The =1 ¢
Unpacked

Intermediate Edition

A compilation of the
for believers growing in the faith







The Bible
Unpacked®

Intermediate Edition

A compilation of the Bible
for believers growing in the faith

Composed by Paul Mallison

Scripture quotations are from the NET Bible®,
unless indicated otherwise.



The Bible UnpackedE Copyright © 19941 2012 by Paul Mallison. All rights reserved.

This book may be freely reproduced for use for non-profit Christian purposes.
Free electronic copies may be downloaded at: www.thebibleunpacked.net.
In return, users are asked to increase their support of persecuted Christians
(cf. www.thebibleunpacked.net/persecuted_Christians.htm).

Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are from the NET Bible®
copyright ©1996i 2006 by Biblical Studies Press, L.L.C. http://www.bible.org/
All rights reserved. Scripture quoted by permission.

1 Scripture quotations marked fiCEVoare from the Contemporary English Version
Copyright © 1991, 1992, 1995 by American Bible Society. Used by Permission.

9 Scripture quotations marked fESVO0 are taken from The Holy Bible, English
Standard Version®, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good
News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

9 Scripture quotations marked fiIGNTO are from the Good News Translation in
Today® English Version- Second Edition Copyright © 1992 by American Bible
Society. Used by Permission.

9 Scripture quotations marked fiGWO0 are taken from God 6 s @VGapydight
1995 God's Word to the Nations. Used by permission of Baker Publishing
Group. All rights reserved.

9 Scripture quotations marked fiSVoare taken from the Holy Bible: International
Standard Version®, Release 1.44. Copyright © 199612007 by The ISV
Foundation of Fullerton, California USA. Used by permission of Davidson Press,
LLC. All rights reserved internationally.

1 Scripture quotations marked ANCVE odare taken from the New Century Version®.
Copyright © 2005 by Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Quotations of short phrases from other Bible translations are on occasions included
in comments on the verses. The copyright notices for these translations are given below.

9 Scripture quotations marked fAMPO are taken from the Amplified® Bible,
Copyright © 1954, 1958, 1962, 1964, 1965, 1987 by The Lockman Foundation.
All rights reserved. Used by permission. (www.Lockman.org).

9 Scripture quotations marked fNASBO are taken from the New American
Standard Bible®, Copyright © 1960, 1962, 1963, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977,
1995 by The Lockman Foundation. Used by permission.

9 Scripture quotations marked fNLTO are taken from the Holy Bible, New Living
Translation, copyright 1996. Used by permission of Tyndale House Publishers,
Inc., Wheaton, lllinois 60189. All rights reserved.

9 Scripture quotations marked NKJVO are taken from The New King James
Version / Thomas Nelson Publishers, Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers.,
Copyright © 1982. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

9 Scripture quotations marked MNRSV0 are from the New Revised Standard
Version of the Bible, copyright © 1989 by the National Council of the Churches
of Christ in the USA. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

This copy uploaded/printed: 28-Jan-12.



http://www.thebibleunpacked.net/
http://www.thebibleunpacked.net/persecuted_Christians.htm

This book is dedicated to all the people who have prayed
for my family and me these last twenty-five years. | am
confident that it is a ffruitoof their prayers.

No payment is required for this book. In return, users
are asked to increase their support of persecuted
Christians T in prayer and if possible also financially.
May readers with a heart for the persecuted church be
blessed by this book.

www.thebibleunpacked.net/persecuted Christians.htm



http://www.thebibleunpacked.net/persecuted_Christians.htm

The Bible Unpacked

Foreword

Section I.

1.

a M~ DN

6

10.

11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

Contents
....................................................................................... Vi
What to Know
God and Spiritual Powers
GOA® BEING ..vvveeeiuviieieiiiiee ettt 5
GOd® CharaCter......cueeeieiciiiiiiee e 13
JESUS CHFIST..ueiiiiiiiiiiiiei e 21
The HOly SPIrit ....ccooiiiiiiiiiiiee e 29
Angels, Satan and DemoNS........ccccccveeeeiicivieeeneeennnn 37
God and the World: Basics
GOd® Creation .......cuvveeeieiceiieiereee e e e 47
GOd® SOVEIEIGNTY ..eeeiiiiieeeiiiie et 55
GO WOId.....eeieeeieiee et 63
The Problem of Sin ..., 71
GOod& JUAgMENT.....ooiiiiiiieeiiiee e 79
God and the World: Jesus Christ
God& Promised Messiah.......cccoeviecciieeeieeeeeiciieeen. 89
Jesus Christ® MISSION .....coovccviieeeie e 97
Salvation through Jesus Christ.........ccccccceeeeniiinnnne 105
The NeW OFder ..ottt 113
Ahe Last TRINGSO......ccueveieeieieeieieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeennn 121
God and His Own People
The Standing o.f..Gaodds...Pl8opl e
Keys to G o d kinteraction with His People.............. 139
God& Transformation of His People......cccccceveuneeens 147
God& Care of His People ......cccevevvieccniennreeeeeiiiens 155

God& Plans for His People......c.ccccooecviiieeieiiinniens 163



Intermediate Edition Y,

Section Il. What to Do

Relating to God

21. Being Right with GOd........cccveiiiiiieiiie e, 175
22. Having Faith in God.........cccooeiiiiiieiie e, 183
23. Loving, Fearing and Obeying God .........ccccvvvvvenees 191
24, Connecting With GOd .......cccvvviiiiiieeiiiee e 199
25, EXalting GOd ......ccceeeiiiiiieiiiie e 207
Church Life
26. Being ONe BOdY ....cccovveeiieiiiiiiiieeie e sriniieene e 217
27. WOrshiping GOd ........cccueeeeriiieeiiiiee e 225
28.  Serving GOd.......cceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeereeerernrer. 233
29. Significant PractiCes ......uuuuummmrrmmrreeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeenennnenes 241
30. Church Leadership .....ccccoevceiiiiiiieeeiieee e 249
Relating to People
Bl LOVE et 259
32, JUSHICE. .t 267
1S T VAV TS (o] o [ 275
34. Common Relationships ..........cevvvvevviviiiieeieeiiiiiiinnns 283
35. Spreading the GOSPel.........ovvvvevvvveeeiiiiiiieiiiiieieiennns 291
Persevering
36.  Standing FirM .......oevviiiiiiiiiiieeieeeeeeeeeveveeeveveveveeeneeeees 301
37. REJECING SiN cevviiiiiiiiiiiieeieeieeeeeeeeeveveeeeeveeerereeereaeaene 309
38. Major PitfallS .....ccceeeeeeeeieieeeeeeeeeeeeeveveveveeeve e 317
39.  Hard TiMES ..ccuieei i 325
40.  PerSECULION....ciiiiii ittt 333
Bibliography ... 341



Vi The Bible Unpacked

Foreword

Introduction

The aim of this book is to give a brief overview of the Bible&
teachings in a clear and readable order, primarily using the Bible itself
T i.e. verses taken from the Bible.

The chapters contain major headings, which in turn contain groups of
sub-headings. The subheadings give key Bible teachings. They are
each followed by a verse/s selected from the verses that they were
originally derived from. The parts of the verses that the subheadings
reflect are in italics. The verses are sometimes followed by a comment.

To help readers have a grasp of the context of verses, often a brief
introduction is included, in square brackets. These introductions
usually state who is speaking and often who they are speaking to.
Bear in mind that apart from God and Jesus Christ, the most
prominent speakers are:

9 Moses T who led the Israelites out of Egypt and taught them
God& laws;

9 David T Israel& greatest king who wrote many of the psalms,
most of which are essentially prayers;

1 Solomon and other wise teachers i who wrote the astute insights
in the books called Proverbs and Ecclesiastes;

9 Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel and other prophets i who
spoke to the people of Israel on God& behalf; and

9 Paul, Peter, John and other leaders of the early church 7 who
spoke to various groups and wrote letters to believers, often to
ones in particular churches.

Much care has been taken to interpret the verses in the light of both
the passage they are from and Scripture as a whole. Nevertheless, if
you encounter a verse that is used to teach something that is contrary
to or goes beyond your understanding, read the section in the Bible
from which it is taken and also consider how its teaching fits in with
Scripture as a whole (e.g. interpret OT teaching in the light of NT
teaching). If need be, consult a commentary.

Note that rather than reading this book from start to finish, for variety
read chapters alternatively from the two major sections of the book,
What to Know and What to Do.
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The Seven Editions of The Bible Unpacked

There are seven editions of The Bible Unpacked, aiming to address
the needs of non-Christians through to mature Christians, from
teenagers to adults. The subtitles of the seven editions and
suggested uses are outlined below. Note that there are also studies
based on some of the editions.

l Two-Minute Edition: Key Bible teachings for people fon the rund
For giving to non-Christians.

Pocket Edition: Key Bible teachings for seekers of truth.
Largely for giving to inquiring non-Christians or young new Christians.

Concise Edition: Key Bible teachings for new believers. |l=h
For either new or young Christians. Suitable to give to non- Studies
Christian friends. Has study series based on it. LJ

@] Foundations Edition: A compi |l ation of , Bi bl
for believers consolidating their faith. For newer Christians.
Study series is ideal for studies with newer believers. Studies

Intermediate Edition: A compilation of the Bible®

teaching for believers growing in the faith.

For developing a sound understanding of the faith.

Study series is excellent for Bible study groups. Studies

Comprehensive Edition: A compilation of
the Biblebs t eac hishmed
in the faith. For a comprehensive knowledge

of the faith. Useful as a study or a devotional
tool - and preparing talks. Studies are ideal for
studying topics in detail.

i ever s

[
Studies

In-Depth Edition: A compilation of the Bible&
teaching for teachers and students of the Bible.

For Christians keen to gain a deep understanding of
their faith. Useful for preparing talks and studies, and
for Bible students and Bible colleges. It is also in an
electronic version, which is a PDF file.

Electronic

Version
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Apart from the longest edition, each edition is an abbreviated version
of the next longest edition. As such all the editions have the same
basic structure. This allows readers to access the Bible® teachings at
an appropriate level and then to progress through to the longer
editions to obtain a deeper understanding.

Note that in the In-Depth Edition i which the other editions ultimately
come from 7 each heading was derived from the verses following it.
As such the headings are based on groups of verses with a common
theme, rather than the verses being selected to support the headings.
In the shorter editions the verses (often only one or two) have been
selected from the original groups of verses under the corresponding
headings in the In-Depth Edition.

For more information go to: www.thebibleunpacked.net

Abbreviations and Symbols Used in This Book

Abbreviations denoting Bible translations are identified on the
copyright notices page, at the beginning of this book. As indicated
there, all verse/s that are not followed by a translation& abbreviation
are from the NET Bible®. Other abbreviations used are OT (Old
Testament) and NT (New Testament).

In comments, ¢ indicate that the verse/s referred to have been
included above, in the same subsection. Under headings, a hand
pointing sideways (g2) introduces a cross reference/s.

Occasionally #d. . .0 appears at
of the following heading. This is to indicate that the teaching in the
second heading follows on closely from that of the first one.

About the Author

Paul Mallison has a BA Dip Ed from Macquarie University, Sydney.
He has spent the majority of his working life teaching students from a
cross section of ages and backgrounds. In his work he has composed
numerous teaching materials.

Paul is a son of best-selling Australian author and international educator
Rev. Dr John Mallison. Paul is credited with extensive editing work on
the two most recent of his father® 20 published books. Paul lives in
Sydney, Australia.
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6 Part A. God and Spiritual Powers

. Basics

The concepts in the first half of this chapter are fundamental to
understanding what God is like, as they concern basic attributes of
his being. These include attributes which show God to be very
different to us, but also attributes which indicate that he is like us
in that he is a personal being.

God& Form

God is one

[Jesus, QuoTinG Moskes:] Listen, Israelthe Lord our God, the Lord is
one.é *The expert in the law said to hirfiThat is true, Teacher;
you are right to say thate is one and there is no one else besides
him. Mark 12:298, 32

God is a single entity. He is only one being.

God is spirit
God is spirit and the people who worship him must worship in spirit
and truth. Jonn 4:24

God& nature is spirit; he is a spiritual being. So God is not a
physical being, in contrast to people and particularly to idols.

God is everywhere

il am a God who is nedrsays thd.ORD. fil am also a God who is far
away0 %fiNo one can hide where | cannot see bisgays theLORD.
fil fill all of heaven and earth,says thdLORD. JeremiaH 23:23i 24 NcVE

Note that ALORDOIs the personal name of God.

So, God is always near

[DaviD, To Gop:] Where can | go to escape your spirit? Where can |
flee to escape your presenéa were to ascend todaven, you would
be there. If | were to sprawl out in Sheak world of the dead], there
you would belf | were to fly away on the wings of the dawn, and
settle down on the other side of the 38ayen there your hand would
guide me, your right handould grab hold of me.psaims 139:7i 10
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Godd Glory

The Bible often speaks of God& glory in reference to his wondrous
being. In doing so, it has in view God®& essence and/or his
attributes. Regarding his essence, God& glory pertains to his
essential being itself, such that his presence is on occasions
perceived as his glory and spoken of in terms of it. Regarding his
attributes, God& glory emanates in part from his attributes i such
as his power i which in a sense reflect the glory of God& essence
and presence.

Glory is a prominent and key attribute of God

They [kings] will sing about the ways of theoRrbD, for great is the
glory of theLORD!  PsaLms 138:5 Isv

All of us have sinned and fallen short of @odlory. Rowmans 3:23 cev

The fact that it is God& glory that people are measured by or
compared to, underlines that glory is a key attribute of God.

God& glory manifests his presence

But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked intently toward heaven
and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing &t rilght hand of
God Acts7:55

Here fthe glory of Godois correlated with fiGodo himself i and so
God& presence.

In association with his glory, God is surrounded by brilliant light

[EZEKIEL, DESCRIBING A VisiON oF Gob:] | then saw what looked like a
throne made of sapphire, and sitting on the throne was a figure in the
shape of a humaA’From the waist up, it was glowing like metal in a
hot furnace, and from the waist down it looked like the flames of a
fire. The figure was surrounded by a bright ligffias colorful as a
rainbow that appears after a storm. | realized | was seeing the
brightness of th€ORD& glory! Ezexie 1:261 28a cev

Goddbés gl ory bytheanivesethat redhas made

The heavens declare the glory of God; the skgplays his
handiwork. psaims 19:1
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Godd& Personhood

God is not a fthingdbut a personal being with who we can interrelate.

God has a mind i knowing and understanding things

For the LORD is a God who knows; he evaluates what people do
1 SAMUEL 2:3B

[Davip:] And you, Solomon my son, obey the God of your father and
serve him with a submissive attitude and a willing spirit tfi@lORD
examines all minds and understands every motive dsdheughts

1 CHRONICLES 28:9A

God has a will

[PauL, To BELIEVERS:] In the Messiah we were also chosen when we
were predestined according to the purpose of thg@mng who does
everything according to the intention of his Wlll Epresians 1:11 1sv

God has feelings and character

But the LORD God felt sorry for his peopl@ndinstead of destroying
the temple, he sent prophets who warned the people over and over
about their sins.2 CHronicLES 36:15 cEv

You have heard of J@ endurance and you have seen the @sord
purpose, thathe Lord is full of compassion and mercyames 5:118

God communicates

After God spoke long ago in various portions and in various ways to
our ancestors through the prophglis these last days he has spoken
to us in a sonwhom he ppointed heir of all things, and through
whom he created the world-esrews 1:1i 2

God interacts with people, responding to their needs
Draw near to God and he will draw near to yousmes 4:8a

[GoD, SPEAKING OF A PERSON DEVOTED To HIM:] When he calls out to
me, | will answer him. | will be with him when he is in troublevill
rescue him and bring him honomsaims 91:15
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Godd® Eternity

God has always been alive, the first of all things

Your throne, OLORD, has been firm from the beginning, apou
existed before time begarpsaivs 93:2 onT

This is what theLORD, Israels king, says, their protector, the®RrD
who commands armiesl am the firstand | am the last, there is no
God but me. IsalaH 44:6

God will live forever

[Kine NEBucHADNEZzAR:] | extolled the Most High, antpraised and
glorified the one who livesfever. For his authority is an everlasting
authority, and his kingdom extends from one generation to the next.
DANIEL 4:34B

[PauL, speakiNg oF Gobp:] Now to the eternal king, immortal
invisible, the only Godbe honor and glory forever and evekinen.
1 TIMOTHY 1:17

Moreover, God transcends time

Now, dear friends, do not let this one thing escape your noticeq that
single day is like a thousand years with the Lord and a thousand
years are like a single day2 peter 3:8

God dwells outside of the limitations of time, not bound by its finite

perspective. From his eternal perspective, diverse periods such as

a day and a thousand years are both small, even insignificant. To

God the distinction between them is merely relative.

God is self-existing

For asthe Father has life in himselo he has granted the Son also to
have life in himself. Jorn 5:26 esv

God does not change

All generous giving and every perfect gift is from above, coming
down fromthe Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or
the slightest hint of changesawes 1:17
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I[I. God& Pre-Eminence
(22 God is holy, p. 14)

A failure of many of us in the church today is that we have an
inadequate view of God, failing to fully appreciate his pre-
eminence. All Christians need to understand and be mindful of
God& surpassing greatness and incomparable capabilities i
notably his power, knowledge and wisdom.

Godd& Greatness

God is great and awesome

[MosEes, To THE IsraELITES:] For the LORD your God is God of gods
and Lord of lords, the great, mighty, and awesome @t is
unbiased and takes no brilée, Deuteronomy 10:17

God is greater than all others

[Jesus:] My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all
and noone can snatch them from my Fatisdrand. Jonn 10:29

There is no one like God

[Jeremian:] | said, AiThere is no one like yollORD. You are great.
And you are renowned for your pow&veryone should revere you,

O King of all retions, because you deserto be revered-or there is

no one like you among any of the wise people of the nations nor
among any of their kingsJeremian 10:61 7

God is in fact beyond our comprehension

Yes, God is gredt beyond our knowledge! The number of his years
is unsearchhble. Jos 36:26

Can you discover the essence of God? Can you find out the perfection
of the Almighty?It is higher than the heaveiiswhat can you do? It

is deeper than Shedl what can you know?ts measure is longer
than the earth, and broader tharetkea. Jos 11:7i 9

The extent of God& being and attributes are far beyond our
understanding.
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God& Power

God®& power is incomparable and unlimited

He [Jehoshaphat] prayed:fiO LORD God of our ancestors, you are the
God who lives in heaven andiles over # the kingdoms of the
nations. You possess strength and power; no one can stand against
YOU 2 CHRONICLES 20:6

[PAuL, sPEAKING OF Gob:] You will also knowthe unlimited greatness
of his power as it works with might and strenfiihus, the believers.
EPHESIANS 1:19 GwW

God can do all things 7 nothing is too hard
[Jos, To Gob:] | know thatyou can do all things, and that no purpose
of yours can be thwartedjos 42:2 esv

[THE ANGEL GABRIEL, TOo MaRrY:] Your relative Elizabeth is also going

to have a sorgven though she is old. No one thought she could ever
have a baby, but in three months she will have a ¥blothing is
impossible for God! Luke 1:361 37 cev

God performs awesome deeds

[Isaian, To Gobp:] Whenyou performed awesome deeds that took us
by suprise, you came down, and the nmtains trembled before you.
ISAIAH 64:3

God& Knowledge and Wisdom

God knows everything
God is greater than our mscience an#nows all things 1 Jorn 3:208

God sees all people, seeing and knowing all that they do

The LoRD watches from heavemge sees all peoplé’From the place
where he livedie looks carefully at all the eadhinhabitants**He is
the one who forms every human heamd takes note of all their
actions PsaLms 33:13i 15
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God knows people& minds

This is what theLORD says:6This is what you are thinking, O house
of Israel; | know what goes through your mindszexie 11:58

God knows the future

[Gop, To IsraEL:] From the beginning | revealed the end. From long
ago | told you things that had nottylappenedsaying,iMy plan
will stand, anddl do everything | intended to d. isa+ 46:10 cw

God has incredible wisdom

Our Lord is great and has awesome powveere is no limit to his
wisdom PsaLms 147:5

God& Name

God declared his name to be the iLORDO

Then theLoRD came down in the cloud and stood there with Moses,
andthe LoRrD called out his name: theORD. Exobus 34:5 NCVE

Then Moses said to Godf | come to the people of Israel and say to
them,6rhe God of your fathers has sent me ta,§andthey ask me,
ANhat is his nameéRvhat shall | say to thend?*“God said to Moses,
fil AM WHO | AMo And he saidfiSay this to the people of Isradl,
AM has sent me to y@ud°God also said to MosefiSay this to the
people of Israeldrhe LORD, the God of your dthers, the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jabab, sent me to
youd This is my name forever, and thus | am to be remembered
throughout all generations Exopus 3:13i 15 Esv

fLORDO (v. 15) can be derived from i AMO (v. 14). For the actual

Hebrew that is rendered as fLORDO is AYHWHO (most likely

pronounced fivyahwehd and it fis derived from the verb HAYAH, to

bed (NASB text note) to which fl AM0is also related. Note that i

AM WHO | AMO (v. 14) may well have the sense: fl will be who |

will bea This title and its shortened form i AMo (v. 14) appear to

express God& unchanging nature, self-existence, self-

determination and omnipresence.
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I. Holy Characteristics

A good understanding of God requires a balanced understanding
of his character, including the fundamental attribute of holiness. To
obtain such an understanding, we must fiake to heartoall aspects
of his character. As well as the many characteristics that we find
consoling, we also need to appreciate those that inspire godly fear.

Holiness

God®& holiness involves his moral purity. It concerns God&
separateness from and his intolerance of that which is morally
impure. Holiness is fundamental to the other characteristics that
follow in the first half of this chapter.

God is holy

And one[angelic being] called to another and said-ioly, holy, holy is
the LORD of hosts the whole earth is full of his glory! isaiax 6:3 esv

Note that the title fthe LORD of hostso points to God& sovereign
power over all things.

There is nothing bad in God . ..

[A psamisT:] They will say that thd.ORD is good. He is my Rock,
andthere is no wrong in him psaLvs 92:15 ncvE

...and God cannot tolerate evil

[HABAKKUK, TO Gop:] You are too just to tolerate evil; you are unable
to condone wrongdoingHasakkuk 1:13A NET

God shows himself to be holy by what he does

The LorD All-Powerful will receive glory by judging fairlythe holy
God will show himself holy by doing what is rightaia5:16 ncvE

There is no one holy like God

No one is holy like theorD! There is no one other than you! There is
no rock like our God! 1 samueL 2:2
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Righteousness

God is righteous and just

But the LORD of hosts is exalted in justice, and the Holy God shows
himself holy in righteousnesgsaiax 5:16 esv

All God does is right and just

Now |, Nebuchadnezzar, praisedaexalt and glorify the King of
heaven, forall his deeds are right and his ways are justanier 4:37a

As such, God is truthful . ..

[Gop:] | the LORD speak the truth; | declare what is right.isaian
45:198 ESV

... and God does not show favoritism
Forthere is no partiality with God Romans 2:11

Faithfulness

God is faithful

The steadfast love of tHeORD never ceases; his mercies never come
to an end?hey are new every morningreat is your faithfulness
LAMENTATIONS 3:22i 23 ESV

God never forsakes nor fails

[Davip, To Gob:] Your loyal fdlowers trust in you, foyou, LORD, do
not abandon those who seek your hefgaivs 9:10

David also said to his son Solomdige strong and brave, and do the
work. Do be afraid or discouraged, because ltlorRD God, my
God, is with youHe will not fail you or leave yountil all the work
for the Temple of th& ORDis finished. 1 cHronicLES 28:20 NcVE

God does not lie nor change his mind i he keeps his promises

God is no mere humate doesii tell liesor change his mind. God
always keeps his promisesiumsers 23:19 cev
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Anger

Although we usually view anger in a negative light, this is not how
the Bible depicts God& anger, or wrath. God& anger is always
justified and righteous, consistent with his holiness. Moreover, it
occurs in response to that which is contrary to his holiness. Unlike
human anger, God& anger is never uncontrolled, wayward or
spasmodic i and is tempered by his mercy, notably where his own
people are concerned.

God expresses anger, which has awesome consequences

[A psaLmisT, To Gob:] Who can really fathom the intensity of your
anger? Your raging fury causes people to fear yesavs 90:11
Therefore[due to their evil] the anger of théorDwas kindled against

his people, and he stiched out his hand against them and struck
them, and the mountains quaked; and their corpses were as refuse in
the midst of the streets. For all this his anger has not turned away,
and his hand is stretched out stillsaian 5:25 esv

God is slow to anger and often holds it back . . .

The LoRD is slow to angerand abounding in loyal love, forgiving
iniquity and transgression, but by no means clearing the duilty
NUMBERS 14:18A

Yet he is compassionate. He forgives sin and does not debleoy.
often hold back his anger, and does not stir up his fupgaLvs 78:38

...and God does not stay angry

He does not retain His anger forever, Because He delights in mercy.
MICAH 7:18B NKJV

God®& anger arises in response to sin and disobedience

[Gop, To BAAsHA THE KING OF IsraeL:] Yet you followed in
Jeroboarés fodsteps and encouraged my people Israel tother
sins have made me angry Kines 16:28

[Gop:] | will angrily seek vengeance on the nations that do not obey
me. Mican 5:15
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lIl. Loving Characteristics

God& love is one of the two primary characteristics from which his
other personal characteristics emanate, the other primary one
being his holiness. Comprehending and persistently being mindful
of God®& love and his associated characteristics provides great
encouragement for believers.

Love

God is love i as shown in him giving his only Son, to save us

The person who does not love does not know God, becaoddas
love. °This is how Gods love was revealed among us: God sent his
unique Son into the wid so that we might live through hiffThis is
love: not that we have loved God, but that he loved us and sent his
Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sigs.*®We have come to
know and rely on the love that God has for @ed is love, and the
persan who abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him.
1 JOHN 4:8i 10, 16 ISV

The phrase fiGod is loved (vv. 8, 16) implies that God& nature is

fundamentally love, rather than that love is simply a characteristic

of God. It is also suggests that God is the sole source of love and

so that love does not exist apart from him.

Godé love is great

[DaviD, To Gob:] Foryour loyal love extends beyond the,skyd your
faithfulness reaches the cloudssaivs 108:4

God®& love is constant
How precious, O Gods your constant love!Psaius 36:7a onT

Godd love lasts forever

[ETHAN, TO Gob:] | know thatyour love will last for all timethat your
faithfulness is as permanent as the skyg.89:2 onr

Give thanks to theLoRrRD, for he is good, forhis steadfast le
endures forever'Give thanks to the God of gods, fois steadfast
love endures forever Psawvs 136:1i 2 Esv
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Mercy

God is merciful

[Mosks, To IsraEL:] The LORD your God is a merciful Godde will
not éandon you, destroy you, or forget the promisgdor ancestors
that he swore he would keemeuteronomy 4:31 ew

[Davip, To Gop:] Because offour great mercyl come to your house,
LORDE& Ps25:6a cev

God is also compassionate

As a father has compassion on his children, so lth&D has
compassion ohis faithful followers. psaLms 103:13

Due to his mercy and compassion, God is long-suffering

[LEVITES, PRAYING TO GOD AND MAKING REFERENCE TO THEIR
ancesTors:] Then, when they were at rest again, they went back to
doing evil before you. Then you abanddrthem to their esmies,

and they gained dominion over theWvthen they again cried out to
you, in your compassion you heard from heaven and rescued them
time and again”And you solemnly admonished them in order to
return them to your law, but they behdvpresumptuously and did
not obey your commandments. They sinned against your ordininces
those by which an individual, if he obeys them, will live. They boldly
turned from you; they rebelled and did not ob&y.ou prolonged
your kindness with them for amy years and you elemnly
admonished them by your Spirit through your prophets. Still they
paid no attention, so you dedired them into the hands of the
neighboring peoples'However, due to your abundant mercy you did
not do away with them altogetheypu did not abandon them. For
you are a merciful and compassionate God+emian 9:28i 31

Due to his mercy and compassion, God is forgiving

Who is a God like youYou forgive sin and overlook the rebellion of
your faithful people. You will not be angrgréver, because you
would rather show mercy?You will again have compassion on us.
You will overcome our wrongdoing. You will throw all our sins into
the deep seaMican 7:18i 19 cw
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Goodness

God is good
[A PsaLMIST, To Gob:] You are good and you do goo@sacms 119:68a

God exercises kindness

How can | repay theLorD for all his acts of kindness to me?
PSALMS 116:12

God is generous
But if anyone is deficient iwisdom he should askod, who gives to all
generoushand without reprimandand it will ke given to him James 1:5

The phrase fwithout reprimando may be implying that God fivond
correct you for askingd (CEV). In any case, the verse points to the
fact that God gives fungrudginglydo (AMP, NRSV; cf. NLT).

Jealousy

The Hebrew and Greek words translated as fjealousyo convey a
very forceful passion. When used of God, fjealousyois spoken of
in a positive light, as a virtuous attribute aligned with his profound
commitment to and love for his people.

God® jealousy in regard to his people is comparable to that of a
husband or wife. Their jealousy is a product of their intense love
for each other and evoked by anything that poses a threat to their
relationship. As such God& jealousy is expressed in action against
whatever threatens his people or his relationship with them. Thus
it is expressed both against hostile forces i bringing salvation to
his people 7 and in punishing any unfaithfulness of his people,
leading them back to him.

God is a jealous God
[Mosks, To IsraEL:] For theLORD your God is a casuming fire;he is
a jealous God DeuteroNOMY 4:24

Here God& jealousy is compared to fire devouring or destroying
that which has aroused it.
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Godd jealousy arises in response to his people& sin

Judah did evil in the sight of tHeoRD. They made him merjealous
by their sins than their ancestors had dornexines 14:22

God is also jealous for his people& well-being

Thus says thd.ORD of hosts: | am jealous for Zion with great
jealousy, and | am jealous for her with great wratfihus says the
LorD: | have returned to Zion and will dwell in the midst of
Jerusalem, and Jerusalem shall be called the faithful city, and the
mouwntain of theLORD of hosts, the holy mountaifiThus says the
LoRD of hosts: Old men and old women shall again sit in the streets
of Jeruslem, each with staff in hand because of great ayed the
streets of the city shall be full of boys and girls playing in its streets.
ZECHARIAH 8:21 5 ESV

God®& jealousy for Zion (v.2) i i.e. Jerusalem - has in view her

restoration (vv. 31 5; cf. GNT) and expressing wrath towards her

enemies (cf. AMP, CEV, GNT).
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. General

The NT makes remarkable claims about aspects of Jesus Christ&
being and his character. In doing so it shows Jesus Christ& nature
to mirror that of God, and so points to his deity (his fiGod natured.
The NT also often refers to Jesus Christ® fmameq making it a
further concept that is important to grasp.

Jesus Christ Eternity

Jesus Christ existed in the beginning . . .
[JoHn, To BELIEVERS:] | @am writing to you, fathers, because you know
him who has existed from the beginningJonn 2:13a Nt

Jesus Christ existed in the beginning, before all time.

... Jesus Christ was before all things

[Jesus, To Gob:] And now, Father, glorify me at your side witte
glory | had with you before the world was creatembnn 17:5

Jesus Christ will be alive forever

But becausdesus lives forever, he will never stop serving as priest.
%30 heis able always to save those who come to God through him
because he always livezsking God to help themkiesrews 7:24i 25 novE

Jesus Christ is self-existing i he is fithe lifed

For as the Father has life in himself,l@ohas granted the Son also to
havelife in himself Jonn5:26 Esv

Jesus said to hefil am the resurrection and the lif€he person who

believes in me, even though he dies, will livénn 11:25 1sv
Descriptions of Jesus Christ as fthe lifeoreflect the fact that he has
life inherent (cf. 5:26 ¢) as part of his essential nature, and as
such is self-existing. Primarily they point to Jesus Christ as the
source of life T the one who gives life i as the latter part of this
verse suggests.

Jesus Christ remains the same
Jesus Christ is theame yesterday and today and forevefdsrews 13:8
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Jesus Christ& Pre-Eminence

Jesus Christ is greater than all things

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation,
¥or all things in heaven and on earth were created by hiall
things, whether visible or invisible, whether thrones or dominions,
whether principalities or peersi all things were created through
him and for him!"He himself is before all things and all things are
held together in him®He is the head of the bodyre church, as well

as the beginning, the firstborn from among the dead, so that he
himself may become first in all thing€oLossians 1:15i 18

Jesus Christ has divine glory
When the Son of Man comes in his glory and all the angels with him,
then he wilsit on his glorious throne.martHew 25:31

Note that fthe Son of Manowas the title Jesus used for himself the
most. It is a messianic title, but it also underlines his humanity.

Jesus Christ has mighty, sovereign power

[PauL, To BELIEVERS:] But our ciizenship is in heaveih and we also
await a savior from there, the Lord Jesus Chttatho will transform
these humble bodies of ours into the likeness of his glorious body by
means ofthat power by which he is able to subject all things to
himself PriLPPIans 3:207 21

Jesus Christ has superlative knowledge and wisdom

[THE DiscipLEs, To Jesus: ] Nowwe know t hat you kn
JOHN 16:30

[Jesus, To His piscipLes:] For | will give you the words along with
the wisdom that none of your adversariak e able to withstand or
contradict Luke21:15

Christ has wisdom superior to that of any adversary that we face.

Jesus Christ is everywhere

So Jesus came down, and he is the same One who went up above
all the sky. Christ did that to fill everything ith his presence.

EPHESIANS 4:10 NCVE
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Jesus Christ& Character

Jesus Christ is holy and righteous

[BELIEVERS, To Gob:] Then they turned againgbur holy Servant
Jesusyour chosen Messiahacts 4:27 cev

[JoHN, To BELIEVERS:] But if anyone does sin, whave an advocate
with the FatherJesus Christ the righteous Qe 1 Jonn2:18

Jesus Christ is faithful

But the Lord is faithful and he will strengthen you and protect you
from the evil one. 2 THessaLoNIANS 3:3

Jesus Christ is loving

[PauL, To BeLiEVERs:] And | pray that you and all Géel holy people

will have the power taunderstand the greatness of Chistoved

how wide and how long and how high and how deep that love is.
®Christts love is greater than anyone can ever knbut | pray that
you will be able to know that love. Then you can be filled with the
fullness of God. ErHEsIaNS 3:187 19 NCVE

Jesus Christ& Name

In biblical times, a person& name represented their whole person
T including their nature, authority and significance or purpose. This
concept is in view in references to the fhameoof a person.

Jesus Christé finameo signifies Jesus Christ himself

For there is no distition between the Jew and the Greek, for the
same Lord is Lord of all, who richly blessa who call on him
3For everyone who calls on the name of the Lwitl be saved.
ROMANS 10:12i 13

These verses illustrate that the fnamedof Jesus Christ signifies or

embodies Jesus Christ himself by the use of the equivalent phrases

fcall on himo(v. 12) and ftalls on the name of the Lordo(v. 13).
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[I. Jesus Christ and God

The claim that Jesus Christ is the Son of God is one of the most
central teachings in the NT. In addition to this, the NT says much
that associates Jesus Christ with God. This teaching forms the
basis of a large portion of what distinguishes Christianity from
other religions.

Jesus Christ Is the Son of God (I): General

Jesus Christ is the Son of God . . .

Therefore since webelievers] have a great high priest who has passed
through the heavendgesus the Sonf God let us hold fast to our
confession. Heerews 4:14

...Jesus Christis God& only Son

God has sent his one and only Sato the world so that we may live
through him. 1 Jonn 4:98

Jesus Christ is the image of God

s

€ the glorious gospel ofChrist, who is the image of God
2 CORINTHIANS 4:4B
The assertion that Jesus Christ is the image of God i having the

nature and fullness of God (as per the following subsection) i
reflects and supports the assertion that he is the Son of God.

Jesus Christ has the form and fullness of God

[PauL, To BELIEVERS:] YOU should have the same attitude toward one
another that Christ Jesus h&dho thoughhe existed in the form of
Goddid not regard equality with God as sgihing to be grasped,

PHILIPPIANS 2:51 6

For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in theéSon
COLOSSIANS 1:19
The phrase fall his fullnessorefers to: the fullness of God& nature
(cf. GNT) i fthe sum total of the divine perfection, powers, and
attributeso (AMP); and/or fall of himselfo (NCV; cf. CEV, NLT),
meaning that God himself in all his fullness dwells in Jesus Christ.
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Jesus Christ Is the Son of God (Il): Testimony

God testifies to Jesus Christ being his Son

After Jesus was baptized, just as he was coming up out ofake, w
the heavens opened armk saw the Spirit of God descending like a
dove and coming on hirfAnd a voice from heaven safiThis is my
one dear Sarin him | take great delightt. MaTTHew 3:16i 17

Others also testify to Jesus Christ being the Son of God

When eW spirits saw Jesus, they fell down before him and shouted,
AYou are t WewmrSorcveof God!

And John gave this testimonyil saw the Spirit come down like a
dove from heaven and stay on hiffi.still did not know that he was

the one, but Godyho sent me to baptize with water, had said to me,
drou will see the Spirit come down and stay on a man; he is the one
who baptizes with the Holy Spii®l have seen ib, said Johnfiand

| tell you that he is the Son of GOdJonn 1:32i 34 GnT

Jesus Christ& deeds are evidence that he is the Son of God

Now Jesus performed many other miraculous signs in the presence of
the disciples, which are not recorded in this bodBut these are
recorded so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of
God and that by dieving you may have life in his nameoxn 20:30i 31

The phrase fthese are recordedo (v. 31) refers to the miraculous

signs that John did record as testimony to Jesus Christ being the Son

of God, his miraculous deeds giving credence to his miraculous claim.

Other events of Jesus Christ& incarnation are further evidence

Then Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and gave up his spirit.
*1Just then the temple curtain was torn in two, from top to bottom. The

earth shook and the rockseve split apart>’And tombs were opened,

and the bodies of many sai®Nows who
when the centurion and those with him who were guarding Jesus saw

the earthquake and what took place, they were extremely terrified and

said, iTruly this one was Gd# Sond MatTHEW 27:50i 52, 54

It [the gospel] is about his Son, our Lord Jesus Christ: as to his
humanity, he was born a descendant of Davas to his divine
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holiness, he was shown with great power to be the Son of God by
being raised fom death. Romans 1:3i 4 GnT

Jesus Christ® resurrection is a powerful testimony to him being
the Son of God.

Jesus Christ and God Are One

Jesus Christ and God are one 1 each is in the other

[Jesus, To THE Jews:] The Father and | are one ®do you say
about the one whom the Father set apart and sent into the @ooldl,
are blasphming,0because | said] am the Son of Ga® *’If | do not
perform the deeds of my Father, do not believe*fBet if | do them,
even if you do not believe me, believe the digeso that you may
come to know and understand tham in the Father and the Father
iS in me Jown 10:30, 36i 38
A number of commentators state that the Greek for foned(v. 30) is
neuter, meaning that it denotes fone thingg rather than fbne
persond God (the Father) and Jesus Christ are generally
understood to have a unity of essence or nature, but not be the
same person. This unity would include a unity of purpose, as vv.
371 38a suggest.

To know or see Jesus Christ is to know or see God

[Jesus, To His piscipLes:] If you have known me, you will know my
Father too. And from now on you do know him and have seea him.
8Philip said, fiLord, show us the d&her, and we will be contemt.
°Jesus repliediHave | been with you for so long, and you have not
known me, Philip?The peson who has seen me has seen the Father!
How can you sayi@Show us the Fathé Jonn 14:7i 9

Jesus Christ is called God

Thomas replied to himdesus], iMy Lord and my Go@ Jown 20:28

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word wath Wiod, andhe
Word was God Jomn1:1 Esv

Jesus Christ is understood to be fthe Wordg with the man Jesus
being the manifestation of fthe Wordo(cf. v. 14).
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Jesus Christ Is Treated like God Is

The fact that Gododés peopl einwaybate to
in which they relate to God, reflects a unity or oneness of Jesus

Christ with God. Thus the teaching in this section supplements the

teaching in the previous section.

Jesus Christ is worshiped

While he [Jesus] was blessing them, he parted frommnthand was
taken up to heaver?They worshiped hirand returned to Jerusalem
with great joy. Luke 24:51i 52 isv

People pray to Jesus Christ

They continued to stone Stephen while prayed,fiLord Jesus,
receive my spirith Acts 7:59

People obey and serve Jesus Christ

[Jesus, To His piscipLes:] Therefore go and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the
Holy Spirit, *%eaching them to obey everything | have commanded
YOU MATTHEW 28:191 20A

From James, a seant of God and of our Lord Jesus Christ
JAMES 1:1A CEV
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l.  General
(1.Godbés Holy Spi,pil43) in His Peopl e

The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of God. This assertion is reflected by
the Holy Spirit& divine and imposing attributes. However, the Bible
also distinguishes the Holy Spirit from God, portraying him as a
personal being in his own right.

The Holy Spirit of God

The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of God . . .

Now [in the beginning] the earth was without shape and empty, and
darkness was over the surface of the watery deepthbu$pirit of
Godwas mwing over the surface of the wateGenesis 1:2

The Holy Spirit is God& spirit. As such one should bear in mind

that when the Bible speaks of the Holy Spirit, it is in effect
speaking of God himself.

... Accordingly, God refers to the Holy Spirit as his Spirit

I will no longer hide my face from therwhen | pour out my Spirit on
the house of Israel, declares the @@ign LORD. EzexieL 39:29

The Holy Spirit is correlated with God& presence

[JonN, To BELIEVERS:] Now by this we know that God resides in us:
by the Spirit he has given.us Jown 3:248

This correlates the Holy Spirit with God& presence by asserting
that believers having God& Spirit verifies that God lives in them.

God and the Holy Spirit know each other& mind

And he [God] who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit
because tb Spirit intercedes on behalf of the saints according to
Godis will. Romans 8:27

[PauL, To BELIEVERS:] The Spirit searches out all things, even the
deep secrets of God"'Who knows the thoughts that another person
has? Only a persé@r spirit that lives vthin him knows his thoughts.

It is the same with GodNo one knows the thoughts of God except the
Spirit of God 1 CoriNTHIANS 2:1087 11 NCVE



4. The Holy Spirit 31

The Holy Spirit& Being

As well as being a spirit, the Holy Spirit is everywhere

[Davip, To Gop:] Where shall igo from your Spirit? Or where shall |
flee from your presence® | ascend to heaven, you are there! If |
make my bed in Sheol, you are themdaims 139:7i 8 esv

Verse 7 links the Holy Spirit with God& presence, and so along
with v. 8 implies that the Holy Spirit is omnipresent i i.e. everywhere.

The Holy Spirit is eternal

How much more is done by the blood of Christ. He offered himself through
the eternal Spiris a perfectagrifice to God. Hesrews 9:14A NcVE

The Holy Spirit has great power

And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon hingthe Messiah], the
Spirit of wisdom and understandinfpe Spirit of counsel and might
the Spirit of knavledge and the fear of theORD. IsaaH11:2 esv

[JoHn, To BELIEVERS:] You are from God, little children, anidave
conquered them, becauslee one who is in you is greater than the
one who is in the world 1 Jorn 4:4
The fone who is in youdis most likely referring to the Holy Spirit. As
such, the description of the Holy Spirit as greater than Satan i fthe
one who is in the worldoi is indicative of the Spirit& great power.

The Holy Spirit has great knowledge

[Jesus, To His piscipLes:] But the Advocatethe Holy Spirit whom
the Father will send in my namaijll teach you everything, and will
cause you to remdyar everything | said to youJonn 14:26

This points to the Holy Spirit& profound knowledge.

The Holy Spirit has great wisdom

But some men from the Synagogue of the Freedéeas well as
some from Cilicia and the province of Asia, stood up and arguid wi
Stephen’®Yet they were not able to resist the wisdom and the Spirit
with which he spoke Acts 6:9i 10

This suggests that Stephen®& profound wisdom was a product of
the Holy Spirit T indicative of the Holy Spirit having great wisdom.
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The Holy Spirité& Personhood

The Holy Spirit is distinguished from God and Jesus Christ

[JEsus, To His piscipLEs:] But when the Helper comes, whom | will
send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from
the Father, he will bear witness about me&m+n 15:26 Esv

The Holy Spirit has his own mind

And he[God] who searches our hearts knotlie mind of the Spirit
because the Spirit intercedes on behalf of the saints according to
Gods will. Romans 8:27

The Holy Spirit has personal characteristics

[PauL, To BELIEVERS:] NOW | urge you, brothers and sisters, through
our Lord Jesus Christ and througie love of the Spiritto join
fervently with me in prayer to God on my behakomans 15:30

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness
goodness, faithfulnes@’gentleness, and setfontrol. GaaTians 5:22i 23a

Each of these characteristics is described as a ffruit of the Spiritd
because i like fruit from a tree 7 their source and means of growth
is the Holy Spirit. Arguably this implies that the Holy Spirit& own
character is reflected in them.

The Holy Spirit communicates . ..

[PauL, To BELIEVERS:] But the Spirithimself speaks to God for us,
even begs God for wgith deep feelings that words cannot explain.
ROMANS 8:26B NCV

... and the Holy Spirit interacts in other ways

The church became stronger, thae Holy Spirit encouraged it and
helped it grow Acrs9:318 cev

[PauL, To BeLIEVERS:] But if you are led by the Spirityou are not
under the law. GaLaTians 5:18
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lI. God, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit as One

(22 Jesus Christ and God are one i each is in the other, p. 27)

The NT speaks of God the Father, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit
as three identities, but also shows them as being related to each
other in a unique and indivisible unity. From this comes the
concept of them being three fpersonso but also being one entity,
the doctrine of the Trinity. This close-knit relationship between
God, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit is one of the most intriguing
and debated aspects of the Bible. The following provides some
basic fbuilding blocksofor coming to terms with this relationship.

Mutual Association

God, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit are closely associated

[Jesus, To His piscipLes:] Therefore go and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them ithe name of the Father and the Son and the
Holy Spirit, €  MatTHEW 28:19

The phrase fthe name ofd denotes a single name. Here it is

applied to all three of God, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit. As
such it points to a very close relationship between the three.

The Holy Spirit is identified with God
[PETER, TO ANnaNIas:] Why have you lied to the Holy Spiri#®

46 You lied to God! Acts 5:38, 48 cev

Ananias had attempted to deceive the church, and in effect had
lied to the Holy Spirit. Peter indicates that to lie to the Holy Spirit
(v. 3) is to lie to God (v. 4). As such Peter identifies the Holy Spirit
with God.

The Holy Spirit is also identified with Jesus Christ

[PauL, To BeLievers:] Now the Lord is the Spirjtand where the St
of the Lord is present, there is freeddfAnd we all, with unveiled
faces refleting the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the
same image from one degree of glory t@taer, which is fronthe
Lord, who is the Spirit 2 CorinTHIANS 3:17i 18

There are a number of interpretations of fthe Lord is the Spiritd

(v. 17) and fthe Lord, who is the Spiritd (v. 18). The ones that are
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arguably the most plausible are compatible with a literal reading,
demonstrating the very close association between the Lord Jesus
Christ and the Holy Spirit.

The Holy Spirit is called the Spirit of God and the Spirit of Christ

[PauL, To BELIEVERS:] You, however, are not in the flesh but in the
Spirit, if indeedthe Spirit of Godives in you. Now if anyone does
not havethe Spirit of Christ this person does not belong to him.
ROMANS 8:9
This not only closely correlates the Holy Spirit with God and with
Jesus Christ, it also associates Jesus Christ with God, with the
one Spirit being said to be of them both.

God, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit work together

So Jesus said to thdrhe disciples] again,fiPeace be with youust as
the Father has sent me, | also send 96€And after he said this, he
breathed on them and saitReceive the Holy SpiritJonn 20:21i 22

God sent Jesus Christ to carry out his purposes and Christ sends
his people empowered with the Holy Spirit to continue his work.

Mutual Divine Attributes

Common attributes and roles do not necessarily imply oneness,
but as the shared attributes and roles in this and the following
section are divine i and as the Bible teaches that there is only one
God i they do point to the oneness of God, Jesus Christ and the
Holy Spirit.

Note that the subsections in this and the following section are each
composed of three verses or passages i of which the first refers to
God, the second to Jesus Christ and the third to the Holy Spirit.

Omnipresence i God, Christ and the Holy Spirit are everywhere

fiDo you not know thatl am everywherg the LORD asks.
JEREMIAH 23:24B

Christ did thatto fill everythingwith hispresence Epresians 4:108 NcvE

[Davip, To Gob:] Where can | go to get away from your Spirit?
Where can | run from you®saims 139:7 ncvE
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Omnipotence i they each have infinite, sovereign power
| know, LORD, that you are alpowerful; that you can do everything
you want. Jos 42:2 GNT

Our Lord Jesus Christ'has power over everythidgy  PriLppians
3:208B1 21A CEV

[JonN, To BELIEVERS:] You are fran God, little children, and have
conquered them, becauslee one who is in you is greater than the
one who is in the world 1 Jonn 4:4

Omniscience i they each have complete knowledge

[JoHN, To BELIEVERS:] If our conscience condemns us, we know that
God s greater than our conscience and tmatknows everything
1 JOHN 3:20 GNT

[JesusopiscipLEs, To JEsus:] Now we know that you know everything
and do not need anyone to ask you anythimgi 16:30a

For the Spirit searches all things, even the deemg®iof God.

1 CORINTHIANS 2:10B
The Holy Spirit searches out or finds out all things (cf. CEV, NCV, NLT).

Mutual Divine Roles

As well as pointing to the oneness of God, Jesus Christ and the
Holy Spirit, their common roles also reflect the fact that God works
through Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit.

God, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit are each ascribed a
primary role in creation

You alone are th&ORD. You made the heavens, even the highest
heavens, along with all their multitude of stars, the earth @hthat

is on it, the seas and all that is in them. You impart life to them all
and the multitudes of heaven m8hip you. NexemiaH 9:6

All things were created by hifghrist], and apart from him not one
thing was created that has been created: 1:3

[ELiHu:] The Spirit of God has made mand the breath of the
Almighty gives me life. Jos 33:4
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They each give spiritual or eternal life
God has given us eternal lifand this life is in his Sona Joxn5:118

For just as the Father raises the daad gives them life, so alshe
Son gives life to whomever he wishesnn 5:21

The Spirit is the one who gives jifauman nature is of no help!
JOHN 6:63A

They each make Godé& people holy

Obey my laws, becausk am the LORD and | make you holy
LEVITICUS 20:8 GNT

Husbands, love your wives just @érrist loved the church and gave
himself for heto sanctify her by cleansing heith the washing of
the water by the word/so that he may present the church to himself
as glorious’ not having a stai or wrinkle, or any such blemish, but
holy and blamelessEpresians 5:251 27

[PauL:] | do this in order that | might bring the nations to God as an
acceptable offeringmade holy by the Holy SpiritRomans 15:168 cw
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. Angels

The Bible often mentions angels. The existence and role of
these mighty servants of God should be a great encouragement
to believers. This is in no small part due to the fact that their
work often involves believers, including giving believers
supernatural help.

Note that while the great majority of references to angels in the
Bible are to God& holy angels, evil angels are also mentioned.
These are commonly identified with demons. In headings in this
book, Angelso primarily refer to angels of God. But bear in mind
that some concepts, such as angels being very powerful, are
applicable to all angels.

Attributes of Angels

Angels have a human-like form, but are very awesome

[DaNIEL, DESCRIBING A vision:] | looked up and saw a man clothed in
linen; around his waist was a belt made of gold from Ufidis body
resembled yellow jasper, and his face had an appearance like
lightning. His eyes werkke blazing torches; his arms and feet had
the gleam of polished bronze. His voice thundered forth like the
sound of a large crowd.panieL 10:5i 6

This is describing an angel. The reference to the angel as a fimano

and the mention of his human-like features (waist, face, eyes,

arms and feet) suggest that angels have a human-like form.

Angels are very powerful

He will do this when the Lord Jesus appears filzsaven withhis
mighty angelsé 2 THessALONIANS 1:78 GNT

Suddenlythere was a severe earthqualker an angel of the Lord
descending from heaven came and rolled away the stone and sat on
it. MATTHEW 28:2

The accompanying earthquake is indicative of the angel®

awesome power. The stone was the very large one that had

sealed Jesusotomb.
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Angels can communicate and interact with others

Suddenly an angel came to higtjanjand t ouched hi m.
eat , 0 t h éeElijamsgwenkar lsischead a loaf baked over coals
and a jar of water, so he ate and drank. Then he went back to sleep.
"Later the LORDES angel came to him a second tiniEhe angel
touched him and sai d, nGet up an
be too hard for yo. 1 Kines 19:5i 78 NcVE

Angels and God

Angels surround God, and even stand in his presence

[JOHN, DESCRIBING A VISION OF A SCENE IN HEAVEN:] Thenl looked and
heard the voice of many angels in a circle around the thrasevell
as the living creatures and the eldergveLation 5:114

The angel answered hifpechariah], il am Gabriel, who stands in the
presence of Gbé  Luke 1:194

Angels worship God and Jesus Christ

[JOHN, DESCRIBING A VISION OF A SCENE IN HEAVEN:] The angels who
stood around the throne knelt in front of it with their faces to the
ground. The elders and the four living creatures knelt there with. the
Then they all worshiped Gofand s ai d, AAmen!
wisdom, thanks, honor, power, and strength belong to our God
forever and Regsvrenriizz&men! 0

And when God bringsis firstborn Sorinto the world, he say$i L e t
all Ggdbs wor sHierewpredtd m. 0

Angels serve God and Jesus Christ

Praise theLORD, you angels of his, you powerful warriors who
carry out his decrees and obey his order®raise theLorD, all
you warriors of his, you servants of his who carry o diésires!
PsALMsS 103:207 21

The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will gather from his
kingdom everything that causes sin as well as all lawbreakers.
MATTHEW 13:41
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Angels and God& People

Angels help and care for God& people

What are all the agels? They are spirits sent to serve those who are
going to receive salvationHesrews 1:14 cw

The LORDG angel camps around theorDG loyal followers and
delivers them. psams 34:7

Angels give people messages, including instructions . . .

About three alock one afternoohe saw clearly in a vision an angel
of God who came in and said to hifiGorneliusd “Staring at him
and becoming greatly afraid, Corneliuglied, iwhat is it, Lord®
The angel said to hinfiYour prayers and your acts of charitgve
gone up as a memoriakfore God.’Now send men to Joppa and
summon a man named Simon, who is called Peters 10:3i 5

Note that the Hebrew and Greek words for fangeld carry the

meaning fmessengera

... They also give messages about future events

[PauL:] For last night an angebf the God to whom | belong and
whom | serve came to nféand said, o not be afraid, Paul! You
must stand before Caesar, and God has graciously granted you the
safety of all who are sailing with y@u.Acrs 27:23i 24

The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show to his
servants the things that must soon take place. He made it known by
sending his angel to his servant JoAn Revelation 1:1 Esv
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[I. Satan and Demons
(2= 1. Spiritual Warfare, p. 305)

Many people find the existence of Satan (i.e. the devil) and
demons disturbing and choose to avoid the subject. But to live the
Christian life it is vital to understand our chief opponents.
Moreover, the Bible has a lot to say about Satan and demons i
much of which is in fact encouraging to believers.

Satan® Evilness

Satan is evil and is opposed to God& kingdom

When anyone hears the word about the kingdom and does not
understand it, th evil ongSatan] comes and snhatches what was sown
in his heart this is the seed sown along the patimrrHew 13:19

Satan is deceitful

[Jesus, To THE JEws:] You people are from your father the devil, and
you want to do what your father desires. He wasurderer from the
beginning, anadloes not uphold the truth, because there is no truth in
him. Whenever he lies, he speaks according to his own nature,
because he is a liar and the father of liegwn 8:44

Satan®& Power

Satan has great power and authority in the world

Thenthe devilled him[Jesus] up to a high place and showed him in a
flash all the kingdoms of the worldAnd he said to hinfiTo you |
will grant this whole realni and the glory that goes along with it, for
it has been relinquished tme, and | can give it to anyone | wish.
LUKE 4:5i 6

[Jonn:] € the whole world lies in the power of the evil oneglonn 5:198

Satan works in and through unbelievers

[PAuL, To BELIEVERS IN EPHEsUs:] Yes, in the past you lived the way
the world lives, fdowing the ruler of the evil powers that are above
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the earthThat same spirifSatan] is now working in those who refuse
to obey God. ErHEesiaNs 2:2 NCVE

And they[false teachers] may wake up and escape frdine trap of the
devil, who catches them to ddnat he wants 2 TimoTtHy 2:26 NcVE

But, Satan is not as powerful as God, . ..

[PauL, To BeLiEvers:] The God of peace will quickly crush Satan
under your feet Romans 16:20a

... hor is Satan as powerful as Jesus Christ

Now he was casting out a demtbiat was mute. When the demon had
gone out, the man who had been mute began to spedkhe crowds
wer e a maizeeud:]. When a strong man, fully armed, guards
his own palace, his possessions are <481t when a stronger man
attacks and conquersirh, he takes away the first nanarmor on
which the man relied and divides up his plundetke 11:14, 211 22

In v. 22 Jesus is referring to his overpowering of Satan, stripping

him of his power and taking what was his i a truth demonstrated

by Jesus driving out demons (v.14) and thus releasing people

from Satan& grip.

Moreover, Satan stands condemned
é the ruler of this world has been condemnedun 16:118

Satan® Work against God& People

Satan tempts Godé& people

[PAUL, TO BELIEVERS IN THESsALONICA]] SO when | could bear it no longér,
sent to find out about your faith, for fetirat the tempter somehow
tempted yoand our toil had proven uselessTHessaLonians 3:5

Satan can afflict God& people

SoSatan went out from the presence ofltben, and he afflicted Job
with a malignant ulcer from the sole of his feet to the top of his head.
JoB 2.7
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[JESus CHRIST, TO THE CHURCH IN SMYRNA:] Do not be afraid of the
things you are about to sufféfhe devil is about to have some of you
thrown into prson so you may be tested, and you will experience
suffering for ten days.ReveLaTion 2:104

ButSatands i nf |l uenc eGodandlasusiChrestd by

[PauL:] So that | would not become too proud of the wonderful things
that were shown to me painful phygal problem was given to me.
This problem was a messenger from Sasamt to beat me and keep
me from being too proudl begged the Lord three times to take this
problem away from méBut he said to méMy grace is enough for
you. When you are weakymower is made perfect in youSo | am
very happy to brag about my wewsses. Then Chrést power can
live in me. 2 CorINTHIANS 12:7i 9 NCVE
Paul® affliction apparently came from Satan. But Paul implies that
Jesus Christ permitted it, using it both to keep Paul from becoming
conceited (v. 7) and to make Paul receptive to Christ& power
working in him. Thus this passage illustrates that God and Jesus
Christ may permit Satan to afflict (or tempt) their people, but only
in accordance with their purposes. As such his power and
influence is limited by them.

Demons

Evil spiritual forces are referred to by a number of names,
including fdemonsq fevil spiritsq fspiritsd and (evil) fangelsa In
order to be concise, generally only fDemonso (or fdemonsd has
been used in this and the following subheadings.

Demons are evil and powerful spiritual beings

[PauL, To BELIEVERS:] FOr our struggle is not against flesh and blood,
but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world rulers of
this darkness, againghe spiritual forces of evil in the heavens
EPHESIANS 6:12
The terms frulerso and fpowerso are indicative of the great 1 but
limited 7 power of demons. The last two clauses appear to
together refer to the whole of the spiritual realm.
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Demons are aligned with Satan

Then war broke out in la@en: Michael and his angels fought against
the dragon[Satan], and the dragon and his angels fought back
REVELATION 12:7

This illustrates that evil angels or demons are aligned with Satan.

Demons can possess people. ..

When he [Jesus] came to the other side, to the region of the
Gadrenes,two demonpossessed meroming from the tombs met
him. They were extremely violent, so that no one was able to pass by
that way. MatTHew 8:28

...and demons can cause such people much harm

[A FATHER OF A DEMON-POSSESSED BoY:] A spirit seizes him, and he
suddenly screams; it throws him into convulsions and causes him to
foam at the mouth. It hardly ever leaves him alone, torturing him
severely. Luke 9:39

Demons both fear and have to submit to God and Jesus Christ

You believe that God is aneell and goodEven the demons believe
thati and tremble with fear.Jjaves 2:19

But Jesus rebuked hifa demoni possessed man]: fiSilence! Come
out of himb #°After throwing him into convsions, the unclean spirit
cried out with a loud voice and came out of hifithey were all
amazed so that they asked each otfi#ihat is this? A new teaching
with authority! He even commands the unclean spirits and they obey
him.0 Mark 1:25i 27

Demons face eternal punishment

Then heJesus Christ] will say to those on his leftDepart from me,
you accursed, intthe eternal fire that has been prepared for the devil
and his angels! MattHew 25:41
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. General

The formation of the universe is the most astonishing thing that
has ever occurred. The Bible claims that God not only created the
universe, but that he also created everything in it. Moreover, it
claims that God continues to maintain the universe. If we believe
that God is capable of doing this, then we should have little trouble
in accepting the other claims that the Bible makes about God.

God Made All Things

God made the heavens and earth i and everything in them

You are the onlyLORD. You made the heavens, even the highest
heavens, with all the stars. You made the earth and everything on it,
the seas and everything in them; you give life to everything.
NEHEMIAH 9:6A NCVE

All that God made is very good
God saw all that he had madeand it was very good!Genesis 1:31a

God Maintains Creation

Every creatured life is dependent on God

The | ife of every creature and the
hand. Jos 12:10 ncvE

God provides food for all creatures

[DaviD, To Gob:] Everything looks to you in anticipation, and you
provide them with food on a regular basigsa.us 145:15

God regulates all aspects of the weather

Fort o the snow he says, 6Fal l to ea
6 P oduor w nios £¥:6

He makes the clouds rise from theifaff horizons. He makes the
lightning flash out in the midst of the rain. He unleashes the wind
from the places where he stores biremian 10:138
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God maintains nature

[Gobp:] fiWhile the earth contimes to exist, planting time and harvest,
cold and heat, summer and winter, and day and night will not aease.
GENESIS 8:22

God& promise that these things will continue is indicative of his
control over them, regulating and maintaining them.

How God Made and Maintains Creation

God made all things with his wisdom

How numerous are your works, RO In wisdom you have made
them al| the earth is filled with your creationssaivs 104:24 1sv

The LORD created the earth by his wisdom; by his knowledge he se
the sky in place®His wisdom caused the rivers to flow and the
clouds to give rain to the earthProverss 3:191 20 onT

God made all things with his power

[Gop:] | made the earth, its people, and all its animals with my great
power and strength.Jeremian 27:5a NcVE

God made all things by his word

By the word of God heaven was maded the earth was made from
water and with water 2 Peter 3:58 NcVE

God made and sustains all things through Jesus Christ . ..

All things were created by hifghrist], and apart from him not one
thing was created that has been created: 1:3

He is the one through whom God created the uniyéingeone whom
God has chosen to possess all things at the %tel.reflects the
brightness of Ga@ glory and is the exact Bkess of Go own being,
sustaining the universe with his powerful wordesrews 1:28i 3a oNT

... The Holy Spirit also has arole

[A psawmisT, TO Gop:] When you send forth your Spirit, thigyeatures]
are created, and you renew the face of the groupghms 104:30 esv
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Implications of God Being Creator

Because he made everything, all things belong to God

The heavens and the earth belong to you. And so does the world
with all its people because you created th€amd everything else.
PsALMs 89:111 12A CEV

Because he made everything, God is sovereign over all things

The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of
heaven and earth.Acrs 17:24a 1sv
Because he has made all things, God has the right of sovereignty
over all things. God& almighty power and incomparable wisdom
enable him to enforce his sovereignty.

Creation shows Godé& power and wisdom to be incomparable

[JoB, sPEAKING OF Gob:] He is wise in heart and mighty in strength

who has resisted him and remained safdfe who remove
mountains suddenly, who overturns them in his an@lee; who
shakes the earth out of its place so that its pillars tremibie;who
commands the sun and it does not shine and seals up the®stars;
alone spreads out the heavens, and treads on the wdvbe sea;

°he makes the Bear, Orion, and the Pleiades, and the constellations of
the southern sky*’he does great and unsearchable things, and
wonderful things without numberios 9:4i 10
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lI. Godé& Creation of People

Arguably the most significant part of God®& creation is his creation
of people. God not only gives people life and a spirit, he has made
people quite unique amongst all creatures. Also, of all his creatures,
it is primarily to people that God reveals himself and relates.

Life and Death

God creates people . ..

The rich and the poor are alike in that the&®RD made them all.
PROVERBS 22:2 NCVE

... God gives people life and breath
He gives life, breath, and everything else to all peoplers 17:258 cev

Peopleés lives are very brief

[DaviD, To Gob:] You made my life short, so brief that the time means
nothing to youfiHuman life is but a breatffand it disappears like a
shadow. psaLms 39:5i 6a cev

As many old people would affirm, in a relative sense life is very brief.

Each person is destined to die

It is better to go to a funeral than a feast. &eath is the destiny of
every person, and the living should take this to heattcLesiastes 7:2

The Human Spirit

God has made people with a spirit

The LORD i who spread out the heavens, |#e foundation of the
earth, ad forms the spirit in a persohsays,é  ZzecrariaH 12:18 6w

The spirit is at the core of one& being

A persoi@s spiritis the lamp of the.ORD; it searches through all of
onds innermost being.Proverss 20:27 1sv
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People are dead without their spirit

For just asthe body without the spirit is deado also faith without
works is dead. James 2:26

Peopled spirits exist after death

They[Jews] continued to stone Stephen while he prajard Jesus,
receive my spirih Acts 7:59

Here also are the spirits of those good people who have been made
perfect. Hesrews 12:238 cev

The reference is to the spirits of righteous people who had died.

The Uniqueness of People

God has made people in his own image

Then God saidfiLet usmake humankind in our image, after our
likeness so they may rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the
air, over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over all the creatures
that move on the earth’’God created humankind in his own image,
in the image of God he created themale and female he created
them. Genesis 1:26i 27

That God has made people in his own image is evident in that they

reflect such things as his personal traits 1 e.g. aspects of his

character and intellect i and that they have a spirit. Additionally, it is

noteworthy that although God essentially is spirit, some descriptions

of visions or manifestations of God speak of him in terms of a

human-like form (cf. Ezekiel 1:2671 28; Daniel 7:9).

God has given people an able mind i with which they can
think and reason intelligently

Who hasput wisdom in the hearbr hasimparted understanding to
the min® Jos 38:36

And Paul went in, as was his custom, and on three Sabbatthdays
reasoned with them from the Scripturéexplaining ad proving
that it was necssary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the
dead, and sayingiThis Jesus, whom | proclaim to you, is the Chuist.
ACTS 17:2i 3 ESV
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People have the moral capacity to know good from evil

And theLoRD God said,fiNow thatthe man has become like one of
us, knowing good and eyihe must not be allowed to stretch out his
hand and take also from the tree of life and eat, and live fooever.
GENESIS 3:22

People are to care for and act responsibly towards creation
A righteous prson cares for the life of his anim@l Proverss 12:10a

[Gob, To THE BasvyLonians:] For you will pay in full for your violent
acts against Lebanon; terrifying judgment will come upon you
because of the way you destroyed the wild animals living .there
HABAKKUK 2:17A

The Babyloniansddesolation of the forests of Lebanon (cf. CEV, GNT,

NLT) and their destruction of animals contravened humankind®&

responsibility towards nature i and they would be punished for it.

Epilogue: God& Self-Revelation to People

God reveals himself to people

Then theLORD again appeared in Shiloh, for it was in Shiloh that
LorD had revealed himself to Samuel through the word ot .
1 SAMUEL 3:21

God reveals himself by what he does

[Gop] | acted for the sake of my reptibn, so that | would not be
profaned befor¢he nations among whom they lived, before whom |
revealed myself by bringing them out of the land of EgypicieL 20:9

By delivering the Israelites out of Egypt, God revealed himself to

the surrounding peoples.

Creation perpetually evidences and reveals God to all people

[PAuL, sPEAKING OF WickeD PEopLE:] FOr what can be known about God is
plain to them, because God has shown it to tH8Ror his invisible
attributes, namely, his eternal power and divingung, have been
clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things
that have been mad8o they are without excuseromans 1:19i 20 esv
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. God@& Supreme Authority

As the one and only God, God reigns supreme in the world. He
has supreme power over all things. As such, God defeats his
enemies and he fulfills his plans. A realization of this produces
submission to and worship of the one and only God.

The LorD Is God 1 the Only God

Note that God stated that the fLorRDO was the name by which he
was to be known (cf. Exodus 3:1271 15).

The LorD is God
Know that thd.ORDis God. PsaLms 100:3a NcvE
Now, O sovereigrLORD, you are the true God!2 samueL 7:28a

He is God of all people
| am theLORD, the God of all humankindJeremian 32:27a

Hezekiah prayed before theorD: ALORD God of Israel, who is
enthroned on the cherubgbu alone are God over all the kingdoms
of the earth. 2 Kings 19:154

He is the one and only God

[Gop:] And there is no other god besides me, a righteous &udl
a Savior; there is none besides rfféiTurn to me and be savedl)
the ends of the eartilor | am God, and there is no otherisaian
45:21B1 22 ESV

His deeds show that he is the only God

[Davip, To Gob:] Foryou are great and do amazing things. You alone
are God. PsaLms 86:10

[Gop:] See, | am the only God. There are no others. | kill, and | make
alive. | wound, and | heal, and no one can rescue you from my power.
DEUTERONOMY 32:39 GW
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God Reigns Supreme

God rules over all

O LORD, you are great, mighty, majestic, magnificent, glorious, and
sovereign over all the sky and earth! You have dominion and exalt
yourself as the ruler of alt?you are the source of wealth and honor;
you rule over all You possess strength and might to magnify and
give strength to all. 1 cHronicLES 29:111 12

As such, God rules over all authorities

The glorious God is the only Rulahe King of kings and Lord of
lords. 1 TimMoTHY 6:15a cev

God rules over the earth in righteousness

He rules the world with righteousness; he judges the nations with
justice. PsaLms 9:8 GNT

God will reign forever

But you, OLORD, reign forever; your throne endures from generation
to generation. LamenTaTiONS 5:19

God will impose his absolute rule on all

[JonN, pEscriBING A vision:] Then the seventh angel blew his
trumpet, and there were loud voices in heavegtingafiThe kingdom
of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ,
and he will reign for eveand evem **Then the twentifour elders
who are seated on their thrones before God threw themselves down
with their faces to the ground and worshiped Gadth these words:
fiwe give you thanks, Lord God, the Atowerful, the one who is
and who was, becaeyou have taken your great power and begun to
reign. REVELATION 11:157 17
The proclamation in v. 15 and the final phrase fhave begun to
reignd (v.17) may mean that at this point God has begun to
impose his rule on all i the actualization of the kingdom (v. 15)
implemented with the imposition of God& great power (v. 17).
Alternatively the past tense may be used here to indicate the
certainty of God doing so in the future.
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God Defeats His Enemies

No one can effectively oppose God

But he alone is God, ahwho can oppose him? God does as he
pleasesé Jos23:13 cev

[Gob:] For there is no one like me, and there is no one who can call
me to account. There is no ruler who can stand up against me.
JEREMIAH 49:198

God destroys his enemies

But he will pay bak those people who hate him. He will destroy
them, and he will not be slow to pay back those who hate him.
DEUTERONOMY 7:10 NCVE

God Fulfills His Plans

God carries out his plans

[Gob:] fiBe sure of this: Just as | have intended, so it will be; just as |
have planned, it will happenisaian 14:248

God does not change his plans

God is not a human being, and he will not lie. He is not a human, and
he does not change his mind. What he says he will do, he does. What
he promises, he makes come tru@mwsers 23:19 NcvE

No one can thwart God& plans

Indeed,the LORD who commands armies has a plan, and who can
possibly frustrate it? His hand is ready to strike, and who can
possibly stop it? isaan 14:27

God works everything for his plans

In him we have obtagd an inheritance, having been predestined
according to the purpose liim who works all things according to the
counsel of his Wi“é EPHESIANS 1:11 ESV

God works all things that occur for the fulfillment of his plans.
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[I. God& Control over the World

God has power over everything. This includes control over evil
powers, nature, the nations of the world and each person life.
Comprehending this is vital to having a sound understanding of
God and of his relationship to the world T including his relationship
with ourselves.

God Has Control over Evil

God exerts control over evil

[JAcoB, REFERRING TO HIS GREEDY UNcLE:] Yet he has cheated me and
changed my wages ten timeBut God did not let him harm me.
GENESIS 317 GNT

[PauL, To BELIEVERS:] NO temptatim has overtaken you that is
unusual for human beings. B@od is faithful, and he will not allow
you to be tempted beyond your strength. Instead, along with the
temptation he will also provide a way out, so that you may be able to
endure it. 1 CoriNTHIANS 10:13 Isv

God has control over any temptation, whether it originates from Satan
or our own sinful nature. This is indicative of his control over evil.

God even uses evil to fulfill his purposes

For God has put into their minds to carry out his purposeriaking
a decision to give their royal power to the beast until the words of
God are fulfilled ReveLaTion 17:17

This speaks of kings or world powers of the end times cooperating
with the beast or anti-Christ, to unwittingly accomplish God& purpose.

God Has Control over Nature

God directs nature

He loads the clouds with moisture; he scatters his lightning through
the clouds.?The clouds go round in circles, wheeling about
according to his plans, to carry out all that he commands them over
the face of th whole inhabited world.Joe 37:11i 12
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He sends his command through the earth; swiftly his order reaches its
destination.'®He sends the snow that is white like wool; he spreads
the frost that is white like ashe§¥He throws his hailstones like
crumbs.Who can wibstandthe cold wind he sen@$®He then orders

it all to melt; he breathes on it, and the water flowssawus 147:15i 18

God can perform miracles of nature

The LORDGs angelic messenger appeared to the woman and said to
her,iYou are infertile ad childless, but you will conceive and have a

s 0 n *Madoalés wife gave birth to a soand named him Samson.
JUDGES 13:3, 24A

[ELuan:] For this is what thd.ORD God of Israel says¢The jar of
flour [that was about to run out] will not be empty andhe jug of oil
will not run out until the day theorRD makes it rain on the surface of
the ground §°She[a widow] went and did as Elijah told her; there
was always enough food for Elijah and for her and her farfihe
jar of flour was never empty aride jug of oil never ran out, just as
theLoRD had promised through Elijaha kines 17:14i 16

God Has Control over the Nations

God is in control of the nations

[A psaLMIST, To Gob:] Foryou execute justice among the nations, and
govern the people livingnoearth (Slah) psawvs 67:48

[Gobp:] This is the plan | have devised for the whole earth; my hand is
ready to strike all the natiorss.[Isaiah:] Indeed, theLORD who
commands armies has a plan, and who can possibly frustrate it? His
hand is ready to gke, and who can possibly stop itf2aan 14:261 27
What God determines for the whole world does take place, for his
power to impose his will extends over all nations. For God
fcontrols every nationd (CEV) i none can prevent him from
implementing his purposes concerning them.

God has been in control of the nations throughout history

From one human being he created all races on earth and made
them live throughout the whole earth. He himself fixed beforehand
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the exact times and the limits of the places whéey would live.
ACTS 17:26 GNT

God establishes all ruling authorities

Let every person be subjectttte governing authoritied-orthere is
no authority except by Gasl appointment, and the authorities that
exist have been instituted by Godomans 13:1

God Has Control over Each Person

God has control over people® hearts and minds
When Saul turned to leave Samuel, God changed&Saaart.

1 SAMUEL 10:9A NCVE

The LORD caused the Egyptians to think well of theamd the
Egyptians gave the peopleerything they asked for. So the Israelites
took rich gifts from them. Exobus 12:36 NncvE

God has control over people actions . ..

[DaNIEL, TO KING BELSHAZZAR:] But you have not glorified th&od who
has in his control your very breath and all your whybanieL 5:238

... Despite people& plans, their steps are directed by God
A person plans his course, but therRDdirects his steps.Proverss 16:9

God controls all that happens to people

Is it not from the mouth of the Most High that everything &oin
both calamity and blessing?amentations 3:38

[A wise TEacHER:] In times of prosperity be joyful, but in times of
adversity consider this: God has made one as well as the, atber
that no one can discover what the future holdscLesiasTes 7:14
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. General

God& word is our window to God. For through it we learn about
God and his relationship with us. Moreover, its unique
characteristics and functions have the imprint of God.

What God& Word Comprises

God®& word primarily is Scripture
If he [God] called them gods to whomme word of Godccameé and
Scripturecannot be brokén é  Jown 10:35 esv
This speaks of Scripture as fthe word of Goda
Every Scripture passage is inspired by GogitivorHy 3:16a cw

Here Paul is effectively saying that every verse of Scripture comes
from God, i.e. Scripture fis God& Wordo(CEV).

God®& word includes his covenants

The LORD said to MosesiiWrite these wordslown, because it is on
the basis of these words that | am making a covewithtyou and
with Israeld?®¢ He wrote on the tabletie words of the covenant
the Ten CommandmentsExobus 34:27, 288 oNT

This speaks of words of God forming God& covenant with Israel.

Godd& word includes his laws

[A PSALMIST, REFERRING TO Gob:] He speaks his word to Jacob, his
laws and judicial decisions to Israelpsaims 147:19 cw

Godd& word includes his prophecies

[Gob, To Jeremian:] Get a scroll. Write on it everythinghave told
you to say about Israel, Judah, and all the other nations since | began
to speak to you in the reign of Josiah until novremiax 36:2

This refers to prophecies (of God& word) regarding nations.

God®& word also includes the gospel, proclaimed by his people

When they [Barnabas and Saul] arrived in Salamis,they began to
proclaimthe word of God in the Jewishregogues Acrs 13:5a
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Jesus Christ is fithe Word of Godo
[JOHN, DESCRIBING A VIsION oF CHrisT:] He is dressed in clothing
dippedin blood, andhe is calledhe Word of God ReveLation 19:13

Jesus Christ is called the AWord of Godoin part because much of
what God says and does, he says and does through Jesus Christ.

Note: God has given his word by the Holy Spirit

Above all, you do wellif you recognize this:No prophecy of
scripture ever comes aboutZdy tt
no prophecy was ever borne of human impulse; rather, men carried
along by the Holy Spirit spoke from God .Peter 1:20i 21

Characteristics of God& Word

Godé& word is holy, righteous and good

So thenthe law is holy, and the commandment is holy, righteous, and
good Romans 7:12

Godd& word is true . ..

The words of the.oRD are trueand all his works are dependable.
PSALMS 33:4 GNT

[Jesus, To Gob:] Set them apart in the trutlyour word is truth
JOHN 17:17

...and so what God& word foretells comes true

[JeEremiaH TO JERUSALEMG peopLeE:] The LORD has done what he
purposed; he has carried out his word, which he commanded long
aga he has throwdown without pity; he has made the enemy rejoice
over you and exalted the might of your foaswentations 2:17 cw

God& word is living and active

Forthe word of God is living and active Hesrews 4:12a

Two reasons for describing God& word as flivingoare that it never
ceases to be pertinent and it keeps on influencing and affecting
people. The latter reason also shows it to be active.
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God& word is powerful

What God has saignd only alive and activelt is sharper than any
doubleedged sword. Hisvord can cut through our spirits and souls
and through our joints and marrow, until it discovers the desires and
thoughts of our hearts Hesrews 4:12 cev

God& word can penetrate to the very depths of our inner-selves,
exposing our thoughts and attitudes for what they really are.

God& word is everlasting

For all flesh is like grass and all its glory like the flower of the grass;
the grass withers and the flower falls Gfhut the word of the Lord
endures forever 1 Peter 1:24i 25A

Functions of God& Word

Godd& word brings spiritual and eternal life

[Jesus:] The Spirit is the one who gives life; human nature is of no
help! The words that | have spoken to you are spirit and aredife.
®8Simon Peter answered hirfil.ord, to whom would we go¥ou
have thavords of eternal life. Jonn 6:63, 68

In v. 63b Jesus appears to be saying that his words are spiritual,
producing spiritual or eternal life. Jesus seems to be implying that
it is by the Holy Spirit (v. 63a) that his words produce this life.

God& word gives light

[A psaLMiIST, To Gob:] Your word is a lamp to walk by, and a light to
illumine my path. Psawvs 119:105

God& word gives flightdi guidance and spiritual insight.

Godd& word gives hope

[A psaLmisT, To Gop:] Remember your word to your servant, you
have given me hopepsaivs 119:49

God had given the psalmist hope by his word, or promise.

Godd& word gives joy
TheLoRD3& precepts are fair and make one joyfusaivs 19:8a
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lI. Key Old Testament Covenants

A covenant is a solemn agreement made between two parties. As
indicated earlier, God& covenants are a key aspect of his word 1
along with his commands, prophecies and promises.

God& covenants with people were all initiated by God. They
generally confirmed his relationship with the persons concerned
i who were or who became his people. The covenants included
binding promises by God of blessings for his people, reflecting
his purposes for them. In some cases God& covenants also
outlined what God required of his people and how they were to
relate to him.

God& covenants with Abraham, the nation of Israel and David are
prime instances of the role of God& word, expounding pivotal
promises and (in the case of the covenant with Israel) laws of God.
These covenants form the background of God& relationship with
his people today. Learning about them enables us to better
understand the significance of much of the NT& teachings.

Godd®& Covenant with Abraham

God made a covenant with Abraham, promising him: countless
descendants; the land of Canaan; . ..

Abram bowed down with his face to the ground, and God said to him,
“fiAs for me, this is my covenant with you: You will be the father of a
multitude of nationsNo longer will your name be Abram. Instead,
your name will be Abraham because | will make ywu father of a
multitude of nations®l will make you extremely fruitful. | will make
nations of you, and kings will descend from ywyill confirm my
covenant as a perpetual covenant between me and you. It will extend
to your descendants after you thghout their generations. | will be
your God and the God of your descendants after towill give the
whole land of Canaan the land where you are now residingo you
and your descendants after you as a permanent possession. | will be
their GodO Genesis 17:3i 8

God made an everlasting covenant with the Israelite& ancestor

Abraham, aspects of which were included in God& later covenant

with Israel. In the covenant God promised Abraham that if he
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obeyed, God would: give him numerous descendants (vv. 5i 7);
give his descendants the land of Canaan (v.8); and bless all
nations through him (as per the following subsection). In
conjunction with this, God would be Abraham& and his
descendants6God (v. 7).

... and that all peoples would be blessed through Abraham

[Gob, To AsranaM:] | Will bless those who bless you, and him who
dishaors you | will curse, andn you all the families of the earth
shall be blessed Genesis 12:3 Esv

Abraham believed God, and was accredited with righteousness

[Gop, To ABraHaM:] fiLOOK toward heaven, and number the stars, if
you are able to number theThen he said to hinfiSo shall your
offspring bed ®And he believed theorp, and he counted it to him as
righteousness.Genesis 15:58i 6 esv

God& Covenant with Israel and the Law

(l.Jesus Christ and thepllldwds Di mini shed Rol e

God made a covenant with Israel, based on his law

ThelLoRrDsaid to MosesiWrite down these words, for in acdance
with these words | have made a covenant with you and with Brael.
%350 he was there with tHeorD forty days and forty nights; he did
not eat bread, and he did not drink water. He wrote on the talkdets
words of the covenant, the ten commandmenisous 34:27i 28

If the Israelites obeyed God, then they would be his people
and he would be their God

[Gob, To THE IsrAELITES:] Obey me and carry out the terms of the
agreement exactly as | commanded you. If you do, you will be my
people and | will bequr God. Jeremian 11:48

According to the terms of the covenant, Israel was to obey God.

If Israel kept the covenant by obeying God& commands, then

under the covenant they would be God& people and he would be

their God.
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Laws for the peopleé relationship with God

[Gob, To THE IsrAELITES:] iYOU shall have no other gods besides me.
“AYou shall not make for yourselves an idol, or any likeness of what
is in heaven above, or on earth below, or in the water under the
earth. >You shall not bow down to them iromship or serve them
because |, the @rD your God, am a jealous God, punishing the
children for the miquity of the parents, to the third and fourth
generations of those who hate nieut showing gracious love to
thousands who love me and keep my commaerdsy’fiYou shall not
misuse the name of theRD your God because the @rD will not
leave the one who misuses his name unpunistiemember the
Sabbath day to keep it hoRgix days you shall labor and do all your
work, *but the seventh day is a Salt to theLoRD your God. And
you shall not do any work, neither you, nor your son, nor your
daughter, nor your male or female servants, nor your livestock, nor
the alien who is within your gateSFor in six days the @RD made the
heavens and the eartina thesea, and all that is in them, and he rested
on the seventh day. Thefore, the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and
made it holy Exopus20:2i 11 1sv

The commands in this and the following section are the Ten
Commandments. These form the fundamentals of the whole law
that God gave through Moses (referred to as the Mosaic Law).

Laws for relationships with other people

fiHonor your father and your mother, thgbu may live a long time
in the land theLORD your God is giving to you*fiYou shall not
murder. “fiYou shall not commit adultery’iYou shall not steal.
®fYou shall not give false testimony against your neighbiiou
shall not covet your neighb@ house. You shall not covet your
neighbois wife, nor his male servant, nor his female servanthig
ox, nor his donkey, nor anything that belongs to your neigbbor.
Exobus 20:12i 17

By obeying all the law, the Israelites would have righteousness

[Moses, To THE IsraeLITES:] It will be righteousness for us, if we
careful to obey all the lawbefore the LORD our God, as he
commanded. DeuTeroNoMY 6:25 Isv
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Godd& Dealings and Covenant with David

David was chosen by God, as ruler over Israel
[Gob:] I&ve chosen David to rule my people Israelkines 8:168 cw

David reigned over Israel, as a powerful and righteous king 1
undergirded by God

David became a great and strong ruler, because ltb&Dp All-
Power f ul was "“avid khew shat shéaRe had néade
him king of Israel and that he had made him a powerful ruler for the
good of his people.2 samueL 5:10, 12 cev

David was king over all Israel, and he did what was fair and right for
all his people. 2 samueL 8:15 ncvE

God& covenant with David, promising that David& royal
dynasty would last forever

[THE PROPHET NATHAN, TO Davip:] The LORD declares to you that he
himself will build a dynastic house for yd@When the time comes for
you to die, I[God] will raise up your descendant, one of your own
sons, to succeed you, and | will establish his kingdaﬁe will build
a house for my name, amhavill make his dynasty permanent. will
become his father and he will become my &ghen he sins, | will
correct him with the rod of men and with wounds inflicted by human
beings. *But my loyal love will not be removed from him as |
removed it fronBSaul, whom | removed from before y%fhr’.our house
and your kingdom will stand before me permanently; your dynasty
will be permanent. 2 samueL 7:118i 16

In vv. 11b, 16 thouseod refers to a royal dynasty that God would

build for David, in response to David& desire to build a fhoused

(v. 13) or temple for God. The fdescendantospoken of in vv. 12i 15

refers initially to David& son Solomon, but is generally understood

to ultimately speak of the Messiah. As such this covenant provided

the people of Israel with the hope of a permanently secure

kingdom (cf. vv. 107 11a) under a godly and powerful king.
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. General

Knowing what sin is and what its consequences are is vital to
understanding God& relationship with humankind and to
appreciating the need for Jesus Christ& mission. It also helps us
not to sin by: clarifying what sin is (which this chapter does in
general terms); and providing great motivation to avoid sin.

Sin Is Breaking God& Law

Breaking God& law is sin

Whoever sins is guilty of breaking Gedlaw, because sin is a
breaking of the law 1 Jonn 3:4 enT

As such, all wrongdoing is sin . ..
Doing wrong is always Si@ 1 JoHN 5:17A NCVE

... and not doing what we should do is sin

Sowhoever knows what is good to do and does not do it is guilty of
Sin.  James 4:17

Sin Is against God

Sin is action against God

[Moses, To THE IsraeLiTEs:] If anyone sins unintgionally by

breaking any of th€ ORD& commandshe is guilty and mst pay the
penal tis a épayment offering fothe sin he committed
against theLORD. LeviTicus 5:17, 19 GNT

Sin is rebellion against God

[Davip, To Gob:] Drive them out of your presence becausehefr
many singandtheir rebellion against you PsaLvs 5:108 6T

Thus, sin is hated by God
Forl, theLORD, love justice and hate robbery and Sigaa+ 61:8a
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Sin Is Universal

All people have sinned . . .

All of us have sinned and fallen short of @odlory. Rowmans 3:23 cev
All fail to measure up to a standard compatible with Godé& glory.

... No one is righteous before God

[DaviD, To Gob:] Do not enter into judgment with your servant, rior
living person is righteous in your sighPsaims 143:2 1sv

People in fact have a sinful nature

And those who belong to Christ Jesus have put to dib&ih human
nature with all its passions and desiresaLatians 5:24 GNT

Sin Has Intrinsic Il Effects

Sin brings spiritual defilement
They became filthy because of what they dighivs 106:39 aw

Sin results in separation from God
[IsalaH, To THE PEOPLE OF JupaH:] But your sinful acts have alienated

you from your God; your sins have caused him to reject you and not
listen to your prayers IsaiaH 59:2

Sin brings spiritual death

[PauL, To BELIEVERS:] When you were spiritually dead because of
your sins and because you were not free from the power of your sinful
self God made you alive with Christ, and he forgave all our sins.
COLOSSIANS 2:13 NCVE

Spiritual death involves being cut off from God i fdead to Godoi
without his Holy Spirit, who brings spiritual life.

Sin also brings enslavement to sin

Jesus answered ther, tell you the solemn trutheveryone who
practices sin is a slave of sirjonn 8:34
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Sin Brings God& Anger and Death

Sin makes one subject to God& anger

Actually all of us were like them and lived according to our natural
desires, doing whatever suited the wishes of our own bodies and
minds In our natural corition we, like everyone else, were destined
to suffer Go@ anger. EpHesians 2:3 oNT

Here Paul refers to how all people have lived sinful lives, making

them subject to God& anger.

Sin results in physical death

Therefore, just asin entered the world through one madam], and
death through sin, so death spread to everyone, usecall have
sinned Romans 5:12 isv
People may experience God& wrath and judgment for sin in
various forms during their lifetime, but common to all is the
judgment of physical death. Note that the verse makes reference
to death initially coming as a consequence of Adam® original sin.

Furthermore, sin brings the prospect of eternal fideatho

[PauL, To BELIEVERS:] SO What benefit did you then reap from those
things that you are now ashamed of? #a end of those things is
d e a t HFor thé payoff of siiis death but the gift of God is eternal
life in Christ Jesus our LordRrowmans 6:21, 23

Particularly in view of the contrast with feternal lifed(v. 23), fdeatho
(vv. 21, 23) appears to primarily refer to or at least encompass
what is sometimes referred to as eternal fieathd Because of his
justice God demands that unforgiven sin be punished with eternal
fdeatho or destruction, involving eternal separation from God in
hell. A complementary reason for this fdeatho is that sin makes
separation from God necessary, because of his holiness.
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. The Lawd Provision for Israel® Sin
(®l.Jesus Christ and t heplldwds Di mini shed Rol e

In the law on which his covenant with Israel was based, God made
provision for atonement to be made for anyone who sinned, and
so for the sinner to be forgiven. This allowed the Israelites to
remain in their covenant relationship with him, providing that they
did not actually give up following God and his laws, as per the
terms of the covenant.

The NT contains numerous references to the Mosaic Law®
provision for Israel®& sin. An understanding of what this provision
involved enables us to more fully comprehend why Jesus Christ
came and the significance of his work. For many of the concepts
involved in Jesus Christ& work have their origin in the law®
stipulations for making offerings for atonement for sin. These
aspects of the law actually foreshadowed 7 and would be
superseded by i what Jesus Christ would do and implement.

Offerings for Atonement for Sinners

An animal was offered to make atonement for one who sinned

If any person sins unintentionally, then he must bring a yearling
female goat for a purification offering°’And the priest must make
atonement for the person who sins unintentiondllywhen he sins
unintentionally before th€orRD & to make atonement for him, and
he will be forgiven. Numsers 15:27i 28
When a person sinned the person had to bring an animal for a priest
to sacrifice as an offering of a life to make atonement for them.
Biblical atonement is where God accepts such an offering or sacrifice
of a living being as a substitute for the life of a person who has
sinned 1 the person& life otherwise being required as punishment
for their sin. As such, God accepts the sacrifice as payment for the
person® sin. The result is that sin is taken away i and so the sinner
is forgiven, pronounced righteous and reconciled to God.

Animals brought as offerings were to be without defect

If this person[who had sinned] brings a lamb as his offering for sin, he
must bring a female that has nothing wrong withiigvimicus 4:32 nevE
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The sinner laid hands on the offering, signifying it as a substitute
He must lay his hand on the head of the burferivfg, and it will be
accepted for him to make atonement on his behalfincus 1:4

This practice appears to have signified that the animal was a
substitute for the sinner. Moreover, it may also have signified the
transfer of the person& sins to the animal (cf. Leviticus 16:21i 22).

The Blood of the Offerings

The blood of the offerings for sin featured in making atonement

Thenthe high priest must bring some of the blood of the bull to the
Meeting Tent!’and that priest must dip his finger in the bitband
sprinkle some of the blood seven times beford trD toward the
front of the veilcanopy.'®He must put some of the blood on the
horns of the altar which is before th®RrDin the Meeting Tent, and
all the rest of the blood he must pour out at bizese of the altar of
burnt offering that is at the entrance of the Meeting TEfGThen
the priest must take all its fat and offer the fat up in smoke on the
altar. ?®°He must do with the rest of the bull just as he did with the
bull of the sin offeing; this is what he must do with i§o the priest
will make atonement on their behalf and they will be forgiven.
LEVITICUS 4:167 20
As this passage illustrates, the blood of animals sacrificed as
offerings to make atonement for sinners featured prominently in
the instructions given for presenting the offerings. The reason
was the correlation of blood with life (as discussed in the
following subsection). The blood signified the life of the animal,
given as a substitute for the life of the sinner (as reflected in the
previous subsection).

For the life of a creatureis in its blood

[Gop:] é for the life of every living thing is in the blood. So | myself
have assigned it to you on the altar to make atonement for your lives,
for the blood makes atonement by medrh®life. Leviticus 17:11

Blood sustains life and so is often correlated with life.
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The Role of the Priests

God designated Aaron and his descendants as priests

[Gop, To Moses:] And you, bring near to you your brother Aaron

and his sons with him from amg the Israelites, so that they may
minister as my priest§ Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and
[thamar, Aaror@s SoNns. Exobus 28:1

[Gop, To Moses:] And the priesthood shall be theirs by a statute
forever.Thus you shall ordain Aaron and his sorsobus 29:9s esv

When God made his covenant with Israel, he instituted the Aaronic
or Levitical priesthood as an integral aspect of the covenant law, in
particular in regard to the regulations concerning the people®
relationship with himself.

The priests made the offerings for people when they sinned,
to make atonement for them

And the priest shall make atonement for hjamperson who had
sinned] with the ram of the guilt offering before therp for his sin
that he has committednd he shall be forgiven ftine sin that he has
committed. LeviTicus 19:22 Esv

The high priest made atonement yearly for Israel as a whole

fiThe priest who is anointed and ordained to act as high priest i
place of his father is to make atonemété is to put on the linen
garments the holy garments®and he is to purify the Most Holy
Place, he is to purify the Meeting Tent and the altar henid to make
atonement for the priests and for all the people of the assembly.
%This is to be a perpetual statute for youmnake atonemeéror the
Israelites for all their sins once a year Leviticus 16:32i 34a

The Day of Atonement was to be observed once each year, for the

high priest to cleanse the nation as a whole of all sin. It was the

most important observance of the OT rituals, the only time the high

priest could enter the Most Holy Place.

>

Note that the Most Holy Place was where the ark of the covenant
was kept. The ark was a box-like structure which contained the
stone tablets on which were written the Ten Commandments, the
basis of God& covenant with Israel. The ark signified God&
presence amongst the Israelites.
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However, Israel did not keep God& law and broke his covenant

Samarialthe capital city of northern Israel] fell becausdhe Israelites
did not obey thd.ORD their God, but broke the covenant he had
made with them and disobeyed all the laws given by Mdkes
servant of th&_.oRD. They would not listen and they would not abey
2 KINGS 18:12 GNT
Despite the law® provision for Israel& sin, the Israelites as a
whole persisted in sin i rebelling against God and breaking his
covenant with them. This showed that ultimately the law was not
sufficient to deal with sin.
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. Basics

The fact that God does and will judge us is one of the Bible& key
teachings, without which the significance of other key Bible
teachings is lost i notably that of salvation. An understanding of it
is also vital to understanding God himself. Additionally, bear in
mind that God& judgment i being just and righteous i actually
gives his people much reason to be encouraged.

God Is the Judge of the World

God is judge i of the whole earth
The heavens declare hisrfass, foiGod is judge PsaLms 50:6
[ABRAHAM, TO Gob:] You are the judge of all the eagh Genesis 18:258 cev

As such, God makes judgments in the world

He is theLORD our God;he carries out judgment throughout the
earth 1 CHroniCLES 16:14

God makes himself known by his judgment

[Gob, To THE PEOPLE OF Epom:] | will deal with you according to your
anger, and according to your enfay, which you acted spitefully against
them|the people of Israel]. | will reveal myself to them when | judge
YOU. EzekieL 35:118

Reasons for God& Judgment

God®& judgment is to punish sin and unfaithfulness . ..

[DaniEL, To Gob:] All Israel has brokeryour law and turned away by

not obeying you. Therefore you have poured out on us the judgment
solemnly threatened in the law of Moses the servant of God, for we
have sinned against youbanieL 9:11

[GoD, PRONOUNCING JUDGMENT ON KiNG ZEDEkIAH:] | Will bring him to
Babylon and judge him there because of the unfaithfulness he
committed against MmeEzexieL 17:208
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...and God®& judgment is to discipline God& people

[PauL, To BELIEVERS:] But when we are judged by the Lord, we are
disciplined so that we maynot be coademned with the world.
1 CORINTHIANS 11:32

God& judgment is to punish the wicked

But by the same word the present heavens and earth have been
reserved for fire, by being kept fothe day of judgment and
destruction of the ungodly2 peter 3:7

Godé& judgment is also to reward God& people

[ELDERS IN HEAVEN, TO Gob:] The nations were enraged, but your
wrath has come, arttie time has come for the dead to be judged, and
the time has come to give to your servants, the prophets, their reward,
aswell as to the saints and to those who revere your name, both small
and great and the time has come testroy those who destroy the
earth. ReveLation 11:18

As well as punishment for wrongdoing, God& judgment includes
reward for godliness.

God& Judgment Is Just

God judges righteously and justly

This is evidence of Géslrighteous judgmento make you worthy of
the kingdom of God, for which in fact you are suffering.
2 THESSALONIANS 1:5

For he has fixed a day in whidte will judge the whole world i
justiceby means of a man he has chosears 17:31a ont

God judges people with knowledge of all their deeds

[JEremiAH, TO Gob:] YOU see everything people do. You reward each
of them for the way they live and for the things they deewian 32:198

One reason why God& judgment is just is that he judges people
with knowledge of all their deeds i as well as of all their thoughts
and motives (as per the following subsection). As such he can
make judgments with knowledge of all the relevant information.
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God takes into account thoughts and motives

[JeremiaH:] So | said to thé.ORD, O LORD who rules over allyou are
a just judge! You examine peojadearts and mindsJeremian 11:20a

God judges and repays people according to what they do

[PauL:] But because of your stubborn and unrepentant heart you are
storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrathhen Gods
righteous judgment will be revealeFor he will repay everyone
according to what that person has doBe: Romans 2:5i 6 1sv

God gives fair warning, allowing for judgment to be avoided

[Gop:] There are times, Jeremiah, when | threaten to uproot, tear
down, and destroy a nation or kingdofBut if that nation |
threatened stops doing wrong, | will cancel the destruction | intended
to do to it. JeremiaH 18:7i 8

What is said here regarding nations is also applicable to
individuals.
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. The Manifestation of God& Judgment
(®l.Jesus Christds Returnp®2d the Final Judgme

The topic of God& judgment i particularly its manifestation i is
often avoided, as it contains much that is anything but fhicea
However it contains some of the most awe-inspiring teaching, and
even reason for hope for God& people.

Means of God& Judicial Retribution

The following list is by no means exhaustive.

Angels

[A psaLmIST, REFERRING TO Gob:] He inflicted his burning anger,
wrath, indignation, and distress, sending destroying angels among
them. PsaLms 78:49 1sv

Nature

The LORD sent darkness and made the land dark, but the Egyptians
turned against what he sai’So he changed their water into blood
and made their fish di€’Then their country was filled with frogs,
even in the bedrooms of their ruler8The LORD spoke and flies
came, and gnats were everywhere in the courfftde made hail fall

like rain and sent lightning through their lantiHe struck down their
grapevines and fig trees, and he destroyed every tree in the country.
*He spoke and grasshoppers came; the locusige too many to
count.*They ate all the plants in the land and everything the earth
produced. PsaLms 105:28i 35 NCVE

Nations

[Gob:] Look, | am about to empower the Babylonians, that ruthless
and greedy nation. They sweep across the surface of the, earth
seizing dwelling places that do not belong to theén. '%

[Habakkuk:] LORD, you have made them your instrument of judgment.
Protector, you have appointed them as your instrument of

punishment. Hagakkuk 1:6, 128
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Characteristics of God& Judicial Retribution

Note that not all instances of God& judicial retribution display all of
the following characteristics i certainly not to the extent of which
they are spoken of here. Much of the judgment spoken of in this
section is conclusive in its purpose, bringing the finality of death 1
as opposed to Godé disciplinary judgment.

Awesome power

The sounds of battle will resound to the ends of the earth. For the
LorD will bring charges against the nations. He will pass judgment
on all humankind and will hand the Wied over to be killed in wab.
TheLorDso affirms it!**TheLorDwho rules over all saygDisaster

will soon come on one nation after another. A mighty storm of
military destruction is rising up from the distant parts of the eérth.
JEREMIAH 25:3171 32

Inescapable

[PauL:] And do you think, whoever you are, when you judge those
who practice such things and yet do them yourself, that you will
escape Go@ judgment? Romans 2:3

Terrifying

Destruction, devastation, and desolatidriieir hearts faint, their
knees tremble, each stomach churns, each face turns paleh2:10

For if we choose to go on sinning after we have received the full
knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins,
"but onlya terrifying prospect of judgment andaging fire that will
consume the enemies of Godeerews 10:26i 27 Isv

Horrific consequences

[Gop, conceRrNING PHarAoH:] | will throw you into an open field,
where birds and animals Wicome to feed on your bodsi will
spread your rotting flesh ovéine mountains and in the valley&nd
your blood will flow throughout the land andlfup the streams
EZEKIEL 32:41 6 CEV
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The Wicked and God& Pending Judgment

Questioning of God& apparent lack of judgment on the wicked

[JeremiaH:] LORD, you have ahays been fair whenever | have
complained to you. Howevet,would like to speak with you about the
disposition of justice. Why are wicked people successful? Why do all
dishonest people have such easy lives®mian 12:1

However, the situation of the wicked is precarious . . .

These peoplghe wicked] may prosper, but they will never feel secure
about life.?God may let them feel confident and selfant, but his
eyes are on their waysios 24:228i 23 w

...In duetime God does take action against the wicked

[Gobp:] To me belong vengeance and recompense. In due time their
feet will slip, because their time of calamity is near and the things
prepared for them draw nearpeuteronomy 32:35 Isv

Moreover, the wicked reap what they sow, brought down by
their own evil

[ELipHaz:] Even as | have seethose who plow iniquity and those
who sow trouble reap the sameos 4:8

The violence done by the wicked will drag them abegause they
refuse to do what is rightProverss 21:7

The future of the wicked contrasts with that of the righteous

[A PSALMIST, SPEAKING OF A RIGHTEOUS PERsoN:] For he will never be
upended; others will always remember one who is Jtit.does not
fear bad news. He is confident; he trusts in ltke&D. ®His resolve is
firm; he will not succumb to fear before he looks in triumph on his
enemies’He generously gives to the needy; his integrity endures. He
will be vindicated and honored®When the wicked see this, they will
worry; they will grind their teeth in frustration and melt ayyahe
desire of the wicked will perishpsaims 112:67 10

Although a righteous person may fall seven times, he gets up again,
but the wicked will be brought down by calamitykoverss 24:16
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God& Judgment of Israel i and His Mercy

Israel failed to keep God& laws and broke his covenant . ..

[Gobp:] They have gone back to the evil ways of their ancestors of old
who refused to obey what | told them. They, too, have paid allegiance
to other gods and worshiped them. Both the nation of Israel and the
nation d Judah have violated the covenant | made with their
ancestors. JeremiaH 11:10

Despite the Mosaic Law provision for Israel® sin, the Israelites

as a whole persisted in sin i rebelling against God and breaking

his covenant with them. This showed that ultimately the law was

not sufficient to deal with sin.

... Eventually God decided to destroy unfaithful Israel

[Gop:] My people, you abandoned me and walked away. | am tired of
showing mercy; thé why @l destroy you’by scattering you like
straw blown by the wind. | will punish you with sorrow and death,
because you refuse to change your waysemiaH 15:6i 7 cev

But God promised to spare a remnant of Israel

[ISAIAH, SPEAKING A MESSAGE FROM Gob:] Those who remain in Judah
will take root in the groud and bear fruit®For a remnant will leave
Jerusalem; survivors will come out of Mount Zion. The intense
devotion of the sovereighorD to his people will accomplish this.
2 KINGs 19:30i 31
Note that fludahowas the name of the southern Israelite kingdom
and that fMount Ziono alludes to Jerusalem, with Zion originally
being the name of one of the hills on which Jerusalem was built.
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.  The Messiah® ldentity

The OT Scriptures speak of a leader chosen and sent by God to
save his people and to reign forever. This leader is known as the
fChristd or the fMessiaho i which are Greek and Hebrew terms
respectively, meaning the fanointedoor the fAnointed Onea In NT
times the Jews looked forward to the Messiah® coming and many
still do today. But the NT provides compelling evidence that this
Messiah was in fact Jesus Christ.

The Promise of a Messiah in OT Scripture

The OT Scriptures speak of a coming anointed one of God

[THE ARCHANGEL GABRIEL, To DaNIEL:] SO know and understand: From
the issuing of the command to restore and rebuild Jerusaiéhan
anoinied one, a prince arriveshere will be a period of seven weeks
and sixty two weeks. DanieL 9:254

Regarding the fiveeksq many scholars understand the term to
denote seven years.

The anointed one would have God& Spirit on him

[THE Messian:] The Spirit ofthe Lord GOD is upon me, because the
LoRrD has anointed mi® bring good news to the poor; he has sent me
to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and
the opening of the pdn to those who are bound; Isaan61:1 esv

These words are prophetically attributed to the Messiah.

The Scriptures speak of the coming of a great ruler of Israel

[Gop:] As for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, seemingly insignificant
among the clans of Judatlrom you a king will emerge who will rule
over Israel @ my behalf, one whose origins are in the distant.past
MICAH 5:2

The ruler would bring salvation to the nations

[Gop, As sPeAKING To THE MessiaH:] | will make you as a light for the
nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the earhan
49:6B ESV



11. Godoés Promi sed MesHi ah

The ruler would be a descendant of King David, in accordance
with Godé& promise to David

The LORD swore an oath to David. This is a truth he will not take
back: fil will set one of your own deendants on your throne
"Therel will make a horrsprout up for David. | will prepare a lamp
for my anointed one®l will clothe his enemies with shame, but the
crown on my anointed one will shideprsaims 132:11,17i 18 ow

The fhornoand Alampo(v. 17) speak of the strength and continuation
of David& dynasty, and would be embodied by the Messiah.

The OT Scriptures also say that he would suffer and die, for
peopled sins i but then be raised and exalted

He was wounded for our rebellious acts. He was crushedufosios.

He was punished so that we could have peace, and we received
healing from his wound&We have all strayed like sheep. Each one of
us has turned to go his own way, and tle®D has laid all our sins

on him. IsalaH53:5i 6 cw

But it was theLoRD who decided to crush him and make him suffer.
The LORD made his life a penalty offering, but he will still see his
descendants and live a long lifele will complete the things the
LorD wants him to do*fiAfter his soul suffers many things, he will
see lie and be satisfied. My good servant will make many people
right with God; he will carry away their sins’For this reason |
[God] will make him a great man among people, and he will share in
all things with those who are strong. He willingly gave hisdifd was
treated like a criminal. But he carried away the sins of many people
and asked forgiveness for those who sirmmedaian 53:10i 12 ncvE

These verses speak of God raising his messianic servant to life,

following his death. The term fhis descendantso (v. 10b) refers to

the messianic servant&® spiritual descendants i those who would

be given life through him. Note that Isaiah 52:13i 53:12 has been

called fthe gospel in the OToand is quoted in the NT more than

any other OT passage.
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In his first coming, Jesus Christ did not come as an all-conquering
ruler. The NT indicates that this aspect of messianic prophecy will
be fulfilled on Christ& second coming.

Jesus Christ is the one chosen by God
[Gop:] fiThis is my Son, my Chers OnelListen to himb Luke 9:358

Jesus Christ is the one anointed by God, with the Holy Spirit . . .

[PeTER:] YOou know thatGod anointed Jesus from Nazareth with the
Holy Spirit and with power Acts 10:38a cw
The descending of the Holy Spirit onto Jesus at his baptism (cf.
Matthew 3:161 17) was God& anointing of Jesus for his mission. It
is also understood to mark Jesus as the Messiah 1 the fAnointed
Oneoi and fulfilled OT prophecies that God would bestow his
Spirit on the Messiah (cf. Isaiah 11:2; 42:1; 61:1).

...Jesus is the Messiah

[PETER, TO A crROWD OF LARGELY JEws:] Therefore repent and turn
back so that your sins may be wiped &P that times of refreshing
may come from the presence of the Ladd so that he may setite
Messiah appoimd for you' that is, Jesus Acrs 3:19i 20

The OT Scriptures testify to Jesus being the Messiah, the Christ

For with his strong arguments [reollos] defeated the Jews in lpic
debates byproving from the Scriptures that Jesus is the Messiah
ACTS 18:28 GNT

For the OT Scriptures speak of the sufferings and resurrection
of the Christ as fulfilled in Jesus . ..

Paul went to the Jews in the synagogue, as he customarily did, and on
three Sabbath day$e addressed them from the scriptures,
%explaining anddemonstrating that the Christ had to suffer and to
rise from the dead, sayingThis Jesus | am proclaiming to you is the
Christ0 Acrts17:2i3
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... and they speak of the messianic salvation that would come
through Jesus Christ

[ZECHARIAH, SPEAKING OF WHAT Gob HaD ponEe:] He has raised up a
mighty Savior for us in the family of his servant Davftle made
this promise through his holy prophets long agaxe 1:69i 70 ow

About him[Christ] all the prophets testify, that everyone who believes
in him receies forgiveness of sins through his nanr:rs 10:43

Luke 1:691 70 (above) refers to the messianic salvation prophesied
in the writings of the prophets (v. 70) as coming through Jesus, who
was from the family line of David (v. 69). Acts 10:43 (immediately
above) states that the prophets testify that the forgiveness of sins,
a key aspect of this salvation, comes through Jesus Christ.

Further Testimony to Jesus Being the Messiah

Jesusbdeeds showed that he is the Messiah, the Christ

Now Jesus performed manther miraculous signs in the presence of
the disciples, which are not recorded in this boUBut these are
recorded so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of
God and that by Hieving you may have life in his nameorn 20:30i 31

People acknowledged him as the Christ

The crowds that went ahead of hjasus] and those following kept
shouting, iHosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one who
comes in the name of the Lokdbsanna in the highest! Matthew 21:9

The crowd was acknowledging Jesus as the Christ, referring to

him with messianic expressions in declaring him fthe Son of
Davidoand the one fivho comes in the name of the Lorda

Note: The Christis understood to be the Son of God

Simon Peter answeredyou arethe Christ, tle Son of the living
GodO MATTHEW 16:16
The understanding that the Christ would be the Son of God
appears to be largely based on OT messianic passages where
God speaks of the Messiah as his Son (cf. 2 Samuel 7:11bi 14a;
Psalms 2:6i 7; 89:27).
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. The Messiah® Purpose and Person

Arguably the fundamental assertion of the NT is that God sent
the Messiah 1 Jesus Christ i into the world to save people from
sin and its devastating consequences. For this mission, Jesus
Christ was born of the Holy Spirit and became fully human i
further assertions that are very significant to the Christian faith.
In fulfilling the objectives of the mission, Jesus Christ lived a life
which was faultless, with his character being both exemplary and
inspiring. The following teaching shows the NT& testimony to
these crucial matters.

Jesus Christ& Mission from God

God sent Jesus Christ into the world

[Jesus, To THE JEws:] But | have a testimony greater than that from
John. Foithe deeds that the Father has assigned me to coniplieée
deeds | am now doingtestify about me that the Father has sent me
JOHN 5:36

God sent Jesus Christ to take away sins . ..
You know thatChrist came to take away Sing Jown 3:54 cev

...As such, God sent Jesus Christ to save the world

For God dd not send his Son into the world to condemn the world,
but that the world should be saved through.himann 3:17

Jesus came to bring truth

[Jesus:] For this reason | was born, and for this reason | came into
the worldi to testify to the truthEveryonewho belongs to the truth
listens to my voice. Jonn 18:378

Jesus came to enable us to know God

And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us insight
to know him who is tryeand we are in him who is true, in his Son
Jesus Christ.1 John 5:20a
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Jesus Christ became a human being

By sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful feeghconcering
sin, he condemned sin in the flegéh, Romans 8:38

God sent Jesus Christ fin @ human body like ourso(NLT).

Jesus was born, of Mary i after being conceived through the

Holy Spirit

Now the birth of Jesus Christ happened this way. While his mother
Mary was engaged to Joseph, but before they came together, she was
found to be pregnant *Thihal bapgeted t h e
so that what was spoken by the Lord through the prophet would be
fulfilled: ZfiLook! The virgin will conceive and bear a s@md they

will call him Emmanuef which mean$iGod with uSD MattHEW 1:18, 227 23

Jesus was a descendant of David

RememberJesusChrist, who was raised from deatlwho was a
descendant of Davjdas is taught in the Good News | preach.
2 TIMOTHY 2:8 GNT

Jesusbhumanity was vital to his mission to save people

Therefore,since the children share in flesh and blood, [hesus]
likewise shared in their humanity, so that through death he could
destroy the one who holds the power of death (that is, the devil),
Pand set free those who were held in slavery all their lives by their
fear of deathé '"Therefore he had to be made like histhers and
sisters in every respect, so that he could become a merciful and
faithful high priest in things relating to God, to make atonemerthtor
sins of the peoplé¥For since he himself suffered when he was tempted,
he is able to help those who dempted. Hesrews 2:14i 15, 17i 18

Jesus needed to share in the humanity of God& people and

become like them so as to be identified with them, in a sense

being one with them. As such he could die as a substitute and an

offering for them. Partaking of their humanity would also be

important for him in his ongoing role in helping God& people, as

indicated in v. 18 and possibly also in v. 17.
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Jesus was loving

[Jesus, To His piscipLes:] Just as the Father has loved me, | have
also lowed you; remain in my loveJonn 15:9

Jesus was compassionate

When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them because they
were bewildered and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.
MATTHEW 9:36

Jesus was gentle and humble

[Jesus:] Take my yoke on gqu and learn from me, becaubam
gentle and humble in hearaind you will find rest for your souls.
MATTHEW 11:29

Jesus was righteous

For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the
unrighteousthat he might bring us to Goél, 1 Peter3:18a Esv

God works in all eras through Jesus Christ, impacting all
things everywhere

But nowin these last days God has spoken to us through his Son.
God has chosen his Son to own all things, ttandugh him he mde

the world. Hesrews 1:2 NcVE

Through the Son, then, God decided to bring the whole universe back
to himself. God made peace through his@dahood on the cross and

so brought back to himself all things, both on earth and in heaven.
COLOSSIANS 1:20 GNT

God fulfills his promises through Jesus Christ

Forall Godds promises ar@Ye® in him. 2 CoriNTHIANS 1:20A 1sv

All God®& promises are confirmed in Jesus Christ; they are fulfilled
in himo(NLT).
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