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Vi The Bible Unpacked

Foreword

Introduction

The aim of this book is to give a brief overview of the Bible®
teachings in a clear and readable order, primarily using the Bible itself
T i.e. verses taken from the Bible.

The chapters contain major headings, which in turn contain groups of
sub-headings. The subheadings give key Bible teachings. They are
each followed by a verse/s selected from the verses that the
subheadings were originally derived from. The parts of the verses that
the subheadings reflect are in italics. The verses are sometimes
followed by a comment.

To help readers have a grasp of the context of verses, often a brief
introduction is included, in square brackets. These introductions
usually just state who is speaking and often who they are speaking to.
Apart from God and Jesus Christ, the most prominent speakers are:

1 Moses i who led the Israelites out of Egypt and taught them God& laws;

9 David T Israel& greatest king who wrote many of the psalms,
most of which are essentially prayers;

1 Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel and other prophets i who spoke
to the people of Israel on God& behalf; and

9 Paul, Peter, John and other leaders of the early church T who spoke
to various groups and wrote letters to believers, often to ones in
particular churches.

Much care has been taken to interpret the verses in the light of both the
passage they are from and Scripture as a whole. Nevertheless, if you
encounter a verse that is used to teach something that is contrary to or
goes beyond your understanding, read the section in the Bible from
which it is taken and also consider how its teaching fits in with Scripture
as a whole (e.g. interpret OT teaching in the light of NT teaching).

Note that rather than reading this book from start to finish, for variety
read chapters alternatively from the two major sections of the book,
What to Know and What to Do.
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The Seven Editions of The Bible Unpacked

There are seven editions of The Bible Unpacked, aiming to address
the needs of non-Christians through to mature Christians, from
teenagers to adults. The subtitles of the seven editions and suggested
uses are outlined below. Note that there are also studies based on
some of the editions.

l Two-Minute Edition: Key Bible teachings for people fon the runo
For giving to non-Christians.

Pocket Edition: Key Bible teachings for seekers of truth.
Largely for giving to inquiring non-Christians or young new Christians.

Concise Edition: Key Bible teachings for new believers. |l=h
For either new or young Christians. Suitable to give to non- Studies
Christian friends. Has study series based on it. LJ

@7 Foundations Edition: A compilation of the Bible& teaching
for believers consolidating their faith. For newer Christians.
Study series is ideal for studies with newer believers. Studies

«===y |ntermediate Edition: A compilation of the Bible&
teaching for believers growing in the faith.
For developing a sound understanding of the faith.
Study series is excellent for Bible study groups. Studies

Comprehensive Edition: A compilation of
the Bible®& teaching for believers established
in the faith. For a comprehensive knowledge
of the faith. Useful as a study or a devotional
tool - and preparing talks. Studies are ideal for T
studying topics in detail. Studies

In-Depth Edition: A compilation of the Bible&
teaching for teachers and students of the Bible.

For Christians keen to gain a deep understanding of
their faith. Useful for preparing talks and studies, and
for Bible students and Bible colleges. It is also in an
electronic version, which is a PDF file.

Electronic

Version
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Apart from the longest edition, each edition is an abbreviated version
of the next longest edition. As such all the editions have the same
basic structure. This allows readers to access the Bible® teachings at
an appropriate level and then to progress through to the longer
editions to obtain a deeper understanding.

Note that in the In-Depth Edition i which the other editions ultimately
come from 1 each heading was derived from the verses following it.
As such the headings are based on groups of verses with a common
theme, rather than the verses being selected to support the headings.
In the shorter editions the verses (often only one or two) have been
selected from the original groups of verses under the corresponding
headings in the In-Depth Edition.

For more information go to: www.thebibleunpacked.net

About the Author

Paul Mallison has a BA Dip Ed from Macquarie University, Sydney.
He has spent the majority of his working life teaching students from a
cross section of ages and backgrounds. In his work he has composed
numerous teaching materials.

Paul is a son of best-selling Australian author and international educator
Rev. Dr John Mallison. Paul is credited with extensive editing work on
the two most recent of his father® 20 published books. Paul lives in
Sydney, Australia.
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1. God® Being

GOAB® FOM ..o 6
GOAG GlOIY ..o 6
GOd® ELErnity .....oeevveeeeeiiiiiiiieeeee e 7
God® Greatness and POWET ..........cccoceevveeeiniieenninnn. 7
God®& Knowledge and Wisdom...........cccccvveveeeennnnne 8
God IS Personal ... 8

To begin to understand the Bible, we must know what God is
like. This chapter teaches key fundamentals, providing the
basic concepts for understanding how awesome God is.



6 Part A. God and Spiritual Powers

God& Form

God is one

[JEsus, QuoTING Moses:] Listen, Israelthe Lord our God, the Lord
iS ONe. MARK 12:298 NET

God is a single thing. He is only one being.

God is spirit

God is spirit and those who worship him must worship in spirit and
truth. Jonn 4:24 NoVE

God is a spiritual being. He is not physical like people are.

God is everywhere

[Gop:] | am everywhe® both near and far?in heaven and on
earth. JeremiaH 23:23i 24A CEV

God& Glory

God has great glory

They [kings] will sing about the ways of theoRD, for great is the
glory of theLORD!  PsaLms 138:5 1sv
God& glory is a prominent part of his actual being. In fact his
presence is sometimes described in terms of his glory. God& glory
is also revealed or reflected in his extraordinary deeds.

God is surrounded by light

[EZEKIEL, DESCRIBING A VisioN oF Gob:] | then saw what looked like a
throne made of sapphire, and sitting on the throne was a figure in the
shage of a humarf.’From the waist up, it was glowing like metal in a
hot furnace, and from the waist down it looked like the flames of a
fire. The figure was surrounded by a bright ligifas colorful as a
rainbow that appears after a storm. | realized | swvaeeing the
brightness of th€ORD& glory! EzexieL 1:261 28a cev

Note that LORDOIs the personal name of God.



1. God& Being 7

Godé Eternity

God has always been alive

Your throne, OLORD, has been firm from the beginning, and you
existed before time begarrsaims 93:2 onT

God will live forever

[NesucHADNEzzAR:] Then | gave praise tive Most High Gogl gave
honor and glory tdim who lives forever. Gd@sl rule is forever, and
his kingdom continues for all timepaniew 4:348 ncvE

God does not change

All generous giing and every perfect gift is from above, coming
down fromthe Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or the
slightest hint of change James 1:17 ner

God& Greatness and Power

God is great and awesome

[Moses, To THE IsraELITES:] Forthe LORD your God is God of gods
and Lord of lords, the great, mighty, and awesome @b is
unbiased and takes no brilde, Deuteronomy 10:17 NET

God can do all things i nothing is too hard

[Jos, To Gob:] | know that you can do all things; no purpose of yours
can be thwartedé Jos 42:2 neT

[THE ANGEL GABRIEL, TOo MARY:] Your relative Elizabeth is also going

to have a son, even though she is old. No one thought she could ever
have a baby, but in three months she will have a ¥blthing is
impossible for God Luke 1:361 37 cev

Godd& power is far superior to that of anyone else

[JEHOSHAPHAT, PRAYING TO Gob:] YOU possess strength and power;
no one can stand against yoR.CHroNICLES 20:68 NET
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God& Knowledge and Wisdom

God knows everything
God is greater #m our conscience akdows all things 1 Jorn 3:208 NeT

God even knows the future

[Gop, sPEAKING TO HIs pEOPLE:] From the beginning | told you what
would happen in the end. A long time ago | told you things that have
not yet happenedVhen | plan soméing, it happens. What | want to
do, | will do. IsalaH 46:10 NcVE

God has incredible wisdom

Our Lord is great and has awesome poweere is no limit to his
wisdom PsaLms 147:5 NET

God Is Personal

God has feelings and character

But the LORD God feltsorry for his peopleand instead of destroying
the temple, he sent prophets who warned the people over and over
about their sins 2 cHronicLES 36:15 cEv

€ the Lord is full of compassion and mercyawes 5:118 NeT

God interacts with people

[Gob, SPEAKING OF A PERSON DEVOTED To HIM:] When he calls out to
me, | will answer him. | will be with him when he is in trouble; | will
rescue him and bring him honomsaiwvs 91:15 net



2. God& Character

GOod® HOINESS.....ccoiiiiiiiiciiic e 10
God®& Righteousness and Faithfulness.................. 10
God®& Anger and Jealousy ...........cccceccvvveeeeeeeeeeens 11
God® Love and MErcy........ccccvvveeeeeiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeee 11
GOd® GOOUNESS ......eeeiiiiiiiiee et 12

In order to relate to God, we need to know who God is T what
his character is like. In tackling this topic, this chapter includes
teaching on the two primary personal characteristics of God,
from which his other characteristics come. These are his
holiness and his love.



10 Part A. God and Spiritual Powers

Godd& Holiness

God is holy

Holy, holy, holy! The.ORD Almighty is holy! i1saia+ 6:38 onT

Being holy means that God is morally pure. It also means that he is
separate from and intolerant of anything which is not morally pure.

There is nothing bad in God

[A psamisT:] They will say that the.ORD is good. He is my Rock,
andthere is no wrong in him psatms 92:15 NcvE

God cannot tolerate evil

[HaBakkuk, To Gobp:] You are too just to tolerate evil; you are unable
to condone wrongdoing Haeakkuk 1:13a NET

There is no one holy like God
No one is holy like theORD 1 samuEeL 2:2a NET

God® Righteousness and Faithfulness

All God does is right and just

Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise anxhle and glorify the King of
heaven, forll his deeds areight and his ways are justbanier 4:37a NeT

[BELIEVERS, TO Gob:] Just and true are your way¥ing over the
nations! ReveLaTiON 15:38 NET

God is faithful

[JeremiaH:] The LORDGs gracious love is the reason we are not
consumed, since his compassiomever end**They are new every
morning great is your faithfulness!Laventations 3:22i 23 1sv

God does not lie nor change his mind i he keeps his promises

God is no mere humarie doesii tell lies or change his mind. God
always keeps his promisesiumsers 23:19 cev
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God& Anger and Jealousy

Godd& anger is awesome

[A psawmisT, To Gobp:] No one knows the full power of your furious
anger, but it is as great as the fear that we owe to y@uims 90:11 cev

But God is slow to anger and does not stay angry

The LoRrD is merciful and loving, slow to become anguyd full of
constant love’He does not keep on rebukinge is not angry for
ever. PsALMs 103:8i 9 GNT

God is ajealous God

[Mosks, 1o IsraeL:] TheLORDYour God is a jealous God, like a fire
that kburns things up. beuteronomy 4:24 NcvE

The Hebrew and Greek words translated as fjealousyo convey a
very forceful passion. When used of God, fjealousyois spoken of in
a positive light, as an attribute aligned with his great commitment
to and love for his people.

God® jealousy in regard to his people is like that of a husband or
wife. Their jealousy is a product of their intense love for each
other and aroused by anything that poses a threat to their
relationship. As such God& jealousy is expressed in action
against whatever threatens his people or his relationship with
them. Thus it is expressed both against hostile forces (in saving
his people) and in disciplining his people for unfaithfulness (to
lead them back to him).

God& Love and Mercy

God is love

The person who doed@rlove doesd@ know God, becauséod is love.
°God has shown us his love by sending his only Son into the world so
that we could have life through him Jonn 4:8i 9 ew
The phrase fiGod is loveo (v. 8) implies that God& nature is
fundamentally love, rather than that love is simply a characteristic
of God. It also reflects that God is the sole source of love.
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God®& love is great

[Davip, To Gob:] Your great love reaches to the skigeur truth to
the heaens. PsaLvs 108:4 NncvE

God is merciful and compassionate

[JamEs, To BELIEVERS:] You have heard of J@b patience, and you
know how the Lord provided for him in the end. Foe Lord is full of
mercy and compasSionJaves 5:118 GNT

God& Goodness

God is good
[A psaLmisT, To Gob:] You are good and you do goO@saLms 119:68a NET

God exercises kindness

[A psaLmisT:] How can | repay the.oRD for all his acts of kindness
t0 me? PsaLms 116:12 NET

God is generous
God gives generously and graciously ta alkmes 1:58 onT



3. Jesus Christ

Jesus Christ® Eternity ...........cccoeecvvvieeeeeee e, 14
Jesus Christ®& Pre-Eminence...........cccccceeeveeenneneee. 14
Jesus Christ® Character ...........cccoeeeeviiiiieeeiiinen. 15
Jesus Christ® DiVinity...........ccccoeevvviieieeee e 16

What distinguishes Christianity from other religions is largely
its teachings about Jesus Christ. This chapter looks at this
central figure, including the amazing claim that Jesus Christ is
the Son of God.

13
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Jesus Christ Eternity

Jesus Christ existed in the beginning

[Jown, To BELIEVERS:] @M writing to you, fathers, because you know
Christ who has existed from the beginningioun 2:13a ew

Jesus Christ existed before the world was created.

Jesus Christ will be alive forever

But Jesus lives forever, so he serves as a priest farevetsrews
7:24 GwW

Jesus Christ remains the same

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and foreweskews
13:8 NET

Jesus Christ®& Pre-Eminence

Jesus Christ is greater than all things

Christ is exactly like God, who cannot be seen. He is thebinst

Son, superior to all creation'®Everything was created by him
everything in heaven and on earth, everything seen and unseen,
including all forces and powers, and all rulers and authorifiés.
things were created by GadSon, and everything was made fiim.
YGods Son was before all else, and by him everything is held
together.®He is the head of his body, which is the church. He is the
very beginning, the first to be raised from death, so that he would be
above all others. coLossians 1:15i 18 cev

Jesus Christ has mighty, sovereign power
[PauL, To BELIEVERS:] Finally, build up your strength in union with
the Lord and by means bfs mighty power Epresians 6:10 GNT

[PAuL, sPEAKING OF CHRIsT:] By his power to rule all thingshe will
change ourimple bodies and make them like his own glos body.
PHILIPPIANS 3:20B-21 NCVE
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Jesus Christ has superlative knowledge and wisdom

[THE piscipLES, To JEsus:] Now we know thayou know everything
JOHN 16:30A GW

[JEsus, To His piscipLes:] | will give you words and wisdom that
none of your enemies will be able to oppose or prove wrong
LUKE 21:15 Gw

Jesus Christ has wisdom far superior to that of any enemy that
believers may encounter.

Jesus Christ& Character

Jesus Christ is holy and righteous

[BELIEVERS, TO Gob:] Then they turned againgour holy Servant
Jesusyour chosen Messiahacts 4:27 cev

[JoHN, To BELIEVERS:] But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate
with the FatherJesus Christ the righteous Qrée 1 Jomn 2:18 NET

Jesus Christ is faithful

But the Lord is faithful and he will strengthen you and protect you
from the evil one. 2 THessALONIANS 3:3 NET

Jesus Christ is loving

[PAuL, To THE BELIEVERS IN EpHEsus:] And | pray that you and all
God3s holy people will have the power timdersand the greatness of
Christis loveéd how wide and how long and how high and how deep
that love is°Chrisifs love is greater than anyone can ever knbut

| pray that you will be able to know that love. Then you can be filled
with the fullness of God.EpHEsians 3:18i 19 NcVE

Jesus Christ is merciful

[Jupg, To BeLIEVERS:] Remain in Gods love as youook for the mercy
of our Lord Jesus Christ to give youretal life. Jupe 1:21 cop® woro®
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Jesus Christé Divinity

Jesus Christ is the Son of God

We have agreat high priest, who has gone into heaven, and he is
Jesus the Son of GotHesrews 4:14a cev

Whenever people with evil spirits saw him, they would fall down in
front of him and shoufjYou are the Son of Gaul! Mark 3:11 ew

Jesus Christ has the nature and fullness of God
He always had the nature of G&d PHiLIPPiaNS 2:6A GNT

For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in theéSon
COLOSSIANS 1:19 NET
The phrase fall his fullnessd means: fthe full nature of Godo
(GNT) 1 fthe sum total of the divine perfection, powers, and
attributeso (AMP); and/or fall of himselfdo (NCV; cf. CEV, NLT).
The latter would mean that God himself in all his fullness lives in
Jesus Christ.

Jesus Christ and God are one i each is in the other

[Jesus, To THE JEws:] TheFather and | are oneé *why do you
say that m dishonoring God because | saitfm the Son of GoiP
God set me apart for this holy purpose and has sent me into the world.
%'If 1ém not doing the things my Father does, @drelieve me>*But
if I&m doirg those things and you refuse to believe me, then at least
believe the things thatrh doing. Then you will know and recognize
that the Father is in me and that | am in the Fathe#in 10:30, 361 38 ow
A number of commentators state that the Greek for fbneo (v. 30)
means fone thingq rather than fone persona God (the Father) and
Jesus Christ are generally understood to have a unity of nature,
but not be the same person. This would include a unity of purpose,
as vv. 371 38a suggest.



4. The Holy Spirit

The Holy Spiritand God ............cccocveeveeeeeiiiiie 18
The Holy Spirit® Divine Characteristics................. 19
The Holy Spirit Is Personal.............ccccceeeeeviiinnnnee. 19

To have a good understanding of God, it is vital that we
know about the Holy Spirit. For the Holy Spirit is God&
Spirit. As such the Holy Spirit is closely linked with God and
what he does.

Note that in regard to the Holy Spirit and God& people, see
the second half of 17. Keys to God& Interaction with His
People, p.75.

17



18 Part A. God and Spiritual Powers

The Holy Spirit and God

The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of God

The earth[in the beginning] was barren, with no form of life; it was
under a rodang ocean covered with darkness. Blo¢ Spirit of God
was moving over the watercenesis 1:2 cev
The Holy Spirit is God& spirit. As such one should bear in mind
that when the Bible speaks of the Holy Spirit, it is in effect speaking
of God himself. This is reflected by the Holy Spirit& divine
characteristics, spoken of later in this chapter.

The Holy Spirit is linked with God& presence

[JoHn, To BELIEVERS:] The people who obey G&lcommands live in
God, and God lives in therive know that God lives in us because of
the Spirit God gave us1 Joxn 3:24 NcVE

This verse links the Holy Spirit with God& presence by teaching
that because believers have God& Spirit, God lives in them.

God, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit are closely associated

[JEsus, To HIs piscipLes:] Therefore go and make disciples of all
nations, bptizing themin the name of the Father and the Son and the
Holy Spirit, &  MaTTHEW 28:19 NET

The phrase fthe name ofddenotes a single name. Here it is applied

to all three of God, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit. As such it

points to a very close relationship between the three of them.

God, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit work together

So Jess said to thenithe disciples] again,iiPeace be with youust as

the Father has sent me, | also send §d6And after he said this, he

breathed on them and safiReceive the Holy Spiritiorn 20:21i 22 net
God sent Jesus Christ to carry out his purposes and Jesus
Christ sends his people empowered with the Holy Spirit to
continue his work.



4. The Holy Spirit 19

The Holy Spirit& Divine Characteristics

The Holy Spirit is everywhere

[Davip, To Gobp:] Where could | go to escape from your Spnit
from your sight? psaims 139:7 cev

The Holy Spirit is eternal

Throughthe eternal Spirihe offered himself to God and cleansed our
consciences from the useless things we had.ddow we can serve
the living God. Hesrews 9:148 cw

The Holy Spirit has sovereign power

[Joun, To BELIEVers:] Children, you belong to God, and you have
defeated these emies. Gods Spirit is in you and is more powerful
than the one that is in the worldh Jorn 4:4 cev

The description of the Holy Spirit as greater than Satan 7 fthe one
that is in the worldoi shows the Spirit& great power.

The Holy Spirit has complete knowledge
For the Spirit searches everything, even the deep things of God
1 CORINTHIANS 2:10 1SV

This speaks of the Holy Spirit searching out or finding out all things
(cf. CEV, NCV, NLT).

The Holy Spirit Is Personal

The Holy Spirit has personal characteristics

[PauL, To BeLiEVERs:] Now | urge you, brothers and sisters, through
our Lord Jesus Christ and througihe love of the Spiritto join
fervently with me in prayer to God on my behaHomans 15:30 net

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulnesSgentleness, and sitfontrol. GaLatians 5:22i 23a
Each of these characteristics is described as a ffruit of the Spiritd
because i like fruit from a tree i their source and means of growth
is the Holy Spirit. Arguably this implies that as their source and the
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one who fosters them, the Holy Spirit& own character is reflected
in them.

The Holy Spirit communicates

[PauL, To BELIEVERS:] The Spirithimself bears witness to our spirit
that we are Go children Romans 8:16 NET

[PauL, To BELIEVERS:] But the Spirit himself speaks to God for, us
even begs God for us with deep feelings that words cannot explain.
ROMANS 8:268 NCVE

The Holy Spirit interacts in other ways

The church became stronger, the Holy Spirit encouraged it and
helped it grow Acrts9:31s cev

[PauL, To BELIEVERS:] But if you are led by the Spirityou are not
under the law. GaLaTians 5:18 NET



Angels, Satan and Demons

Angels and God............ccceeveeeiiiiiie e 22
Angels and God® People......cccccevviiiiiiiiiiiieee 22
Satan® EVIINESS ........ccooviiiiiiiiiie e 23
Satan® POWET ........uvviiiiiiiiie e 23
DEMONS ... 24

To live the Christian life we must be aware of our allies and
chief opponents in the spiritual world. The following teaching
about them includes reasons to always be wary, but also
reasons to be greatly encouraged.
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Angels and God

There are millions of angels, surrounding God

[JOHN, DESCRIBING A VISION OF A SCENE IN HEAVEN:] Again | looked,
and | heardangels, thousands and millions of them! They stood round
the throngof God] € ReveLATION 5:11 GNT

Angels serve God

Praise theLORD, you angels of his, you powerful warriors who
carry out his decrees and obey his ordérBraise thd_oRD, all you
warriors of his,you servants of his who carry out his desires!
PsALMS 103:207 21 NET

Angels are very powerful

[PauL, To BELIEVERS:] And he[God] will give rest to you who are
troubled and to us also when the Lord Jesus appears with burning fire
from heaven withhis powerful angels 2 THessaLoniANS 1:78 NCVE

Angels and God& People

Angels help and care for God& people

All the angels are spiritsvho serve God and are sent to help those
who will receive salvation.Hesrews 1:14 ncvE

The LORDEG angel camps around theorDGs loyal followers and
delivers them. PsaLms 34:7 NET

Angels give people messages

[PauL:] For last night an angel of the Goa twhom | belongand
whom | serve came to nféand said@o not be afraid, Paul! You
must stand before Caesar, and God has graciously granted you the
safety of all who are sailing with yd@u.acrs 27:23i 24 et

Note that the Hebrew and Greek words for fangelo carry the
meaning fmessengera
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Satan® Evilness

Satan is evil and is opposed to God& kingdom

[JESUS, EXPLAINING THE MEANING OF A sTory:] The seeds that fell

along the road are the people who h#ae message about the
kingdom but dorit understand itThen the evil ongsatan] comes and

snatches the message from their heamgrrHew 13:19 cev

Like birds eating up seeds (cf. v. 4), Satan snatches God&
message from some people.

Satan is deceitful

[Jesus, speakING ABouT SaTaN:] Whenever he tells adj hés doing
what comes naturally to him. i a liar and the father of lies
JOHN 8:44B GW

Satan®& Power

Satan has great power and authority in the world

[JoHN, To BELIEVERS:] We are certain that we come from God and
that the rest of the world is undeghe power of the devilSatan].
1 JOHN 5:19 CcEV

But Satan is not as powerful as God or Jesus Christ

[Jonn, To BELIEVERS:] The God of peace will quickly crush Satan
under your feet. Romans 16:20a NET

[Jesus:] But when someone stronger comes and atefdéim, the
stronger one will take away the weapons the first man trusted and will
give away the possessionsuke 11:22 ncvE

Jesus is portraying his defeat of Satan (represented by fthe first
mang through what Jesus accomplished in his mission.

Satan has been condemned
God has already judged the ruler of this worlgbrn 16:118 cev
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Demons

Demons are evil and powerful spiritual beings

[PauL, To BELIEVERS:] FOr we are not fighting against human
beings but againsthe wicked spiritual forces in the heanly
world, the rulers, authorities, and cosmic powers of this dark age
EPHESIANS 6:12 GNT
The terms frulersg fauthoritieso and fpowerso are indicative of the
greati but limited i power of demons.

Demons can possess people and cause them great harm

A Canaanite woman from that area came to Jesus and cried out,
fiLord, Son of David, have mercy on mdy daughter has a demon,
and she is suffering very muohMattHew 15:22 NcvE

Demons fear and have to submit to God and Jesus Christ

[JAMES, EXHORTING HIS READERs:] You believe there is one God.
Good! Butthe demons believe that, too, and they tremble with fear
JAMES 2:19 NCVE

Jesus ordered the spirifiKeep quiet, and come out of him®The
evil spirit threw the man into convulsions and came out ofviim a
loud shriek.*’Everyone was stunned. They said to each ofiwhat
is this? This is a new teaching that has authority behindethives
orders to ®il spirits, and they obey hid Mark 1:25i 27 aw
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6. Godd& Creation

God Makes Everything ........ccccccvvvvvviviiiiiiiiiiieieee, 28
God Sustains EVerything..........ccccceevviiieeeeiniiieeenns 28
God®& Creation of People ......ccccoeeeviiiiiiiiiiiieeee, 29
People and Death............ccccooeeii, 30

The formation of the universe 1 including the world and
everything in it T is the most astonishing thing that has ever
occurred. If we accept the following teaching about God and
creation, then we should have little trouble in accepting the
other claims that the Bible makes about God.
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God Makes Everything

God made the heavens, the earth and everything in them

You are the onlyLORD. You made the heavens, even the highest
heavens, with all the stars. You made the earth and everything on it,
the seas and everything in them; you give life to everything.
NEHEMIAH 9:6A NCVE

All that God made is very good
God saw all that he had madeand it was very good&enesis 1:31a NeT

Because he made everything, all things belong to God

The heavens and the earth belong to you. And so does the world with
all its people because you created théfand everything else.
PsSALMS 89:117 12A CEV

Creation is evidence of God and what he is like, to all people

[PAuL, REFERRING TO WICKED PEOPLE:] They know everything that can

be known about God, because God has shown ib ahem.*’Gods
eternal power and character cannot be seen. But from the beginning
of creation, God has shown what these are like by all he has made.
Thats why those people d@rhave any excuseRowmans 1:197 20 cev

God Sustains Everything

Every creature® life is dependent on God

The life of every living creature and the spirit in every human body
are in his hands Joe 12:10 ew

God maintains nature

[Gobp:] iWhile the earth continues to exist, planting time and harvest,
cold and heat, summer and wintand day and night will not ceasée.
GENESIS 8:22

God continues to maintain these aspects of nature.
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God made and sustains all things through Jesus Christ
Through him God made all things; not one thing in all creation was
made without him.Jonn 1:3 anT

God created the universe by his Samnd everything will someday
belong to the Sor’Gods Son has all the brighess of God own
glory and is like him in every way his own mighty word, he holds
the universe togetherHesrews 1:28i 3a cev

Godd Creation of People

God has made people with a spirit

The LORD i he who stretches out the heavens and lays the
foundations of the earthyho forms the human spirit within a person
T SaysS,€  ZECHARIAH 12:1B NET

God has made people in his own image

Then God sal, fiLet us make humans in our image, in our likeness.
Let them rule the fish in the sea, the birds in the sky, the domestic
animals all over the earth, and all the animals that crawl on thedearth.
?’So God created humans in his image. In the image of i&od
created theme created them male and femaleenesis 1:261 27 cw
That God has made people in his own image is evident in that they
reflect such things as his personal traits i e.g. aspects of his
character and intellect i and that they have a spirit (as discussed
in the previous subsection). Additionally, it is noteworthy that
although God essentially is spirit, some descriptions of visions or
fappearancesoof God speak of him in terms of a human-like form
(cf. Ezekiel 1:261 28; Daniel 7:9).

People are to care for and act responsibly towards creation

Good people take care of their animaisit even the kindest acts of
the wicked are cruel.proverss 12:10 NcvE

[Gop, To THE BayLonians:] Foryou will pay in full for your violent
acts against Lebanon;etrifying judgment will come upon you
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because of the way you destroyed the wild animals living there.
HABAKKUK 2:17A NET

The Babylonians6devastation of the forests of Lebanon (cf. CEV,
GNT, NLT) and their destruction of animals violated humankind®
responsibility towards nature T and they would be punished for it.

People and Death

Every person will die

It is better to go to a funeral than a fe&sit death is the destiny of every
person, and the living should take this to heagtcLesiasTes 7:2 NeT

Peopled spirits exist after death

As they[Jews] continued to stone Stephen, he kept prayiigrd
Jesus, receive my spiit! Acts 7:59 1sv

Here also are the spirits of those good people who have been made
perfect Hesrews 12:23s cev

The reference is to the spirits of righteous people who had died,
and are now linked with the heavenly Jerusalem (cf. v. 22; NLT).



7. God® Sovereignty

God Rules Supreme.......ccccccvvvviieiiiiiiiiiieeee 32
God Asserts His AUtNOIILY .......ccvvveeiriiiieeeiiiieeeees 32
God Has Control over All Things.......ccccccvvvvvvevenen. 33
God Has Control over People .......ccccccvvvvvivivennnnnn. 34

As the one and only God, God has supreme power and control
over all things. Comprehending this and its implications is vital
to having a sound understanding of God and of his relationship
to the world T including his relationship with ourselves.
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God Rules Supreme

He is the one and only God

[Gop:] And there is no other god besides me, a righteous God and a
Savior; there is none besides rffaTurn to me and be saveall theends
of the earthFor | am God, and there is no othersaiax 45:2187 22 Esv

God rules over all

O LoRD, you are great, mighty, majestic, magnificent, glorious, and
sovereign over all the sky and earth! You have dominion and exalt
yourself as th ruler of all. 1 cHronicLES 29:11 NET

God will reign forever

But you, OLORD, reign forever; your throne endures from generation
to generation. LAvENTATIONS 5:19 NET

God Asserts His Authority

God carries out his plans

The LORD Almighty has sworn an ¢l iiWhat | have planned will
happen. What | have determined to do will be dor@an 14:24 ont

God destroys his enemies

But he will pay back those people who hate him. He will destroy
them, and he will not be slow to pay back those who hate him.
DEUTERONOMY 7:10 NCVE

God will impose his absolute rule on all

[JoHNn, DEscriBiNG A vision:] When the seenth angel blew his
trumpet, there were loud voices in heaven, sayiigie kingdom of

the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Messiah,
and he will rule forever and ever°Then the twentfour elders who
were sitting on their thrones in G@dpresence fell on their faces and
worshiped God.''They said,iWe give thanks to you, Lord God
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Almighty, who is and who was, becaugeu have taken ym great
power and have begun to ruleReveLation 11:15i 17 isv

The proclamation in v. 15 and the final phrase fhave begun to ruled
(v. 17) may mean that at this point God has begun to impose his
rule on all. This will involve the appearance of the kingdom (v. 15)
with God& great power being imposed over all things (v. 17).
Alternatively the past tense may be used here to indicate the
certainty of God doing so in the future.

God Has Control over All Things

God has control over evil

[JACOB, REFERRING TO HIS GREEDY UNCLE Lasan:] Your father has
cheated me. He has changed my wages ten tButsGod hasi let
him harm me Genesis 31:7 cw

[PauL, To BELIEVERS:] The only temptation that has come to you is
that which everyone has. But you can tr@std, whowill not permit
you to be tempted more than you can stand. But when you are
tempted, he will also give you a way to escape so that you will be able
to stand it. 1 CorinTHIANS 10:13 NCVE
God has control over and limits any temptation, whether it
originates from Satan or from our own sinful nature. This shows
God& control over evil.

God has control over nature

He loads the clouds with moisture; he scatters his lightning through
the clouds.The clouds go round in circles, wheeling about

according to his [ans, to carry out all that he commands them over
the face of the whole inhabited worldos 37:11i 12 neT

God has control over the nations

[A psaLmisT, TOo Gobp:] May the nations be glad and sing for joy,
because/ou judge the peoples with justice anddguevery nation on
earth PsaLms 67:4 onT
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God Has Control over People

God has control over people®& hearts and minds

When Saul turned to leave Samuel, God changedGSédart.
1 SAMUEL 10:9A NCVE

The LORD caused the Egyptians to think well of theard the
Egyptians gave the people everything they asked for. So the Israelites
took rich gifts from them. Exopus 12:36 ncvE

God has control over people& actions

[DANIEL, To KING BELSHAZZAR:] But you have not glorified th&od who
has in his control youvery breath and all your waysbanieL 5:238 NeT

God controls all that happens to people
Good and bad each happen at the command of God Most High.

LAMENTATIONS 3:38 CEV
[A wise TeacHER:] When life is good, enjoy it. But when life is hard,

remember: Godjives good times and hard timesd no one knows
what tomorrow will bring EccLesiasTes 7:14 ncvE



8. God& Word

What God& WOord IS ......cccovcviveeiiiiiieee e 36
Characteristics and FUNCLIONS...........ccccceeeiiiiieeens 36
God& Covenant with Israel ..........cccocccveeeeiiiiienenn, 37
The Ten CommandmentS..........ccccvveeeeeeeeiinniiiinnee. 38

God®& word is our window to God. For through it we learn
about God and his relationship with us. This chapter begins
with some basic concepts and then looks at a key aspect of
God& word T God& covenant with Israel. This defined God&
relationship with his people in the Old Testament and is critical
to understanding the New Testament.
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What God& Word Is

God®& word primarily is Scripture

All Scripture is inspired by Goé 2 TimotHy 3:16a eNT

Scripture is the writings contained in the Bible. As all Scripture is
inspired by God, effectively it fis God& Wordd(CEV).

Godd& word includes what Jesus Christ said

The Oneldesus] whom God sent speaks the words of Guetause
God gives him the Spi fully. Jorn3:34 nevE

Characteristics and Functions

God®& word is true
The words of theORDare trueé  PsaLwvs 33:4A GNT

God®& word is active and powerful

Gods word is alive and working and is sharper than a dowulged
sword. It cuts all the wajnto us, where the soul and the spirit are
joined, to the center of our joints and bones. And it judges the
thoughts and feelings in our heartsiesrews 4:12 NcvE

God& word can penetrate to the very depths of our inner-selves,
exposing our thoughts and attitudes for what they really are.

Godd& word brings spiritual life

[Jesus:] The Spirit is the one who gives life; human nature is of no
help! The words that | have spoken to you are spirit and are life.
JOHN 6:63 NET

Jesus appears to be saying that his words are spiritual, producing
spiritual or eternal life, by the Holy Spirit (v. 63a).

God& word gives light

[A psaLmisT, To Gob:] Your word is a lamp for my feet and a light for
my path Psaims 119:105 cw

Godd& word gives flightdi guidance and spiritual insight.
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Godd& Covenant with Israel

A covenant is a firm agreement made between two parties. God&
covenants are a key aspect and expression of his word i as are
his commands, prophecies and promises.

God& covenants with people were all initiated by God. They
generally clarified and formalized his relationship with the persons
concerned T who were or who became his people. As such the
covenants included binding promises by God of blessings for his
people, reflecting his purposes for them.

In some cases God®& covenants also outlined what God required of
his people and how they were to relate to him. God& covenant with
Israel is a chief example of this type.

God made a covenant with Israel, based on the laws he gave
through Moses

TheLoRrDsaid to MosesfiWrite down these words, for in accordance
with these words | have made a covenant with you and with rael.
%30 he was there with tHeorD forty days and forty nights; he did
not eat bread, and he did not drink watde. wrote on the tablets the
wordsof the covenant, the ten commandmerttgous 34:27i 28 NET

If the Israelites obeyed God, then they would be his people
and he would be their God

[Gop, To THE IsraELITES:] Obey me and carry out the terms of the
agreement exactly as | commanded you.oli go, you will be my
people and | will be your GodJeremiaH 11:48 NeT

According to the terms of the covenant, Israel was to obey God.

If Israel kept the covenant by obeying God& commands, then

under the covenant they would be God& people and he would be
their God.

Faithful obedience to the law would bring righteousness

[MosEs, To THE IsraeLITES:] It Will be righteousness for us, if @we
careful to obey all the lawbefore the LORD our God, as he
commanded. DeuteroNOMY 6:25 Isv
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The Ten Commandments

The Ten Commandments form the basis of the law that God
gave through Moses. This law is sometimes referred to as the
Mosaic Law.

Commandments for our relationship with God

Then God spoke all these worfls the Israelites]: Al am the LORD

your God who braght you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house
of slavery.’fiYou shall have no other gods besides ffi¥ou shall

not make for yourselves an idol, or any likeness of what is in heaven
above, or on earth below, or in the water under the easbu shi

not bow down to them in worship or serve thénffiYou shall not
misuse the name of the Lord your Gbecause the drD will not
leave the one who misuses his name uighed. *iRemember the
Sabbath day to keep it hoRBix days you shall labor and ddi gour
work, *%but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God. And
you shall not do any work, neither you, nor your son, nor your
daughter, nor your male or female servants, nor your livestock, nor
the alien who is within your gatesexoous 20:1i 58, 7i 10 1sv

Commandments for our relationships with people

fiHonor your father and your mothep that you may live long in the
land which the bRD your God is giving you.*fiYou shall not
murder. *fiYou shall not commit adultery>iYou shall not steal.
®AYou shall not testify falsely against your neighB&tYou shall not
covet your neighb@s house; you shall not covet your neighisor
wife, or his male or female servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or
anything that belongs to your neighbior.exoous 20:12i 17 1sv
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What and WO ..., 40
Consequences Of SiN ......ceeeeeviiiieee e 40
The Law® Provision for Sin.......cooeeeeeeeeiieieeneen, 41

Knowing what sin is and what its consequences are is vital to
understanding both God& relationship with humankind and
the need for Jesus Christ& mission. Knowing about the law&
provision of fatonemento is also critical to understanding
these things.
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What and Who

Sin is breaking God& law

Whoever sins is guilty of breaking Gedlaw, because sin is a
breaking of the law 1 Jonn 3:4 onT

Sin is committed by all people

All of us have sinnednd fallen short of Gdd glory. Romans 3:23 cev

The expression ffallen short of God& gloryo (v. 23) most likely
means that all people have failed to live up to a standard that
matches God& glory. Sin is the reason for this.

Consequences of Sin

Sin results in separation from God

[IsaiaH, TO HIs PEOPLE:] Butyour sinful acts have alienated you from
your God; your sins have caused him to reject you and not listen to
your prayers IsaaH59:2 NET

Because sin defiles us and makes us spiritually funcleang it

separates us from God. For God is holy T set apart from sin and

the resulting spiritual funcleannessa

Sin means that we face God& anger

[PauL, To BeLiEvers:] Actually all of us were like them and lived
according to our natural desires, doing whatever suited the wishes of
our own bodies and mindk our natural conditiowe, like everyone
else, were destined to suffer @d@nger EpHesians 2:3 GNT

All people have lived sinful lives and face the consequences.

Sin results in physical death

Sin came into the world through one man, aislsin brought death
with it. As a result, death has spread to the whole human race
because everyone has sinnerbwmans 5:12 Nt

Note that this verse refers to death initially coming as a
consequence of the first sin, committed by the first man, Adam.
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Sin brings the prospect of eternal death

For the payoff of sin is deattbut the gift of God is eternal life in
Christ Jesus our LordRowmans 6:23 NeT

Here fieathoappears to primarily mean i or at least include i what
is sometimes referred to as eternal fdeatha Because of his justice
God demands that unforgiven sin be punished with everlasting
fdeathg or fdestructiona It involves everlasting separation from
God, in hell. A complementary reason for this fdeatho is that sin
makes separation from God necessary, because of his holiness.

The Law® Provision for Sin

An animal was offered to God to make atonement for anyone
who sinned

[Moses, To THE IsraeLITEs:] If any persorsins unintentionally, then
he must bring a yearling female goat for a purification offeriignd
the priest must make atonement for the person who sins
unintentionallyé to make atonement for him, and he will be forgiven.
NUMBERS 15:271 28 NET
Under the Mosaic Law, when a person sinned the person had to
bring an animal for a priest to sacrifice as an offering of a life to
make atonement for the person.
In the Bible, fatonementois where God accepts such an offering or
sacrifice of a living being as a substitute for the life of a person who
has sinned. (Otherwise the person& life would be required as
punishment for their sin.) As such, God accepts the sacrifice as
payment for the person®& sin. The result is that the sin is taken
away i and so the sinner is forgiven, pronounced righteous and
reconciled to God.

The high priest made atonement for Israel as a whole

[Gop, To Moses:] fiThe priest who is anointed and ordained to act as
high priest in place of his father is to make atonentégatis to put on

the linen gaments, the holy garment§and he is to purify the Most
Holy Place, he is toyify the Meeting Tent and the altar, ahd is to
make atonement for the priests and for all the people of the assembly.
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*This is to be a perpetual sige for youto make atonement for the
Israelites for all their sins once a year. Leviticus 16:32i 34a NET

However, Israel did not keep Godé law and broke his covenant

Samariajthe capital city of northern Israel] fell becausehe Israelites
did not obey thd_ORD their God, but broke the covenant he had
made with them and disobeyed all the laws given by Mdbkes
servant of thd.ORD. They would not listen and they would not abey
2 KINGS 18:12 GNT
Despite the law® provision for Israel® sin, the Israelites as a whole
persisted in sin i rebelling against God and breaking his covenant
with them. This showed that ultimately the law was not sufficient to
deal with sin.
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Reasons for God& Judgment............ccccceeeeeeeeeeenns 44
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An understanding of God& judgment is needed to
understand God himself, and also his salvation for people.
Additionally, the topic of God& judgment contains some of
the most awe-inspiring teaching, and even reasons for hope
for God& people.
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Reasons for God® Judgment

God& judgment is to punish sin

[DanieL, To Gob:] All Israel has broken your law and turned away by
not obging you. Therefore you have poured out on us the judgment
solemnly threatened in the law of Moses the servant of God, for we
havesinned against you.DanieL 9:11 NeT

God®& judgment is to discipline his people

[PauL, To BELIEVERS:] But when we are judged by the Lord, we are
disciplined so that we may not be wdemned with the world.
1 CORINTHIANS 11:32 NET

God& judgment is to punish the wicked

But by the same word the present heavens and earth have been
reserved for fire, by being kept fothe day of judgment and
destruction of the ungodly2 Peter 3:7 NeT

God®& judgment also involves reward for his people

[ANGELIC BEINGS, TO Gob:] It is time for the dead to be judg®dtio
reward your servants, the prophets, the saints, and all who fear your
name both wmimportant and important, and to destroy those who
destroy the earth ReveLaTion 11:188 Isv

This speaks of the future Judgment Day, involving all people.

The Justice of God®& Judgment

God judges fairly

[Davip, To Gobp:] You are fair and honest in your judgmerdad you
have judged in my favourpPsaims 9:4 GnT

God judges correctly

fiyes, Lord God Almighty,your judgments are tie and fairo
REVELATION 16:7B GW



10. God& Judgment 45

God repays people according to what they have done

[PAUL, SPEAKING OF GoD& FINAL JupgMENT:] On that day everyone
will see Gods right judgments®God will reward or punish every
person for what that person has donRowmans 2:58i 6 NcVE

God gives fair warning of judgment

[Gop:] There are times, Jeremiah, when | threaten to uproot, tear
down, and destroy a nation or kingddiBut if that nation |
threatened stops doing wrong, | will cancel the destruction | intended
todo to it. JEremiAH 18:77 8 NET

What God says here regarding nations is also applicable to
individuals.

The Power of God& Judgment

Godd judicial retribution can involve awesome power

The LorRD who rules over all saysDisaster will soon come on one
nation after another. A mighty storm of military destruction is rising
up from the distant parts of the eafihieremian 25:317 32 NET
The fmighty stormd denotes a very powerful force and/or its
destructive effects. This prophecy would be fulfilled through the
invasion by the Babylonians.

God& judgment is inescapable

[PauL, To His rREaDERs:] When you judge people for doing these
things but then do them yoursetip you think you will escape Gid
judgment? Romans 2:3 NET

God& judgment can be terrifying

For if we choose to go on sinning after we have received the full
knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins,
’but onlya terrifying prospect of judgment and a raging fire that will
consume the enemies of Godesrews 10:267 27 1sv
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The Wicked and God& Judgment

People may question God& apparent lack of judgment regarding

the wicked

[JeremiaH:] LORD, when | bring my case to you, you are always
right. Butl want to ask you about the justice you give. Why are evil
people successful?hy do dishonest people have such easy lives?
JEREMIAH 12:1 NCVE

But in due time God does take action against the wicked

[Gop:] To me belong vengeance and recompense. In due time their
feet will slip, because their time of calamity is near and the ¢hing
prepared for them draw nearpeuteronomy 32:35 Isv

Israel and God& Judgment

Eventually God decided to bring destruction on unfaithful Israel

[Gobp:] My people, you abandoned me and walked away. | am tired of
showing mercy; thé why 8l destroy you’by scattering you like
straw blown by the wind. | will punish you with sorrow and death,
because you refuse to change your waysemiaH 15:6i 7 cev

But God promised to spare a remnant of Israel

[ISAIAH, SPEAKING A MESSAGE FROM Gob:] Those who remainni
Judah will take root in the ground and bear frdiEor a remnant will
leave Jerusalem; survivors will come out of Mount Zion. The intense
devotion of the sovereign Lord to his people will accomplish this.
2 KINGS 19:30i1 31 NET

Note that Judah was the name of the southern Israelite kingdom

and that Mount Zion refers to Jerusalem. (Zion was originally the

name of one of the hills on which Jerusalem was built.)
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11. Godd® Promised Messiah

Promise of a Messiah ..........ccooeeiiiiiiiee e 50
Prophecy of the Messiah® Death for Sins............. 50
The Messiah® Identity..........ccooeccciiveieeee e, 51
The Messiah® MiSSION .........ccccverieriiiieeniiee e 52

The Old Testament Scriptures speak of a leader chosen and
sent by God to save his people and to reign forever. This
leader is known as the fChristd or the fMlessiahdi which are
Greek and Hebrew terms respectively, meaning the fanointedo
or the Mnointed Onea

In New Testament times the Jews looked forward to the
Messiah& coming i and many still do today. But the New
Testament provides compelling evidence that this Messiah
was in fact Jesus Christ.
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Promise of a coming anointed one of God

[THE ARCHANGEL GABRIEL, To DaNIEL:] SO know and undstand:
From the issuing of the command to restore and rebuildsdlem
until an anointed one, a prince arrivabere will be a period of seven
weeks and Sixtywo weeks. DaNIEL 9:25A NET

Promise that the anointed one would have God& Spirit

[THE comINg MEessian:] The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me,
because th&€oRrD has anointed m& bring good news to the poor; he
has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the
captives, and the opening of thespn to those who are bound,

ISAIAH 61:1 ESV

Promise that one would arise as a great ruler of Israel

[Gop:] As for you, Bethlehem Hpathah, seemingly insignificant
among the clans of Juda@h from youa king will emerge who will
rule over Israel on my behalf, one whose origins are¢hie distant
past MicaH5:2 NET

Promise that he would bring Godé& salvation to the nations

[Gop, as speakING To THE Messian:] | will make you a light for all
nations to show people all over the world the way to be saved.
ISAIAH 49:6B NCVE

The Messiah would die for people® sins, but then be raised

But he was wounded for the wrong we did; he was crushed for the evil
we did. The punishment, which made us well, was given to him, and
we are healed because of hismds  8But it was theLORD who
decided to crush him and make him suffer. Theb made his life a
penalty offering, but he will still see his descendants and live a long
life. He will complete the things theorD wants him to doMfiAfter
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his soul sufrs many things, he will see life and be satisfied. My good
servant will make many people right with God; he will carry away
their sins. Isaian 53:5, 10 11 NCVE

Verse 5 speaks of the Messiah& suffering for people& sins
bringing them spiritual healing 1 effectively peace with God.
Verse 10 appears to speak of God raising his messianic servant to
life (following his death). The term fhis descendantso(v. 10b) refers
to the servant® spiritual descendants i those who would be given
life through him. The resurrection of the Messiah is further spoken
of inv. 11.

The Messiah® ldentity

Jesus Christ is the one anointed by God, with the Holy Spirit

God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power
and he went around doing good and healingvald were oppressed
by the devil, because God was with himcrs 10:38 i1sv
The Holy Spirit coming down onto Jesus at his baptism (cf.
Matthew 3:16117) was God& anointing of Jesus for his mission.
This also marked Jesus as the Messiah 1 the fAnointed Oneo i
and fulfilled Old Testament (OT) prophecies that God would put his
Spirit on the Messiah (cf. Isaiah 11:2; 42:1; 61:1). Jesus6
remarkable ministry, in which he fwent around doing good and
healingg was evidence of this and that God was with him.

The OT Scriptures show that Jesus is the Messiah, the Christ

For with his strong arguments [apollos] defeated the Jews in public
debates byproving from the Scriptures that Jesus is the Messiah
ACTS 18:28 GNT

JesusoOdeeds showed that he is the Messiah, the Christ

Jesus performed many other miracles that his disciples saw. Those
miracles are not written in this bookBut these miracles have been
written so that you will believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of
God, and so that you will have life by leving in him  Jorn 20:30i 31 ew
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God sent Jesus Christ to take away sins
You know thatChrist came to take away Sing Jorn 3:5a cev

As such, God sent Jesus Christ to save the world

God did not send his Son into the world to cemd its peopleHe
sent him to save themionn 3:17 cev

Jesus Christ came as a human being

By sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful feesh concerning
sin, he[God] condemned sin in the flesB, Rowmans8:38 NET
God sent Jesus Christ fin a human body like ourso(NLT).
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Jesus Christ® MiNiStry.....ccccceeeveeccvvieeeeeeee e eccceene 54
Jesus Christ® Death.......cccccceevvvcccevviieeeeee e, 54
Jesus Christ® Resurrection..........cccceevevveeeessineeenn. 55
Jesus Christ® ASCENSION ......cvevvcieeeeeiiiieeee e 56

In carrying out his mission, Jesus Christ lived a life
unparalleled in word and deed. His life culminated in his
sacrificial death and subsequent resurrection. The Bible claims
that our eternal destiny will be determined by how we respond
to the New Testament® testimony to these events.
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Jesus did the work God wanted him to do

[JEsus, sPEAKING OoF Gob:] He is the one who sent me, and | must
finish the work that he gave me to doonn 4:34s cev

Jesus did many miraculous deeds with God& power
God had given Jesus the power to heal the 8ickLuke 5:178 cev

One night Nicodemus came to Jesus and saihcher, we know you
are a teacher sent from God, becausene can do the miracles you
do unless God is with hith JoHn 3:2 ncvE

Jesus preached the good news of the kingdom of God

Jesus went all over Galilee, teaching in the Jewish meeting places and
preaching the good news about @#&ingdom He also healed every
kind of disease and sicknessiartHew 4:23 cev

Jesusodteaching was from God

[Jesus, To His piscipLes:] | dond make up what you hear me say.
What | say comes from the Father who sent men 14:248 cw

The Jewish religious authorities strongly opposed Jesus

Because Jesus was doing this on $iabbath day, the Jews began to
persecute him*’But Jesus said to thenfiMy Father never stops
working, and so | keep working, t@o:*This made the Jews try still
harder to kill him.They saidfiFirst Jesus was breaking the law about
the Sabbath day. Nowe says that God is his own Father, making
himself equal with Godl Jorn 5:16i 18 NcVE

The Jews compelled the Romans to crucify Jesus

Pilate [the Roman governor] wanted to set Jesus free, so he spoke
again to the crowds!But they kept shoutingiNail him to a cross!
Nail him to a cross} é *The people kept on shouting as loud as
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they could for Jesus to be put to dedtffinally, Pilate gave in.
LUKE 23:2071 21, 23i 24 CEV

Pilate was trying to reason with crowds led by the Jewish religious
authorities.

It was God& will that Jesus die T for everyone

[PETER, TO A CROWD OF LARGELY JEws:] In accordance with his own plan
God had already decided that Jesus would be handed over to you;
and you killed him by letting sinful men crucify himcrs 2:23 ont

Goddidn& spare his own Son but handed him over to death for all of
US. ROMANS 8:32A GOD& WORD®

God raised Jesus from the dead

But God raised him from death, setting him free from its power
because it wasnipossible that deatlshould hold him prisoner.
ACTS 2:24 GNT

Jesusdbody was not found in his tomb

[AN EARLY BELIEVER:] Some of the women from our group startled us.
They went to the tomb early this mimg **and didré find his body.

They told us that they had seen angelowsaid that his alive.
*Some of our men went to the tomb and found it empty, as the women
had said but they did@ see him Luke 24:22i 24 cw

Jesus appeared to people after his resurrection

After his death Jesus showed the apostles a lot of conviecidgnce
that he was alive. For 40 days he appeared to them and talked with
them about the kingdom of Godcrs 1:3 ow
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Jesus was taken up to God in heaven

They [two angels] said, iWhy are you men from Galilee standing
here anddoking up into the sky3desus has been taken to heaven.
But he will come back in the same way that you have seen him go.
ACTS 1:11 CEV

God gave Jesus Christ great glory

He [Jesus] was humble and walked the path of obedience all the way
to deatld his deah on the crossFor this reason God raised him to

the highest place above and gave him the name that is greater than
any other name'’And so, inhonor of the name of Jesus all beings in
heaven, on earth, and in the world below will fall on their knees,
Mand all will openly proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lotd the glory

of God the Father.pHiLippians 2:87 11 GNT
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Jesus Christ® Sacrifice for Us ......cccccevvcvveeeeiicnnnnnn. 58
Forgiveness of Sins through Jesus Christ............. 58
Salvation and Life through Jesus Christ................ 59
Salvation for the Gentiles .......cccccccovviiiiiiienniinnnnnns 60

The teachings in this chapter are at the absolute heart of the
New Testament and the gospel message. It is critical for
anyone trying to comprehend the Christian faith to soundly
understand them.
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Jesus Christ®& Sacrifice for Us

Jesus Christ died as a sacrifice for our sins

We need a priest who doésinave to bring daily sacrifices as those
chief priests did. Firsthey brought sacrifices for their own sins, and
then they brought sacrifices for the sins of the peal@sus brought
the sacrifice for the sins of the people once and for all when he
sacrificed himself. Hesrews 7:27 ow

Jesus Christ died as a sacrifice to God for people& sini fonce and

for alla His sacrifice is enough for the sins of all people. Now no

more sacrifices need to be made.

So, Jesus Christ died for us

But God demonstrates his own love for us, in thiaile we were still
sinners, Christ dig for us Rowmans 5:8 NET

Jesus Christ gave his life as a substitute for our lives. He died in
our place to pay the penalty for our sin, so that we would not have
to pay it ourselves with everlasting death. Instead we can have
everlasting life. This is life which extends beyond physical death.

Note that as the Son of God, Jesus Christ& life is worth infinitely
more than our lives, and so his death was an adequate sacrifice for
any number of people.

Forgiveness of Sins through Jesus Christ

Jesus Christé sacrifice means that our sins can be forgiven

But Christ came only once and for all time at just the right time to
take away all sin by sacrificing himseffJust as everyone must die
once and be judge®so Christ was offered as a sacrifice one time to
take away the sins of many peoplessrews 9:268i 28a NCVE

[PauL, To BeLiEvers:] Forby the blood of Christ we are set free, that
is, our sins are forgiven EpHesians 1:78 GNT

The mention of Jesus Christ® fbloodd is a reference to his
sacrificial death for us, by which we can be forgiven.
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Through Jesus Christ® death we can be at peace with God

[PauL, To BELIEVERS:] You used to be far from God. Your thoughts
made you his enemies, and you did evil thif§But his Son became

a human and died. So God deapeace with you, and now he lets you
stand in his presence as people who are holy and faultless and
innocent CoLosslans 1:21i 22 cev

Jesus Christ® resurrection was also crucial

Jesus was given to die for our sins, Ardvas raised from the dead to
make us right with God Rowmans 4:25 NcvE

Jesus Christ& resurrection was crucial for us to be made right with
God i i.e. to be forgiven and at peace with him.

God provides salvation through Jesus Christ

[PauL, To BeLIEVERS:] God did not choose us to suffer his anger but to
have salvation through our Lord Jesus ChristrressaLonians 5:9 NcvE

We can only be saved through Jesus Christ

Salvation is to be found through him alone; in all the world there is
no one elsevhom God has given who can save usrs 4:12 onT

Jesus repliediil am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes
to the FathefGod] except through meJomn 14:6 NeT
The first statement most likely means that: Jesus is the way to God
because he is the one who provides truth and spiritual life. The
second statement clearly states that Jesus is the only way to God.
This indicates that he is the only source of salvation.

Through Jesus Christ we can have eternal life

God loved the people of this wd so much that he gave his only Son,
so thateveryone who has faith in him will have eternal life and never
r e al | y*Evkiyame whe has faith in the Son has eternal Hite.

no one who rejects him will ever share in that life, and God will be
angrywith them forever. Jonn 3:16, 36 cev
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In OT times it was firstly only the Israelites, then after the
Babylonian captivity more specifically the Jews, who were fGod&
peopled and as such knew the way of God& salvation. But
through Jesus Christ& mission, God has made salvation open to
the Gentiles.

God has provided salvation for the Gentiles through Christ

God did this[revealed his plan of salvation] because he wanted you
Gentiles to understand his wonderful and glorious mystand the
mystery is that Christ lives in you, and he is your hope of sharing in
Gods glory. coLossians 1:27 cev

God has made the way of faith in Jesus Christ open to Gentiles
as well as Jews 1 there is no difference

God puts people right through thdiith in Jesus Christ. God does
this to all who believe in Christ, because there is no difference:at all
é *%God is one, and he will put the Jews right with himself on the
basis of their faith, and will put the Gentiles right through their faith.

ROMANS 3:22, 30 GNT



14. The New Order

Righteousness by Faith and Grace...................... 62
A New CoveNaNt..........uuuvuvuimimiiiiiiiiiniieiineenenenenenenes 63
Other Key ASPECLS......cccccevvvvviiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee, 64

Through what Jesus Christ accomplished, God has
established a new order in his relationship with the world. This
chapter outlines the key aspects of this new order.
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Righteousness by Faith and Grace

We are not made right by obeying the law i but by faith in Christ

Forno one is put right in Gas sight by doing what the Law requires
what the Law does is to make people know that they haredi
ZBut now Gods way of putting people right with himself has been
revealed. It has nothing to do with lawven though the Law of
Moses and the prophets gave their witness t&@od puts people
right through their faith in Jesus ChristRomans 3:20i 224 GNT
The Israelites failed to keep God& law that he gave to them
through Moses. Their experience showed that people are
incapable of keeping the law. As such, we are unable to earn
righteousness and be made right with God through the law.
But through Jesus Christ®& death, God has provided a new way of
righteousness through having faith in Jesus Christ. This involves
believing Jesus Christ to be (with what he has accomplished) the
means of righteousness i and accordingly trusting in him for one&
own righteousness.

We are made right by God& grace, through Jesus Christ i not
by law
[PauL:] | do not set aside the grace of God, for if righteousness comes
through the law, then the Messiah died for nothir@wamians 2:21 1sv
God& grace is his free and undeserved favor to people. By God&
grace we are granted righteousness through Jesus Christ& death
for us 1 as opposed to earning righteousness through obeying the
law. Otherwise Christ& death would have been pointless.

So, we are saved by God& grace rather than by what we do

For by grace you are saved through faith, and this is not from
yourselves, it is the gift of Godit is not from worksso that no one
can boast. ErHEsIANS 2:87 9 NET

In this context, fivorksorefers to things one does to attempt to work

for or earn righteousness and salvation i notably in trying to fulfill
the law& demands.
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A New Covenant

Through Christ believers have been released from the law

[PauL, To BeLiEvers:] And sothe Law was in charge of us until
Christ came, in ordr that we might then be put right with God
through faith.”>Now that the time for faith is here, the Law is no
longer in charge of us.GaLatians 3:24i 25 eNT

The law was only ever to be the authority over God& people until
Jesus Christ came, when faith would take its place as the way for
God& people to be made righteous.

Note that the law®& commands that are applicable either to the
believer& new spiritual relationship with God or to their
relationships with other people are still relevant. For they give
guidance in how to please God.

The first covenant was inadequate and superseded by the
superior new covenant i through Christ

But now, Jesus has been given priestly work which is superior to
theirs [the priestsd ministry], just asthe covenant which harranged
between God and his people is a better one, because it is based on
promises of better thingdlf there had been nothing wrong with the
first covenant, there would have been no need for a second bBg. ...
speaking of a new covenant, God has en#lie first one old; and
anything that becomes old and worn out will soon disappear.
HEBREWS 8:61 7, 13 GNT

The covenant which God made with Israel, based on the law, is
often referred to as the first covenant or old covenant. It proved
inadequate as Israel could not keep the covenant laws and so be
righteous before God.

So God introduced a superior new covenant i through Jesus
Christ, who is now the high priest of God& people (as per the
following subsection). Under this new covenant, God& people
have not only been released from the old covenant® law, God&
laws in fact become internal principles for them, not just
commands from an external source (cf. Hebrews 8:10).
Additionally, God& people can be sure that their sins are truly
forgiven (cf. Hebrews 8:12).
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Jesus Christ is now the high priest of God& people,
interceding for them before God in heaven

[THE WRITER, TO BELIEVERS:] We have a high priest who sits on the
right side of God throne in heaverfOur high priest serves in the
Most Holy Place, e true place of worship that was made by Gud

by humans. Heerews 8:1i 2 ncvE

[PauL, To BeLievers:] Christ died and was raised to life, amow he
is at Gods right side, speaking to him for.ugomans 8:34s cev

The kingdom of God came in Jesus Christ®& mission

He [Jesus] said, AThe right time has come. The kingdom of God is
near. Change your hearts and lives and believe the Good Blews!
MARK 1:15 NCVE
With Jesusbmission, the time had come for the kingdom of God to
come near. As such, a more far-reaching, spiritual dimension of
God& reign was established. It exists primarily in the hearts and
minds of God& people (cf. Luke 17:20bi 21). Bear in mind that at
the end of the age, God& kingdom and authority will be fully
imposed over all things.

God has made Jesus Christ Lord of all

You know the message hgsod] sent to the people of Israel,
proclaiming the Good News of peace throulgisus Christ, who is
Lord of all. Acts10:36 onT

ThenGod gave Christ the highest place and hondredname above
all others.'®So at the name of Jesus everyone will bow down, those in
heaven, on earth, and under the eaftiAnd to the glory of God the
Father everyone will openly agreefiJesus Christ is Lord!
PHILIPPIANS 2:91 11 CEV
God has made Jesus Christ Lord of all things, to rule over all
creation on God®& behalf. Note that vv. 107 11 above speak of all
people in the future acknowledging Jesus Christ& position as Lord.
He also holds this position now.
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The history of the world as we know it will culminate in Jesus
Christ® dramatic and awesome return. Associated with this is
God® final judgment of all people. Afterwards the wonderful and
everlasting life with God will begin, for those who are his people.
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Jesus Christ will return at an unexpected time

You know very well thathe day the Lord comes again will be a
surprise, like a thief that comes in the nightTHessaLonians 5:2 NevE

No one knows when that day or hour will cémet the angels in
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Fatidpecause just as it was in
the days of Noah, so it will be when the Son of Masus] comes.

*In those days before the flood, people werengatind drinking,
marrying and giving in marriage right up to the day when Noah went
into the ark.**They were unaware of what was happening until the
flood came and swept all of them away. Thabw it will be when the
Son of Man comesMaTTHEw 24:36i 39 Isv

Jesus Christd return will be preceded by distressful events

And when you hear of wars and rebellions, do not be afraid. For
these things must happen first, but the end will not come atdonce.
®Then heJesus] said to themfiNation will rise up in ams against
nation, and kingdom against kingdom!There will be great
earthquakes, and famines and plagues in various places, and there
will be terrifying sights and great signs from heavefxe 21:9i 11 neT

Awesome cosmic events will occur prior to Christé return

Soon after the trouble of those days sun will grow dark, the moon
will no longer shine, the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers in
space will be driven from their coursé8Then the sign of the Son of
Man [Jesus] will appear in tle skyé . MarttHEw 24:291 30A GNT

Jesus Christ will return with his angels and in great glory

He will do thiswhen the Lord Jesus appears from heaven with his
mighty angelsé 2 THessaLoNIANS 1:78 GNT

Thenthe Son of Man will be seen, coming in a cloutth\great power
and glory Luke 21:27 cev
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On his return, Jesus Christ will judge and reward all people
according to what they have done

For the Son of Man will come with his angels in the glory of his
Father, and then he will reward dagerson according to what he
has done. MATTHEwW 16:27 NET

Those who have believed in Jesus Christ will be saved

[A JAILER, TO PAUL AND SiLas:] AiWhat must | do to be save?They
replied, iHave faith in the Lord Jesus and you will be savEds is
also true for eeryone who lives in your home. Acrs 16:308i 31 cev

Those who have rejected Christ will be condemned

The one who does not believe has been condemned already, because
he has not believed in the name of the one and only Son of God
JOHN 3:18B NET

This and the above subsections show that people will be judged
according to their deeds and their response to Jesus Christ.

The ungodly will be thrown into fire

And Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fitee lake of
fire is the second déa ®And anyone whose name was not found
written in the book of life was thrown into the lake of fire.
REVELATION 20:147 15 NCVE

What people have known will be taken into account

For all who have sinned apart from the law will also perish apart
from thelaw, and all who have sinned under the law will be judged by
the law. Romans 2:12 1sv

Gentiles without knowledge of the Mosaic Law, by nature have a
grasp of its requirements (cf. vv. 141 15) and will be judged as such
(v. 12a). Those who know the law have a clearer understanding of
what God requires, and so they will be judged more strictly
(v. 12b).
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Godd& people will be given eternal life

[Jupg, To BELIEVERS:] Keep yourselves in Gdd love as youvait
for the Lord Jesus Christ with his nogrto give you life forever
JUDE 1:21 NcVE

There will be no more sorrow and no more death

He [God] will wipe away all tears from their eyes. There will be no
more death, no more grief or crying or pain. The old things have
disappeared. ReveLATION 21:4 GNT

Goddé people will be with God and Jesus Christ forever

[JoHN, DEscRIBING A vision:] | heard a loud voice shout from the
throne: Gods home is now with his people. He will live with them,
and they will be his own. Yes, God will make his home among his
people. ReveLaTion 21:3 cev

[PauL, To BELIEVERS:] Then we who are alive and remain will be
caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air.
And sowe will be with the Lord forever 1 THessaLonians 4:17 isv
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16. The Standing of God& People

Prelude ... 72
Belonging t0 GOd .......oocvveiiiiiiiieee e 72
Being God®& Family.........ccccceeeeeeeiiiiccciiieeeece e 73
Being findJesus Christ .......ccccceeeiiiiiiciiiieeee e 73

This chapter looks at the position or standing of God& people
in relationship to God. Probably the most basic aspect of this is
simply that they are God& people and so belong to him. As
such the relationship between believers and God is both a
strong one and a close one. This is underlined by the teaching
that God& people are now findJesus Christ.
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Prelude

God calls people to be his people

[PETER, TELLING A CROWD OF THE PROMISE OF THE HoLy SpiriT:] For
the pramise is for you and for your children and for all who are far
off, eveyone whom the Lord our God calls to himsebcrs 2:39 esv

God enables people to believe and turn to Jesus Christ

But other believers, who were from Cyprus and Cyrene, arrived in
Antioch. They started to spread the Good Newsuatite Lord Jesus
to Greés. >’The Lords power was with his followers, and a large
number of people believed and turned to the Lordrs 11:20i 21 cw
The people& belief and turning to the Lord (v. 21b) is attributed to
neither how the message was presented nor the people& own
initiative, but to the Lord& power (v. 21a). Note that in believing
and turning to God (or Jesus Christ), we become his people.

Belonging to God

Godd& people belong to him

[PauL, To BELIEVERS:] You put your faith in Christ and were given
the promised Hiy Spirit to show thatyou belong to God

EPHESIANS 1:13 CEV

They are God& people

[PauL, To BELIEVERS:] GoOd loves you and has chosen yolhissown
special people So be gentle, kind, humble, meek, and patient.
COLOSSIANS 3:12 CEV

God is their God

[ABIJAH, KING OF JupaH:] But as for usthe LORDis our Godand we
have not rejected him2 cHroNicLES 13:10A NET
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Being God® Family

Each believer belongs to the family of God

[PauL, To NoN-JEwIsH BELIEVERS:] NOw you who are not Jewish are
not foreignersor strangers any longer, but are citizens together with
Gods holy peopleYou belong to Gdd family. Epresians 2:19 NovE

God is the Father of his people

[PauL, To BELIEVERS:] Grace and peace to you fraBod our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christtomans 1:78 NET

Godd people are his children

But to all who did accept hirfuesus] and believe in him he gave the
right to become children of Go&They did not become his children
in any human way by any luman parents or human desifEney
were born of God.Jown 1:12i 13 NcvE
Those who accept Jesus Christ and believe in him (v. 12a) are
enabled to become God& children (v. 12b) i born of God (v. 13)
into spiritual life.

Godd& people form his church

[PauL, To cHURcH LEADERS:] Be like sh@herds toGods chuch. It is
the flock that he bought with the blood of his own Sa¢rs 20:28s cev

Being fiino Jesus Christ

God& people are fiind Jesus Christ

From Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, to the saints
[believers], the faithful in Christ Jesus Epnesians 1:1 NET

Being find Jesus Christ involves the association of believers with
Jesus Christ. Through this association they participate with Jesus
Christ in such things as: his victory over sin and death; his life; and
other blessings he has won.
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filnd Jesus Christ they are redeemed and forgiven

[PauL, To BELIEVERS:] In him we have redemption, the forgiveness of
SiNS. CoLossiANs 1:14 1SV

Note that fredemptiono or being fredeemedo refers to the concept
of being bought by God, with Jesus Christ& death, from
enslavement to sin.

Through Jesus Christ God& people have access to God

[PAauL, To BELIEVERS:] Yes,it is through Christ we all have the right
to come to the Father in one SpiriErHesians 2:18 NcvE

Verses such as this which speak of God& people relating to God
(e.g. praying to him) fthroughdJesus Christ, appear to have in view
one or more of the following three concepts: Jesus Christ& death
opening the way into God& presence; Jesus Christ& priesthood;
and God& people being find Jesus Christ. All three of these are
aspects of Jesus Christ& role as a mediator in a believer®
relationship with God.
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God®& Presence with His People........ccccocceeveerennns 76
God& Knowledge of His People........cccccevviiieenenns 76
God® Love, Faithfulness and Grace...................... 77
God® Gift of the Holy Spirit.........ccoovecciiiieeeeeenennns 77
Roles of the Holy Spirit.....c.cocoveeiiiiiiiiieeee e 78

This chapter discusses key factors that underlie and influence
all God does in relating to his people. The latter part looks at
God& incomparable gift of his Holy Spirit, which is at the heart
of God® relationship with each believer.
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Godd® Presence with His People

God and Jesus Christ are always with their people

[Gob:] Just as | was with Moses, so | will be with you. | will not leave
you or forsake you.JosHua 1:58 Esv

[Jesus:] And remember, | am with you always, to the end of the age
MATTHEW 28:208B NET

Note that most of what this and the following chapters in Part D
say about God is also applicable to Jesus Christ.

God is with his people in trouble T and sees them through it

God is our refuge and strengthn everpresent help in times of
trouble. PsaLms 46:1 ow

[Gop:] When you pass through the waters, | am with you; when you
pass through the streams, they will not overwhelm you. When you
walk through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not harm
YOU. IsAIAH 43:2 NET

God& Knowledge of His People

God knows his people

[Gop, To MosEes:] | know you by nameExopus 33:178 isv

The expression fi know you by nameo indicates: intimate
knowledge i A know you very welld (GNT, NCV); and a personal
relationship i fyou are my friendo(NLT, cf. CEV).

God knows his people& needs

Your Father[God] already knows what you need before you ask him.
MATTHEW 6:8B GNT

God even enables his people to know him

[PauL, To BELIEVERS:] | always remember you in my prayers,
17asking the God of our Lord JesU#rist,the glorious Father, to give
you a spirit of wisdom and revelation so that you will know him
better EpHesians 1:168i 17 NcVE
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God& Love, Faithfulness and Grace

God loves his people greatly

[Davip, To Gob:] You are good to us and forgivinfyll of constant
love for all who pray to yau PsaLms 86:5 GNT

God is faithful to his people

TheLoRD always proves faithful and reliable to those who follow the
demands of his covenantsacvs 25:10 NeT

God shows much grace to his people

[PAuL, To THE CorINTHIANS:] And in their [needy believersg prayers
on your behalf they long for you becausetttd extraordinary grace
God has shown to you2 CoriNTHIANS 9:14 NET
Here Paul speaks of God& grace in moving the Corinthians to
generously give towards supporting needy believers. The verse
illustrates that God& grace (his undeserved favor) is shown not
only in his provision of salvation, but also in his ongoing dealings
with his people.

Godd® Gift of the Holy Spirit

God gives his people his Holy Spirit, to live in them
[PauL, To BELIEVERS:] All Of this happens becauggod has given us
the Holy Spirif who fills our hearts with his loveRomans 5:58 cev

[PauL, To TimoTHY:] With the help ofthe Holy Spirit who lives in ys
protect the Good News that has beatrusted to yau 2 TimotHy 1:14 cw

The Holy Spirit is Godé& seal, guaranteeing what is to come

[PauL, To BELIEVERS:] When you believed in him you were sealed with
the promised Holy Spirit“who is the guarantee of our inheritance
until the redemptiof Gods own possessioio his praise and glory.
EPHESIANS 1:13B1 14 1SV

God& fown possessiono refers to believers, who have been
marked as such by being given the Holy Spirit.
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Roles of the Holy Spirit

The Holy Spirit brings spiritual life and spiritual Afruito
It is the Spirit that gives life.Jjorn 6:63a NcVE

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulnes?gentleness, and satbntrol. There is no law
against such thingscaiatians 5:221 23 1sv

The Holy Spirit helps Godé& people

[PauL, To BELIEVERS:] INn certain ways we are weak, but the Spirit is
here to help us. For example, when we dd&now what to pray for,
the Spirit prays for usn ways that cannot be put into words.
ROMANS 8:26 CEV

God works through his people by the Holy Spirit

[GoDp, To ZERUBBABEL WHO WAS A LEADER oF THE JEws:] | am theLORD
All-Powerful. Sadond depend on your own power or strength, but on
my Spirit.”Zerubbabel, that mountain in front of you will be leveled to
the ground. Tien you will bring out the temg@gemost important stone
and shoutfiGod has been very kinil. zecrarian 4:68i 7 cev
God would accomplish the work he was doing through
Zerubbabel by his Spirit. By the Holy Spirit Zerubbabel would
overcome mountainous problems, in completing the work of
rebuilding the temple.
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Spiritual Life ..., 80
HOIINESS ... 80
Spiritual Attributes.........ccccovviii, 81
How God Transforms .........cccceevveeviiiiiiiineeennee e 82

Each Christian is being remarkably transformed by God. This
chapter looks at what changes are involved and how God
brings about these changes.
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Spiritual Life

God®& people are given spiritual life

[Jesus:] The Spirit is the one who gives jifeuman nature is of no
help! The words that | have spoken to you are spirit and are life.
JOHN 6:63 NET
Jesusdwords, together with the Holy Spirit, bring life. They give
believers a spiritual awareness that enables them to live in
relationship with God. As such they are falive to Goda

In union with Jesus Christ, their sinful selves have idiedd and
they are now spiritually alive

[PauL, To BELIEVERS:] We know that the persons we used to be were
nailed to the cross with Jesus. This was done, so that our sinful bodies
would no longer behe slaves of sifWe know that sin doegnhave
power over dead peopl®s surely as we died with Christ, we believe
we will also live with himé *é Christ Jesus has given life to you,
and you live for God.Romans 6:6i 8, 118 cev

In our union with Jesus Christ we are identified with him in his

death and resurrection. In a spiritual sense our old sinful selves

have died with him in his death and we have been made alive

spiritually with him in his post-resurrection life.

As such, God& people are spiritually reborn of God

They did not become his children in any humandaay any human
parents or human desire. They were born of Gaehn 1:12i 13 ncvE

Holiness

Holiness concerns being set apart for God - dedicated to him, for
such purposes as doing his work and worshiping him. This
involves them being made pure from sin.

Being made holy has a couple of phases. Firstly, when a person
comes to faith their sins are forgiven and as such they are holy.
Secondly, believers are made holy in that they are continually
being transformed by God, becoming more like Jesus Christ and
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increasingly devoid of sin. This process is often referred to as
fsanctificationa

God& people are made holy, through Jesus Christ& sacrifice

He [Jesus] suffered to make the people holy witts own blood
HEBREWS 13:12B GW

Godd& people are being transformed to be like Jesus Christ

[PauL, To BELIEVERS:] Our faces, then, are not covered. We all show
the Lords glory, andwe are being changed to be like him
2 CORINTHIANS 3:18A NCVE
With the development of the believer& holiness, their characters
grow more like Christ. As such believers increasingly reflect
Christ& glory.

Spiritual Attributes

God gives his people love and faith

Peace to thérothers and sisteiselievers], andlove withfaith, from
God the Father and the Lord Jesus ChrigbHesians 6:23 NET

God gives his people hope

[PETER, TO BELIEVERS:] Praise God, the Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ. God is so good, afy raising Jesus from death, he has given
us new life and a hpe that lives on 1 Peter 1:3 cev

Through Jesus Christ® resurrection, God has given believers the
hope of their own resurrection.

God gives his people peace

[PauL, To BELIEVERS:] Never worry about anything. But in every
situation let God know what yomeed in prayers angquests while
giving thanks."Then Gods peace, which goes beyond anything we
can imagine, will guard your thoughts and emotions through Christ
Jesus PHILIPPIANS 4:61 7 Gw
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God gives his people joy

[PauL, To BELIEVERS:] May God, thesource of hope, fill you with all
joy and peace by means of your faith in hgo that your hope will
continue to grow by the power of the Holy Spiritomans 15:13 onT

God gives his people wisdom and knowledge

God gives wisdom, knowledge, and joy tocer®ywho pleases him
ECCLESIASTES 2:26A GW

How God Transforms

God disciplines his people as his children, who he loves

[THE WRITER, To BELIEVERS:] The Lord disciplines those he loves, and
he punishes everyone he accepts as his ohib hold on throug
your sufferings, because they are like a fadbatiscipline. God is
treating you as children. All children are disciplined by their fathers.
8 you are never disciplined (and every child must be disciplined),
you are not true children.Hesrews 12:6i 8 NCVE

God teaches his people

He shows those who are humble how to do right, and he teaches them
his ways. PsaLms 25:9 NcvE
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BaASICS..ciii ittt 84
God Saves His People ......ccccovvieeiiiniiieee e 84
God Protects His People.......ccccccevvvvviiiiiiiiiiiiinene, 85
God Sustains His People .......cccccevvvviiiiiiiiiiiienenen, 86

This topic has some of the best-loved verses in the Bible. They
include some of the Bible® great promises, which reassure us
at times when we wonder if God has flost our addressa
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Basics

God cares for his people

TheLoRD is good;he protects his people in times of trouble; he takes
care of those who turn to himnaxum 1:7 ent

[PETER, To BELIEVERS:] And God will exalt you in due time, if you
humble yourselves under his gtity hand’by casting all your cares
on him becaushke cares for you 1 PeTer 5:6i 7 NeT

God consistently helps his people in need

God is our refuge and strength, an eypeesent help in times of
trouble  PsaLvs 46:1 Gw

[PauL:] Butto this very day | &ave been helped by Géd Acrs 26:22a anr

God Saves His People

Note that in reading the verses about God saving his people, we
should bear in mind that the Bible also speaks of God& people
experiencing sufferings common to all people and also persecution
for their faith (cf. 39. Hard Times, p.173; and 40. Persecution,
p.177). God can and does save his people, but also does allow
and even ordain difficult experiences for his people i often for
reasons that may not be clear.

God is always able to save his people

Nothing can prevent theoRD from delivering, whether by many or
by a few. 1 samueL 14:68 NET

God saves his people out of all troubles

[Davip:] | sought theLoRDEs help and he answerederrhe delivered
me from all my fear® °This gpressed man cried out and therD
heard;he saved him from all his troubles ®¥The godly cry out and
the LORD hears:he saves them from all their troubles &The godly
face many dangers, but th®RD saws them from each one of them.
PsALMS 34:4, 6, 17, 19 NET
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God enables them to overcome all that is in the world

[PauL, To BELIEVERS:] If God is with us, no one can defeat @és.
%Can aything separate us from the love Christ has for us? Can
troubles orproblems or siferings or hunger or nakedness or danger
or vi ol enYButieath thése thirgs we have full victory
through God who showed his love for usomans 8:318, 35, 37 NcVE

God Protects His People

God is arefuge for his people

He [David] said, iThe LORD is my rock and my fortress and my
deIiverer,3my God, my rock, in whom | take refuge, my shield, and
the horn of my salvation, my stronghold and my refugge savior;
you save me from violence2 samueL 22:21 3 esv

God guards his people

Look! The one who is guarding Israel neither slumbers nor sleeps.
*The LoRD is your guardian; theLORD is your shade at your right
side.°The sun will not ravage you by day, nor the moon by nighe
Lorp will guard you from all evil, preserving your liféThe LORD

will guard your goings and comings, from this time on and forever.
PsALMs 121:4i 8 1SV

God protects his people from all evil

[Davip, To Gob:] Even though | walk through the valley of the
shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are witle; your rod and
your staff, they comfort mepsaiwms 23:4 esv

God protects them until the end

[PETER, TO BELIEVERS:] YOu have faith inGod, whose power will
protect you until the last day. Then he will save you, just as he has
always planned to doa Peter 1:5 cev

God protects his faithful people from spiritual harm, bringing their
salvation to fruition at the end of the age.
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God Sustains His People

God strengthens his people

Even children become tired and need to rest, and young people trip
and fall. ¥*But the people who trust tHeoRD will become strong
again. They will rise up as an eagle in the sky; they will run and not
need rest; they will walk and not become tiraghian 40:307 31 ncvE

God provides for all their needs i they will not lack anything

[PAUL, TO BELIEVERS WHO HAD suppoRTED HIM:] And my God will
fully supply your every need according to his glorious riches in the
Messiah Jesus PHiLIPPiaNS 4:19 Isv

Then Jesus said to theryWhen | sent you out without a wallet,
traveling bag, or salals,you didrit lack anything, did you?fiNot a
thing!o they answered.Luke 22:35 ow
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BaASICS..ciii ittt 88
God& Work for His People to DO.........cccceeveveeennns 88
God®& Guidance of His People..........ccccoeeeveeeenennes 89
God& Plans for Israel ........ccccvvcvveeiiviiieee i, 89

God has wonderful plans and purposes for his people. Many of
these concern the work he does through his people, with his
incomparably great power. As this chapter shows, God
promises to fulfill these plans and purposes i equipping and
guiding his people accordingly.
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Basics

God has plans and purposes for his people

[Davip, To Gob:] You have made many wonderful plans for us. | could
never speak of them altheir number is so great!psaLvs 40:58 GNT

For David, aftethe had served Gdasl purpose in his own generation
died and was laid to rest with his ancestors, and so he experienced
decay. Acts13:36 Isv

In spite of their troubles, God will fulfill his purposes for them

[Davip:] Though | wik straight into trouble, youGod] preserve my

life, stretching out your hand to fight the vehemence of my enemies,
and your right hand delivers m&The LorD will complete what his
purpose is for me.psaims 138:7i 84 Isv

For theLORD says,dnly when tle seventy years of Babylonian rule
are overwill | again take up consideration for yotihen | will fulfill
my gracious promise to you and restore you to your homel&rat. |
know what | have planned for yésays theLORD. d have plans to
prosper younot to harm you. | have plans to give you a future filled
with hope. Jeremian 29:107 11 NET
Despite his people®& exile in Babylon and the apparent
decimation of Israel as a nation, God would fulfill his promise and
plans for them.

God& Work for His People to Do

God& plans for his people include work for them to do

[PauL, To BeLiEvers:] God has made us what we are has created
us in Christ Jesus to live lives filled with good works that he has
prepared for us to do ErHesians 2:10 aw

God makes them willing and able to do his work

[PauL, To BELIEVERS:] God is working in you to make you willing and
able to Obey him.PHiLIPPIANS 2:13 cev
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God has great power for his people in doing his work

With great power the apostles continued to testify to tharrection
of the Lord Jesysand abundant grace was on them altrs 4:33 1sv

God& Guidance of His People

God guides his people always
[Gop, To His peopLE:] The LORD will continually guide youand
satisfy you even in subaked places.isaian 58:114 cw

Note that the Bible speaks of God guiding his people in fulfilling his
plans and purposes for them. More particularly, it tells of God
guiding them in: living righteous lives; doing his work; and making
choices in other matters.

God guides them in difficult circumstances

[MosEes, To THE IsrAELITES:] He was the one who led you through
that vast and dangerous desed thirsty and arid land, with
poisonous snakes and SCOrpionSsuTeRoNOMY 8:154 Gw

[Davip:] When | am ready to give up, he knows whatdush do.
PSALMS 142:3 GNT

The implication of the second clause is that God not only knows
but also guides in what one should do.

God& Plans for Israel

The Israelites were God& original people, but their disobedience
and rejection of Jesus Christ brought judgment from God. However
a lot of Old Testament prophecy speaks of God& plans for the
renewal of the nation of Israel and Jerusalem in particular. It
speaks of both physical and spiritual renewal, taking place at the
end of this age.

There are differences of opinion as to what degree these
prophecies of a renewed Israel are literal and physical, as opposed
to symbolic or spiritual. If the latter is the case, then the prophecies
are more likely to be referring to all believers i the fnewolsrael. As
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such they would be portraying God& people and kingdom following
Jesus Christ®& mission and/or quite possibly looking ahead to
heaven or the new Jerusalem (cf. Revelation 21i 22).

God has plans to renew Israel

People will sayfiThis wasteland has become litke garden of Eden.

The cities were destroyed. They were empty and ruined, but now they
are fortified and have people living in thém®*The surrounding
nations that are left will know th&tthe Lord, have rebuilt the ruined
places and planted crops ihd land that was empty. |, the Lord, have
spoken, and | will do it.EzexieL 36:35i 36 cw

God will dwell among his people in Jerusalem, forever

[Gob:] | will return to Jerusalem and live there on Mount Zion. Then
Jerusalem will be known as my faithfuly¢iand Zion will be known
as my holy mountain zecrarian 8:3a cev

[Gop:] Ezekiel, son of man, this temple is my throne on ean¥ill
live here among the people of Israel foreverexier 43:7a cev
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Reasons for ASSUIraNCe ..........cccceeevvveeeeeiiiieeeeeee 98

In using the expression fright with Godg this chapter has in
view being made righteous in God& eyes, which involves the
forgiveness of one& sins. The following teaching looks at the
key issue of getting right with God i and at things to do in
association with this.
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Getting Right with God

Believe in God and seek him

But without faith no one can please Gdde must believe that God is
real and that he rewards everyone who searches for him.
HEBREWS 11:6 CEV

Turn from sin to God and believe in Jesus Christ

[PauL:] | gave solemnvarning thathey should turn from their sins to
God and believe in our Lord Jesuscrs 20:218 GNT
We need to believe that Jesus is the Son of God i the Christ (or
Messiah) who the OT speaks about. We also need to believe that
he is the means of forgiveness of sins, with what he accomplished
by his death. As such, we are to trust in him for God® forgiveness
of our own sins. In doing so we are forgiven and thus considered
righteous by God. In conjunction with this we are granted eternal life.

Believing in Jesus Christ brings forgiveness of sins

In addition, all the prophets testify thpeople who believe in the
one named Jesus receive forgiveness for their sins through him
ACTS 10:43 Gw

Believing in Jesus Christ brings eternal life

[Jesus:] For thisis the way God loved the world: He gave his one
and only Son, so thatveryone who believes in him will not perish but
have eternal life Jonn3:16 NET

We need to be open to believing and responding

Jesus called a child over and had the child standhigafThen he
said [to his disciples]: | promise you thislf you dorit change and
become like a child, you will never get into the kingdom of heaven.
“But if you are as humble as this child, you are the greatest in the
kingdom of heavenmarrrew 18:2i 4 cev
This refers to the humility, openness and receptiveness of little
children. These characteristics are required to believe Jesus6
message and enter God& kingdom.
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Do What Is Right

Obey God, along with believing

And by the command of the eternal Godgtit message about Christ]
is made known to all nationthat they might believe and obey
ROMANS 16:268 NCVE

Obedience is vital for acting in a way that is consistent with both
our belief and being considered righteous by God.

Do good deeds, which are an essential part of true faith

His [Abrahamé&] faith and his actions worked together; his faith was
made perfect through his actioés ?°So thenas the body without the
spirit is dead, so also faith without actions is deamdwes 2:22, 26 onT

Live By the Holy Spirit

We have been freed from the law to live by the Holy Spirit

[PauL, To BELIEVERS:] In the past, the law held us like prisoners, but
our old selves died, ande were made free from the law. So now we
serve God in a new way with the Spirit, arat m the old way with
written rules Rowmans 7:6 NcVE

Through what Jesus Christ has accomplished, God& people have

been freed from the Mosaic Law as the means of being right with

him. We are instead to live by his Spirit.

Living by the Holy Spirit involves: being both alert to and

responsive to the Spirit& guidance; and relying on the Spirit&

power, to help us and change us. Along with this, our minds should

be focused on things of the Spirit (cf. Romans 8:5 below).

Instead of living by sinful human nature, live by the Holy Spirit

[PauL, To BELIEVERS:] Now we do not live following our sinful selves,
but we live following the SpiritThose who live following their sinful
selves think only about things that their sinful selves want.tiduge
who livefollowing the Spirit are thinking about the things the Spirit
wants them to do Rowmans 8:48i 5 NCVE
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Reasons for Assurance

The verses in this section give reasons for assurance of things
associated with being made right with God.

Godd trustworthiness

But if we confess our sins to Gode can always be trusted to forgive
us and take our sins awayL Joxn 1:9 cev

Obedience to God

We can be sure that we know God if we obey his commands.
1 JOHN 2:3 NCVE

Love for other Christians

[JoHn, To BELIEVERS:] We krow that we have passed from death to
life, because we love other believersonn 3:14a ew
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What Faith IS.........ccoi 100
What to Have Faith For ............cccooeeieiieee 100
HOPE o 101
What NOt t0 DO ... 102

Faith in God is absolutely fundamental to the Christian life. We
in fact need to continually live by faith, doing so in all areas of
our lives. The verses in this chapter give astute guidance on
this critical subject.
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What Faith Is

Faith involves believing in God

[PETER, To BELIEVERS:] Through Christyou believe in Ggdwho
raised Christ from the dead and gave him gl&g. your faith and
your hope are in God.1 Peter 1:21 NcVE
This links belief with faith (and hope). As such, it reflects that
having faith in God involves believing in him. Such belief includes
believing what he says.

We must also trust in God

Trust in theLoORD with all your heart, and do not rely on your own
understanding. Proverss 3:5 NET

Trusting in God is a key part of having faith in God. Having faith in
God can be defined as believing and trusting God. For we are to
believe in God and what he says, and also confidently trust in him
and what he says in regard to our own lives. One could say having
faith means that: in our minds we are to believe and in our hearts
we are to trust.

What to Have Faith For

Have faith that God will fulfill what he promises

[PAUL, TO MEN SAILING ON A SHIP WITH HIM IN A BAD STORM:] And now

| advise you to keep up your coge for there will be no loss of life
among you, but only the ship will be lo&iFor last nightan angel of

the God to whom | belong and whom | serve came t&'and said,

@do not be afraid, Paul' You must stand before Caesar, and God has
graciously graated you the safety of all who are sailing with you.
*Therefore keep up your courage, men,lfbave faith in God that it

will be just as | have been toldacrs 27:22i 25 Net

Have faith that God will care for you

And what more should | say? For time wia fail me to tell you about
Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David, Samuel, and the prophets.
*Through faith they conquered kingdoms, administered justice,
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received promises, shut the mouths of licfsut out raging fires,
escaped death by the swordund strength in weakness, became
powerful in battle, and routed foreign armiesiesrews 11:32i 34 1sv
Various people of God are shown here to have had faith that God
would take care of them when facing powerful enemies and other
very difficult circumstances.

Have faith that God will do what you ask

[Davip:] LORD, in the morning you will hear me; in the morning | will
present my case to you and then wait expectantly for an answer.
PSALMS 5:3 NET

As Jesus went on from theryo blind men followed hinshouting,
fiHave mercy on us, Son of Dawid®When he went into the house,
the blind men came to hindesus said to thempPo you believe that |
am able to do thig? They said to himfiYes, Lord **Then he
touched their eyes sayiniil.et it be done for wo according to your
faith.0 *°And their eyes were openehartHew 9:27i 30 NET

Hope

Set your hope on God& timely care

[PAUL, SPEAKING OF Gobd& DELIVERANCE:] He delivered us from so
great a risk of death, and he will deliver Wge have set our hope on
him that he will deliver us yet agai@ 2 CorinTHIANS 1:10 NET

Set your hope on Jesus Christ& return and what will follow

[PauL:] At the same time we can expeshat we hope foii the
appearance of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ
TITUS 2:13 GOD& WORD®

Therefore, get your minds ready for action by being fully sober, and

set your hope completely on the grace that will be brought to you
when Jesus Christ is revealed Peter 1:13 NeT
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Hope is vital for faith

[PAauL, To THE CoLossIaN BeLIEVERs:] When the true message, the
Good News, first came to yowou heard about the hope it offers. So
your faith and love are based on what you hope for, which is kept safe
for you in heaven.coLossians 1:5 GnT

Now faith is being sure of what weope for being convinced of what
we do not see.Heerews 11:1 NET

The hope Christians have is not a groundless longing, but a
confident assurance. Such hope stimulates and supports ongoing
faith, which has as its focus that for which we hope.

What Not to Do

Do not be afraid
[Davio:] When | am afraid, | will trust you'l praise God for his

word. | trust God, so | am not afraid. What can human beings do to
me? PsaLMs 56:3i 4 NCVE

Do not worry

Never worry about anything. But in every situation let God kwbat

you need in prayers and requests while giving thafiksen Gods
peace, which goes beyond anything we can imagine, will guard your
thoughts and emotions through Christ JeseisLirrians 4:6i 7 cw

Give all your worries to him, because he cares abmu. 1 Peter
5:7 NcVE

Do not trust in people or things

The LoRD says,fil will condemn those who turn away from me and
put their trust in human beings, in the strength of mortals.

JEREMIAH 17:5 GNT

Those who trust in riches will be ruinebut a goodperson will be
healthy like a green leafpProveres 11:28 ncvE



Loving, Fearing and Obeying God

LOVE GOU......iiiiiiiiiiiice it 104
Fear GOd........cccooviiiiiiiiiiie e 104
Obey GOd........oovvvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 105
Follow Jesus ChriSt........cc.oeeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiecc e 106

Love and fear are arguably the two prime emotions or attitudes
that we should have towards God. Love and fear of God are
both closely associated with obeying him. They are very
strong, compelling emotions and provide the primary emotional
motivation for obeying God (cf. Deuteronomy 10:12i 13). Their
importance is underlined by the fact that obeying God ought to
be a constant aim of every Christian.
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Love God

Love God with all your heart i which is most important

Jesus answeretove the Lord your God i all your heart, soul, and
mind. **This is the first and most important commandmétithe
second most important comnument is like this one. And it is,
fiLove others as much as you love saeifo “°All the Law of Moses
and the Books of the Prophets &x&sed on these two commandments.
MATTHEW 22:371 40 CEV

Love for God and Jesus Christ is shown by obeying them

We show our love for God by obeying his commandmants they
are not hard to follow.1 Jonn 5:3 cev

Jesus replied: If anyone loves me, thaly obey meThen my Father
will love them, and we will come to them and live in theffBut
anyone who doefinlove me, woll obey me. Joun 14:23i 24a cev

Love for God is also linked with loving other Christians

Everyone who loves the Father also lokisschildren 1 Jonn5:18 ow

This verse makes the assertion that everyone who loves God will
naturally love his children as well.

Fear God

Everyone must fear God

Let the whole earth fear tHeorD! Let all who live in the world stand
in awe of him! PsaLwvs 33:8 NET

Do not fear anything but God

[Gop, To Isaian:] Dond be afraid of what thejother people] fear; do

not dread those thing$*But remember that thieorD All-Powerful is

holy. He is the one you should fear; he is the one you should dread.
ISAIAH 8:128Bi 13 NCVE
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But God& people should not live in fear of his punishment

[JoHN, To BELIEVERS:] God is love, and those who live in love live in
union with God and God lives in union with theff.ove is made
perfect in us in order that we may have ame on Judgment Day;
and we will have it because our life in this world is the same as
Christfs. **There is no fear in love; perfect love drives out all fear. So
then, love has not been made perfect in anyone who is afraid, because
fear has to do with pushment. 1 Jorn 4:168i 18 GNT

Knowing and expressing the love of God drives out fear of

punishment from God (v. 18) i particularly as those who live in

love live in God, and God in them (v. 16b). Knowledge of such love

cannot coexist with anxious fear of God& punishment, for they are

not compatible. As such we can look towards Judgment Day with

courage and confidence (v. 17).

Fearing God is closely associated with obeying him

[A wise TeacHer:] Having heard evething, | have reached this
conclusion:Fear God and keep his commandments, because this is
the whole duty of manEccLesiasTes 12:13 NET

Through loyal love and truth iniquity is appeastuipugh fearing the
LoRDone avoids evil Proverss 16:6 NET

Obey God

We should obey God because he is our God

[Gop, To THE IsrAELITES:] | am the LORD your God; follow my
statutes, observe my regulations, and carry them @gxier 20:19 NeT

Obey God always i forever

[A psaLmisT, To Gob:] | will always obey your law, for ever and ever.
PsSALMS 119:44 GNT

Obey God& word

fiRather,how blessed are those who hear @Godiord and obey i
LUKE 11:28B ISV
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Persistently read Godé& word

He should keep [t copy of God& teachings] with him all the time and
read from it every day of his lifebeuteronomy 17:194 NcVE

This instruction is given for the king, but is very relevant to all of
God®& people.

Follow Jesus Christ

Follow Jesus Christ

Jesus then told the crowd and the igikes to come closer, and he
said: If any of you want to be my followers, you must foajsiut
yourself. You must take up your cross and follow mex« 8:34 cev

In order to follow Jesus, we must set aside our own desires, no
longer having ourselves as the focus of our lives. To ftake up your
crossoimplies a willingness to bear any cost i even to give up your
life i in order to follow Christ as his disciple.

Follow Jesus Christ® example

[PauL, To BELIEVERS:] Follow my exanple, as ffollow the example of
Christ 1 CoriNTHIANS 11:1 NCVE

Make Jesus Christ your Lord

Honor Christ andet himbe the Lord of your life 1 Peter 3:154 cev
Making Jesus Christ your Lord involves seeking to always please him.
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Seeking God ... 108
Being Close to GOd.........ccceevviiiiiiiiiiiiee e 108
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This chapter looks at how believers can get close to God, even
knowing him. It then discusses the key topic of prayer i the
prime means of communicating with God.
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Seeking God

Seeking typically involves intense effort, which is very much
applicable to seeking God and fellowship with him. Seeking God
also requires prayer, worship and obedience. Additionally, it
involves persistently focusing on God.

Seek God, with all your heart i and you will find him

Now seek theLORD your God wholeheartedly and with your entire
being! 1 cHronicLES 22:19A NET

[Moses, 1o THE IsraeLiTEs:] If from there you will seek theORD
your God, then you will find him if you seek him with all your heart
and soul. DeuteEroNoMY 4:29 Isv

Seeking God needs to be accompanied by obedience to him

He [Asa] ordered Judah to seek th®RD God of their ancestorsral
to observe his law and commandscHronicLES 14:4 NET

Persistently focus on God

[DaviD, To Gob:] | remember you while@in lying in bed; | think
about you through the nightpsaLms 63:6 NcVE

Being Close to God

Come before God, meeting with him

[Moses, To LEaDERs oF IsraeL:] € when all of Israel comes to
appear before th&oRrD your Godat the place that ik choose, read
this Law aloud to them.peuteronomy 31:11 1sv

Just as the Israelites at times came together before God, believers
can come before God i either as a group and individually. In
coming before God, in awareness of his presence, we can meet
with him. Individual Christians typically set aside some time
everyday to do this, focusing fully on God. Generally this involves
reading the Bible, prayer and even meditation.
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Continue to live before God
He wants you to promote justice, to betit, and tolive obediently
before your God Mica+ 6:88 NeT

We are to constantly live before God in the sense of living in
awareness of his presence, companionship, help and knowledge
of how we live. As such we should think, speak and act accordingly.

Know God, which is linked to obeying his commands

We can be sure that we know God if we obey his comni#ngane
who saysfil know God) but does not obeGods commands is a
liar, and the truth is not in that persomJonn 2:3i 4 ncvE

Praying to God

Pray to God as a caring father

Therefore this is how you should prayOur Father in heavenmay
your name be kept holymattHew 6:9 1sv

[Jesus, To A crowD:] Bad as you are, you know how to give good
things to your children. How much more, then, will your Father in
heaven give good things to those who ask himatrrew 7:11 ont

Having a holy and loving Father in heaven should inspire us to
make requests of him, doing so in awareness of him being such
a Father.

Pray in the Holy Spirit
[Jupg, To BeLIEVERS:] Pray in the Holy Spirité  Jupe 1:208 1sv

Having the Holy Spirit, believers are to pray fin the Holy Spirita
As such we are to consciously rely on the Holy Spirit& help in
our prayers.

Be reverent when praying

[PauL:] | kneel in prayer to the FatherepHesians 3:14 cev
Kneeling in prayer 7 ffall to my knees and prayo (NLT) i is
indicative of reverence for God, and submission to him.
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How to Make Requests

Ask for things in Jesus Christ& finameo

[JEsus, To His piscipLes:] In that dayyou will ask the Father for
things in my namd mean, | will not need to ask the Father for you.
JOHN 16:26 NCVE

To ask in Jesus Christ& fhameois to do so in accordance with all
that his name signifies. It is prayer that is consistent with Jesus
Christ himself and his purposes i and made on his authority.

Ask earnestly and persistently
| cried out with all my heajfiAnswer me, QORD!  PsaLMs 119:145A NET

Jesus toldhis disciples a story about how they shokdep on praying
and never give U@  Luke 18:1 cev

Believe that what you ask will be granted

If you believe, you will receive whatever you ask for in prayer.
MATTHEW 21:22 GNT

Belief in prayer involves an understanding of God& will and
genuinely trusting in God to fulfill his will.

God®& Response to Requests

God answers those who obey and please him

[JoHn, To BELIEVERS:] And God gives us what we ask for because we
obey Goé commands and do what pleases himown 3:22 ncvE

God grants anything that is in accordance with his will

[JoHn, To BeLievers:] We have courage in G&lpresence, because
we are sure that he hears us if we ask him for anything that is
according to his will**He hears us whenever wskahim; and since

we know this is true, we know also that he gives us what we ask from
him. 1 Jonn5:14i 15 GNT
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Glorify God by Your Actions........ccccccvvvvveieiennnenn, 112
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We exalt God by doing such things as glorifying, praising and
thanking him. Exalting God is a very common theme in the
Bible and i as this chapter shows i should also be a very
prominent part of our lives.

111



112 Part E. Relating to God

Glorify God by Your Actions

Glorify God by how you live
So whether you eat or drink, or etever you dodo everything for
the glory of God 1 CorinTHIANS 10:31 NET

God& people are identified with him and so their lives are in a
sense a reflection on God. Thus they should seek to do everything
in a way that will bring glory to God.

Do not dishonor God by your actions
[Acur:] But if | am poor, | mighsteal and bring disgrace on my God
PROVERBS 30:9B GNT

By ungodly actions God& people can bring dishonor to God.
This is particularly so when the actions are known to other
people, as it publicly reflects badly on God as the one to whom
his people belong.

Praise and Thank God

Praise God constantly

Through him[Jesus Christ] thenlet us continually offer up a sacrifice
of praise to Gogdthat is, the fruit of our lips, acknowledging his name.
HEBREWS 13:15 NET

[Davip:] | will praise the LORD at all times; my mouth will
continually praise him. PsaLvs 34:1 NeT

Give thanks to God always

Always give thanks to God the Father for everythinghe name of
our Lord Jesus ChristEpHesians 5:20 NcvE

€ give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in
Christ Jesus for yau 1 THessALoNIANS 5:18 Esv

Give thanks to God with all your heart
[Davip:] | will thank theLorDwith all my heart! psaims 9:14 NeT
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Praise God Because of Who He Is

Praise God because of his greatness
Praise God because he is greabtureronomy 32:38 NcVE

Praise God because of his power

We will sing and praise your power.psaLms 21:13B Esv

Praise God for his wisdom and knowledge

Who can measure the wealth anmisdom and knowledge of God?
Who can understand his asions or explain what he does %
Praise the Lord forever! AmenRowmans 11:33, 368 cev

Praise God for his love and faithfulness

[Davip, To Gob:] | will sing praises to you before foreignerSFor
your loyal love extends beyond the sky, and your faithfulness reaches
the clouds. PsaLms 57:98i 10 NET

Praise God Because of What He Does

Praise God for his creative work

fiOur Lord and God, you deserve to receive glory, honor, and power
because you cetded everything. Everything came into existence and
was created because of your will ReveLaTion 4:11 cw

Praise God for his salvation through Jesus Christ

[ZECHARIAH, SPEAKING OF THE SALVATION THAT WOULD COME THROUGH
Jesus:] Praise the Lord, the God ddrael! He has come to save his
people.®®Our God has given us a mighty Savior from the family of
David his servant Luke 1:68i 69 cev

Thank God for his provision

They [the disciples] also hada few small fish. After giving thanks for
these he[Jesus] told them to serve these as welark 8:7 NeT
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Rejoice Before God

To rejoice is to be glad or joyful. When giving praise and thanks to
God we focus on him, his promises and the wonderful things he
has done. (These include things he has done: in the world; for
others; and for ourselves, including his many blessings.) In doing
so we cannot help but be filled with joy, and so we rejoice.

Rejoice when giving praise and thanks to God

Sing to God! Sing praises to his name! Exalt the one who rides on the
clouds!For theLoRDis his name! Rejoice before himdsawvs 68:4 net

You godly onesrejoice in theLORD! Give thanks to his holy name
PSALMS 97:12 NET

Moreover, rejoice in God always

[ETHAN, SPEAKING TO GoD OF wORSHIPERS:] They rejoice in your
name all dayong, and are vindicated by your justic@saims 89:16 NeT

[PauL, To BELIEVERS:] May you always be joyful in your union with
the Lord[Jesus]. | say it again: rejoice! PHiLpPiaNS 4:4 GNT
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26. Being One Body

Be One Body........cccceeiiii, 118
Do Things Together..........ccooviiiiiii e 119
Love Each Other......cccocvieiiiiiiii e 120
Care for Each Other .........ccccooviiiiii e 120

The New Testament deals extensively with how we should
relate to other Christians and with issues vital for the life of the
church. The topics in this chapter are amongst the most
prominent themes.
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Be One Body

Church members form one body i the body of Christ

[PAuL, TOo THE CORINTHIAN CHURcH:] A persods body is only one
thing, but it has manparts. Though there are many parts to a body,
al | those parts make only one bo
*Together you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of
that body. 1 cornTHIANS 12:12, 27 NCVE

The term fthe body of Christofiguratively depicts the spiritual union

of Jesus Christ with his people. Moreover, it points to the unity

Jesus Christ®& people have together in their relationship with him.

While the worldwide church is the whole fbody of Christg each

local church is a form of fthe body of Christd And in each case the

many members together make one body.

Be united as one

Now the whole group of believers was one in heart and, sod
nobody called any of his possessions his own. Instead, they shared
everything they owned Acts 4:32 1sv

[PAUL, TO THE CHURCH IN CorINTH:] é be united by the same mind
and PUrPOSE 1 CoRINTHIANS 1:10 NET

In the last clause, Paul urges his readers to be united by having
the same Christ-centered thinking and objective.

Be at peace with each other

[PAUL, TO THE CHURCH IN THEssALONICA:] Be at peace among
yourselves. 1 THessaLoNIANS 5:138

[PauL, To THE cHurRcH IN Rowme:] Therefore,letés keep on pursuing
those things that bring peaemd that lead to building one another up.
ROMANS 14:19 I1sv

Submit to one another

[PAUL, TO THE CHURCH IN EPHESUs:] Submit yourselves to one another
because of your reverence for ChrigteHesians 5:21 onT
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Do Things Together

Meet together with other believers

Let us not give up the habit of meeting togetlasisome are doing.
HEBREWS 10:25A GNT

Have fellowship together i and with God and Jesus Christ

[JouN, To BeLIEVERS:] What we have seen and heard we declare to
you so thayou, too, can have fellowship with us. Now this fellowship
of ours is with the Fatheand with his Son, Jesus, the Messiah.
1 JoOHN 1:3 ISV
The concept of ffellowshipdinvolves sharing and participating in a
partnership concerning a common interest or purpose, which for
believers is their faith and life in Christ. This is shown in the Greek
word translated as ffellowshipo (fkoinoniad which emphasizes
participation. Believers participate in Christ and church activities,
and in each other lives.

The above verse shows that the fellowship believers have together
is not only based on their common relationship in Jesus Christ, but
is also a fellowship with God, Christ and the Holy Spirit

Participate together in church activities

They[the disciples] gathered frequently to pray as a group, together
with the women and with Mary the mother ofulesind with his
brothers. Acts1:14 6nT

[PAUL, TO THE CHURCH IN CorinTH:] My friends, | ask youo obey
leaders like them and to do the same dtbrothers who work hard
with you 1 CorinTHIANS 16:158i 16 CEV

Church members should participate together in God& work,
cooperating with each other.

Share together in both joy and suffering

Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep.
ROMANS 12:15 NET

Fellow believers may well be primarily in view here.
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Love Each Other

Love each other as Jesus Christ loved us, even dying for us

[Jesus:] This is my commandLove each other as | have loved
you.®*The greatest love a person can show is to die for his friends.
JOHN 15:12i 13 NCVE

Love is expressed by loving actions

[Jonn, To BELIEVERS:] NOw, sgppose a person has enough to live
on and notices another believer in need. How cand&dalve be in
that person if he doeénbother to help the other believet?Dear
children, we must show love through actions that dneexe, not
through empty words 1 Jonn 3:17i 18 cw

Care for Each Other

Pray constantly for each other

Never stop praying, especially for othefdways pray by the power
of the Spirit. Stay alert and keep praying for Gisd people.

EPHESIANS 6:18 CEV

Encourage each other

You must encoage one another each day. And you must keep on while
there is still a time that can be callétbdayd Hesrews 3:13a cev

Help each other

[THE WRITER, To BELIEVERS:] Carry one anothds burdens, and in
this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.GaLaTians 6:2 NeT

God is always fairHe will remember how you helped his people in
the past and how you are still helping themesrews 6:10a cev
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BaASICS..eiiiiiiiiiie e 122
How to Worship God ........cccooiieiiiniiiiieiieeee 122
Worshiping Together .........cccccvvviviviviviiiiiiiiiiininnnn, 123
Offerings.....ccovvvee 124

Worship of God involves honoring him, recognizing his
worthiness. As such it includes acknowledging God& divine
characteristics and wonderful deeds.

Worship is done directly through praise and thanksgiving i and
by making offerings to God (giving to him from what we have).
It is carried out both in church groups and privately.

Note that serving God is also a form of worshiping him. As
such the following chapter on serving God is also relevant to
this chapter® theme.
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Basics

We must worship God i and God alone
[Gop:] Worship only me, theoRDyour God! Exopus 23:254 cev

Nebuchadnezzar said@Praise the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego. He sent his angel and saved hisaa&sywho trusted him.
They disobeyed the king and risked their lives so that they would not
have to honor or worship any god except their own.Godlie 3:28 cw

Worship God for his greatness and deeds i and because he

is God

[Davip, To Gob:] All the mtions, whom you created, will come and
worship you, O Lord. They will honor your narmi%or you are great
and do amazing things. You alone are GodacLwvs 86:97 10 NET

Live righteously in order to acceptably worship God

[Gop, To UNGODLY PEOPLE IN IsrAEL:] YOU twist the truth and stomp on
j ust i?t teLor®, hate and despise your religious celebrations
and your times of worshif?l wond accept your offerings or animal
sacrifice® not even your very bestNo more of your noisy songs! |
wond listen when you play your harp$But let justice and fairness
flow like a river that never runs dryawmos 5:7s, 21i 24 cev

How to Worship God

Worship God in spirit
[Jesus:] But a time is comingd and now is her@ when thetrue
worshipers will worship thé&ather in spirit and truthfor the Father
seeks such people to be his worshipg@od is spirit, and the people
who worship him must worship in spirit and trutbonn 4:23i 24 cev
To worship fin spiritd is primarily an inward activity, rather than
being centered on the performing of ceremonial acts (which was

such a main part of OT worship). It involves our spirit T and thus
our mind and will.
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To begin with, our heart and/or conscience must be right before
God. Then we must be honest and open in approaching God (to
worship in firuthg cf. John 4:237 24 above), and fully focused on
God. Not least, we must worship by the Holy Spirit (cf.
Philippians 3:3). This involves: being conscious of the Spirit;
relying on the Spirit& help to relate with God; and being open to
the Spirit& promptings.

Worship God with reverence and awe

[THE WRITER, TO BELIEVERS:] Let us be grateful angorship God in a
way that will please him, with reverence and afWeecause our God
is indeed a destroying fire Hesrews 12:2881 29 GNT

Worshiping Together

Join with fellow believers in worshiping God

Ezra blessed th&oRD, the great God, and all the people replied
fAmen! Amenb as they lifted their hand$hen they bowed down and
worshiped the.orRDwith their faces to the groundneemia+ 8:6 NeT

[A caLL To FELLOW IsrAELITES:] Come! Lefs bow down and worship!
Lets kneel before thiEORD, our creator! PsaLvs 95:6 NET

Offer praise and thanksgiving together

They/[lIsraelites] praised theLORD and gave thanks as they took turns
singing: MThe LORD is good! His faithful love for Israel will last
foreverd Everyone started shouting and praising therRD because
work on the foundation of the temple had begura 3:11 cev

Pray together

They [the apostles] gathered frequently to pray &s group, together
with the women and with Mary the mother of Jesus and with his
brothers. Actsi1:14 onT
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Offerings

We are also to worship God with offerings

He [God] is wonderful! Praise him anbiring an offering into his
temple. Worship the Lordnajesic and holy. 1 crronicLEs 16:29 cev
This implies that giving offerings (or gifts) to God is a part of
worshiping him.

Give willingly

[PauL, To BELIEVERS:] Each one of you should give just as he has
decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compansibecause
God loves a cheerful giverz CorinTHians 9:7 NeT

Give generously to God and his work

[PauL, To THE CoRINTHIAN BELIEVERS:] Therefore | thought it
necessary to urge these brothers to go to you in advance and to
arrange ahead of timthe geneous contribution you had promisesb
this may be readgs a generous gift and not as something you feel
forced to do®My point is this: The person who sows gpgly will
also reap sparingly, anthe person who sows generously will also
reap generously 2 CORINTHIANS 9:51 6 NET

Note that in v. 5 Paul is speaking of a gift towards the support of

needy believers.
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Devotion to GOd® SEerVICe........ccceevrveeeriiieeiiieenne 126
HOW t0 Serve GOod ........cceeeeiiiiiieiiiiieee e 126
Spiritual GiftS......ccovvvviiii 127
Being Guided By God............oooeeeveviiiiiee, 128

The lives of each of God& people ought to be devoted to
serving him. As this chapter shows, in serving God we need to
rely on him and make use of the extraordinary spiritual gifts
that he gives his people.
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Devotion to God& Service

Be devoted to God& work

Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know
that your work in the Lord is never wasted CorinTHIANS 15:588 NCVE

Serve only God

Then Jesus said to hinfiGo awg, Satan! Because it is written,
6vou must worship the Lord your God and serve only &in.
MATTHEW 4:10 1SV

Stop living for yourself so as to live for Jesus Christ
[Jesus:] If anyone wants to become my follower, he must deny
himself, take up his crossity, and follow me Luke 9:238 neT

We must deny ourselves i give up living for ourselves and what
we want i and live for Christ instead, daily accepting the
accompanying difficulties.

How to Serve God

Do quality work that bears ffruitd 1 Afruito that will last

[Jesus, To His piscipLes:] And | gave you this work: t@go and
produce fruit, fruit that will last Then the Father will give you
anything you ask for in my nameionn 15:168 NcvE

Here ffruito likely refers to spiritual outcomes of quality work for
Godd& kingdom.

Pray to God for help in the work

[THE BELIEVERS, PRAYING:] Lord, listen to their threats! We are your
servants. So make us brave enough to speak your me&Stymw
your mighty power, as we heal people and work miracles and
wonders inthe name of your holy Servant Jestffter they had
prayed, the meeting place shook. They were all filled with the Holy
Spirit and bravely spoke G&limessage Acrs 4:29i 31 cev
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Do God& work with other believers

[PAauL, To Syzveus:] And, my true partng | ask you to help them.
These women have worked together with me and with Clement and
with the others in spreading the good nevsuuirpians 4:3a cev

Spiritual Gifts

God gives believers a spiritual gift, through the Holy Spirit

Something from the Sjtican be seen in each person, for the common
good.®The Spirit gives one person the ability to speak with wisdom,
and the same Spirit gives another the ability to speak with knowledge.
*The same Spirit gives faith to one person. And, to another, that one
Spirit gives gifts of healingThe Spirit gives to another person the
power to do miracles, to another the ability to prophesy. And he gives
to another the ability to know the difference between good and evil
spirits. The Spirit gives one person theli&pito speak in different
kinds of languages and to another the ability to interpret those
languages. 1 CorINTHIANS 12:7i 10 NCVE

The abilities to speak with wisdom and knowledge (v. 8) likely refer

respectively to: giving wise advice or insight; and conveying

spiritual truths/knowledge. The ability to prophesy (v. 10) concerns

speaking messages from God, such as telling of a future event or

of God& will about a certain matter.

The ability to know the difference between spirits (v. 10) appears to

be the ability to tell whether something, such as a prophecy or

teaching, is prompted by the Holy Spirit or a demonic spirit. (More

gifts are mentioned below.)

Use your spiritual gift to build up the church

It was he[Christ] who figave gift®; he appointed somi® be apostles,
others to be prophets, others to be evangelists, others to be pastors
and teachers'’He did this to prepare all Gad people for the work

of Christian service, in order to build up the body of Christ.
EPHESIANS 4:117 12 GNT
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Being Guided By God

The topic of being guided by God is very important to serving God.
For we need to understand his will in regard to how we should
serve him.

God®& guidance may come through such sources as: the Holy
Spirité& promptings; an inner certainty (itself largely of the Holy
Spirit); Scripture; circumstances; or advice from others. But God
does not always guide his people by making them aware of his will.
They may not even be aware of being guided by God, only
realizing later that he did guide them.

The Bible actually says little about how we should find out God&
guidance. But it does speak of how living a godly life and prayer
are critical for being open to it.

In order to be guided by God, live a godly life

[Gob:] If you put an end to oppression, to eveegtyre of contempt,
and to every evil word™if you give food to the hungry and satisfy
those who are in neethen the darkness around you will turn to the
brightness of noort’And I will always guide yowand satisfy you with
good things. Isaia4 58:98i 114 GNT

Pray, asking God to guide you (as in troubled times)

[Davip, To Gob:] Indeed, you are my rock and my fortreBsr the
sake of your name, lead me and guide mewws 31:3 ow
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BaptiSm ..o, 130
The Lord® SUPPET .....evveieiiiiieee e 130
Confessing Jesus Christ.......cccccccvvvvveiiiiiiiiieneeen, 131
The Sabbath ... 132

It is important for each Christian to understand all significant
church practices. Prominent amongst these are baptism, the
Lord® Supper and confessing Jesus Christ. Observing the
Sabbath is a further significant practice, observed by God&
people for thousands of years.
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Baptism

The Greek for fbaptismorefers to washing in water.

Godd& people are baptized in (or into) the finameo of Jesus
On hearing thisthey were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus
ACTS 19:5 ISV

By being baptized in or into the fnameo of Jesus Christ, a person
declares their identification and relationship with Jesus Christ 1
and also their commitment to him.

In this identification with Christ, baptism points both to the death of
our old self in Christ® death and to being raised up in union with
him to live a new spiritual life (cf. Romans 6:371 5).

Baptism signifies belief

But when they believed what ®p was saying about Gdd
kingdom and about the name of Jesus Christ, they were all baptized
ACTs 8:12 CEV

Baptism is a declaration and confirmation of belief.

Baptism signifies the washing away of sins
[ANANIAS, TO SauL:] Get up,be baptized, and veh your sins away
trusting in him to save yOuAcrs 22:168 NcvE

This should not be interpreted to mean that baptism in itself brings
the forgiveness of sin. Rather, the external washing in water is
symbolic of one® spiritual cleansing.

The Lord® Supper

Observe the Lord& Supper i in remembrance of Jesus and
his death

[PauL, To BELIEVERS:] FoOr | received from the Lord the teaching that
| passed on to you: th#te Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed,
took a piece of bread/gave thanks to God, bke it, and saidiiThis

is my body, which is for you. Do this in memory ofomi#n the same
way, after the supper he took the cup and s@ihis cup is Gods



29. Significant Practices 131

new covenant, sealed with my blood. Whenever you drink it, do so in
memory of Me. 1 CoriNTHIANS 11:23i 25 GNT

The Lord& Supper, spoken of here, is regularly practiced in
churches. It symbolizes and remembers Jesus Christ& death for
us. The breaking of the bread symbolizes the breaking of his body,
and the pouring out of the wine symbolizes the pouring out of his
blood 1 for the forgiveness of our sins.

In the above passage, firhis cup is the new covenant in my bloodo
(v. 25), speaks of Jesus Christ& blood, shed in his death,
introducing the new relationship T or covenant i between God and
his people. In part at least this was achieved by his death bringing
forgiveness for the sins of God& people.

Confessing Jesus Christ

Confess (or acknowledge) Jesus Christ, before others

[Jesus:] But | tell you, the Son of Man will acknowledge before God

angés eweryone whoacknowledges me before peoplexe 12:8 1sv
The NT speaks of confessing or acknowledging Jesus Christ.
Usually it is indicated or suggested that this is done in the
presence of others. Confessing Jesus Christ is an expression of
commitment to him, as Lord, and involves stating what one
believes about him. It is often done formally at one®& baptism and
in church with the recital of creeds or ftonfessionsa In addition,
many Christians will experience times in which they should
acknowledge Jesus Christ and their faith in him before unbelievers
1 often at the cost or risk of being persecuted.

Things to confess about Jesus Christ

For the Jewish leaders had already agreed that anyone who
confessed Jesus to be the Chwisiuld be put oubf the synagogue.
JOHN 9:22B NET

And everyone willconfess that Jesus Christ is Ladd bring glory to
God the Father.pHiLpPians 2:11 NCVE

If anyoneconfesses that Jesus is the Son of,&ub resides in him
and he in God. 1 JoHn 4:15 NeT
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The Sabbath

The Sabbath is holy i keep it holy by resting on it

[Gop, To THE IsrAELITES:] Remember the Sabbath day to set it apart
as holy.°For six days you may labor and do all your wottut the
seventh day is a Sabbath to tteRD your God; on it you shall not do
any work, you, or your son, or your daughter, or your male servant,
or your female servant, or your cattle, or the resident foreigner who is
in your gatesFor in six days the.OrRD made the heavens and the
earth and the sea and all that is in them, anddsted on the seventh
day; therefore the_ORD blessed the Sabbath day and set it apart as
hon. Exopus 20:8i 11 NET

Israel was to observe the Sabbath as a sign of being God& people,

identifying themselves with him by resting on the seventh day has

he did. The necessity for Christians to observe the Sabbath has

been the subject of debate.

But it is permissible to do good and necessary things on
the Sabbath

Jesus left and went into one of thevilh meeting places®where
there was a man whose hand waippled. Some Pharisees wanted to
accuse Jesus of doing something wrong, and they askedilsirit,
right to heal someone on the Sabbath?Jesus answeredjlf you

had a sheep that fell into a ditch on the Sabbath, wduldwu lift it
out?**People are wih much more than sheep, and so it is right to do
good on the Sabbath."*Then Jesus told the mafiHold out your
handd The man did, and it became as healthy as the other one.
MATTHEW 12:97 13 CEV
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For a church to function effectively it is critical that leaders
know and do what is required of them. It is also important for
church members to know what they should expect of leaders i
and how to support them.
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Required Characteristics and Attitudes

Leaders must be godly

Church officials are in charge of G&lwork, and so they must also
have a good reputation. They must not be bossy, -Ggelcgered,
heavy drinkers, bullies, or dishonest in businéssstead, they must

be friendly to strangers and enjoy doing good things. They must also
be sensible, fair, pure, and selbntrolled. Tirus 1:7i 8 cev

Leaders must be wise

[Moses, To THE IsraELITES:] Select wise and practical men, those
known among your trille whom | may appoint as your leaders.
DEUTERONOMY 1:13 NET

Leaders must have a deep love for church members

[PauL, To cHURcH MEMBERs:] Because of our love for you we were
ready to share with you not only the Good News from God but even
our own lives. ¥u were so dear to ush THessaLoNiANS 2:8 GNT

Leading the Church

Provide good leadership

Elders who provide effective leadershipust be counted worthy of
double honor, especially those who work hard in kipga and
teaching. 1 TimoTHy 5:17 NET

Be gentle and sparing in the use of authority

[PauL, To cHURCH MEMBERS:] Instead,we were gentle among you,
like a nursing mother tenderly caring for her own children
1 THESSALONIANS 2:7B ISV

[PauL, To cHurcH MEMBERS:] For this reasoralthough in the Messia
| have complete freedom to order you to do what is properefer
to make my appeal on the basis of loweuLemon 1:8i 94 1sv
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Be an example for others to follow

[PAuL, To cHurcH MEMBERS:] You know what you must do to imitate
us. We lived a discipled life among you’We didrit eat anyonés
food without paying for it. Instead, we worked hard and struggled
night and day in order not to be a burden to any of yté not as
though we did@ have a right to receive support. Ratlves,wanted to
setan example for you to follaw2 THessaLonians 3:71 9 w

Caring For Church Members

Pray for church members

[PauL, To cHurcH MEMBERS:] We have not stopped praying for you
since the first day we heard about you. In fact, we always pray that
God will show yoweverything he wants you to do and that you may
have all the wisdom and understanding that his Spirit gives.
COLOSSIANS 1:9 CEV

Strengthen members in the faith

[PAauL, To cHURcH MeEMBERs:] You are our dear friends, and
everything we do is to make you siger. 2 CoriNTHIANS 12:198 NCVE

Work hard at helping church members

[PAUL, SPEAKING TO CHURCH MEMBERS OF EpaPHRAS:] For | can testify
that he has worked hard for you and for those in Laodicea and
Hierapolis. coLossians 4:13 NeT

Confront church members over sin

[GoDp, To Ezekier:] Son of man,confront Jerusalem with her
abominable practice8 Ezexie 16:2 neT

Teach God& word to church members

Paul lived in Corinth for a year and a half aadght the word of God
to them Acts18:116w
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Church Members6Duties to Leaders

Obey your leaders

[PAauL, To cHURcH MEMBERs:] He has made us sure thabu are
obeying what we taught you and that you will keep on obeying
2 THESSALONIANS 3:4 CEV

Give your leaders material support

Those who are being taught the @tian message should share all
the good things they have with their teacheea.atians 6:6 onT

False Teachers

Watch out for false teachers

Be careful of false prophets. They come to you looking gentle like
sheep, but they are really dangerous like \@8lvMatTHew 7:15 NcvE

Test teachers by comparing their teaching with the Scriptures

They [believers in Berea] were very willing to receive G@d message,
and every dayhey carefully examined the Scriptures to see if what
Paul said was true Acts 17:118 ow

False teachers can be recognized by their fifruitd

You will recognize them by their frulgrapes are not gathered from
thorns or figs from thistles, are theyh the same wayevery good tree
bears good fruit, but the bad tree bears bad fruitartrew 7:167 17 neT
As used here, ffruitdis that which one& inner being or character
produces i basically one® words and actions. In a secondary
sense, the effect of one® words and actions i particularly on other
people T is also one& produce or ffruitd
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The importance of love could hardly be more emphatically
stated by the Bible. Love should encompass every area of our
lives and be the basis of all that we do in relating to people.
Other personal qualities reflective of love are also discussed
in this chapter i as well ones that work counter to love.

Note that the teaching here in Part G. Relating To People is also
relevant to the previous part, Part F. Church Life.
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