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vi The Bible Unpacked 

Foreword 

Introduction 

The aim of this book is to give a brief overview of the Bibleôs 
teachings in a clear and readable order, primarily using the Bible itself 
ï i.e. verses taken from the Bible. 

The chapters contain major headings, which in turn contain groups of 
sub-headings. The subheadings give key Bible teachings. They are 
each followed by a verse/s selected from the verses that they were 
originally derived from. The parts of the verses that the subheadings 
reflect are in italics. The verses are sometimes followed by a comment. 

To help readers have a grasp of the context of verses, often a brief 
introduction is included, in square brackets. These introductions 
usually state who is speaking and often who they are speaking to. 
Bear in mind that apart from God and Jesus Christ, the most 
prominent speakers are: 

¶ Moses ï who led the Israelites out of Egypt and taught them 
Godôs laws; 

¶ David ï Israelôs greatest king who wrote many of the psalms, 
most of which are essentially prayers; 

¶ Solomon and other wise teachers ï who wrote the astute insights 
in the books called Proverbs and Ecclesiastes; 

¶ Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel and other prophets ï who 
spoke to the people of Israel on Godôs behalf; and 

¶ Paul, Peter, John and other leaders of the early church ï who 
spoke to various groups and wrote letters to believers, often to 
ones in particular churches. 

Much care has been taken to interpret the verses in the light of both 
the passage they are from and Scripture as a whole. Nevertheless, if 
you encounter a verse that is used to teach something that is contrary 
to or goes beyond your understanding, read the section in the Bible 
from which it is taken and also consider how its teaching fits in with 
Scripture as a whole (e.g. interpret OT teaching in the light of NT 
teaching). If need be, consult a commentary. 

Note that rather than reading this book from start to finish, for variety 
read chapters alternatively from the two major sections of the book, 
What to Know and What to Do. 
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Studies 

Studies 

Electronic 

Version 

Studies 

Studies 

The Seven Editions of The Bible Unpacked 

There are seven editions of The Bible Unpacked, aiming to address 

the needs of non-Christians through to mature Christians, from 

teenagers to adults. The subtitles of the seven editions and 

suggested uses are outlined below. Note that there are also studies 

based on some of the editions. 

Two-Minute Edition:  Key Bible teachings for people ñon the runò   
For giving to non-Christians. 

Pocket Edition:  Key Bible teachings for seekers of truth.  

Largely for giving to inquiring non-Christians or young new Christians. 

Concise Edition:  Key Bible teachings for new believers.  

For either new or young Christians. Suitable to give to non-
Christian friends. Has study series based on it. 

Foundations Edition:  A compilation of the Bibleôs teaching 
for believers consolidating their faith. For newer Christians.  
Study series is ideal for studies with newer believers. 

Intermediate Edition:  A compilation of the Bibleôs 
teaching for believers growing in the faith. 
For developing a sound understanding of the faith. 
Study series is excellent for Bible study groups. 

 
 

Comprehensive Edition:  A compilation of 
the Bibleôs teaching for believers established 
in the faith. For a comprehensive knowledge 
of the faith. Useful as a study or a devotional 
tool - and preparing talks. Studies are ideal for 
studying topics in detail. 
 

In-Depth Edition:  A compilation of the Bibleôs  
teaching for teachers and students of the Bible.   
For Christians keen to gain a deep understanding of 
their faith. Useful for preparing talks and studies, and 
for Bible students and Bible colleges. It is also in an 
electronic version, which is a PDF file. 
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Apart from the longest edition, each edition is an abbreviated version 
of the next longest edition. As such all the editions have the same 
basic structure. This allows readers to access the Bibleôs teachings at 
an appropriate level and then to progress through to the longer 
editions to obtain a deeper understanding. 

Note that in the In-Depth Edition ï which the other editions ultimately 
come from ï each heading was derived from the verses following it. 
As such the headings are based on groups of verses with a common 
theme, rather than the verses being selected to support the headings. 
In the shorter editions the verses (often only one or two) have been 
selected from the original groups of verses under the corresponding 
headings in the In-Depth Edition. 

For more information go to:  www.thebibleunpacked.net 

Abbreviations and Symbols Used in This Book 

Abbreviations denoting Bible translations are identified on the 
copyright notices page, at the beginning of this book. As indicated 
there, all verse/s that are not followed by a translationôs abbreviation 
are from the NET Bible®. Other abbreviations used are OT (Old 
Testament) and NT (New Testament). 

In comments, ¿ indicate that the verse/s referred to have been 
included above, in the same subsection. Under headings, a hand 
pointing sideways (æ) introduces a cross reference/s. 

Occasionally ñ. . .ò appears at the end of a heading and at the beginning 
of the following heading. This is to indicate that the teaching in the 
second heading follows on closely from that of the first one. 

About the Author 

Paul Mallison has a BA Dip Ed from Macquarie University, Sydney. 
He has spent the majority of his working life teaching students from a 
cross section of ages and backgrounds. In his work he has composed 
numerous teaching materials. 

Paul is a son of best-selling Australian author and international educator 

Rev. Dr John Mallison. Paul is credited with extensive editing work on 

the two most recent of his fatherôs 20 published books. Paul lives in 

Sydney, Australia. 
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6 Part A.  God and Spiritual Powers 

I. Basics 

The concepts in the first half of this chapter are fundamental to 

understanding what God is like, as they concern basic attributes of 

his being. These include attributes which show God to be very 

different to us, but also attributes which indicate that he is like us 

in that he is a personal being. 

Godôs Form 

God is one 

[JESUS,  QUOTING MOSES:]  Listen, Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is 

one. é 
32

The expert in the law said to him, ñThat is true, Teacher; 

you are right to say that he is one, and there is no one else besides 

him.   MARK 12:29B, 32 

God is a single entity. He is only one being. 

God is spirit 

God is spirit, and the people who worship him must worship in spirit 

and truth.   JOHN 4:24 

Godôs nature is spirit; he is a spiritual being. So God is not a 

physical being, in contrast to people and particularly to idols. 

God is everywhere 

ñI am a God who is near,ò says the LORD. ñI am also a God who is far 

away.ò 
24
ñNo one can hide where I cannot see him,ò says the LORD. 

ñI fill a ll of heaven and earth,ò says the LORD.   JEREMIAH 23:23ï24 NCVÊ 

Note that ñLORDò is the personal name of God. 

So, God is always near 

[DAVID ,  TO GOD:]  Where can I go to escape your spirit? Where can I 

flee to escape your presence? 
8
If I were to ascend to heaven, you would 

be there. If I were to sprawl out in Sheol [the world of the dead], there 

you would be. 
9
If I were to fly away on the wings of the dawn, and 

settle down on the other side of the sea, 
10

even there your hand would 

guide me, your right hand would grab hold of me.   PSALMS 139:7ï10 
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Godôs Glory 

The Bible often speaks of Godôs glory in reference to his wondrous 

being. In doing so, it has in view Godôs essence and/or his 

attributes. Regarding his essence, Godôs glory pertains to his 

essential being itself, such that his presence is on occasions 

perceived as his glory and spoken of in terms of it. Regarding his 

attributes, Godôs glory emanates in part from his attributes ï such 

as his power ï which in a sense reflect the glory of Godôs essence 

and presence. 

Glory is a prominent and key attribute of God 

They [kings] will sing about the ways of the LORD, for great is the 

glory of the LORD!   PSALMS 138:5 ISV 

All of us have sinned and fallen short of Godôs glory.   ROMANS 3:23 CEV 

The fact that it is Godôs glory that people are measured by or 

compared to, underlines that glory is a key attribute of God. 

Godôs glory manifests his presence 

But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked intently toward heaven 

and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of 

God.   ACTS 7:55 

Here ñthe glory of Godò is correlated with ñGodò himself ï and so 

Godôs presence. 

In association with his glory, God is surrounded by brilliant light 

[EZEKIEL,  DESCRIBING A VISION OF GOD:]  I then saw what looked like a 

throne made of sapphire, and sitting on the throne was a figure in the 

shape of a human. 
27

From the waist up, it was glowing like metal in a 

hot furnace, and from the waist down it looked like the flames of a 

fire. The figure was surrounded by a bright light, 
28

as colorful as a 

rainbow that appears after a storm. I realized I was seeing the 

brightness of the LORDôs glory!   EZEKIEL 1:26ï28A CEV 

Godôs glory is evidenced by the universe that he has made 

The heavens declare the glory of God; the sky displays his 

handiwork.   PSALMS 19:1 
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Godôs Personhood 

God is not a ñthingò but a personal being with who we can interrelate. 

God has a mind ï knowing and understanding things 

For the LORD is a God who knows; he evaluates what people do.   

1 SAMUEL 2:3B 

[DAVID :]  And you, Solomon my son, obey the God of your father and 

serve him with a submissive attitude and a willing spirit, for the LORD 

examines all minds and understands every motive of oneôs thoughts.   

1 CHRONICLES 28:9A 

God has a will 

[PAUL,  TO BELIEVERS :]  In the Messiah we were also chosen when we 

were predestined according to the purpose of the one [God] who does 

everything according to the intention of his will, é   EPHESIANS 1:11 ISV 

God has feelings and character 

But the LORD God felt sorry for his people, and instead of destroying 

the temple, he sent prophets who warned the people over and over 

about their sins.   2 CHRONICLES 36:15 CEV 

You have heard of Jobôs endurance and you have seen the Lordôs 

purpose, that the Lord is full of compassion and mercy.   JAMES 5:11B 

God communicates 

After God spoke long ago in various portions and in various ways to 

our ancestors through the prophets, 
2
in these last days he has spoken 

to us in a son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through 

whom he created the world.   HEBREWS 1:1ï2 

God interacts with people, responding to their needs 

Draw near to God and he will draw near to you.   JAMES 4:8A 

[GOD,  SPEAKING OF A PERSON DEVOTED TO HIM:]  When he calls out to 

me, I will answer him. I will be with him when he is in trouble; I will 

rescue him and bring him honor.   PSALMS 91:15 
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Godôs Eternity 

God has always been alive, the first of all things 

Your throne, O LORD, has been firm from the beginning, and you 

existed before time began.   PSALMS 93:2 GNT 

This is what the LORD, Israelôs king, says, their protector, the LORD 

who commands armies: ñI am the first and I am the last, there is no 

God but me.   ISAIAH 44:6 

God will live forever 

[K ING NEBUCHADNEZZAR:]  I extolled the Most High, and I praised and 

glorified the one who lives forever. For his authority is an everlasting 

authority, and his kingdom extends from one generation to the next.   

DANIEL 4:34B 

[PAUL,  SPEAKING OF GOD:]  Now to the eternal king, immortal, 

invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever! Amen.   

1 TIMOTHY 1:17 

Moreover, God transcends time 

Now, dear friends, do not let this one thing escape your notice, that a 

single day is like a thousand years with the Lord and a thousand 

years are like a single day.   2 PETER 3:8 

God dwells outside of the limitations of time, not bound by its finite 

perspective. From his eternal perspective, diverse periods such as 

a day and a thousand years are both small, even insignificant. To 

God the distinction between them is merely relative. 

God is self-existing 

For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son also to 

have life in himself.   JOHN 5:26 ESV 

God does not change 

All generous giving and every perfect gift is from above, coming 

down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or 

the slightest hint of change.   JAMES 1:17 
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II. Godôs Pre-Eminence 
(æ God is holy, p. 14) 

A failure of many of us in the church today is that we have an 

inadequate view of God, failing to fully appreciate his pre-

eminence. All Christians need to understand and be mindful of 

Godôs surpassing greatness and incomparable capabilities ï 

notably his power, knowledge and wisdom. 

Godôs Greatness 

God is great and awesome 

[MOSES,  TO THE ISRAELITES :]  For the LORD your God is God of gods 

and Lord of lords, the great, mighty, and awesome God who is 

unbiased and takes no bribe, é   DEUTERONOMY 10:17 

God is greater than all others 

[JESUS:]  My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, 

and no one can snatch them from my Fatherôs hand.   JOHN 10:29 

There is no one like God 

[JEREMIAH:]  I said, ñThere is no one like you, LORD. You are great. 

And you are renowned for your power. 
7
Everyone should revere you, 

O King of all nations, because you deserve to be revered. For there is 

no one like you among any of the wise people of the nations nor 

among any of their kings.   JEREMIAH 10:6ï7 

God is in fact beyond our comprehension 

Yes, God is great ï beyond our knowledge! The number of his years 

is unsearchable.   JOB 36:26 

Can you discover the essence of God? Can you find out the perfection 

of the Almighty? 
8
It is higher than the heavens ï what can you do? It 

is deeper than Sheol ï what can you know? 
9
Its measure is longer 

than the earth, and broader than the sea.   JOB 11:7ï9 

The extent of Godôs being and attributes are far beyond our 

understanding. 
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Godôs Power 

Godôs power is incomparable and unlimited 

He [Jehoshaphat] prayed: ñO LORD God of our ancestors, you are the 

God who lives in heaven and rules over all the kingdoms of the 

nations. You possess strength and power; no one can stand against 

you.   2 CHRONICLES 20:6 

[PAUL,  SPEAKING OF GOD:]  You will also know the unlimited greatness 

of his power as it works with might and strength for us, the believers.   

EPHESIANS 1:19 GW 

God can do all things ï nothing is too hard 

[JOB ,  TO GOD:]  I know that you can do all things, and that no purpose 

of yours can be thwarted.   JOB 42:2 ESV 

[THE ANGEL GABRIEL,  TO MARY:]  Your relative Elizabeth is also going 

to have a son, even though she is old. No one thought she could ever 

have a baby, but in three months she will have a son. 
37

Nothing is 

impossible for God!   LUKE 1:36ï37 CEV 

God performs awesome deeds 

[ISAIAH,  TO GOD:]  When you performed awesome deeds that took us 

by surprise, you came down, and the mountains trembled before you.   

ISAIAH 64:3 

Godôs Knowledge and Wisdom 

God knows everything 

God is greater than our conscience and knows all things.   1 JOHN 3:20B 

God sees all people, seeing and knowing all that they do 

The LORD watches from heaven; he sees all people. 
14

From the place 

where he lives he looks carefully at all the earthôs inhabitants. 
15

He is 

the one who forms every human heart, and takes note of all their 

actions.   PSALMS 33:13ï15 
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God knows peopleôs minds 

This is what the LORD says: óThis is what you are thinking, O house 

of Israel; I know what goes through your minds.   EZEKIEL 11:5B 

God knows the future 

[GOD, TO ISRAEL:] From the beginning I revealed the end. From long 

ago I told you things that had not yet happened, saying, ñMy plan 

will stand, and Iôll do everything I intended to do.ò   ISAIAH 46:10 GW 

God has incredible wisdom 

Our Lord is great and has awesome power; there is no limit to his 

wisdom.   PSALMS 147:5 

Godôs Name 

God declared his name to be the ñLORDò 

Then the LORD came down in the cloud and stood there with Moses, 

and the LORD called out his name: the LORD.   EXODUS 34:5 NCVÊ 

Then Moses said to God, ñIf I come to the people of Israel and say to 

them, óThe God of your fathers has sent me to you,ô and they ask me, 

óWhat is his name?ô what shall I say to them?ò 
14

God said to Moses, 

ñI AM WHO I AM.ò And he said, ñSay this to the people of Israel, óI 

AM has sent me to you.ôò 
15

God also said to Moses, ñSay this to the 

people of Israel, óThe LORD, the God of your fathers, the God of 

Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to 

you.ô This is my name forever, and thus I am to be remembered 

throughout all generations.   EXODUS 3:13ï15 ESV 

ñLORDò (v. 15) can be derived from ñI AMò (v. 14). For the actual 

Hebrew that is rendered as ñLORDò is ñYHWHò (most likely 

pronounced ñYahwehò) and it ñis derived from the verb HAYAH, to 

beò (NASB text note) to which ñI AMò is also related. Note that ñI 

AM WHO I AMò (v. 14) may well have the sense: ñI will be who I 

will beò. This title and its shortened form ñI AMò (v. 14) appear to 

express Godôs unchanging nature, self-existence, self-

determination and omnipresence. 
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I. Holy Characteristics 

A good understanding of God requires a balanced understanding 

of his character, including the fundamental attribute of holiness. To 

obtain such an understanding, we must ñtake to heartò all aspects 

of his character. As well as the many characteristics that we find 

consoling, we also need to appreciate those that inspire godly fear. 

Holiness 

Godôs holiness involves his moral purity. It concerns Godôs 

separateness from and his intolerance of that which is morally 

impure. Holiness is fundamental to the other characteristics that 

follow in the first half of this chapter. 

God is holy 

And one [angelic being] called to another and said: ñHoly, holy, holy is 

the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory!ò   ISAIAH 6:3 ESV 

Note that the title ñthe LORD of hostsò points to Godôs sovereign 

power over all things. 

There is nothing bad in God . . . 

[A PSALMIST:]  They will say that the LORD is good. He is my Rock, 

and there is no wrong in him.   PSALMS 92:15 NCVÊ 

. . . and God cannot tolerate evil 

[HABAKKUK, TO GOD:]  You are too just to tolerate evil; you are unable 

to condone wrongdoing.   HABAKKUK 1:13A NET 

God shows himself to be holy by what he does 

The LORD All -Powerful will receive glory by judging fairly; the holy 

God will show himself holy by doing what is right.   ISAIAH 5:16 NCVÊ 

There is no one holy like God 

No one is holy like the LORD! There is no one other than you! There is 

no rock like our God!   1 SAMUEL 2:2 
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Righteousness 

God is righteous and just 

But the LORD of hosts is exalted in justice, and the Holy God shows 

himself holy in righteousness.   ISAIAH 5:16 ESV 

All God does is right and just 

Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and exalt and glorify the King of 

heaven, for all his deeds are right and his ways are just.   DANIEL 4:37A 

As such, God is truthful . . . 

[GOD:]  I the LORD speak the truth; I declare what is right.   ISAIAH 

45:19B ESV 

. . . and God does not show favoritism 

For there is no partiality with God.   ROMANS 2:11 

Faithfulness 

God is faithful 

The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases; his mercies never come 

to an end; 
23

they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.   

LAMENTATIONS 3:22ï23 ESV 

God never forsakes nor fails 

[DAVID ,  TO GOD:]  Your loyal followers trust in you, for you, LORD, do 

not abandon those who seek your help.   PSALMS 9:10 

David also said to his son Solomon, ñBe strong and brave, and do the 

work. Donôt be afraid or discouraged, because the LORD God, my 

God, is with you. He will not fail you or leave you until all the work 

for the Temple of the LORD is finished.   1 CHRONICLES 28:20 NCVÊ 

God does not lie nor change his mind ï he keeps his promises 

God is no mere human! He doesnôt tell lies or change his mind. God 

always keeps his promises.   NUMBERS 23:19 CEV 
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Anger 

Although we usually view anger in a negative light, this is not how 

the Bible depicts Godôs anger, or wrath. Godôs anger is always 

justified and righteous, consistent with his holiness. Moreover, it 

occurs in response to that which is contrary to his holiness. Unlike 

human anger, Godôs anger is never uncontrolled, wayward or 

spasmodic ï and is tempered by his mercy, notably where his own 

people are concerned. 

God expresses anger, which has awesome consequences 

[A  PSALMIST,  TO GOD:]  Who can really fathom the intensity of your 

anger? Your raging fury causes people to fear you.   PSALMS 90:11 

Therefore [due to their evil] the anger of the LORD was kindled against 

his people, and he stretched out his hand against them and struck 

them, and the mountains quaked; and their corpses were as refuse in 

the midst of the streets. For all this his anger has not turned away, 

and his hand is stretched out still.   ISAIAH 5:25 ESV 

God is slow to anger and often holds it back . . . 

The LORD is slow to anger and abounding in loyal love, forgiving 

iniquity and transgression, but by no means clearing the guilty é   

NUMBERS 14:18A 

Yet he is compassionate. He forgives sin and does not destroy. He 

often holds back his anger, and does not stir up his fury.   PSALMS 78:38 

. . . and God does not stay angry 

He does not retain His anger forever, Because He delights in mercy.   

MICAH 7:18B NKJV 

Godôs anger arises in response to sin and disobedience 

[GOD,  TO BAASHA THE KING OF ISRAEL:]  Yet you followed in 

Jeroboamôs footsteps and encouraged my people Israel to sin; their 

sins have made me angry.   1 KINGS 16:2B 

[GOD:]  I will angrily seek vengeance on the nations that do not obey 

me.   MICAH 5:15 
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II. Loving Characteristics 

Godôs love is one of the two primary characteristics from which his 

other personal characteristics emanate, the other primary one 

being his holiness. Comprehending and persistently being mindful 

of Godôs love and his associated characteristics provides great 

encouragement for believers. 

Love 

God is love ï as shown in him giving his only Son, to save us 

The person who does not love does not know God, because God is 

love. 
9
This is how Godôs love was revealed among us: God sent his 

unique Son into the world so that we might live through him. 
10

This is 

love: not that we have loved God, but that he loved us and sent his 

Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. é 
16

We have come to 

know and rely on the love that God has for us. God is love, and the 

person who abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him.   

1 JOHN 4:8ï10, 16 ISV 

The phrase ñGod is loveò (vv. 8, 16) implies that Godôs nature is 

fundamentally love, rather than that love is simply a characteristic 

of God. It is also suggests that God is the sole source of love and 

so that love does not exist apart from him. 

Godôs love is great 

[DAVID ,  TO GOD:]  For your loyal love extends beyond the sky, and your 

faithfulness reaches the clouds.   PSALMS 108:4 

Godôs love is constant 

How precious, O God, is your constant love!   PSALMS 36:7A GNT 

Godôs love lasts forever 

[ETHAN,  TO GOD:]  I know that your love will last for all time, that your 

faithfulness is as permanent as the sky.   PS 89:2 GNT 

Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, for his steadfast love 

endures forever. 
2
Give thanks to the God of gods, for his steadfast 

love endures forever.   PSALMS 136:1ï2 ESV 
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Mercy 

God is merciful 

[MOSES,  TO ISRAEL:]  The LORD your God is a merciful God. He will 

not abandon you, destroy you, or forget the promise to your ancestors 

that he swore he would keep.   DEUTERONOMY 4:31 GW 

[DAVID ,  TO GOD:]  Because of your great mercy, I come to your house, 

LORD é   PS 25:6A CEV 

God is also compassionate 

As a father has compassion on his children, so the LORD has 

compassion on his faithful followers.   PSALMS 103:13 

Due to his mercy and compassion, God is long-suffering 

[LEVITES ,  PRAYING TO GOD AND MAKING REFERENCE TO THEIR 

ANCESTORS:]  Then, when they were at rest again, they went back to 

doing evil before you. Then you abandoned them to their enemies, 

and they gained dominion over them. When they again cried out to 

you, in your compassion you heard from heaven and rescued them 

time and again. 
29

And you solemnly admonished them in order to 

return them to your law, but they behaved presumptuously and did 

not obey your commandments. They sinned against your ordinances ï 

those by which an individual, if he obeys them, will live. They boldly 

turned from you; they rebelled and did not obey. 
30

You prolonged 

your kindness with them for many years, and you solemnly 

admonished them by your Spirit through your prophets. Still they 

paid no attention, so you delivered them into the hands of the 

neighboring peoples. 
31

However, due to your abundant mercy you did 

not do away with them altogether; you did not abandon them. For 

you are a merciful and compassionate God.   NEHEMIAH 9:28ï31 

Due to his mercy and compassion, God is forgiving 

Who is a God like you? You forgive sin and overlook the rebellion of 

your faithful people. You will not be angry forever, because you 

would rather show mercy. 
19

You will again have compassion on us. 

You will overcome our wrongdoing. You will throw all our sins into 

the deep sea.   MICAH 7:18ï19 GW 
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Goodness 

God is good 

[A PSALMIST, TO GOD:] You are good and you do good.   PSALMS 119:68A 

God exercises kindness 

How can I repay the LORD for all his acts of kindness to me?   

PSALMS 116:12 

God is generous 

But if anyone is deficient in wisdom, he should ask God, who gives to all 

generously and without reprimand, and it will be given to him.   JAMES 1:5 

The phrase ñwithout reprimandò may be implying that God ñwonôt 

correct you for askingò (CEV). In any case, the verse points to the 

fact that God gives ñungrudginglyò (AMP, NRSV; cf. NLT). 

Jealousy 

The Hebrew and Greek words translated as ñjealousyò convey a 

very forceful passion. When used of God, ñjealousyò is spoken of 

in a positive light, as a virtuous attribute aligned with his profound 

commitment to and love for his people. 

Godôs jealousy in regard to his people is comparable to that of a 

husband or wife. Their jealousy is a product of their intense love 

for each other and evoked by anything that poses a threat to their 

relationship. As such Godôs jealousy is expressed in action against 

whatever threatens his people or his relationship with them. Thus 

it is expressed both against hostile forces ï bringing salvation to 

his people ï and in punishing any unfaithfulness of his people, 

leading them back to him. 

God is a jealous God 

[MOSES,  TO ISRAEL:]  For the LORD your God is a consuming fire; he is 

a jealous God.   DEUTERONOMY 4:24 

Here Godôs jealousy is compared to fire devouring or destroying 

that which has aroused it. 
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Godôs jealousy arises in response to his peopleôs sin 

Judah did evil in the sight of the LORD. They made him more jealous 

by their sins than their ancestors had done.   1 KINGS 14:22 

God is also jealous for his peopleôs well-being 

Thus says the LORD of hosts: I am jealous for Zion with great 

jealousy, and I am jealous for her with great wrath. 
3
Thus says the 

LORD: I have returned to Zion and will dwell in the midst of 

Jerusalem, and Jerusalem shall be called the faithful city, and the 

mountain of the LORD of hosts, the holy mountain. 
4
Thus says the 

LORD of hosts: Old men and old women shall again sit in the streets 

of Jerusalem, each with staff in hand because of great age. 
5
And the 

streets of the city shall be full of boys and girls playing in its streets.   

ZECHARIAH 8:2ï5 ESV 

Godôs jealousy for Zion (v. 2) ï i.e. Jerusalem - has in view her 

restoration (vv. 3ï5; cf. GNT) and expressing wrath towards her 

enemies (cf. AMP, CEV, GNT). 
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I. General 

The NT makes remarkable claims about aspects of Jesus Christôs 

being and his character. In doing so it shows Jesus Christôs nature 

to mirror that of God, and so points to his deity (his ñGod natureò). 

The NT also often refers to Jesus Christôs ñnameò, making it a 

further concept that is important to grasp. 

Jesus Christôs Eternity 

Jesus Christ existed in the beginning . . . 

[JOHN,  TO BELIEVERS:]  I am writing to you, fathers, because you know 

him who has existed from the beginning.   1 JOHN 2:13A GNT 

Jesus Christ existed in the beginning, before all time. 

. . . Jesus Christ was before all things 

[JESUS,  TO GOD:]  And now, Father, glorify me at your side with the 

glory I had with you before the world was created.   JOHN 17:5 

Jesus Christ will be alive forever 

But because Jesus lives forever, he will never stop serving as priest. 
25

So he is able always to save those who come to God through him 

because he always lives, asking God to help them.   HEBREWS 7:24ï25 NCVÊ 

Jesus Christ is self-existing ï he is ñthe lifeò 

For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son also to 

have life in himself.   JOHN 5:26 ESV 

Jesus said to her, ñI am the resurrection and the life. The person who 

believes in me, even though he dies, will live.   JOHN 11:25 ISV 

Descriptions of Jesus Christ as ñthe lifeò reflect the fact that he has 

life inherent (cf. 5:26 ¿) as part of his essential nature, and as 

such is self-existing. Primarily they point to Jesus Christ as the 

source of life ï the one who gives life ï as the latter part of this 

verse suggests. 

Jesus Christ remains the same 

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever!   HEBREWS 13:8 
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Jesus Christôs Pre-Eminence 

Jesus Christ is greater than all things 

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation, 
16

for all things in heaven and on earth were created by him ï all 

things, whether visible or invisible, whether thrones or dominions, 

whether principalities or powers ï all things were created through 

him and for him. 
17

He himself is before all things and all things are 

held together in him. 
18

He is the head of the body, the church, as well 

as the beginning, the firstborn from among the dead, so that he 

himself may become first in all things.   COLOSSIANS 1:15ï18 

Jesus Christ has divine glory 

When the Son of Man comes in his glory and all the angels with him, 

then he will sit on his glorious throne.   MATTHEW 25:31 

Note that ñthe Son of Manò was the title Jesus used for himself the 

most. It is a messianic title, but it also underlines his humanity. 

Jesus Christ has mighty, sovereign power 

[PAUL,  TO BELIEVERS:]  But our citizenship is in heaven ï and we also 

await a savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
21

who will transform 

these humble bodies of ours into the likeness of his glorious body by 

means of that power by which he is able to subject all things to 

himself.   PHILIPPIANS 3:20ï21 

Jesus Christ has superlative knowledge and wisdom 

[THE DISCIPLES, TO JESUS:] Now we know that you know everything é   

JOHN 16:30 

[JESUS,  TO HIS DISCIPLES :]  For I will give you the words along with 

the wisdom that none of your adversaries will be able to withstand or 

contradict.   LUKE 21:15 

Christ has wisdom superior to that of any adversary that we face. 

Jesus Christ is everywhere 

So Jesus came down, and he is the same One who went up above 

all the sky. Christ did that to fill everything with his presence.   

EPHESIANS 4:10 NCVÊ 
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Jesus Christôs Character 

Jesus Christ is holy and righteous 

[BELIEVERS ,  TO GOD:]  Then they turned against your holy Servant 

Jesus, your chosen Messiah.   ACTS 4:27 CEV 

[JOHN,  TO BELIEVERS:]  But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate 

with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous One, é   1 JOHN 2:1B 

Jesus Christ is faithful 

But the Lord is faithful, and he will strengthen you and protect you 

from the evil one.   2 THESSALONIANS 3:3 

Jesus Christ is loving 

[PAUL,  TO BELIEVERS:]  And I pray that you and all Godôs holy people 

will have the power to understand the greatness of Christôs loveð

how wide and how long and how high and how deep that love is. 
19

Christôs love is greater than anyone can ever know, but I pray that 

you will be able to know that love. Then you can be filled with the 

fullness of God.   EPHESIANS 3:18ï19 NCVÊ 

Jesus Christôs Name 

In biblical times, a personôs name represented their whole person 

ï including their nature, authority and significance or purpose. This 

concept is in view in references to the ñnameò of a person. 

Jesus Christôs ñnameò signifies Jesus Christ himself 

For there is no distinction between the Jew and the Greek, for the 

same Lord is Lord of all, who richly blesses all who call on him. 
13

For everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.   

ROMANS 10:12ï13 

These verses illustrate that the ñnameò of Jesus Christ signifies or 

embodies Jesus Christ himself by the use of the equivalent phrases 

ñcall on himò (v. 12) and ñcalls on the name of the Lordò (v. 13). 
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II. Jesus Christ and God 

The claim that Jesus Christ is the Son of God is one of the most 

central teachings in the NT. In addition to this, the NT says much 

that associates Jesus Christ with God. This teaching forms the 

basis of a large portion of what distinguishes Christianity from 

other religions. 

Jesus Christ Is the Son of God (I):  General 

Jesus Christ is the Son of God . . . 

Therefore since we [believers] have a great high priest who has passed 

through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast to our 

confession.   HEBREWS 4:14 

. . . Jesus Christ is Godôs only Son 

God has sent his one and only Son into the world so that we may live 

through him.   1 JOHN 4:9B 

Jesus Christ is the image of God 

é the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God.   

2 CORINTHIANS 4:4B 

The assertion that Jesus Christ is the image of God ï having the 

nature and fullness of God (as per the following subsection) ï 

reflects and supports the assertion that he is the Son of God. 

Jesus Christ has the form and fullness of God 

[PAUL,  TO BELIEVERS:]  You should have the same attitude toward one 

another that Christ Jesus had, 
6
who though he existed in the form of 

God did not regard equality with God as something to be grasped, é   

PHILIPPIANS 2:5ï6 

For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in the Son é   

COLOSSIANS 1:19 

The phrase ñall his fullnessò refers to: the fullness of Godôs nature 

(cf. GNT) ï ñthe sum total of the divine perfection, powers, and 

attributesò (AMP); and/or ñall of himselfò (NCV; cf. CEV, NLT), 

meaning that God himself in all his fullness dwells in Jesus Christ. 
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Jesus Christ Is the Son of God (II):  Testimony 

God testifies to Jesus Christ being his Son 

After Jesus was baptized, just as he was coming up out of the water, 

the heavens opened and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a 

dove and coming on him. 
17

And a voice from heaven said, ñThis is my 

one dear Son; in him I take great delight.ò   MATTHEW 3:16ï17 

Others also testify to Jesus Christ being the Son of God 

When evil spirits saw Jesus, they fell down before him and shouted, 

ñYou are the Son of God!ò   MARK 3:11 NCVÊ 

And John gave this testimony: ñI saw the Spirit come down like a 

dove from heaven and stay on him. 
33

I still did not know that he was 

the one, but God, who sent me to baptize with water, had said to me, 

óYou will see the Spirit come down and stay on a man; he is the one 

who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.ô 
34

I have seen it,ò said John, ñand 

I tell you that he is the Son of God.ò   JOHN 1:32ï34 GNT 

Jesus Christôs deeds are evidence that he is the Son of God 

Now Jesus performed many other miraculous signs in the presence of 

the disciples, which are not recorded in this book. 
31

But these are 

recorded so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 

God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.   JOHN 20:30ï31 

The phrase ñthese are recordedò (v. 31) refers to the miraculous 

signs that John did record as testimony to Jesus Christ being the Son 

of God, his miraculous deeds giving credence to his miraculous claim. 

Other events of Jesus Christôs incarnation are further evidence 

Then Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and gave up his spirit. 
51

Just then the temple curtain was torn in two, from top to bottom. The 

earth shook and the rocks were split apart. 
52

And tombs were opened, 

and the bodies of many saints who had died were raised. é 
54

Now 

when the centurion and those with him who were guarding Jesus saw 

the earthquake and what took place, they were extremely terrified and 

said, ñTruly this one was Godôs Son!ò   MATTHEW 27:50ï52, 54 

It [the gospel] is about his Son, our Lord Jesus Christ: as to his 

humanity, he was born a descendant of David; 
4
as to his divine 
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holiness, he was shown with great power to be the Son of God by 

being raised from death.   ROMANS 1:3ï4 GNT 

Jesus Christôs resurrection is a powerful testimony to him being 

the Son of God. 

Jesus Christ and God Are One 

Jesus Christ and God are one ï each is in the other 

[JESUS,  TO THE JEW S:]  The Father and I are one. é 
36

do you say 

about the one whom the Father set apart and sent into the world, óYou 

are blaspheming,ô because I said, óI am the Son of Godô? 
37

If I do not 

perform the deeds of my Father, do not believe me. 
38

But if I do them, 

even if you do not believe me, believe the deeds, so that you may 

come to know and understand that I am in the Father and the Father 

is in me.   JOHN 10:30, 36ï38 

A number of commentators state that the Greek for ñoneò (v. 30) is 

neuter, meaning that it denotes ñone thingò, rather than ñone 

personò. God (the Father) and Jesus Christ are generally 

understood to have a unity of essence or nature, but not be the 

same person. This unity would include a unity of purpose, as vv. 

37ï38a suggest. 

To know or see Jesus Christ is to know or see God 

[JESUS,  TO HIS DISCIPLES:]  If you have known me, you will know my 

Father too. And from now on you do know him and have seen him.ò 
8
Philip said, ñLord, show us the Father, and we will be content.ò 

9
Jesus replied, ñHave I been with you for so long, and you have not 

known me, Philip? The person who has seen me has seen the Father! 

How can you say, óShow us the Fatherô?   JOHN 14:7ï9 

Jesus Christ is called God 

Thomas replied to him [Jesus], ñMy Lord and my God!ò   JOHN 20:28 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 

Word was God.   JOHN 1:1 ESV 

Jesus Christ is understood to be ñthe Wordò, with the man Jesus 

being the manifestation of ñthe Wordò (cf. v. 14). 



28 Part A.  God and Spiritual Powers 

Jesus Christ Is Treated like God Is 

The fact that Godôs people relate to (or treat) Jesus Christ in ways 

in which they relate to God, reflects a unity or oneness of Jesus 

Christ with God. Thus the teaching in this section supplements the 

teaching in the previous section. 

Jesus Christ is worshiped 

While he [Jesus] was blessing them, he parted from them and was 

taken up to heaven. 
52

They worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem 

with great joy.   LUKE 24:51ï52 ISV 

People pray to Jesus Christ 

They continued to stone Stephen while he prayed, ñLord Jesus, 

receive my spirit!ò   ACTS 7:59 

People obey and serve Jesus Christ 

[JESUS,  TO HIS DISCIPLES :]  Therefore go and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the 

Holy Spirit, 
20

teaching them to obey everything I have commanded 

you.   MATTHEW 28:19ï20A 

From James, a servant of God and of our Lord Jesus Christ.   

JAMES 1:1A CEV 
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I. General 
(æ II. Godôs Holy Spirit in His People, p. 143) 

The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of God. This assertion is reflected by 

the Holy Spiritôs divine and imposing attributes. However, the Bible 

also distinguishes the Holy Spirit from God, portraying him as a 

personal being in his own right. 

The Holy Spirit of God 

The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of God . . . 

Now [in the beginning] the earth was without shape and empty, and 

darkness was over the surface of the watery deep, but the Spirit of 

God was moving over the surface of the water.   GENESIS 1:2 

The Holy Spirit is Godôs spirit. As such one should bear in mind 

that when the Bible speaks of the Holy Spirit, it is in effect 

speaking of God himself. 

. . . Accordingly, God refers to the Holy Spirit as his Spirit 

I will no longer hide my face from them, when I pour out my Spirit on 

the house of Israel, declares the sovereign LORD.   EZEKIEL 39:29 

The Holy Spirit is correlated with Godôs presence 

[JOHN,  TO BELIEVERS:]  Now by this we know that God resides in us: 

by the Spirit he has given us.   1 JOHN 3:24B 

This correlates the Holy Spirit with Godôs presence by asserting 

that believers having Godôs Spirit verifies that God lives in them. 

God and the Holy Spirit know each otherôs mind 

And he [God] who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, 

because the Spirit intercedes on behalf of the saints according to 

Godôs will.   ROMANS 8:27 

[PAUL,  TO BELIEVERS:]  The Spirit searches out all things, even the 

deep secrets of God. 
11

Who knows the thoughts that another person 

has? Only a personôs spirit that lives within him knows his thoughts. 

It is the same with God. No one knows the thoughts of God except the 

Spirit of God.   1 CORINTHIANS 2:10Bï11 NCVÊ 
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The Holy Spiritôs Being 

As well as being a spirit, the Holy Spirit is everywhere 

[DAVID ,  TO GOD:]  Where shall I go from your Spirit? Or where shall I 

flee from your presence? 
8
If I ascend to heaven, you are there! If I 

make my bed in Sheol, you are there!   PSALMS 139:7ï8 ESV 

Verse 7 links the Holy Spirit with Godôs presence, and so along 

with v. 8 implies that the Holy Spirit is omnipresent ï i.e. everywhere. 

The Holy Spirit is eternal 

How much more is done by the blood of Christ. He offered himself through 

the eternal Spirit as a perfect sacrifice to God.   HEBREWS 9:14A NCVÊ 

The Holy Spirit has great power 

And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him [the Messiah], the 

Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, 

the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.   ISAIAH 11:2 ESV 

[JOHN,  TO BELIEVERS:]  You are from God, little children, and have 

conquered them, because the one who is in you is greater than the 

one who is in the world.   1 JOHN 4:4 

The ñone who is in youò is most likely referring to the Holy Spirit. As 

such, the description of the Holy Spirit as greater than Satan ï ñthe 

one who is in the worldò ï is indicative of the Spiritôs great power. 

The Holy Spirit has great knowledge 

[JESUS,  TO HIS DISCIPLES :]  But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom 

the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and will 

cause you to remember everything I said to you.   JOHN 14:26 

This points to the Holy Spiritôs profound knowledge. 

The Holy Spirit has great wisdom 

But some men from the Synagogue of the Freedmen é as well as 

some from Cilicia and the province of Asia, stood up and argued with 

Stephen. 
10

Yet they were not able to resist the wisdom and the Spirit 

with which he spoke.   ACTS 6:9ï10 

This suggests that Stephenôs profound wisdom was a product of 

the Holy Spirit ï indicative of the Holy Spirit having great wisdom. 
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The Holy Spiritôs Personhood 

The Holy Spirit is distinguished from God and Jesus Christ 

[JESUS,  TO HIS DISCIPLES :]  But when the Helper comes, whom I will 

send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from 

the Father, he will bear witness about me.   JOHN 15:26 ESV 

The Holy Spirit has his own mind 

And he [God] who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, 

because the Spirit intercedes on behalf of the saints according to 

Godôs will.   ROMANS 8:27 

The Holy Spirit has personal characteristics 

[PAUL,  TO BELIEVERS :]  Now I urge you, brothers and sisters, through 

our Lord Jesus Christ and through the love of the Spirit, to join 

fervently with me in prayer to God on my behalf.   ROMANS 15:30 

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

goodness, faithfulness, 
23

gentleness, and selfïcontrol.   GALATIANS 5:22ï23A 

Each of these characteristics is described as a ñfruit of the Spiritò 

because ï like fruit from a tree ï their source and means of growth 

is the Holy Spirit. Arguably this implies that the Holy Spiritôs own 

character is reflected in them. 

The Holy Spirit communicates . . . 

[PAUL,  TO BELIEVERS :]  But the Spirit himself speaks to God for us, 

even begs God for us with deep feelings that words cannot explain.   

ROMANS 8:26B NCV 

. . . and the Holy Spirit interacts in other ways 

The church became stronger, as the Holy Spirit encouraged it and 

helped it grow.   ACTS 9:31B CEV 

[PAUL,  TO BELIEVERS :]  But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not 

under the law.   GALATIANS 5:18 
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II. God, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit as One 
(æ Jesus Christ and God are one ï each is in the other, p. 27) 

The NT speaks of God the Father, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit 

as three identities, but also shows them as being related to each 

other in a unique and indivisible unity. From this comes the 

concept of them being three ñpersonsò but also being one entity, 

the doctrine of the Trinity. This close-knit relationship between 

God, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit is one of the most intriguing 

and debated aspects of the Bible. The following provides some 

basic ñbuilding blocksò for coming to terms with this relationship. 

Mutual Association 

God, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit are closely associated 

[JESUS,  TO HIS DISCIPLES :]  Therefore go and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the 

Holy Spirit, é   MATTHEW 28:19 

The phrase ñthe name ofò denotes a single name. Here it is 

applied to all three of God, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit. As 

such it points to a very close relationship between the three. 

The Holy Spirit is identified with God 

[PETER,  TO ANANIAS:]  Why have you lied to the Holy Spirit? é 
4
 é You lied to God!   ACTS 5:3B, 4B CEV 

Ananias had attempted to deceive the church, and in effect had 

lied to the Holy Spirit. Peter indicates that to lie to the Holy Spirit 

(v. 3) is to lie to God (v. 4). As such Peter identifies the Holy Spirit 

with God. 

The Holy Spirit is also identified with Jesus Christ 

[PAUL,  TO BELIEVERS:]  Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit 

of the Lord is present, there is freedom. 
18

And we all, with unveiled 

faces reflecting the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the 

same image from one degree of glory to another, which is from the 

Lord, who is the Spirit.   2 CORINTHIANS 3:17ï18 

There are a number of interpretations of ñthe Lord is the Spiritò 

(v. 17) and ñthe Lord, who is the Spiritò (v. 18). The ones that are 
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arguably the most plausible are compatible with a literal reading, 

demonstrating the very close association between the Lord Jesus 

Christ and the Holy Spirit. 

The Holy Spirit is called the Spirit of God and the Spirit of Christ 

[PAUL,  TO BELIEVERS:]  You, however, are not in the flesh but in the 

Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God lives in you. Now if anyone does 

not have the Spirit of Christ, this person does not belong to him.   

ROMANS 8:9 

This not only closely correlates the Holy Spirit with God and with 

Jesus Christ, it also associates Jesus Christ with God, with the 

one Spirit being said to be of them both. 

God, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit work together 

So Jesus said to them [the disciples] again, ñPeace be with you. Just as 

the Father has sent me, I also send you.ò 
22

And after he said this, he 

breathed on them and said, ñReceive the Holy Spirit.   JOHN 20:21ï22 

God sent Jesus Christ to carry out his purposes and Christ sends 

his people empowered with the Holy Spirit to continue his work. 

Mutual Divine Attributes 

Common attributes and roles do not necessarily imply oneness, 

but as the shared attributes and roles in this and the following 

section are divine ï and as the Bible teaches that there is only one 

God ï they do point to the oneness of God, Jesus Christ and the 

Holy Spirit. 

Note that the subsections in this and the following section are each 

composed of three verses or passages ï of which the first refers to 

God, the second to Jesus Christ and the third to the Holy Spirit. 

Omnipresence ï God, Christ and the Holy Spirit are everywhere 

ñDo you not know that I am everywhere?ò the LORD asks.   

JEREMIAH 23:24B 

Christ did that to fill everything with his presence.   EPHESIANS 4:10B NCVÊ 

[DAVID ,  TO GOD :]  Where can I go to get away from your Spirit? 

Where can I run from you?   PSALMS 139:7 NCVÊ 
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Omnipotence ï they each have infinite, sovereign power 

I know, LORD, that you are all-powerful; that you can do everything 

you want.   JOB 42:2 GNT 

Our Lord Jesus Christ 
21

has power over everything é   PHILIPPIANS 

3:20Bï21A CEV 

[JOHN,  TO BELIEVERS:]  You are from God, little children, and have 

conquered them, because the one who is in you is greater than the 

one who is in the world.   1 JOHN 4:4 

Omniscience ï they each have complete knowledge 

[JOHN,  TO BELIEVERS:]  If our conscience condemns us, we know that 

God is greater than our conscience and that he knows everything.   

1 JOHN 3:20 GNT 

[JESUSô DISCIPLES,  TO JESUS:]  Now we know that you know everything 

and do not need anyone to ask you anything.   JOHN 16:30A 

For the Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God.   

1 CORINTHIANS 2:10B 

The Holy Spirit searches out or finds out all things (cf. CEV, NCV, NLT). 

Mutual Divine Roles 

As well as pointing to the oneness of God, Jesus Christ and the 

Holy Spirit, their common roles also reflect the fact that God works 

through Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit. 

God, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit are each ascribed a 
primary role in creation 

You alone are the LORD. You made the heavens, even the highest 

heavens, along with all their multitude of stars, the earth and all that 

is on it, the seas and all that is in them. You impart life to them all, 

and the multitudes of heaven worship you.   NEHEMIAH 9:6 

All things were created by him [Christ], and apart from him not one 

thing was created that has been created.   JOHN 1:3 

[ELIHU :]  The Spirit of God has made me, and the breath of the 

Almighty gives me life.   JOB 33:4 
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They each give spiritual or eternal life 

God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.   1 JOHN 5:11B 

For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, so also the 

Son gives life to whomever he wishes.   JOHN 5:21 

The Spirit is the one who gives life; human nature is of no help!   

JOHN 6:63A 

They each make Godôs people holy 

Obey my laws, because I am the LORD and I make you holy.   

LEVITICUS 20:8 GNT 

Husbands, love your wives just as Christ loved the church and gave 

himself for her 
26

to sanctify her by cleansing her with the washing of 

the water by the word, 
27

so that he may present the church to himself 

as glorious ï not having a stain or wrinkle, or any such blemish, but 

holy and blameless.   EPHESIANS 5:25ï27 

[PAUL:]  I do this in order that I might bring the nations to God as an 

acceptable offering, made holy by the Holy Spirit.   ROMANS 15:16B GW 
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I. Angels 

The Bible often mentions angels. The existence and role of 

these mighty servants of God should be a great encouragement 

to believers. This is in no small part due to the fact that their 

work often involves believers, including giving believers 

supernatural help. 

Note that while the great majority of references to angels in the 

Bible are to Godôs holy angels, evil angels are also mentioned. 

These are commonly identified with demons. In headings in this 

book, ñAngelsò primarily refer to angels of God. But bear in mind 

that some concepts, such as angels being very powerful, are 

applicable to all angels. 

Attributes of Angels 

Angels have a human-like form, but are very awesome 

[DANIEL,  DESCRIBING A VISION :]  I looked up and saw a man clothed in 

linen; around his waist was a belt made of gold from Upaz. 
6
His body 

resembled yellow jasper, and his face had an appearance like 

lightning. His eyes were like blazing torches; his arms and feet had 

the gleam of polished bronze. His voice thundered forth like the 

sound of a large crowd.   DANIEL 10:5ï6 

This is describing an angel. The reference to the angel as a ñmanò 

and the mention of his human-like features (waist, face, eyes, 

arms and feet) suggest that angels have a human-like form. 

Angels are very powerful 

He will do this when the Lord Jesus appears from heaven with his 

mighty angels, é   2 THESSALONIANS 1:7B GNT 

Suddenly there was a severe earthquake, for an angel of the Lord 

descending from heaven came and rolled away the stone and sat on 

it.   MATTHEW 28:2 

The accompanying earthquake is indicative of the angelôs 

awesome power. The stone was the very large one that had 

sealed Jesusô tomb. 
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Angels can communicate and interact with others 

Suddenly an angel came to him [Elijah] and touched him. ñGet up and 

eat,ò the angel said. 
6
Elijah saw near his head a loaf baked over coals 

and a jar of water, so he ate and drank. Then he went back to sleep. 
7
Later the LORDôS angel came to him a second time. The angel 

touched him and said, ñGet up and eat. If you donôt, the journey will 

be too hard for you.ò   1 KINGS 19:5ï7B NCVÊ 

Angels and God 

Angels surround God, and even stand in his presence 

[JOHN,  DESCRIBING A VISION OF A SCENE IN HEAVEN:]  Then I looked and 

heard the voice of many angels in a circle around the throne, as well 

as the living creatures and the elders.   REVELATION 5:11A 

The angel answered him [Zechariah], ñI am Gabriel, who stands in the 

presence of God é   LUKE 1:19A 

Angels worship God and Jesus Christ 

[JOHN,  DESCRIBING A VISION OF A SCENE IN HEAVEN :]  The angels who 

stood around the throne knelt in front of it with their faces to the 

ground. The elders and the four living creatures knelt there with them. 

Then they all worshiped God 
12
and said, ñAmen! Praise, glory, 

wisdom, thanks, honor, power, and strength belong to our God 

forever and ever! Amen!ò   REVELATION 7:11ï12 CEV 

And when God brings his firstborn Son into the world, he says, ñLet 

all Godôs angels worship him.ò   HEBREWS 1:6 NCV 

Angels serve God and Jesus Christ 

Praise the LORD, you angels of his, you powerful warriors who 

carry out his decrees and obey his orders! 
21

Praise the LORD, all 

you warriors of his, you servants of his who carry out his desires!   

PSALMS 103:20ï21 

The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will gather from his 

kingdom everything that causes sin as well as all lawbreakers.   

MATTHEW 13:41 
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Angels and Godôs People 

Angels help and care for Godôs people 

What are all the angels? They are spirits sent to serve those who are 

going to receive salvation.   HEBREWS 1:14 GW 

The LORDôs angel camps around the LORDôs loyal followers and 

delivers them.   PSALMS 34:7 

Angels give people messages, including instructions . . . 

About three oôclock one afternoon he saw clearly in a vision an angel 

of God who came in and said to him, ñCornelius.ò 
4
Staring at him 

and becoming greatly afraid, Cornelius replied, ñWhat is it, Lord?ò 

The angel said to him, ñYour prayers and your acts of charity have 

gone up as a memorial before God. 
5
Now send men to Joppa and 

summon a man named Simon, who is called Peter.   ACTS 10:3ï5 

Note that the Hebrew and Greek words for ñangelò carry the 

meaning ñmessengerò. 

. . . They also give messages about future events 

[PAUL:]  For last night an angel of the God to whom I belong and 

whom I serve came to me 
24

and said, óDo not be afraid, Paul! You 

must stand before Caesar, and God has graciously granted you the 

safety of all who are sailing with you.ô   ACTS 27:23ï24 

The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show to his 

servants the things that must soon take place. He made it known by 

sending his angel to his servant John, é   REVELATION 1:1 ESV 
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II. Satan and Demons 
(æ II. Spiritual Warfare, p. 305) 

Many people find the existence of Satan (i.e. the devil) and 

demons disturbing and choose to avoid the subject. But to live the 

Christian life it is vital to understand our chief opponents. 

Moreover, the Bible has a lot to say about Satan and demons ï 

much of which is in fact encouraging to believers. 

Satanôs Evilness 

Satan is evil and is opposed to Godôs kingdom 

When anyone hears the word about the kingdom and does not 

understand it, the evil one [Satan] comes and snatches what was sown 

in his heart; this is the seed sown along the path.   MATTHEW 13:19 

Satan is deceitful 

[JESUS,  TO THE JEW S:]  You people are from your father the devil, and 

you want to do what your father desires. He was a murderer from the 

beginning, and does not uphold the truth, because there is no truth in 

him. Whenever he lies, he speaks according to his own nature, 

because he is a liar and the father of lies.   JOHN 8:44 

Satanôs Power 

Satan has great power and authority in the world 

Then the devil led him [Jesus] up to a high place and showed him in a 

flash all the kingdoms of the world. 
6
And he said to him, ñTo you I 

will grant this whole realm ï and the glory that goes along with it, for 

it has been relinquished to me, and I can give it to anyone I wish.   

LUKE 4:5ï6 

[JOHN:] é the whole world lies in the power of the evil one.   1 JOHN 5:19B 

Satan works in and through unbelievers 

[PAUL,  TO BELIEVERS IN EPHESUS:]  Yes, in the past you lived the way 

the world lives, following the ruler of the evil powers that are above 
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the earth. That same spirit [Satan] is now working in those who refuse 

to obey God.   EPHESIANS 2:2 NCVÊ 

And they [false teachers] may wake up and escape from the trap of the 

devil, who catches them to do what he wants.   2 TIMOTHY 2:26 NCVÊ 

But, Satan is not as powerful as God, . . . 

[PAUL,  TO BELIEVERS:]  The God of peace will quickly crush Satan 

under your feet.   ROMANS 16:20A 

. . . nor is Satan as powerful as Jesus Christ 

Now he was casting out a demon that was mute. When the demon had 

gone out, the man who had been mute began to speak, and the crowds 

were amazed. é 
21

[JESUS:]  When a strong man, fully armed, guards 

his own palace, his possessions are safe. 
22

But when a stronger man 

attacks and conquers him, he takes away the first manôs armor on 

which the man relied and divides up his plunder.   LUKE 11:14, 21ï22 

In v. 22 Jesus is referring to his overpowering of Satan, stripping 

him of his power and taking what was his ï a truth demonstrated 

by Jesus driving out demons (v. 14) and thus releasing people 

from Satanôs grip. 

Moreover, Satan stands condemned 

é the ruler of this world has been condemned.   JOHN 16:11B 

Satanôs Work against Godôs People 

Satan tempts Godôs people 

[PAUL, TO BELIEVERS IN THESSALONICA:] So when I could bear it no longer, I 

sent to find out about your faith, for fear that the tempter somehow 

tempted you and our toil had proven useless.   1 THESSALONIANS 3:5 

Satan can afflict Godôs people 

So Satan went out from the presence of the LORD, and he afflicted Job 

with a malignant ulcer from the sole of his feet to the top of his head.   

JOB 2:7 
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[JESUS CHRIST,  TO THE CHURCH IN SMYRNA :]  Do not be afraid of the 

things you are about to suffer. The devil is about to have some of you 

thrown into prison so you may be tested, and you will experience 

suffering for ten days.   REVELATION 2:10A 

But Satanôs influence is limited by God and Jesus Christ 

[PAUL:]  So that I would not become too proud of the wonderful things 

that were shown to me, a painful physical problem was given to me. 

This problem was a messenger from Satan, sent to beat me and keep 

me from being too proud. 
8
I begged the Lord three times to take this 

problem away from me. 
9
But he said to me, ñMy grace is enough for 

you. When you are weak, my power is made perfect in you.ò So I am 

very happy to brag about my weaknesses. Then Christôs power can 

live in me.   2 CORINTHIANS 12:7ï9 NCVÊ 

Paulôs affliction apparently came from Satan. But Paul implies that 

Jesus Christ permitted it, using it both to keep Paul from becoming 

conceited (v. 7) and to make Paul receptive to Christôs power 

working in him. Thus this passage illustrates that God and Jesus 

Christ may permit Satan to afflict (or tempt) their people, but only 

in accordance with their purposes. As such his power and 

influence is limited by them. 

Demons 

Evil spiritual forces are referred to by a number of names, 

including ñdemonsò, ñevil spiritsò, ñspiritsò and (evil) ñangelsò. In 

order to be concise, generally only ñDemonsò (or ñdemonsò) has 

been used in this and the following subheadings. 

Demons are evil and powerful spiritual beings 

[PAUL,  TO BELIEVERS:]  For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, 

but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world rulers of 

this darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavens.   

EPHESIANS 6:12 

The terms ñrulersò and ñpowersò are indicative of the great ï but 

limited ï power of demons. The last two clauses appear to 

together refer to the whole of the spiritual realm. 
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Demons are aligned with Satan 

Then war broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against 

the dragon [Satan], and the dragon and his angels fought back.   

REVELATION 12:7 

This illustrates that evil angels or demons are aligned with Satan. 

Demons can possess people . . . 

When he [Jesus] came to the other side, to the region of the 

Gadarenes, two demonïpossessed men coming from the tombs met 

him. They were extremely violent, so that no one was able to pass by 

that way.   MATTHEW 8:28 

. . . and demons can cause such people much harm 

[A  FATHER OF A DEMON-POSSESSED BOY:]  A spirit seizes him, and he 

suddenly screams; it throws him into convulsions and causes him to 

foam at the mouth. It hardly ever leaves him alone, torturing him 

severely.   LUKE 9:39 

Demons both fear and have to submit to God and Jesus Christ 

You believe that God is one; well and good. Even the demons believe 

that ï and tremble with fear.   JAMES 2:19 

But Jesus rebuked him [a demonïpossessed man]: ñSilence! Come 

out of him!ò 
26

After throwing him into convulsions, the unclean spirit 

cried out with a loud voice and came out of him. 
27

They were all 

amazed so that they asked each other, ñWhat is this? A new teaching 

with authority! He even commands the unclean spirits and they obey 

him.ò   MARK 1:25ï27 

Demons face eternal punishment 

Then he [Jesus Christ] will say to those on his left, óDepart from me, 

you accursed, into the eternal fire that has been prepared for the devil 

and his angels!   MATTHEW 25:41 
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I. General 

The formation of the universe is the most astonishing thing that 

has ever occurred. The Bible claims that God not only created the 

universe, but that he also created everything in it. Moreover, it 

claims that God continues to maintain the universe. If we believe 

that God is capable of doing this, then we should have little trouble 

in accepting the other claims that the Bible makes about God. 

God Made All Things 

God made the heavens and earth ï and everything in them 

You are the only LORD. You made the heavens, even the highest 

heavens, with all the stars. You made the earth and everything on it, 

the seas and everything in them; you give life to everything.   

NEHEMIAH 9:6A NCVÊ 

All that God made is very good 

God saw all that he had made ï and it was very good!   GENESIS 1:31A 

God Maintains Creation 

Every creatureôs life is dependent on God 

The life of every creature and the breath of all people are in Godôs 

hand.   JOB 12:10 NCVÊ 

God provides food for all creatures 

[DAVID ,  TO GOD:]  Everything looks to you in anticipation, and you 

provide them with food on a regular basis.   PSALMS 145:15 

God regulates all aspects of the weather 

For to the snow he says, óFall to earth,ô and to the torrential rains, 

óPour down.ô   JOB 37:6 

He makes the clouds rise from the farïoff horizons. He makes the 

lightning flash out in the midst of the rain. He unleashes the wind 

from the places where he stores it.   JEREMIAH 10:13B 
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God maintains nature 

[GOD:]  ñWhile the earth continues to exist, planting time and harvest, 

cold and heat, summer and winter, and day and night will not cease.ò   

GENESIS 8:22 

Godôs promise that these things will continue is indicative of his 

control over them, regulating and maintaining them. 

How God Made and Maintains Creation 

God made all things with his wisdom 

How numerous are your works, O LORD! In wisdom you have made 

them all; the earth is filled with your creations.   PSALMS 104:24 ISV 

The LORD created the earth by his wisdom; by his knowledge he set 

the sky in place. 
20

His wisdom caused the rivers to flow and the 

clouds to give rain to the earth.   PROVERBS 3:19ï20 GNT 

God made all things with his power 

[GOD:]  I made the earth, its people, and all its animals with my great 

power and strength.   JEREMIAH 27:5A NCVÊ 

God made all things by his word 

By the word of God heaven was made, and the earth was made from 

water and with water.   2 PETER 3:5B NCVÊ 

God made and sustains all things through Jesus Christ . . . 

All things were created by him [Christ], and apart from him not one 

thing was created that has been created.   JOHN 1:3 

He is the one through whom God created the universe, the one whom 

God has chosen to possess all things at the end. 
3
He reflects the 

brightness of Godôs glory and is the exact likeness of Godôs own being, 

sustaining the universe with his powerful word.   HEBREWS 1:2Bï3A GNT 

. . . The Holy Spirit also has a role 

[A PSALMIST, TO GOD:] When you send forth your Spirit, they [creatures] 

are created, and you renew the face of the ground.   PSALMS 104:30 ESV 
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Implications of God Being Creator 

Because he made everything, all things belong to God 

The heavens and the earth belong to you. And so does the world 

with all its people because you created them 
12

and everything else.   

PSALMS 89:11ï12A CEV 

Because he made everything, God is sovereign over all things 

The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of 

heaven and earth.   ACTS 17:24A ISV 

Because he has made all things, God has the right of sovereignty 

over all things. Godôs almighty power and incomparable wisdom 

enable him to enforce his sovereignty. 

Creation shows Godôs power and wisdom to be incomparable 

[JOB ,  SPEAKING OF GOD:]  He is wise in heart and mighty in strength ï 

who has resisted him and remained safe? 
5
He who removes 

mountains suddenly, who overturns them in his anger; 
6
he who 

shakes the earth out of its place so that its pillars tremble; 
7
he who 

commands the sun and it does not shine and seals up the stars; 
8
he 

alone spreads out the heavens, and treads on the waves of the sea; 
9
he makes the Bear, Orion, and the Pleiades, and the constellations of 

the southern sky; 
10

he does great and unsearchable things, and 

wonderful things without number.   JOB 9:4ï10 
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II. Godôs Creation of People 

Arguably the most significant part of Godôs creation is his creation 

of people. God not only gives people life and a spirit, he has made 

people quite unique amongst all creatures. Also, of all his creatures, 

it is primarily to people that God reveals himself and relates. 

Life and Death 

God creates people . . . 

The rich and the poor are alike in that the LORD made them all.   

PROVERBS 22:2 NCVÊ 

. . . God gives people life and breath 

He gives life, breath, and everything else to all people.   ACTS 17:25B CEV 

Peopleôs lives are very brief 

[DAVID,  TO GOD:]  You made my life short, so brief that the time means 

nothing to you. ñHuman life is but a breath, 
6
and it disappears like a 

shadow.   PSALMS 39:5ï6A CEV 

As many old people would affirm, in a relative sense life is very brief. 

Each person is destined to die 

It is better to go to a funeral than a feast. For death is the destiny of 

every person, and the living should take this to heart.   ECCLESIASTES 7:2 

The Human Spirit 

God has made people with a spirit 

The LORD ï who spread out the heavens, laid the foundation of the 

earth, and forms the spirit in a person ï says, é   ZECHARIAH 12:1B GW 

The spirit is at the core of oneôs being 

A personôs spirit is the lamp of the LORD; it searches through all of 

oneôs innermost being.   PROVERBS 20:27 ISV 
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People are dead without their spirit 

For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without 

works is dead.   JAMES 2:26 

Peopleôs spirits exist after death 

They [Jews] continued to stone Stephen while he prayed, ñLord Jesus, 

receive my spirit!ò   ACTS 7:59 

Here also are the spirits of those good people who have been made 

perfect.   HEBREWS 12:23B CEV 

The reference is to the spirits of righteous people who had died. 

The Uniqueness of People 

God has made people in his own image 

Then God said, ñLet us make humankind in our image, after our 

likeness, so they may rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the 

air, over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over all the creatures 

that move on the earth.ò 
27

God created humankind in his own image, 

in the image of God he created them, male and female he created 

them.   GENESIS 1:26ï27 

That God has made people in his own image is evident in that they 

reflect such things as his personal traits ï e.g. aspects of his 

character and intellect ï and that they have a spirit. Additionally, it is 

noteworthy that although God essentially is spirit, some descriptions 

of visions or manifestations of God speak of him in terms of a 

human-like form (cf. Ezekiel 1:26ï28; Daniel 7:9). 

God has given people an able mind ï with which they can 
think and reason intelligently 

Who has put wisdom in the heart, or has imparted understanding to 

the mind?   JOB 38:36 

And Paul went in, as was his custom, and on three Sabbath days he 

reasoned with them from the Scriptures, 
3
explaining and proving 

that it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the 

dead, and saying, ñThis Jesus, whom I proclaim to you, is the Christ.ò   

ACTS 17:2ï3 ESV 
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People have the moral capacity to know good from evil 

And the LORD God said, ñNow that the man has become like one of 

us, knowing good and evil, he must not be allowed to stretch out his 

hand and take also from the tree of life and eat, and live forever.ò   

GENESIS 3:22 

People are to care for and act responsibly towards creation 

A righteous person cares for the life of his animal é   PROVERBS 12:10A 

[GOD,  TO THE BABYLONIANS :]  For you will pay in full for your violent 

acts against Lebanon; terrifying judgment will come upon you 

because of the way you destroyed the wild animals living there.   

HABAKKUK 2:17A 

The Babyloniansô desolation of the forests of Lebanon (cf. CEV, GNT, 

NLT) and their destruction of animals contravened humankindôs 

responsibility towards nature ï and they would be punished for it. 

Epilogue:  Godôs Self-Revelation to People 

God reveals himself to people 

Then the LORD again appeared in Shiloh, for it was in Shiloh that the 

LORD had revealed himself to Samuel through the word of the LORD.   

1 SAMUEL 3:21 

God reveals himself by what he does 

[GOD:] I acted for the sake of my reputation, so that I would not be 

profaned before the nations among whom they lived, before whom I 

revealed myself by bringing them out of the land of Egypt.   EZEKIEL 20:9 

By delivering the Israelites out of Egypt, God revealed himself to 

the surrounding peoples. 

Creation perpetually evidences and reveals God to all people 

[PAUL, SPEAKING OF WICKED PEOPLE:] For what can be known about God is 

plain to them, because God has shown it to them. 
20

For his invisible 

attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been 

clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things 

that have been made. So they are without excuse.   ROMANS 1:19ï20 ESV 
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I. Godôs Supreme Authority 

As the one and only God, God reigns supreme in the world. He 

has supreme power over all things. As such, God defeats his 

enemies and he fulfills his plans. A realization of this produces 

submission to and worship of the one and only God. 

The LORD Is God ï the Only God 

Note that God stated that the ñLORDò was the name by which he 

was to be known (cf. Exodus 3:12ï15). 

The LORD is God 

Know that the LORD is God.   PSALMS 100:3A NCVÊ 

Now, O sovereign LORD, you are the true God!   2 SAMUEL 7:28A 

He is God of all people 

I am the LORD, the God of all humankind.   JEREMIAH 32:27A 

Hezekiah prayed before the LORD: ñLORD God of Israel, who is 

enthroned on the cherubs! You alone are God over all the kingdoms 

of the earth.   2 KINGS 19:15A 

He is the one and only God 

[GOD:]  And there is no other god besides me, a righteous God and 

a Savior; there is none besides me. 
22
ñTurn to me and be saved, all 

the ends of the earth! For I am God, and there is no other.   ISAIAH 

45:21Bï22 ESV 

His deeds show that he is the only God 

[DAVID ,  TO GOD:]  For you are great and do amazing things. You alone 

are God.   PSALMS 86:10 

[GOD:]  See, I am the only God. There are no others. I kill, and I make 

alive. I wound, and I heal, and no one can rescue you from my power.   

DEUTERONOMY 32:39 GW 
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God Reigns Supreme 

God rules over all 

O LORD, you are great, mighty, majestic, magnificent, glorious, and 

sovereign over all the sky and earth! You have dominion and exalt 

yourself as the ruler of all. 
12

You are the source of wealth and honor; 

you rule over all. You possess strength and might to magnify and 

give strength to all.   1 CHRONICLES 29:11ï12 

As such, God rules over all authorities 

The glorious God is the only Ruler, the King of kings and Lord of 

lords.   1 TIMOTHY 6:15A CEV 

God rules over the earth in righteousness 

He rules the world with righteousness; he judges the nations with 

justice.   PSALMS 9:8 GNT 

God will reign forever 

But you, O LORD, reign forever; your throne endures from generation 

to generation.   LAMENTATIONS 5:19 

God will impose his absolute rule on all 

[JOHN,  DESCRIBING A VISION :]  Then the seventh angel blew his 

trumpet, and there were loud voices in heaven saying: ñThe kingdom 

of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, 

and he will reign for ever and ever.ò 
16

Then the twentyïfour elders 

who are seated on their thrones before God threw themselves down 

with their faces to the ground and worshiped God 
17

with these words: 

ñWe give you thanks, Lord God, the AllïPowerful, the one who is 

and who was, because you have taken your great power and begun to 

reign.   REVELATION 11:15ï17 

The proclamation in v. 15 and the final phrase ñhave begun to 

reignò (v. 17) may mean that at this point God has begun to 

impose his rule on all ï the actualization of the kingdom (v. 15) 

implemented with the imposition of Godôs great power (v. 17). 

Alternatively the past tense may be used here to indicate the 

certainty of God doing so in the future. 
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God Defeats His Enemies 

No one can effectively oppose God 

But he alone is God, and who can oppose him? God does as he 

pleases, é   JOB 23:13 CEV 

[GOD:]  For there is no one like me, and there is no one who can call 

me to account. There is no ruler who can stand up against me.   

JEREMIAH 49:19B 

God destroys his enemies 

But he will pay back those people who hate him. He will destroy 

them, and he will not be slow to pay back those who hate him.   

DEUTERONOMY 7:10 NCVÊ 

God Fulfills His Plans 

God carries out his plans 

[GOD:]  ñBe sure of this: Just as I have intended, so it will be; just as I 

have planned, it will happen.   ISAIAH 14:24B 

God does not change his plans 

God is not a human being, and he will not lie. He is not a human, and 

he does not change his mind. What he says he will do, he does. What 

he promises, he makes come true.   NUMBERS 23:19 NCVÊ 

No one can thwart Godôs plans 

Indeed, the LORD who commands armies has a plan, and who can 

possibly frustrate it? His hand is ready to strike, and who can 

possibly stop it?   ISAIAH 14:27 

God works everything for his plans 

In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined 

according to the purpose of him who works all things according to the 

counsel of his will, é   EPHESIANS 1:11 ESV 

God works all things that occur for the fulfillment of his plans. 
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II. Godôs Control over the World 

God has power over everything. This includes control over evil 

powers, nature, the nations of the world and each personôs life. 

Comprehending this is vital to having a sound understanding of 

God and of his relationship to the world ï including his relationship 

with ourselves. 

God Has Control over Evil 

God exerts control over evil 

[JACOB,  REFERRING TO HIS GREEDY UNCLE:]  Yet he has cheated me and 

changed my wages ten times. But God did not let him harm me.   

GENESIS 31:7 GNT 

[PAUL,  TO BELIEVERS:]  No temptation has overtaken you that is 

unusual for human beings. But God is faithful, and he will not allow 

you to be tempted beyond your strength. Instead, along with the 

temptation he will also provide a way out, so that you may be able to 

endure it.   1 CORINTHIANS 10:13 ISV 

God has control over any temptation, whether it originates from Satan 

or our own sinful nature. This is indicative of his control over evil. 

God even uses evil to fulfill his purposes 

For God has put into their minds to carry out his purpose by making 

a decision to give their royal power to the beast until the words of 

God are fulfilled.   REVELATION 17:17 

This speaks of kings or world powers of the end times cooperating 

with the beast or anti-Christ, to unwittingly accomplish Godôs purpose. 

God Has Control over Nature 

God directs nature 

He loads the clouds with moisture; he scatters his lightning through 

the clouds. 
12

The clouds go round in circles, wheeling about 

according to his plans, to carry out all that he commands them over 

the face of the whole inhabited world.   JOB 37:11ï12 
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He sends his command through the earth; swiftly his order reaches its 

destination. 
16

He sends the snow that is white like wool; he spreads 

the frost that is white like ashes. 
17

He throws his hailstones like 

crumbs. Who can withstand the cold wind he sends? 
18

He then orders 

it all to melt; he breathes on it, and the water flows.   PSALMS 147:15ï18 

God can perform miracles of nature 

The LORDôs angelic messenger appeared to the woman and said to 

her, ñYou are infertile and childless, but you will conceive and have a 

son. é 
24

Manoahôs wife gave birth to a son and named him Samson.   

JUDGES 13:3, 24A 

[ELIJAH:]  For this is what the LORD God of Israel says, óThe jar of 

flour [that was about to run out] will not be empty and the jug of oil 

will not run out until the day the LORD makes it rain on the surface of 

the ground.ôò 
15

She [a widow] went and did as Elijah told her; there 

was always enough food for Elijah and for her and her family. 
16

The 

jar of flour was never empty and the jug of oil never ran out, just as 

the LORD had promised through Elijah.   1 KINGS 17:14ï16 

God Has Control over the Nations 

God is in control of the nations 

[A  PSALMIST,  TO GOD:]  For you execute justice among the nations, and 

govern the people living on earth. (Selah)   PSALMS 67:4B 

[GOD:]  This is the plan I have devised for the whole earth; my hand is 

ready to strike all the nations.ò [Isaiah:] 
27

Indeed, the LORD who 

commands armies has a plan, and who can possibly frustrate it? His 

hand is ready to strike, and who can possibly stop it?   ISAIAH 14:26ï27 

What God determines for the whole world does take place, for his 

power to impose his will extends over all nations. For God 

ñcontrols every nationò (CEV) ï none can prevent him from 

implementing his purposes concerning them. 

God has been in control of the nations throughout history 

From one human being he created all races on earth and made 

them live throughout the whole earth. He himself fixed beforehand 
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the exact times and the limits of the places where they would live.   

ACTS 17:26 GNT 

God establishes all ruling authorities 

Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is 

no authority except by Godôs appointment, and the authorities that 

exist have been instituted by God.   ROMANS 13:1 

God Has Control over Each Person 

God has control over peopleôs hearts and minds 

When Saul turned to leave Samuel, God changed Saulôs heart.   

1 SAMUEL 10:9A NCVÊ 

The LORD caused the Egyptians to think well of them, and the 

Egyptians gave the people everything they asked for. So the Israelites 

took rich gifts from them.   EXODUS 12:36 NCVÊ 

God has control over peopleôs actions . . . 

[DANIEL, TO KING BELSHAZZAR:] But you have not glorified the God who 

has in his control your very breath and all your ways!   DANIEL 5:23B 

. . . Despite peopleôs plans, their steps are directed by God 

A person plans his course, but the LORD directs his steps.   PROVERBS 16:9 

God controls all that happens to people 

Is it not from the mouth of the Most High that everything comes ï 

both calamity and blessing?   LAMENTATIONS 3:38 

[A  W ISE TEACHER:]  In times of prosperity be joyful, but in times of 

adversity consider this: God has made one as well as the other, so 

that no one can discover what the future holds.   ECCLESIASTES 7:14 
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I. General 

Godôs word is our window to God. For through it we learn about 

God and his relationship with us. Moreover, its unique 

characteristics and functions have the imprint of God. 

What Godôs Word Comprises 

Godôs word primarily is Scripture 

If he [God] called them gods to whom the word of God cameðand 

Scripture cannot be brokenð é   JOHN 10:35 ESV 

This speaks of Scripture as ñthe word of Godò. 

Every Scripture passage is inspired by God.   2 TIMOTHY 3:16A GW 

Here Paul is effectively saying that every verse of Scripture comes 

from God, i.e. Scripture ñis Godôs Wordò (CEV). 

Godôs word includes his covenants 

The LORD said to Moses, ñWrite these words down, because it is on 

the basis of these words that I am making a covenant with you and 

with Israel.ò 
28
é He wrote on the tablets the words of the covenantð

the Ten Commandments.   EXODUS 34:27, 28B GNT 

This speaks of words of God forming Godôs covenant with Israel. 

Godôs word includes his laws 

[A  PSALMIST ,  REFERRING TO GOD:]  He speaks his word to Jacob, his 

laws and judicial decisions to Israel.   PSALMS 147:19 GW 

Godôs word includes his prophecies 

[GOD,  TO JEREMIAH:]  Get a scroll. Write on it everything I have told 

you to say about Israel, Judah, and all the other nations since I began 

to speak to you in the reign of Josiah until now.   JEREMIAH 36:2 

This refers to prophecies (of Godôs word) regarding nations. 

Godôs word also includes the gospel, proclaimed by his people 

When they [Barnabas and Saul] arrived in Salamis, they began to 

proclaim the word of God in the Jewish synagogues.   ACTS 13:5A 
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Jesus Christ is ñthe Word of Godò 

[JOHN,  DESCRIBING A VISION OF CHRIST :]  He is dressed in clothing 

dipped in blood, and he is called the Word of God.   REVELATION 19:13 

Jesus Christ is called the ñWord of Godò in part because much of 

what God says and does, he says and does through Jesus Christ. 

Note:  God has given his word by the Holy Spirit 

Above all, you do well if you recognize this: No prophecy of 

scripture ever comes about by the prophetôs own imagination, 
21

for 

no prophecy was ever borne of human impulse; rather, men carried 

along by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.   2 PETER 1:20ï21 

Characteristics of Godôs Word 

Godôs word is holy, righteous and good 

So then, the law is holy, and the commandment is holy, righteous, and 

good.   ROMANS 7:12 

Godôs word is true . . . 

The words of the LORD are true and all his works are dependable.   

PSALMS 33:4 GNT 

[JESUS,  TO GOD:]  Set them apart in the truth; your word is truth.   

JOHN 17:17 

. . . and so what Godôs word foretells comes true 

[JEREMIAH TO JERUSALEMôS PEOPLE:]  The LORD has done what he 

purposed; he has carried out his word, which he commanded long 

ago; he has thrown down without pity; he has made the enemy rejoice 

over you and exalted the might of your foes.   LAMENTATIONS 2:17 GW 

Godôs word is living and active 

For the word of God is living and active é   HEBREWS 4:12A 

Two reasons for describing Godôs word as ñlivingò are that it never 

ceases to be pertinent and it keeps on influencing and affecting 

people. The latter reason also shows it to be active. 



66 Part B.  God and the World: Basics 

Godôs word is powerful 

What God has said isnôt only alive and active! It is sharper than any 

double-edged sword. His word can cut through our spirits and souls 

and through our joints and marrow, until it discovers the desires and 

thoughts of our hearts.   HEBREWS 4:12 CEV 

Godôs word can penetrate to the very depths of our inner-selves, 

exposing our thoughts and attitudes for what they really are. 

Godôs word is everlasting 

For all flesh is like grass and all its glory like the flower of the grass; 

the grass withers and the flower falls off, 
25

but the word of the Lord 

endures forever.   1 PETER 1:24ï25A 

Functions of Godôs Word 

Godôs word brings spiritual and eternal life 

[JESUS:]  The Spirit is the one who gives life; human nature is of no 

help! The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and are life. é 
68

Simon Peter answered him, ñLord, to whom would we go? You 

have the words of eternal life.   JOHN 6:63, 68 

In v. 63b Jesus appears to be saying that his words are spiritual, 

producing spiritual or eternal life. Jesus seems to be implying that 

it is by the Holy Spirit (v. 63a) that his words produce this life. 

Godôs word gives light 

[A  PSALMIST,  TO GOD:]  Your word is a lamp to walk by, and a light to 

illumine my path.   PSALMS 119:105 

Godôs word gives ñlightò ï guidance and spiritual insight. 

Godôs word gives hope 

[A  PSALMIST,  TO GOD:]  Remember your word to your servant, for you 

have given me hope.   PSALMS 119:49 

God had given the psalmist hope by his word, or promise. 

Godôs word gives joy 

The LORDôs precepts are fair and make one joyful.   PSALMS 19:8A 
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II. Key Old Testament Covenants 

A covenant is a solemn agreement made between two parties. As 

indicated earlier, Godôs covenants are a key aspect of his word ï 

along with his commands, prophecies and promises. 

Godôs covenants with people were all initiated by God. They 

generally confirmed his relationship with the persons concerned 

ï who were or who became his people. The covenants included 

binding promises by God of blessings for his people, reflecting 

his purposes for them. In some cases Godôs covenants also 

outlined what God required of his people and how they were to 

relate to him. 

Godôs covenants with Abraham, the nation of Israel and David are 

prime instances of the role of Godôs word, expounding pivotal 

promises and (in the case of the covenant with Israel) laws of God. 

These covenants form the background of Godôs relationship with 

his people today. Learning about them enables us to better 

understand the significance of much of the NTôs teachings. 

Godôs Covenant with Abraham 

God made a covenant with Abraham, promising him:  countless 
descendants; the land of Canaan; . . . 

Abram bowed down with his face to the ground, and God said to him, 
4
ñAs for me, this is my covenant with you: You will be the father of a 

multitude of nations. 
5
No longer will your name be Abram. Instead, 

your name will be Abraham because I will make you the father of a 

multitude of nations. 
6
I will make you extremely fruitful. I will make 

nations of you, and kings will descend from you. 
7
I will confirm my 

covenant as a perpetual covenant between me and you. It will extend 

to your descendants after you throughout their generations. I will be 

your God and the God of your descendants after you. 
8
I will give the 

whole land of Canaan ï the land where you are now residing ï to you 

and your descendants after you as a permanent possession. I will be 

their God.ò   GENESIS 17:3ï8 

God made an everlasting covenant with the Israeliteôs ancestor 

Abraham, aspects of which were included in Godôs later covenant 

with Israel. In the covenant God promised Abraham that if he 
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obeyed, God would: give him numerous descendants (vv. 5ï7); 

give his descendants the land of Canaan (v. 8); and bless all 

nations through him (as per the following subsection). In 

conjunction with this, God would be Abrahamôs and his 

descendantsô God (v. 7). 

. . . and that all peoples would be blessed through Abraham 

[GOD,  TO ABRAHAM:]  I will bless those who bless you, and him who 

dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth 

shall be blessed.   GENESIS 12:3 ESV 

Abraham believed God, and was accredited with righteousness 

[GOD,  TO ABRAHAM:]  ñLook toward heaven, and number the stars, if 

you are able to number them.ò Then he said to him, ñSo shall your 

offspring be.ò 
6
And he believed the LORD, and he counted it to him as 

righteousness.   GENESIS 15:5Bï6 ESV 

Godôs Covenant with Israel and the Law 

(æ I. Jesus Christ and the Lawôs Diminished Role, p. 114) 

God made a covenant with Israel, based on his law 

The LORD said to Moses, ñWrite down these words, for in accordance 

with these words I have made a covenant with you and with Israel.ò 
28

So he was there with the LORD forty days and forty nights; he did 

not eat bread, and he did not drink water. He wrote on the tablets the 

words of the covenant, the ten commandments.   EXODUS 34:27ï28 

If the Israelites obeyed God, then they would be his people 
and he would be their God 

[GOD,  TO THE ISRAELITES :]  Obey me and carry out the terms of the 

agreement exactly as I commanded you. If you do, you will be my 

people and I will be your God.   JEREMIAH 11:4B 

According to the terms of the covenant, Israel was to obey God. 

If Israel kept the covenant by obeying Godôs commands, then 

under the covenant they would be Godôs people and he would be 

their God. 
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Laws for the peopleôs relationship with God 

[GOD,  TO THE ISRAELITES :]  ñYou shall have no other gods besides me. 
4
ñYou shall not make for yourselves an idol, or any likeness of what 

is in heaven above, or on earth below, or in the water under the 

earth. 
5
You shall not bow down to them in worship or serve them; 

because I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, punishing the 

children for the iniquity of the parents, to the third and fourth 

generations of those who hate me, 
6
but showing gracious love to 

thousands who love me and keep my commandments. 
7
ñYou shall not 

misuse the name of the LORD your God, because the LORD will not 

leave the one who misuses his name unpunished. 
8
ñRemember the 

Sabbath day to keep it holy. 
9
Six days you shall labor and do all your 

work, 
10

but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. And 

you shall not do any work, neither you, nor your son, nor your 

daughter, nor your male or female servants, nor your livestock, nor 

the alien who is within your gates. 
11

For in six days the LORD made the 

heavens and the earth and the sea, and all that is in them, and he rested 

on the seventh day. Therefore, the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and 

made it holy.   EXODUS 20:2ï11 ISV 

The commands in this and the following section are the Ten 

Commandments. These form the fundamentals of the whole law 

that God gave through Moses (referred to as the Mosaic Law). 

Laws for relationships with other people 

ñHonor your father and your mother, that you may live a long time 

in the land the LORD your God is giving to you. 
13
ñYou shall not 

murder. 
14
ñYou shall not commit adultery. 

15
ñYou shall not steal. 

16
ñYou shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 

17
ñYou 

shall not covet your neighborôs house. You shall not covet your 

neighborôs wife, nor his male servant, nor his female servant, nor his 

ox, nor his donkey, nor anything that belongs to your neighbor.ò   

EXODUS 20:12ï17 

By obeying all the law, the Israelites would have righteousness 

[MOSES,  TO THE ISRAELITES :]  It will be righteousness for us, if weôre 

careful to obey all the law before the LORD our God, as he 

commanded.   DEUTERONOMY 6:25 ISV 
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Godôs Dealings and Covenant with David 

David was chosen by God, as ruler over Israel 

[GOD:]  Iôve chosen David to rule my people Israel.   1 KINGS 8:16B  GW 

David reigned over Israel, as a powerful and righteous king ï 
undergirded by God 

David became a great and strong ruler, because the LORD All-

Powerful was on his side. é 
12

David knew that the LORD had made 

him king of Israel and that he had made him a powerful ruler for the 

good of his people.   2 SAMUEL 5:10, 12 CEV 

David was king over all Israel, and he did what was fair and right for 

all his people.   2 SAMUEL 8:15 NCVÊ 

Godôs covenant with David, promising that Davidôs royal 
dynasty would last forever 

[THE PROPHET NATHAN,  TO DAVID :]  The LORD declares to you that he 

himself will build a dynastic house for you. 
12

When the time comes for 

you to die, I [God] will raise up your descendant, one of your own 

sons, to succeed you, and I will establish his kingdom. 
13

He will build 

a house for my name, and I will make his dynasty permanent. 
14

I will 

become his father and he will become my son. When he sins, I will 

correct him with the rod of men and with wounds inflicted by human 

beings. 
15

But my loyal love will not be removed from him as I 

removed it from Saul, whom I removed from before you. 
16

Your house 

and your kingdom will stand before me permanently; your dynasty 

will be permanent.   2 SAMUEL 7:11Bï16 

In vv. 11b, 16 ñhouseò refers to a royal dynasty that God would 

build for David, in response to Davidôs desire to build a ñhouseò 

(v. 13) or temple for God. The ñdescendantò spoken of in vv. 12ï15 

refers initially to Davidôs son Solomon, but is generally understood 

to ultimately speak of the Messiah. As such this covenant provided 

the people of Israel with the hope of a permanently secure 

kingdom (cf. vv. 10ï11a) under a godly and powerful king. 
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I. General 

Knowing what sin is and what its consequences are is vital to 

understanding Godôs relationship with humankind and to 

appreciating the need for Jesus Christôs mission. It also helps us 

not to sin by: clarifying what sin is (which this chapter does in 

general terms); and providing great motivation to avoid sin. 

Sin Is Breaking Godôs Law 

Breaking Godôs law is sin 

Whoever sins is guilty of breaking Godôs law, because sin is a 

breaking of the law.   1 JOHN 3:4 GNT 

As such, all wrongdoing is sin . . . 

Doing wrong is always sin é   1 JOHN 5:17A NCVÊ 

. . . and not doing what we should do is sin 

So whoever knows what is good to do and does not do it is guilty of 

sin.   JAMES 4:17 

Sin Is against God 

Sin is action against God 

[MOSES,  TO THE ISRAELITES:]  If anyone sins unintentionally by 

breaking any of the LORDôs commands, he is guilty and must pay the 

penalty. é 
19

It is a repayment offering for the sin he committed 

against the LORD.   LEVITICUS 5:17, 19 GNT 

Sin is rebellion against God 

[DAVID ,  TO GOD:]  Drive them out of your presence because of their 

many sins and their rebellion against you.   PSALMS 5:10B GNT 

Thus, sin is hated by God 

For I, the LORD, love justice and hate robbery and sin.   ISAIAH 61:8A 
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Sin Is Universal 

All people have sinned . . . 

All of us have sinned and fallen short of Godôs glory.   ROMANS 3:23 CEV 

All fail to measure up to a standard compatible with Godôs glory. 

. . . No one is righteous before God 

[DAVID ,  TO GOD:]  Do not enter into judgment with your servant, for no 

living person is righteous in your sight.   PSALMS 143:2 ISV 

People in fact have a sinful nature 

And those who belong to Christ Jesus have put to death their human 

nature with all its passions and desires.   GALATIANS 5:24 GNT 

Sin Has Intrinsic Ill Effects 

Sin brings spiritual defilement 

They became filthy because of what they did.   PSALMS 106:39 GW 

Sin results in separation from God 

[ISAIAH,  TO THE PEOPLE OF JUDAH:]  But your sinful acts have alienated 

you from your God; your sins have caused him to reject you and not 

listen to your prayers.   ISAIAH 59:2 

Sin brings spiritual death 

[PAUL,  TO BELIEVERS:]  When you were spiritually dead because of 

your sins and because you were not free from the power of your sinful 

self, God made you alive with Christ, and he forgave all our sins.   

COLOSSIANS 2:13 NCVÊ 

Spiritual death involves being cut off from God ï ñdead to Godò ï 

without his Holy Spirit, who brings spiritual life. 

Sin also brings enslavement to sin 

Jesus answered them, ñI tell you the solemn truth, everyone who 

practices sin is a slave of sin.   JOHN 8:34 
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Sin Brings Godôs Anger and Death 

Sin makes one subject to Godôs anger 

Actually all of us were like them and lived according to our natural 

desires, doing whatever suited the wishes of our own bodies and 

minds. In our natural condition we, like everyone else, were destined 

to suffer Godôs anger.   EPHESIANS 2:3 GNT 

Here Paul refers to how all people have lived sinful lives, making 

them subject to Godôs anger. 

Sin results in physical death 

Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man [Adam], and 

death through sin, so death spread to everyone, because all have 

sinned.   ROMANS 5:12 ISV 

People may experience Godôs wrath and judgment for sin in 

various forms during their lifetime, but common to all is the 

judgment of physical death. Note that the verse makes reference 

to death initially coming as a consequence of Adamôs original sin. 

Furthermore, sin brings the prospect of eternal ñdeathò 

[PAUL,  TO BELIEVERS:]  So what benefit did you then reap from those 

things that you are now ashamed of? For the end of those things is 

death. é 
23

For the payoff of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal 

life in Christ Jesus our Lord.   ROMANS 6:21, 23 

Particularly in view of the contrast with ñeternal lifeò (v. 23), ñdeathò 

(vv. 21, 23) appears to primarily refer to or at least encompass 

what is sometimes referred to as eternal ñdeathò. Because of his 

justice God demands that unforgiven sin be punished with eternal 

ñdeathò or destruction, involving eternal separation from God in 

hell. A complementary reason for this ñdeathò is that sin makes 

separation from God necessary, because of his holiness. 
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II. The Lawôs Provision for Israelôs Sin 
(æ I. Jesus Christ and the Lawôs Diminished Role, p. 114) 

In the law on which his covenant with Israel was based, God made 

provision for atonement to be made for anyone who sinned, and 

so for the sinner to be forgiven. This allowed the Israelites to 

remain in their covenant relationship with him, providing that they 

did not actually give up following God and his laws, as per the 

terms of the covenant. 

The NT contains numerous references to the Mosaic Lawôs 

provision for Israelôs sin. An understanding of what this provision 

involved enables us to more fully comprehend why Jesus Christ 

came and the significance of his work. For many of the concepts 

involved in Jesus Christôs work have their origin in the lawôs 

stipulations for making offerings for atonement for sin. These 

aspects of the law actually foreshadowed ï and would be 

superseded by ï what Jesus Christ would do and implement. 

Offerings for Atonement for Sinners 

An animal was offered to make atonement for one who sinned 

If any person sins unintentionally, then he must bring a yearling 

female goat for a purification offering. 
28

And the priest must make 

atonement for the person who sins unintentionally ð when he sins 

unintentionally before the LORD ð to make atonement for him, and 

he will be forgiven.   NUMBERS 15:27ï28 

When a person sinned the person had to bring an animal for a priest 

to sacrifice as an offering of a life to make atonement for them. 

Biblical atonement is where God accepts such an offering or sacrifice 

of a living being as a substitute for the life of a person who has 

sinned ï the personôs life otherwise being required as punishment 

for their sin. As such, God accepts the sacrifice as payment for the 

personôs sin. The result is that sin is taken away ï and so the sinner 

is forgiven, pronounced righteous and reconciled to God. 

Animals brought as offerings were to be without defect 

If this person [who had sinned] brings a lamb as his offering for sin, he 

must bring a female that has nothing wrong with it.   LEVITICUS 4:32 NCVÊ 
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The sinner laid hands on the offering, signifying it as a substitute 

He must lay his hand on the head of the burnt offering, and it will be 

accepted for him to make atonement on his behalf.   LEVITICUS 1:4 

This practice appears to have signified that the animal was a 

substitute for the sinner. Moreover, it may also have signified the 

transfer of the personôs sins to the animal (cf. Leviticus 16:21ï22). 

The Blood of the Offerings 

The blood of the offerings for sin featured in making atonement 

Then the high priest must bring some of the blood of the bull to the 

Meeting Tent, 
17

and that priest must dip his finger in the blood and 

sprinkle some of the blood seven times before the LORD toward the 

front of the veilïcanopy. 
18

He must put some of the blood on the 

horns of the altar which is before the LORD in the Meeting Tent, and 

all the rest of the blood he must pour out at the base of the altar of 

burnt offering that is at the entrance of the Meeting Tent. 
19
ñóThen 

the priest must take all its fat and offer the fat up in smoke on the 

altar. 
20

He must do with the rest of the bull just as he did with the 

bull of the sin offering; this is what he must do with it. So the priest 

will make atonement on their behalf and they will be forgiven.   

LEVITICUS 4:16ï20 

As this passage illustrates, the blood of animals sacrificed as 

offerings to make atonement for sinners featured prominently in 

the instructions given for presenting the offerings. The reason 

was the correlation of blood with life (as discussed in the 

following subsection). The blood signified the life of the animal, 

given as a substitute for the life of the sinner (as reflected in the 

previous subsection). 

For the life of a creature is in its blood 

[GOD:]  é for the life of every living thing is in the blood. So I myself 

have assigned it to you on the altar to make atonement for your lives, 

for the blood makes atonement by means of the life.   LEVITICUS 17:11 

Blood sustains life and so is often correlated with life. 
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The Role of the Priests 

God designated Aaron and his descendants as priests 

[GOD,  TO MOSES:]  And you, bring near to you your brother Aaron 

and his sons with him from among the Israelites, so that they may 

minister as my priests ï Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and 

Ithamar, Aaronôs sons.   EXODUS 28:1 

[GOD,  TO MOSES :]  And the priesthood shall be theirs by a statute 

forever. Thus you shall ordain Aaron and his sons.   EXODUS 29:9B ESV 

When God made his covenant with Israel, he instituted the Aaronic 

or Levitical priesthood as an integral aspect of the covenant law, in 

particular in regard to the regulations concerning the peopleôs 

relationship with himself. 

The priests made the offerings for people when they sinned, 
to make atonement for them 

And the priest shall make atonement for him [a person who had 

sinned] with the ram of the guilt offering before the LORD for his sin 

that he has committed, and he shall be forgiven for the sin that he has 

committed.   LEVITICUS 19:22 ESV 

The high priest made atonement yearly for Israel as a whole 

ñThe priest who is anointed and ordained to act as high priest in 

place of his father is to make atonement. He is to put on the linen 

garments, the holy garments, 
33

and he is to purify the Most Holy 

Place, he is to purify the Meeting Tent and the altar, and he is to make 

atonement for the priests and for all the people of the assembly. 
34

This is to be a perpetual statute for you to make atonement for the 

Israelites for all their sins once a year.ò   LEVITICUS 16:32ï34A 

The Day of Atonement was to be observed once each year, for the 

high priest to cleanse the nation as a whole of all sin. It was the 

most important observance of the OT rituals, the only time the high 

priest could enter the Most Holy Place. 

Note that the Most Holy Place was where the ark of the covenant 

was kept. The ark was a box-like structure which contained the 

stone tablets on which were written the Ten Commandments, the 

basis of Godôs covenant with Israel. The ark signified Godôs 

presence amongst the Israelites. 
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However, Israel did not keep Godôs law and broke his covenant 

Samaria [the capital city of northern Israel] fell because the Israelites 

did not obey the LORD their God, but broke the covenant he had 

made with them and disobeyed all the laws given by Moses, the 

servant of the LORD. They would not listen and they would not obey.   

2 KINGS 18:12 GNT 

Despite the lawôs provision for Israelôs sin, the Israelites as a 

whole persisted in sin ï rebelling against God and breaking his 

covenant with them. This showed that ultimately the law was not 

sufficient to deal with sin. 
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I. Basics 

The fact that God does and will judge us is one of the Bibleôs key 

teachings, without which the significance of other key Bible 

teachings is lost ï notably that of salvation. An understanding of it 

is also vital to understanding God himself. Additionally, bear in 

mind that Godôs judgment ï being just and righteous ï actually 

gives his people much reason to be encouraged. 

God Is the Judge of the World 

God is judge ï of the whole earth 

The heavens declare his fairness, for God is judge.   PSALMS 50:6 

[ABRAHAM, TO GOD:] You are the judge of all the earth é   GENESIS 18:25B CEV 

As such, God makes judgments in the world 

He is the LORD our God; he carries out judgment throughout the 

earth.   1 CHRONICLES 16:14 

God makes himself known by his judgment 

[GOD, TO THE PEOPLE OF EDOM:] I will deal with you according to your 

anger, and according to your envy, by which you acted spitefully against 

them [the people of Israel]. I will reveal myself to them when I judge 

you.   EZEKIEL 35:11B 

Reasons for Godôs Judgment 

Godôs judgment is to punish sin and unfaithfulness . . . 

[DANIEL,  TO GOD:]  All Israel has broken your law and turned away by 

not obeying you. Therefore you have poured out on us the judgment 

solemnly threatened in the law of Moses the servant of God, for we 

have sinned against you.   DANIEL 9:11 

[GOD,  PRONOUNCING JUDGMENT ON K ING ZEDEKIAH:]  I will bri ng him to 

Babylon and judge him there because of the unfaithfulness he 

committed against me.   EZEKIEL 17:20B 
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. . . and Godôs judgment is to discipline Godôs people 

[PAUL,  TO BELIEVERS:]  But when we are judged by the Lord, we are 

disciplined so that we may not be condemned with the world.   

1 CORINTHIANS 11:32 

Godôs judgment is to punish the wicked 

But by the same word the present heavens and earth have been 

reserved for fire, by being kept for the day of judgment and 

destruction of the ungodly.   2 PETER 3:7 

Godôs judgment is also to reward Godôs people 

[ELDERS IN HEAVEN ,  TO GOD :]  The nations were enraged, but your 

wrath has come, and the time has come for the dead to be judged, and 

the time has come to give to your servants, the prophets, their reward, 

as well as to the saints and to those who revere your name, both small 

and great, and the time has come to destroy those who destroy the 

earth.   REVELATION 11:18 

As well as punishment for wrongdoing, Godôs judgment includes 

reward for godliness. 

Godôs Judgment Is Just 

God judges righteously and justly 

This is evidence of Godôs righteous judgment, to make you worthy of 

the kingdom of God, for which in fact you are suffering.   

2 THESSALONIANS 1:5 

For he has fixed a day in which he will judge the whole world with 

justice by means of a man he has chosen.   ACTS 17:31A GNT 

God judges people with knowledge of all their deeds 

[JEREMIAH,  TO GOD:]  You see everything people do. You reward each 

of them for the way they live and for the things they do.   JEREMIAH 32:19B 

One reason why Godôs judgment is just is that he judges people 

with knowledge of all their deeds ï as well as of all their thoughts 

and motives (as per the following subsection). As such he can 

make judgments with knowledge of all the relevant information. 
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God takes into account thoughts and motives 

[JEREMIAH:]  So I said to the LORD, ñO LORD who rules over all, you are 

a just judge! You examine peopleôs hearts and minds.   JEREMIAH 11:20A 

God judges and repays people according to what they do 

[PAUL:]  But because of your stubborn and unrepentant heart you are 

storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath, when Godôs 

righteous judgment will be revealed. 
6
For he will repay everyone 

according to what that person has done: é   ROMANS 2:5ï6 ISV 

God gives fair warning, allowing for judgment to be avoided 

[GOD:]  There are times, Jeremiah, when I threaten to uproot, tear 

down, and destroy a nation or kingdom. 
8
But if that nation I 

threatened stops doing wrong, I will cancel the destruction I intended 

to do to it.   JEREMIAH 18:7ï8 

What is said here regarding nations is also applicable to 

individuals. 



 10.  Godôs Judgment 83 

 

II. The Manifestation of Godôs Judgment 
(æ I. Jesus Christôs Return and the Final Judgment, p. 122) 

The topic of Godôs judgment ï particularly its manifestation ï is 

often avoided, as it contains much that is anything but ñniceò. 

However it contains some of the most awe-inspiring teaching, and 

even reason for hope for Godôs people. 

Means of Godôs Judicial Retribution 

The following list is by no means exhaustive. 

Angels 

[A  PSALMIST,  REFERRING TO GOD:]   He inflicted his burning anger, 

wrath, indignation, and distress, sending destroying angels among 

them.   PSALMS 78:49 ISV 

Nature 

The LORD sent darkness and made the land dark, but the Egyptians 

turned against what he said. 
29

So he changed their water into blood 

and made their fish die. 
30

Then their country was filled with frogs, 

even in the bedrooms of their rulers. 
31

The LORD spoke and flies 

came, and gnats were everywhere in the country. 
32

He made hail fall 

like rain and sent lightning through their land. 
33

He struck down their 

grapevines and fig trees, and he destroyed every tree in the country. 
34

He spoke and grasshoppers came; the locusts were too many to 

count. 
35

They ate all the plants in the land and everything the earth 

produced.   PSALMS 105:28ï35 NCVÊ 

Nations 

[GOD:]  Look, I am about to empower the Babylonians, that ruthless 

and greedy nation. They sweep across the surface of the earth, 

seizing dwelling places that do not belong to them. é 
12
é 

[Habakkuk:] LORD, you have made them your instrument of judgment. 

Protector, you have appointed them as your instrument of 

punishment.   HABAKKUK 1:6, 12B 
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Characteristics of Godôs Judicial Retribution 

Note that not all instances of Godôs judicial retribution display all of 

the following characteristics ï certainly not to the extent of which 

they are spoken of here. Much of the judgment spoken of in this 

section is conclusive in its purpose, bringing the finality of death ï 

as opposed to Godôs disciplinary judgment. 

Awesome power 

The sounds of battle will resound to the ends of the earth. For the 

LORD will bring charges against the nations. He will pass judgment 

on all humankind and will hand the wicked over to be killed in war.ô 

The LORD so affirms it! 
32

The LORD who rules over all says, óDisaster 

will soon come on one nation after another. A mighty storm of 

military destruction is rising up from the distant parts of the earth.ô   

JEREMIAH 25:31ï32 

Inescapable 

[PAUL:]  And do you think, whoever you are, when you judge those 

who practice such things and yet do them yourself, that you will 

escape Godôs judgment?   ROMANS 2:3 

Terrifying 

Destruction, devastation, and desolation! Their hearts faint, their 

knees tremble, each stomach churns, each face turns pale!   NAHUM 2:10 

For if we choose to go on sinning after we have received the full 

knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, 
27

but only a terrifying prospect of judgment and a raging fire that will 

consume the enemies of God.   HEBREWS 10:26ï27 ISV 

Horrific consequences 

[GOD,  CONCERNING PHARAOH :]   I will throw you into an open field, 

where birds and animals will come to feed on your body. 
5
I will 

spread your rotting flesh  over the mountains and in the valleys, 
6
and 

your blood will flow throughout the land and fill up the streams.   

EZEKIEL 32:4ï6 CEV 
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The Wicked and Godôs Pending Judgment 

Questioning of Godôs apparent lack of judgment on the wicked 

[JEREMIAH:]  LORD, you have always been fair whenever I have 

complained to you. However, I would like to speak with you about the 

disposition of justice. Why are wicked people successful? Why do all 

dishonest people have such easy lives?   JEREMIAH 12:1 

However, the situation of the wicked is precarious . . . 

These people [the wicked] may prosper, but they will never feel secure 

about life. 
23

God may let them feel confident and self-reliant, but his 

eyes are on their ways.   JOB 24:22Bï23 GW 

. . . In due time God does take action against the wicked 

[GOD:]  To me belong vengeance and recompense. In due time their 

feet will slip, because their time of calamity is near and the things 

prepared for them draw near.   DEUTERONOMY 32:35 ISV 

Moreover, the wicked reap what they sow, brought down by 
their own evil 

[ELIPHAZ:]  Even as I have seen, those who plow iniquity and those 

who sow trouble reap the same.   JOB 4:8 

The violence done by the wicked will drag them away because they 

refuse to do what is right.   PROVERBS 21:7 

The future of the wicked contrasts with that of the righteous 

[A  PSALMIST ,  SPEAKING OF A RIGHTEOUS PERSON:]  For he will never be 

upended; others will always remember one who is just. 
7
He does not 

fear bad news. He is confident; he trusts in the LORD. 
8
His resolve is 

firm; he will not succumb to fear before he looks in triumph on his 

enemies. 
9
He generously gives to the needy; his integrity endures. He 

will be vindicated and honored. 
10

When the wicked see this, they will 

worry; they will grind their teeth in frustration and melt away; the 

desire of the wicked will perish.   PSALMS 112:6ï10 

Although a righteous person may fall seven times, he gets up again, 

but the wicked will be brought down by calamity.   PROVERBS 24:16 
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Godôs Judgment of Israel ï and His Mercy 

Israel failed to keep Godôs laws and broke his covenant . . . 

[GOD:]  They have gone back to the evil ways of their ancestors of old 

who refused to obey what I told them. They, too, have paid allegiance 

to other gods and worshiped them. Both the nation of Israel and the 

nation of Judah have violated the covenant I made with their 

ancestors.   JEREMIAH 11:10 

Despite the Mosaic Lawôs provision for Israelôs sin, the Israelites 

as a whole persisted in sin ï rebelling against God and breaking 

his covenant with them. This showed that ultimately the law was 

not sufficient to deal with sin. 

. . . Eventually God decided to destroy unfaithful Israel 

[GOD:]  My people, you abandoned me and walked away. I am tired of 

showing mercy; thatôs why Iôll destroy you 
7
by scattering you like 

straw blown by the wind. I will punish you with sorrow and death, 

because you refuse to change your ways.   JEREMIAH 15:6ï7 CEV 

But God promised to spare a remnant of Israel 

[ISAIAH,  SPEAKING A MESSAGE FROM GOD:]  Those who remain in Judah 

will take root in the ground and bear fruit. 
31

For a remnant will leave 

Jerusalem; survivors will come out of Mount Zion. The intense 

devotion of the sovereign LORD to his people will accomplish this.   

2 KINGS 19:30ï31 

Note that ñJudahò was the name of the southern Israelite kingdom 

and that ñMount Zionò alludes to Jerusalem, with Zion originally 

being the name of one of the hills on which Jerusalem was built. 
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I. The Messiahôs Identity 

The OT Scriptures speak of a leader chosen and sent by God to 

save his people and to reign forever. This leader is known as the 

ñChristò or the ñMessiahò ï which are Greek and Hebrew terms 

respectively, meaning the ñanointedò or the ñAnointed Oneò. In NT 

times the Jews looked forward to the Messiahôs coming and many 

still do today. But the NT provides compelling evidence that this 

Messiah was in fact Jesus Christ. 

The Promise of a Messiah in OT Scripture 

The OT Scriptures speak of a coming anointed one of God 

[THE ARCHANGEL GABRIEL,  TO DANIEL:]  So know and understand: From 

the issuing of the command to restore and rebuild Jerusalem until an 

anointed one, a prince arrives, there will be a period of seven weeks 

and sixtyïtwo weeks.   DANIEL 9:25A 

Regarding the ñweeksò, many scholars understand the term to 

denote seven years. 

The anointed one would have Godôs Spirit on him 

[THE MESSIAH :]  The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the 

LORD has anointed me to bring good news to the poor; he has sent me 

to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and 

the opening of the prison to those who are bound; é   ISAIAH 61:1 ESV 

These words are prophetically attributed to the Messiah. 

The Scriptures speak of the coming of a great ruler of Israel 

[GOD:]  As for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, seemingly insignificant 

among the clans of Judah ï from you a king will emerge who will rule 

over Israel on my behalf, one whose origins are in the distant past.   

MICAH 5:2 

The ruler would bring salvation to the nations 

[GOD,  AS SPEAKING TO THE MESSIAH :]  I will make you as a light for the 

nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.   ISAIAH 

49:6B ESV 
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The ruler would be a descendant of King David, in accordance 
with Godôs promise to David 

The LORD swore an oath to David. This is a truth he will not take 

back: ñI will set one of your own descendants on your throne. é 
17

There I will make a horn sprout up for David. I will prepare a lamp 

for my anointed one. 
18

I will clothe his enemies with shame, but the 

crown on my anointed one will shine.ò   PSALMS 132:11, 17ï18 GW 

The ñhornò and ñlampò (v. 17) speak of the strength and continuation 

of Davidôs dynasty, and would be embodied by the Messiah. 

Prophecy of the Messiahôs Death for Sins 

The OT Scriptures also say that he would suffer and die, for 
peopleôs sins ï but then be raised and exalted 

He was wounded for our rebellious acts. He was crushed for our sins. 

He was punished so that we could have peace, and we received 

healing from his wounds. 
6
We have all strayed like sheep. Each one of 

us has turned to go his own way, and the LORD has laid all our sins 

on him.   ISAIAH 53:5ï6 GW 

But it was the LORD who decided to crush him and make him suffer. 

The LORD made his life a penalty offering, but he will still see his 

descendants and live a long life. He will complete the things the 

LORD wants him to do. 
11
ñAfter his soul suffers many things, he will 

see life and be satisfied. My good servant will make many people 

right with God; he will carry away their sins. 
12

For this reason I 

[God] will make him a great man among people, and he will share in 

all things with those who are strong. He willingly gave his life and was 

treated like a criminal. But he carried away the sins of many people 

and asked forgiveness for those who sinned.ò   ISAIAH 53:10ï12 NCVÊ 

These verses speak of God raising his messianic servant to life, 

following his death. The term ñhis descendantsò (v. 10b) refers to 

the messianic servantôs spiritual descendants ï those who would 

be given life through him. Note that Isaiah 52:13ï53:12 has been 

called ñthe gospel in the OTò and is quoted in the NT more than 

any other OT passage. 
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Jesus Is the Promised Messiah 

In his first coming, Jesus Christ did not come as an all-conquering 

ruler. The NT indicates that this aspect of messianic prophecy will 

be fulfilled on Christôs second coming. 

Jesus Christ is the one chosen by God 

[GOD:]  ñThis is my Son, my Chosen One. Listen to him!ò   LUKE 9:35B 

Jesus Christ is the one anointed by God, with the Holy Spirit . . . 

[PETER:]  You know that God anointed Jesus from Nazareth with the 

Holy Spirit and with power.   ACTS 10:38A GW 

The descending of the Holy Spirit onto Jesus at his baptism (cf. 

Matthew 3:16ï17) was Godôs anointing of Jesus for his mission. It 

is also understood to mark Jesus as the Messiah ï the ñAnointed 

Oneò ï and fulfilled OT prophecies that God would bestow his 

Spirit on the Messiah (cf. Isaiah 11:2; 42:1; 61:1). 

. . . Jesus is the Messiah 

[PETER,  TO A CROW D OF LARGELY JEW S:]  Therefore repent and turn 

back so that your sins may be wiped out, 
20

so that times of refreshing 

may come from the presence of the Lord, and so that he may send the 

Messiah appointed for you ï that is, Jesus.   ACTS 3:19ï20 

The OT Scriptures testify to Jesus being the Messiah, the Christ 

For with his strong arguments he [Apollos] defeated the Jews in public 

debates by proving from the Scriptures that Jesus is the Messiah.   

ACTS 18:28 GNT 

For the OT Scriptures speak of the sufferings and resurrection 
of the Christ as fulfilled in Jesus . . . 

Paul went to the Jews in the synagogue, as he customarily did, and on 

three Sabbath days he addressed them from the scriptures, 
3
explaining and demonstrating that the Christ had to suffer and to 

rise from the dead, saying, ñThis Jesus I am proclaiming to you is the 

Christ.ò   ACTS 17:2ï3 
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. . . and they speak of the messianic salvation that would come 
through Jesus Christ 

[ZECHARIAH ,  SPEAKING OF WHAT GOD HAD DONE :]  He has raised up a 

mighty Savior for us in the family of his servant David. 
70

He made 

this promise through his holy prophets long ago.   LUKE 1:69ï70 GW 

About him [Christ] all the prophets testify, that everyone who believes 

in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.   ACTS 10:43 

Luke 1:69ï70 (above) refers to the messianic salvation prophesied 

in the writings of the prophets (v. 70) as coming through Jesus, who 

was from the family line of David (v. 69). Acts 10:43 (immediately 

above) states that the prophets testify that the forgiveness of sins, 

a key aspect of this salvation, comes through Jesus Christ. 

Further Testimony to Jesus Being the Messiah 

Jesusô deeds showed that he is the Messiah, the Christ 

Now Jesus performed many other miraculous signs in the presence of 

the disciples, which are not recorded in this book. 
31

But these are 

recorded so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 

God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.   JOHN 20:30ï31 

People acknowledged him as the Christ 

The crowds that went ahead of him [Jesus] and those following kept 

shouting, ñHosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one who 

comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!ò   MATTHEW 21:9 

The crowd was acknowledging Jesus as the Christ, referring to 

him with messianic expressions in declaring him ñthe Son of 

Davidò and the one ñwho comes in the name of the Lordò. 

Note:  The Christ is understood to be the Son of God 

Simon Peter answered, ñYou are the Christ, the Son of the living 

God.ò   MATTHEW 16:16 

The understanding that the Christ would be the Son of God 

appears to be largely based on OT messianic passages where 

God speaks of the Messiah as his Son (cf. 2 Samuel 7:11bï14a; 

Psalms 2:6ï7; 89:27). 
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II. The Messiahôs Purpose and Person 

Arguably the fundamental assertion of the NT is that God sent 

the Messiah ï Jesus Christ ï into the world to save people from 

sin and its devastating consequences. For this mission, Jesus 

Christ was born of the Holy Spirit and became fully human ï 

further assertions that are very significant to the Christian faith. 

In fulfilling the objectives of the mission, Jesus Christ lived a life 

which was faultless, with his character being both exemplary and 

inspiring. The following teaching shows the NTôs testimony to 

these crucial matters. 

Jesus Christôs Mission from God 

God sent Jesus Christ into the world 

[JESUS,  TO THE JEW S:]  But I have a testimony greater than that from 

John. For the deeds that the Father has assigned me to complete ï the 

deeds I am now doing ï testify about me that the Father has sent me.   

JOHN 5:36 

God sent Jesus Christ to take away sins . . . 

You know that Christ came to take away sins.   1 JOHN 3:5A CEV 

. . . As such, God sent Jesus Christ to save the world 

For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, 

but that the world should be saved through him.   JOHN 3:17 

Jesus came to bring truth 

[JESUS:]  For this reason I was born, and for this reason I came into 

the world ï to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth 

li stens to my voice.   JOHN 18:37B 

Jesus came to enable us to know God 

And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us insight 

to know him who is true, and we are in him who is true, in his Son 

Jesus Christ.   1 JOHN 5:20A 
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Jesus Christôs Humanity 

Jesus Christ became a human being 

By sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and concerning 

sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, é   ROMANS 8:3B 

God sent Jesus Christ ñin a human body like oursò (NLT). 

Jesus was born, of Mary ï after being conceived through the 
Holy Spirit 

Now the birth of Jesus Christ happened this way. While his mother 

Mary was engaged to Joseph, but before they came together, she was 

found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. é 
22

This all happened 

so that what was spoken by the Lord through the prophet would be 

fulfilled: 
23
ñLook! The virgin will conceive and bear a son, and they 

will call him Emmanuel,ò which means ñGod with us.ò   MATTHEW 1:18, 22ï23 

Jesus was a descendant of David 

Remember Jesus Christ, who was raised from death, who was a 

descendant of David, as is taught in the Good News I preach.   

2 TIMOTHY 2:8 GNT 

Jesusô humanity was vital to his mission to save people 

Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, he [Jesus] 

likewise shared in their humanity, so that through death he could 

destroy the one who holds the power of death (that is, the devil), 
15

and set free those who were held in slavery all their lives by their 

fear of death. é 
17

Therefore he had to be made like his brothers and 

sisters in every respect, so that he could become a merciful and 

faithful high priest in things relating to God, to make atonement for the 

sins of the people. 
18

For since he himself suffered when he was tempted, 

he is able to help those who are tempted.   HEBREWS 2:14ï15, 17ï18 

Jesus needed to share in the humanity of Godôs people and 

become like them so as to be identified with them, in a sense 

being one with them. As such he could die as a substitute and an 

offering for them. Partaking of their humanity would also be 

important for him in his ongoing role in helping Godôs people, as 

indicated in v. 18 and possibly also in v. 17. 
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Jesus Christôs Personality 

Jesus was loving 

[JESUS,  TO HIS DISCIPLES:]  Just as the Father has loved me, I have 

also loved you; remain in my love.   JOHN 15:9 

Jesus was compassionate 

When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them because they 

were bewildered and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.   

MATTHEW 9:36 

Jesus was gentle and humble 

[JESUS:]  Take my yoke on you and learn from me, because I am 

gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.   

MATTHEW 11:29 

Jesus was righteous 

For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the 

unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, é   1 PETER 3:18A ESV 

Epilogue:  God Works through Jesus Christ 

God works in all eras through Jesus Christ, impacting all 
things everywhere 

But now in these last days God has spoken to us through his Son. 

God has chosen his Son to own all things, and through him he made 

the world.   HEBREWS 1:2 NCVÊ 

Through the Son, then, God decided to bring the whole universe back 

to himself. God made peace through his Sonôs blood on the cross and 

so brought back to himself all things, both on earth and in heaven.   

COLOSSIANS 1:20 GNT 

God fulfills his promises through Jesus Christ 

For all Godôs promises are ñYesò in him.   2 CORINTHIANS 1:20A ISV 

All Godôs promises are confirmed in Jesus Christ; they are ñfulfilled 

in himò (NLT). 
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