained by God’s grace — our righteousness is maintained

by God’s grace.]
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... God faithfully keeps his promises to his people

Josh 21:45 Not one of the @rD's faithful promises to the family of
Israel was left unfulfilled; every one was realized.

Ps 119:140 [A psalmist, to God:] Your promises are proveso |, your
servant, love themncv™)

¥%Note: God never forgets his people

Isa 49:14-16 The people of Zion said, “ThedrD has turned away and
forgotten us.”The LORD answered, “Could a mother forget a child who
nurses at her breast? Could she fail to love an infant who came from her
own body? Even if a mother could forget, | will never forget ytA.
picture of your city is drawn on my hand. You are always in my thoughts!
(CEV)
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® What is one way or situation in which God has shown his faithfulness
to you, or to someone close to you?

® Why does God remain faithful even when his people are unfaithful?

® How can we imitate God’'s steadfast faithfulness? (Perhaps include
examples of relevant situations in your answer.)
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e) God Shows Grace to His People

[ * What God does for his people is based on his grace. The biblical words
translated as ‘grace’ indicate “an objective relation of undeserved favour

by a superior to an inferior... It is wholly unmerited, not evoked by the
creature’s disposition” — New Dictionary Of Theology, p.280. God's
wonderful grace in the believer’'s salvation is discussed largely in Part C.
God and the World.: Jesus Christ . This section primarily deals with the
ongoing role of God’s grace in his people’s lives.]

¥%God and Jesus Christ show abundant grace towards their people

2Cor 9:14 [Paul, to the Corinthians in encouraging them to give to needy
fellow-believers:] And in their prayers on your behalf they long for you
because dfhe extraordinary grace God has shown to.you

1Tim 1:14 [Paul:] And our Lord poured out his abundant grace on me
and gave me the faith and love which are ours in union with Christ Jesus.
(GNT)

¥%By grace God'’s people are given spiritual blessings and gifts

John 1:16  [John, primarily to believers:] Out of the fullness of his
[Christ's] grace he has blessed us all, giving us one blessing after another.
(GNT)

Rom 12:6 [Paul, to believers:] And we have different gifts according to
the grace given to udf the gift is prophecy, that individual must use it in
proportion to his faith.

[ * The spiritual gifts given to believers are manifestations of God’s grace

(cf. v. 3).]

¥%By grace God’s people are entrusted with his work ...

Eph 3:7-9 [Paul:] | became a servant of this gospel according to the gift
of God’s grace that was given to g the exercise of his powéilo me



