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vi The Bible Unpacked 

Foreword 

Overview 

The aim of this book is to present a compilation of the 

Bibleôs teachings in a clear and readable order, using the 

Bible itself ï i.e. verses taken from the Bible. 

Each chapter is divided into two parts. Both of these parts 

contain major headings, which in turn contain groups of 

subheadings. The subheadings give key Bible teachings. 

They are each followed by a related verse/s. The parts of 

the verses that the subheadings reflect are in italics. 

Occasionally a heading or a verse is followed by a comment. 

The Selection of Verses 

All the editions in this series (see The Seven Editions of 

The Bible Unpacked, later in this Foreword) are essentially 

abbreviated versions of the In-Depth Edition. In that edition 

each subheading was derived from the common theme of 

the verses following it. As such the subheadings are based 

on groups of verses with a common theme, rather than the 

verses being selected to support the subheadings. In the 

shorter editions the verses (often only one or two) have 

been selected from the original groups of verses under the 

corresponding subheadings in the In-Depth Edition. 

Introductions to Verses 

To help readers have a grasp of the context of verses, often 

a brief introduction is included, in square brackets. These 

introductions usually just state who is speaking and often 

who they are speaking to. Bear in mind that apart from 

God and Jesus Christ, the most prominent speakers are: 

¶ Moses ï who led the Israelites out of Egypt and taught 

them Godôs laws; 

¶ David ï Israelôs greatest king who wrote many of the 

psalms, most of which are essentially prayers; 

¶ Solomon and other wise teachers ï who wrote the 

astute insights in the books called Proverbs and 

Ecclesiastes; 

¶ Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel and other prophets ï 

who spoke to the people of Israel on Godôs behalf; and 

¶ Paul, Peter, John and other leaders of the early church 

ï who spoke to various groups and wrote letters to 

believers, often to believers in particular churches. 

Reading Tips 

Rather than attempt to read this book from start to finish, 

for variety the reader may find it easier to read chapters 

alternatively from the two major sections of the book, What 

to Know and What to Do. 

Often a subheading will closely follow the thought of the 

subheading that precedes it. This is at times indicated by 

the insertion of ñ. . .ò at the start of such a subheading and 

at the end of the preceding one. In other instances it is 

indicated by a subheading beginning with a phrase or word 

like ñAs suchò, ñThusò. In such cases the reader may at 

times find it beneficial to first reread the preceding 

subheading. 

Contemplating Verses 

Much care has been taken to interpret the verses both in 

the context of the passage that they are from and in the 

light of Scripture as a whole. Nevertheless, if you have 

doubts about the usage of a verse then: 

¶ read the section in the Bible from which it is taken, and 

consider how it is used in its context. 

¶ consider how the verse fits in with Scripture as a whole. 

(For example, interpret OT teaching in the light of NT 

teaching.) 

¶ read commentaries on the verse and its passage. 

As such, be like the wise men of Berea who ñstudied the 

Scriptures to see if what Paul said was really trueò (Acts 

17:11b, GNT). 

Symbols 

The symbol æ indicates cross reference/s. 

The symbols ĕ Ė occur occasionally in cross references 

and in comments. These indicate that the verse or 

passage in question has been included in the previous 

subsection (ĕ) or the following subsection (Ė). 

The symbols ¿ À occur occasionally in comments. These 

indicate that the verse or passage in question has been 

included above (¿) or below (À) in the same subsection. 

Occasionally ñ. . .ò appears at the end of a heading and at 

the beginning of the following heading. This is to indicate 

that the teaching in the second heading follows on closely 

from that of the first one. 

Abbreviations 

Abbreviations for books of the Bible are standard ones. 

ñOTò is used for ñOld Testamentò and ñNTò for ñNew 

Testamentò. 

Abbreviations denoting Bible translations are identified on 

the copyright notices page, at the beginning of this book. 

As indicated there, all verse/s that are not followed by a 

translationôs abbreviation are from the NET Bible®. 

About the Author 

Paul Mallison has a BA Dip Ed from Macquarie University, 

Sydney. He has spent most of his working life teaching 

students from a cross section of ages and backgrounds. In 

his work he has composed numerous teaching materials. 

Paul is a son of best-selling Australian author and 

international educator Rev. Dr John Mallison. He is 

credited with extensive work on the final draft of the most 

recent of his fatherôs 20 published books. Paul lives in 

Sydney, Australia. 
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Studies 

Studies 

Studies 

The Seven Editions of The Bible Unpacked 

As shown below, there are seven editions of The Bible 

Unpacked, aiming to address the needs of non-Christians 

through to mature Christians, from teenagers to adults. 

Each edition is an abbreviated version of the next longest 

edition. As such all of them have the same basic structure. 

This allows readers to access the Bibleôs teachings at an 

appropriate level and then to progress through to the 

longer editions to obtain a deeper understanding. 

In addition to the seven editions of The Bible Unpacked, 

there are studies based on four of them. The studies contain 

the same text as the editions they are based on, but include 

questions at the end of each section. The studies are 

based on the Concise Edition, the Foundations Edition, the 

Intermediate Edition and the Comprehensive Edition. 

For free downloads and more information on The Bible 

Unpacked, go to: www.thebibleunpacked.net 

 
Two-Minute Edition:  Key Bible teachings for people ñon the runò 

For giving to non-Christians. 

 
Pocket Edition:  Key Bible teachings for seekers of truth 

Largely for giving to inquiring non-Christians or young new Christians. 

 
Concise Edition:  Key Bible teachings for new believers 

For either new or young Christians. Also suitable to give to non-Christian 
friends. Study series based on it is ideal for studies with new or  
young believers. 

 

 
Foundations Edition:  A compilation of the Bibleôs teaching for 
believers consolidating their faith 

For newer Christians, wanting a firm grounding in their faith.  
Study series based on it is ideal for studies with newer believers. 

 

 

 

 
Intermediate Edition:  A compilation of the Bibleôs teaching for 
believers growing in the faith 

For Christians wanting to build on a basic understanding of the faith. Very 
suitable for use as a study or a devotional tool. Study series based on it is 
excellent for Bible study groups. 

 

 

 
Comprehensive Edition:  A compilation of the Bibleôs teaching for 
believers established in the faith 

For Christians wanting a comprehensive knowledge of the faith.  
Very suitable for use as a study or a devotional tool. Excellent for 
preparing talks. Study series is ideal for studying topics in more detail 

 

 In-Depth Edition:  A compilation of the Bibleôs teaching for teachers 
and students of the Bible 

(A two-volume set, with approximately 37,500 verses.) 

For Christians keen to gain a deep understanding of their faith. Useful for 

speakers preparing talks, leaders of Bible study groups, Bible students 

and Bible colleges. It is also in an electronic version, which is a PDF file. 

 

 

  

Electronic 

Version 

Studies 
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6   Part A.  God and Spiritual Powers 

I. Basics 

The concepts in the first half of this chapter are 

fundamental to understanding what God is like, as they 

concern basic attributes of his being. These include 

attributes which show God to be very different to us, but 

also attributes which indicate that he is like us in that he 

is a personal being. 

a) Godôs Form 

God is one 

MARK 12:29B, 32  [JESUS ,  QUOTING MOSES :]  Listen, 

Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one. é 
32

The expert 

in the law said to him, ñThat is true, Teacher; you are 

right to say that he is one, and there is no one else besides 

him. 

In teaching that God is one, the Bible indicates that God 

is a single entity or being. 

God is spirit . . . 

JOHN 4:24  God is spirit, and the people who worship him 

must worship in spirit and truth. 

Godôs nature is spirit; he is a spiritual being. So God is 

not a physical being, in contrast to people and 

particularly to idols. 

. . . As such, God cannot be seen by people 

1TIM 6:16  [PAUL ,  SPEAKING OF GOD :]  He alone has 

endless life and lives in inaccessible light. No one has 

ever seen him, nor can anyone see him. Honor and eternal 

power belong to him! Amen.  ISV 

God is everywhere, not just in temples . . . 

JER 23:23ï24  ñI am a God who is near,ò says the LORD. 

ñI am also a God who is far away.ò 
24
ñNo one can hide 

where I cannot see him,ò says the LORD. ñI fill all of 

heaven and earth,ò says the LORD.  NCVÊ 

1KI 8:27  [SOLOMON ,  PRAYING AT THE DEDICATION OF THE 

TEMPLE :]  But will God indeed dwell on the earth? 

Behold, heaven and the heaven of heavens cannot contain 

You. How much less this temple which I have built!  NKJV 

. . . Thus, God is always near 

PS 46:1  God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present 

help in times of trouble.  GW 

PS 139:7ï10  [DAVID ,  TO GOD: ]  Where can I go to escape 

your spirit? Where can I flee to escape your presence? 
8
If 

I were to ascend to heaven, you would be there. If I were 

to sprawl out in Sheol, there you would be. 
9
If I were to 

fly away on the wings of the dawn, and settle down on the 

other side of the sea, 
10

even there your hand would guide 

me, your right hand would grab hold of me. 

However, God primarily dwells in heaven 

DEUT 26:15A  [MOSES ,  TO GOD : ]  Look down from your 

holy dwelling place in heaven and bless your people é 

Verses which speak of God being in heaven are not 

understood to indicate that he is in any way confined to 

one location. But they do suggest that his form is such 

that his primary presence is in heaven. Note that some 

verses imply that God is present throughout the earth 

through his Holy Spirit (cf. Ps 139:7ï10 ĕ). 

b) Godôs Glory 

Scripture often speaks of Godôs glory in reference to his 

wondrous being. In doing so, it has in view Godôs 

essence and/or his attributes. Regarding his essence, 

Godôs glory pertains to his essential being itself, such 

that his presence is on occasions perceived as his glory 

and spoken of in terms of it. Regarding his attributes, 

Godôs glory emanates in part from his attributes ï such 

as his power ï which in a sense reflect the glory of Godôs 

essence and presence. 

Glory is a prominent and key attribute of God 

PS 138:5  They [kings] will sing about the ways of the 

LORD, for great is the glory of the LORD!   ISV 

ROM 3:23  All of us have sinned and fallen short of Godôs 

glory.  CEV 

In their sinful state, people are not compatible with Godôs 

wondrous glory. The fact that it is Godôs glory that 

people are measured by or compared to, underlines that 

glory is a key attribute of God. 

Godôs glory is an integral aspect of Godôs presence . . . 

PS 26:8  [DAVID,  TO GOD:]  I love the house where you 

live, O LORD, the place where your glory dwells.  GNT 

Here David speaks of Godôs temple as being a prime 

location of Godôs presence and thus his glory. As such, 

David associates Godôs glory with his presence. 

. . . Moreover, Godôs glory manifests his presence 

LEV 9:23ï24  Moses and Aaron then entered into the 

Meeting Tent. When they came out, they blessed the 

people, and the glory of the LORD appeared to all the 

people. 
24

Then fire went out from the presence of the 

LORD and consumed the burnt offering and the fat parts 

on the altar, and all the people saw it, so they shouted 

loudly and fell down with their faces to the ground. 

ACTS 7:55  But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked 

intently toward heaven and saw the glory of God, and 

Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 

Leviticus 9:23ï24 (above) correlates ñthe glory of the 

LORDò (v. 23) with ñthe presence of the LORDò (v. 24). 

Acts 7:55 (immediately above) correlates ñthe glory of 

Godò with ñGodò himself ï and so likewise with Godôs 

presence. 
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In association with his glory, God is surrounded 
by brilliant light . . . 

EZEK 1:26ï28A  [EZEKIEL ,  DESCRIBING A VISION OF GOD :]  

I then saw what looked like a throne made of sapphire, 

and sitting on the throne was a figure in the shape of a 

human. 
27

From the waist up, it was glowing like metal in 

a hot furnace, and from the waist down it looked like the 

flames of a fire. The figure was surrounded by a bright 

light, 
28

as colorful as a rainbow that appears after a 

storm. I realized I was seeing the brightness of the Lordôs 

glory!  CEV 

Here Ezekiel sees a vision involving what appears to be 

a manifestation of Godôs glory. 

. . . and God has great majesty 

PS 145:5A  [DAVID ,  TO GOD: ]  I will meditate on the 

glorious splendor of Your majesty é  NKJV 

Godôs glory is reflected in his powerful deeds 

JOHN 11:40ï44  Jesus responded [to Martha], ñDidnôt I tell 

you that if you believe, you would see the glory of God?ò 
41

So they took away the stone. Jesus looked upward and 

said, ñFather, I thank you that you have listened to me. 
42

I knew that you always listen to me, but I said this for 

the sake of the crowd standing around here, that they may 

believe that you sent me.ò 
43

When he had said this, he 

shouted in a loud voice, ñLazarus, come out!ò 
44

The one 

who had died came out, his feet and hands tied up with 

strips of cloth, and a cloth wrapped around his face. Jesus 

said to them, ñUnwrap him and let him go.ò 

Godôs glory was seen (v. 40) or reflected in the raising of 

Lazarus from the dead, with Jesus effectively calling on 

God and his power (v. 41) in raising Lazarus. 

Godôs glory is evidenced throughout the earth 
and the heavens . . . 

PS 8:1  O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in 

all the earth! You have set your glory above the heavens.  

ESV 

PS 19:1  The heavens declare the glory of God; the sky 

displays his handiwork. 

The above verses speak of how Godôs glory is 

evidenced throughout the earth and the heavens. For 

God so wonderfully created them, reflecting his glory. 

. . . Godôs glory will be explicitly revealed throughout 
the earth, to all nations 

HAB 2:14  For the earth will be filled with the knowledge 

of the glory of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.  ESV 

The revelation of Godôs glory in the destruction of 

Babylon (cf. vv. 12ï13) may initially be in view, but the 

verse probably also has a final fulfillment at the end of 

the age. 

c) Godôs Personhood 

God is not a ñthingò but a personal being that one can 

interrelate with. God thinks, has a will, has feelings and 

has character. Furthermore, God is active, 

communicates and interacts with people. 

God has a mind ï knowing and comprehending 
things . . . 

1SAM 2:3B  For the LORD is a God who knows; he 

evaluates what people do. 

1CHR 28:9A  [DAVID : ]  And you, Solomon my son, obey 

the God of your father and serve him with a submissive 

attitude and a willing spirit, for the LORD examines all 

minds and understands every motive of oneôs thoughts. 

. . . and God has a will 

EPH 1:11  [PAUL ,  TO BELIEVERS : ]  In the Messiah we were 

also chosen when we were predestined according to the 

purpose of the one [God] who does everything according 

to the intention of his will, é  ISV 

God has feelings and character . . . 

2CHR 36:15  But the LORD God felt sorry for his people, 

and instead of destroying the temple, he sent prophets 

who warned the people over and over about their sins.  

CEV 

JAMES 5:11B  You have heard of Jobôs endurance and you 

have seen the Lordôs purpose, that the Lord is full of 

compassion and mercy. 

. . . and God feels emotional pain 

ISA 63:9A  Through all that they suffered, he suffered too. 

God suffered in response to the suffering of his people. 

God is active 

JOHN 5:17  But Jesus said to them, ñMy Father never 

stops working, and so I keep working, too.ò  NCVÊ 

God communicates . . . 

PHIL 3:15  [PAUL ,  TO THE PHILIPPIAN BELIEVERS :]  All of 

us who are mature should think in this same way. And if 

any of you think differently, God will make it clear to 

you.  CEV 

HEB 1:1ï2  After God spoke long ago in various portions 

and in various ways to our ancestors through the 

prophets, 
2
in these last days he has spoken to us in a son, 

whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom 

he created the world. 

. . . and people can communicate with God 

DAN 6:10Bï11  Three times each day Daniel would kneel 

down to pray and thank God, just as he always had done. 
11

Then those men went as a group and found Daniel 

praying and asking God for help.  NCVÊ 
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God interacts with people, responding to their 
requests and needs 

JAMES 4:8, 10  Draw near to God and he will draw near 

to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and make your 

hearts pure, you doubleïminded. é 
10

Humble yourselves 

before the Lord and he will exalt you. 

PS 91:15  [GOD,  SPEAKING OF A PERSON DEVOTED TO 

HIM : ]  When he calls out to me, I will answer him. I will be 

with him when he is in trouble; I will rescue him and 

bring him honor. 

d) Godôs Eternity 

God is alive 

2SAM 22:47  The LORD is alive! My protector is 

praiseworthy! The God who delivers me is exalted as 

king! 

God has always been alive, the first of all things . . . 

PS 93:2  Your throne, O LORD, has been firm from the 

beginning, and you existed before time began.  GNT 

ISA 44:6  This is what the LORD, Israelôs king, says, their 

protector, the LORD who commands armies: ñI am the 

first and I am the last, there is no God but me. 

. . . God existed even before the world began 

PS 90:2  [A  PSALMIST,  TO GOD :]  Even before the 

mountains came into existence, or you brought the world 

into being, you were the eternal God. 

God will live forever . . . 

DAN 4:34B  [K ING NEBUCHADNEZZAR :]  I extolled the Most 

High, and I praised and glorified the one who lives 

forever. For his authority is an everlasting authority, and 

his kingdom extends from one generation to the next. 

1TIM 1:17  [PAUL ,  SPEAKING OF GOD :]  Now to the eternal 

king, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and 

glory forever and ever! Amen. 

. . . In fact, God transcends time 

2PET 3:8  [PETER ,  TO BELIEVERS : ]  Now, dear friends, do 

not let this one thing escape your notice, that a single day 

is like a thousand years with the Lord and a thousand 

years are like a single day. 

God dwells outside of the limitations of time, not bound 

by its finite perspective. From his eternal perspective, 

diverse periods such as a day and a thousand years are 

both small, even insignificant. To God the distinction 

between them is merely relative. 

God is self-existing 

JOHN 5:26  For as the Father has life in himself, so he has 

granted the Son also to have life in himself.  ESV 

God does not change 

JAMES 1:17   All generous giving and every perfect gift is 

from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with 

whom there is no variation or the slightest hint of change. 

Note that ñthe Father of lightsò refers to God as the 

creator of the lights in the sky, i.e. the sun, moon, and 

stars (cf. CEV, GNT, NCV, NLT). 
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II. Godôs Pre-Eminence 

(æ [Godôs:] Holiness, p. 14) 

A failure of many of us in the church today is that we 

have an inadequate view of God, failing to fully 

appreciate his pre-eminence. All Christians need to 

understand and be mindful of Godôs surpassing 

greatness and incomparable capabilities ï notably his 

power, knowledge and wisdom. 

a) Godôs Greatness 

God is great and awesome 

DEUT 10:17  [MOSES ,  TO THE ISRAELITES: ]  For the LORD 

your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great, 

mighty, and awesome God who is unbiased and takes no 

bribe é 

God is greater than all others . . . 

JOHN 10:29   [JESUS :]  My Father, who has given them to 

me, is greater than all, and no one can snatch them from 

my Fatherôs hand. 

PS 150:2  [A  PSALMIST,  SPEAKING OF GOD :]  Praise him 

for his mighty acts! Praise him for his surpassing 

greatness! 

. . . and God is exalted above all others 

PS 113:4  The LORD is exalted over all the nations; his 

splendor reaches beyond the sky. 

There is no one like God . . . 

JER 10:6ï7  [JEREMIAH: ]  I said, ñThere is no one like you, 

LORD. You are great. And you are renowned for your 

power. 
7
Everyone should revere you, O King of all 

nations, because you deserve to be revered. For there is 

no one like you among any of the wise people of the 

nations nor among any of their kings. 

. . . God does things which show that there is no 
one like him 

ISA 40:22ï26   God is the one who rules the whole earth, 

and we that live here are merely insects. He spread out 

the heavens like a curtain or an open tent. 
23

God brings 

down rulers and turns them into nothing. 
24

They are like 

flowers freshly sprung up and starting to grow. But when 

God blows on them, they wilt and are carried off like 

straw in a storm. 
25

The holy God asks, ñWho compares 

with me? Is anyone my equal?ò 
26

Look at the evening 

sky! Who created the stars? Who gave them each a 

name? Who leads them like an army? The LORD is so 

powerful that none of the stars are ever missing.  CEV 

God is in fact beyond our comprehension 

JOB 36:26  Yes, God is great ï beyond our knowledge! 

The number of his years is unsearchable. 

JOB 11:7ï9  Can you discover the essence of God? Can 

you find out the perfection of the Almighty? 
8
It is higher 

than the heavens ï what can you do? It is deeper than 

Sheol ï what can you know? 
9
Its measure is longer than 

the earth, and broader than the sea. 

The extent of Godôs being and attributes are far beyond 

our understanding. 

b) Godôs Power (I):  Ultimate Power 

God is mighty in power . . . 

PS 106:8  Yet he [God] saved them for his nameôs sake, 

that he might make known his mighty power.  ESV 

EPH 3:20  [PAUL ,  TO BELIEVERS : ]  Glory belongs to God, 

whose power is at work in us. By this power he can do 

infinitely more than we can ask or imagine.  GW 

. . . He is Almighty 

REV 15:3B  ñGreat and amazing are your deeds, O Lord 

God the Almighty! Just and true are your ways, O King of 

the nations!  ESV 

The words translated as ñAlmightyò are understood by 

many to convey Godôs all-surpassing, infinite power (or 

omnipotence) and his sovereignty. 

God can do all things ï nothing is too hard 

JOB 42:2  [JOB,  TO GOD :]  I know that you can do all 

things, and that no purpose of yours can be thwarted.  ESV 

LUKE 1:36ï37   [THE ANGEL GABRIEL ,  TO MARY: ]  Your 

relative Elizabeth is also going to have a son, even 

though she is old. No one thought she could ever have a 

baby, but in three months she will have a son. 
37

Nothing 

is impossible for God!  CEV 

God does whatever pleases him 

PS 135:6  He does whatever he pleases in heaven and on 

earth, in the seas and all the ocean depths. 

Godôs power is far superior to that of anyone else . . . 

2CHR 20:6  He [Jehoshaphat] prayed: ñO LORD God of 

our ancestors, you are the God who lives in heaven and 

rules over all the kingdoms of the nations. You possess 

strength and power; no one can stand against you. 

EPH 1:18Bï19  [PAUL ,  TO BELIEVERS :]  é that you may 

know what is the hope of his calling, what is the wealth 

of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 
19

the 

incomparable greatness of his power toward us who 

believe, as displayed in the exercise of his immense 

strength. 



10   Part A.  God and Spiritual Powers 

. . . No being can do what God can do 

PS 86:8  [DAVID: ]  No god is like you, O Lord. No one can 

do what you do.  GW 

Power in fact belongs to God 

REV 19:1  [JOHN ,  DESCRIBING A VISION :]  After these 

things I heard what sounded like the loud voice of a large 

crowd in heaven, saying, ñHallelujah! Salvation, glory, 

and power belong to our God.  ISV 

Verses which speak of power as belonging to God, point 

to him as having ultimate power and being all-powerful ï 

and even as being the ultimate source of all power. 

c) Godôs Power (II):  His Deeds 

Godôs great power is shown in his deeds 

PS 77:14  [A  PSALMIST,  TO GOD :]  You alone work 

miracles, and you have let nations see your mighty 

power.  CEV 

God performs great and awesome deeds 

JOEL 2:21  Do not fear, my land! Rejoice and be glad, 

because the LORD has accomplished great things! 

ISA 64:3  [ ISAIAH,  TO GOD : ]  When you performed 

awesome deeds that took us by surprise, you came down, 

and the mountains trembled before you. 

Godôs deeds are largely incomprehensible 

JOB 37:5, 15  God thunders with his voice in marvelous 

ways; he does great things beyond our understanding. é 
15

Do you know how God commands them [clouds], how he 

makes lightning flash in his storm cloud? 

ECCL 8:17  [A  W ISE TEACHER:]  é then I discerned all that 

God has done: No one really comprehends what happens 

on earth. Despite all human efforts to discover it, no one 

can ever grasp it. Even if a wise person claimed that he 

understood, he would not really comprehend it. 

The phrase ñwhat happens on earthò alludes to the 

earlier phrase ñall that God has doneò. No one really 

comprehends all this, that God does. 

Godôs deeds are uncountable 

JOB 5:9  [ELIPHAZ ,  SPEAKING OF GOD : ]  He does great and 

unsearchable things, marvelous things without 

number; é 

God is glorified in his powerful deeds 

PS 86:9ï10  All the nations you have made shall come 

and worship before you, O Lord, and shall glorify your 

name. 
10

For you are great and do wondrous things; you 

alone are God.  ESV 

God is glorified through his powerful deeds partly in that 

people glorify him (v. 9), in response to his deeds. 

d) Godôs Knowledge and Wisdom 

God knows everything 

1JN 3:20B  God is greater than our conscience and knows 

all things. 

JOB 37:16  [ELIHU ,  TO JOB:]  Do you know about the 

balancing of the clouds, that wondrous activity of him 

who is perfect in knowledge? 

God sees all people, seeing and knowing all that 
they do . . . 

PS 33:13ï15  The LORD watches from heaven; he sees all 

people. 
14

From the place where he lives he looks carefully 

at all the earthôs inhabitants. 
15

He is the one who forms 

every human heart, and takes note of all their actions. 

PS 139:2ï3  [DAVID ,  TO GOD: ]  You know when I sit down 

and when I get up; even from far away you understand 

my motives. 
3
You carefully observe me when I travel or 

when I lie down to rest; you are aware of everything I do. 

. . . No one can hide themselves or what they do 
from God 

JOB 34:21ï22  Godôs eyes are on a personôs ways. He 

sees all his steps. 
22

Thereôs no darkness or deep shadow 

where troublemakers can hide.  GW 

God knows all peopleôs ñheartsò and minds 

PS 44:21  God would have known, because he knows 

what is in our hearts.  NCVÊ 

EZEK 11:5B  This is what the LORD says: óThis is what 

you are thinking, O house of Israel; I know what goes 

through your minds. 

God knows the future 

ISA 46:10  [GOD ,  TO ISRAEL : ]  From the beginning I 

revealed the end. From long ago I told you things that 

had not yet happened, saying, ñMy plan will stand, and 

Iôll do everything I intended to do.ò  GW 

God has incredible wisdom 

PS 147:5  Our Lord is great and has awesome power; 

there is no limit to his wisdom. 

Godôs knowledge and wisdom is far superior to 
that of people ï beyond our comprehension 

ISA 40:13ï14, 28B  Who has known the mind of the LORD 

or been able to give him advice? 
14

Whom did he ask for 

help? Who taught him the right way? Who taught him 

knowledge and showed him the way to understanding? é 
28
é No one can understand how great his wisdom is.  

NCVÊ 
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As such, God knows much that people do not 
know . . . 

DEUT 29:29A  [MOSES ,  TO THE ISRAELITES :]  There are 

some things the LORD our God has kept secret, but there 

are some things he has let us know.  NCVÊ 

1KI 8:39B  [SOLOMON ,  TO GOD: ]  Only you know what is in 

everyoneôs heart.  NCVÊ 

. . . Furthermore, God can take away worldly wisdom 

1COR 1:19B  [GOD : ]  ñI will cause the wise men to lose 

their wisdom; I will make the wise men unable to 

understand.ò  NCVÊ 

e) Addendum:  Godôs óNameô 

In biblical times, a personôs name represented or 

embodied their whole person ï including their nature, 

authority and even their purpose or significance. This is 

highlighted by references to the ñnameò of the person. 

Thus when used in regard to such things as Godôs 

interaction with his people, references to Godôs ñnameò 

are understood as being synonymous with God himself. 

For example, Godôs ñnameò is used in expressing Godôs 

presence amongst his people and also his care of them. 

Furthermore, Godôs people are said to do such things as 

trust in, fear, love and praise his ñnameò. 

Godôs ñnameò is synonymous with God himself . . . 

ISA 48:9A, 11A  [GOD : ]  For My nameôs sake I will defer 

My anger, é 
11

For My own sake, for My own sake, I will 

do it é  NKJV 

Here and in the following verse, Godôs ñnameò is shown 

to be synonymous with God himself by the same or 

similar things being done in regard to God and also to 

his ñnameò. 

PS 18:49  [DAVID :]  For this I will praise you, O LORD, 

among the nations, and sing to your name.  ESV 

. . . Likewise, Godôs ñnameò is synonymous with 
his presence 

1KI 9:3  And the LORD said to him [Solomon], ñI have 

heard your prayer and your plea, which you have made 

before me. I have consecrated this house that you have 

built, by putting my name there forever. My eyes and my 

heart will be there for all time.  ESV 

Note that the ñhouseò refers to the temple that Solomon 

had built for God. 

Godôs ñnameò is synonymous with God in him 
helping his people . . . 

PS 20:1  May the LORD answer you in the day of trouble! 

May the name of the God of Jacob protect you!  ESV 

. . . and it is also synonymous with God in people 
relating to him 

PS 116:13  [A  PSALMIST:]  I will celebrate my deliverance, 

and call on the name of the LORD. 

Godôs ñnameò is correlated with his authority and 
power 

DAN 9:6  [DANIEL ,  TO GOD :]  We have not listened to your 

servants the prophets, who spoke in your name to our 

kings, our rulers, our ancestors, and our whole nation.  

GNT 

JOHN 10:25B  [JESUS :]  The deeds I do in my Fatherôs 

name testify about me. 

Jesus performed his miracles in the ñnameò of his Father 

ï i.e. by the ñauthorityò (CEV, GNT) or ñpowerò (AMP) of 

God. 

Godôs ñnameò is holy 

LUKE 1:49  [MARY: ]  God All-Powerful has done great 

things for me, and his name is holy.  CEV 

Godôs ñnameò is great . . . 

PS 99:3A  [A  PSALMIST,  TO GOD :]  Let them praise your 

great and awesome name! 

. . . Godôs ñnameò is glorious and exalted 

NEH 9:5B  May you be blessed, O LORD our God, from 

age to age. May your glorious name be blessed; may it be 

lifted up above all blessing and praise. 

Note:  God declared his actual name to be the ñLordò 

EX 34:5  Then the LORD came down in the cloud and 

stood there with Moses, and the LORD called out his 

name: the LORD.  NCVÊ 

EX 3:13ï15  Then Moses said to God, ñIf I come to the 

people of Israel and say to them, óThe God of your 

fathers has sent me to you,ô and they ask me, óWhat is his 

name?ô what shall I say to them?ò 
14

God said to Moses, 

ñI AM WHO I AM.ò And he said, ñSay this to the people 

of Israel, óI AM has sent me to you.ôò 
15

God also said to 

Moses, ñSay this to the people of Israel, óThe LORD, the 

God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of 

Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.ô This is 

my name forever, and thus I am to be remembered 

throughout all generations.  ESV 

ñLORDò (v. 15) can be derived from ñI AMò (v. 14). For the 

actual Hebrew that is rendered as ñLORDò is ñYHWHò 

(most likely pronounced ñYahwehò) and it ñis derived 

from the verb HAYAH, to beò (NASB text note) to which 

ñI AMò is also related. Note that ñI AM WHO I AMò (v. 14) 

may well have the sense: ñI will be who I will beò (cf. NIV 

text note). This title and its shortened form ñI AMò (v. 14) 

appear to express Godôs unchanging nature, self-

existence, self-determination and omnipresence. 
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I. Holy Characteristics 

A good understanding of God requires a balanced 

understanding of his character, including the 

fundamental attribute of holiness. To obtain such an 

understanding, we must ñtake to heartò all aspects of his 

character. As well as the many characteristics that we 

find consoling, we also need to appreciate those that 

inspire godly fear. 

a) Holiness 

Godôs holiness involves his moral purity. It concerns 

Godôs separateness from and his intolerance of that 

which is morally impure. Holiness is basic to the other 

characteristics that follow in the first half of this chapter. 

God is holy . . . 

ISA 6:3  And one [angelic being] called to another and said: 

ñHoly, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is 

full of his glory!ò  ESV 

. . . There is nothing bad in God ï and he cannot 
tolerate evil 

PS 92:15B  é the LORD is upright; he is my rock, and 

there is no unrighteousness in him.  ESV 

HAB 1:13A  [HABAKKUK ,  TO GOD :]  You are too just to 

tolerate evil; you are unable to condone wrongdoing. 

There is no one holy like God 

1SAM 2:2  No one is holy like the LORD! There is no one 

other than you! There is no rock like our God! 

God shows himself to be holy by what he does 

ISA 5:16  The LORD All -Powerful will receive glory by 

judging fairly; the holy God will show himself holy by 

doing what is right.  NCVÊ 

Places where God dwells are also holy . . . 

2CHR 30:27  The priests and Levites [of Israel] got up and 

pronounced blessings on the people. The LORD responded 

favorably to them as their prayers reached his holy 

dwelling place in heaven. 

PS 65:4B  [DAVID,  TO GOD :]  We are filled with good 

things in your house, your holy Temple.  NCVÊ 

Places must be holy for God in his holiness to dwell in 

them. God is primarily spoken of as dwelling in: heaven 

(cf. 2Chr 30:27 ¿); places containing the Ark of the 

Covenant, i.e. the tabernacle and then the temple (cf. Ps 

65:4 ¿); and his people. 

. . . and God only dwells with those who are holy 

EZEK 37:27ï28  [GOD : ]  The place where I live will be 

with them. I will be their God, and they will be my 

people. 
28

When my Temple is among them forever, the 

nations will know that I, the LORD, make Israel holy.  

NCVÊ 

This passage demonstrates that those who God dwells 

with are holy and it can be inferred from it that he only 

dwells with those who are holy. 

Things of God are likewise holy 

ISA 52:10A  The LORD will show his holy power to all the 

nations.  NCVÊ 

JER 23:9B  And because of His holy words.  NKJV 

Note:  God and his ways are perfect 

MATT 5:48   So then, be perfect, as your heavenly Father 

is perfect. 

PS 18:30A  Godôs way is perfect!  GW 

b) Righteousness and Justice 

God is righteous and just 

ISA 5:16  But the LORD of hosts is exalted in justice, and 

the Holy God shows himself holy in righteousness.  ESV 

Godôs righteousness and justice are great ï and 
everlasting 

PS 36:6A  [DAVID ,  TO GOD : ]  Your righteousness is 

towering like the mountains; your justice is like the 

depths of the sea.  GNT 

PS 111:3  [A  PSALMIST,  SPEAKING OF GOD:]  Splendid and 

glorious are his awesome deeds, and his righteousness 

endures forever.  ISV 

Thus, Godôs ways are right and just 

HOS 14:9  Who is wise? Let him discern these things! 

Who is discerning? Let him understand them! For the 

ways of the LORD are right; the godly walk in them, but 

in them the rebellious stumble. 

REV 15:3B  [Believers in heaven, to God:] Just and true are 

your ways, King over the nations! 

In fact, all God does is right and just . . . 

DAN 4:37A  Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and exalt and 

glorify the King of heaven, for all his deeds are right and 

his ways are just. 

. . . God does no wrong 

ZEPH 3:5A  But the LORD is good, and he is there in that 

city [Jerusalem]. He does no wrong. Every morning he 

governs the people fairly; every day he can be trusted.  

NCVÊ 
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As such, God is truthful . . . 

ISA 45:19B  [GOD :]  I the LORD speak the truth; I declare 

what is right.  ESV 

. . . and God does not show favoritism 

ROM 2:11  For there is no partiality with God. 

Note:  God loves righteousness and justice 

PS 33:5  He loves righteousness and justice; the world is 

filled with the gracious love of the LORD.  ISV 

c) Faithfulness 

God is faithful 

DEUT 7:9  [MOSES ,  TO ISRAEL: ]  Remember that the LORD 

your God is the only God and that he is faithful. He will 

keep his covenant and show his constant love to a 

thousand generations of those who love him and obey his 

commands é  GNT 

HEB 10:23  [THE W RITER ,  TO BELIEVERS :]  Let us hold fast 

the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who 

promised is faithful.  ESV 

Godôs faithfulness is great 

LAM 3:22ï23  The steadfast love of the LORD never 

ceases; his mercies never come to an end; 
23

they are new 

every morning; great is your faithfulness.  ESV 

Godôs faithfulness lasts forever 

PS 117:2  For great is his steadfast love toward us, and 

the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever. Praise the 

LORD!   ESV 

God never abandons nor fails 

PS 9:10  [DAVID ,  TO GOD :]  Your loyal followers trust in 

you, for you, LORD, do not abandon those who seek your 

help. 

1CHR 28:20  David also said to his son Solomon, ñBe 

strong and brave, and do the work. Donôt be afraid or 

discouraged, because the LORD God, my God, is with 

you. He will not fail you or leave you until all the work 

for the Temple of the LORD is finished.  NCVÊ 

God does not lie nor change his mind ï he keeps 
his promises 

NUM 23:19  God is no mere human! He doesnôt tell lies or 

change his mind. God always keeps his promises.  CEV 

d) Anger 

Although we usually view anger in a negative light, this is 

not how the Bible depicts Godôs anger, or wrath. Godôs 

anger is always justified and righteous, consistent with 

his holiness. Moreover, it arises in response to that 

which is contrary to his holiness. Unlike human anger, 

Godôs anger is never uncontrolled, wayward or 

spasmodic ï and is tempered by his mercy, notably 

where his own people are concerned. 

Godôs anger and its consequences are awesome . . . 

PS 90:11  [A  PSALMIST ,  TO GOD : ]  Who can really fathom 

the intensity of your anger? Your raging fury causes 

people to fear you. 

ISA 5:25  Therefore [due to their evil] the anger of the LORD 

was kindled against his people, and he stretched out his 

hand against them and struck them, and the mountains 

quaked; and their corpses were as refuse in the midst of 

the streets. For all this his anger has not turned away, 

and his hand is stretched out still.  ESV 

. . . This will be evident upon all nations and the 
whole earth 

ISA 13:9  The day of the LORD is comingðthat cruel day 

of his fierce anger and fury. The earth will be made a 

wilderness, and every sinner will be destroyed.  GNT 

ZEPH 3:8  Therefore you must wait patiently for me,ò says 

the LORD, ñfor the day when I attack and take plunder. I 

have decided to gather nations together and assemble 

kingdoms, so I can pour out my fury on them ï all my 

raging anger. For the whole earth will be consumed by 

my fiery anger. 

Godôs anger cannot be quenched, . . . 

JER 21:12  Family of David, this is what the LORD says: 

You must judge people fairly every morning. Save the 

person who has been robbed from the power of his 

attacker. If you donôt, I will become very angry. My 

anger will be like a fire that no one can put out, because 

you have done evil things.  NCVÊ 

. . . nor can Godôs anger be withstood 

NAH 1:6  No one can withstand his indignation! No one 

can resist his fierce anger! His wrath is poured out like 

volcanic fire, boulders are broken up as he approaches. 

But, God is slow to anger and often holds it back . . . 

NUM 14:18A  The LORD is slow to anger and abounding in 

loyal love, forgiving iniquity and transgression, but by no 

means clearing the guilty é 

PS 78:38  Yet he is compassionate. He forgives sin and 

does not destroy. He often holds back his anger, and does 

not stir up his fury. 
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. . . Additionally, God does not stay angry 

M IC 7:18B  He does not retain His anger forever, Because 

He delights in mercy.  NKJV 

Godôs anger arises in response to sin and 
disobedience 

1KI 16:2B  [GOD ,  TO BAASHA THE KING OF ISRAEL: ]  Yet 

you followed in Jeroboamôs footsteps and encouraged my 

people Israel to sin; their sins have made me angry. 

M IC 5:15  [GOD: ]  I will angrily seek vengeance on the 

nations that do not obey me. 

Godôs anger arises in response to people turning 
away from him 

EZRA 8:22B  ñThe good hand of our God is on everyone 

who is seeking him, but his great anger is against 

everyone who forsakes him.ò 

Other things that arouse Godôs anger 

PS 78:21ï22  When the LORD heard this [complaints, 

expressing doubts], he was furious. A fire broke out 

against Jacob, and his anger flared up against Israel, 
22

because they did not have faith in God, and did not trust 

his ability to deliver them. 

ROM 2:7Bï8  But he [God] will bring 
8
anger and fury on 

those who, in selfish pride, refuse to believe the truth and 

who follow what is wrong.  GW 
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II. Loving Characteristics 

Godôs love is one of the two primary characteristics from 

which his other personal characteristics emanate, the 

other primary one being his holiness. Comprehending 

and persistently being mindful of Godôs love and his 

associated characteristics provides great 

encouragement for believers. 

a) Love 

(æ God Loves His People, p. 149) 

God is love ï as epitomized in him giving his only 
Son, to save us 

1JN 4:8ï10, 16  The person who does not love does not 

know God, because God is love. 
9
This is how Godôs love 

was revealed among us: God sent his unique Son into the 

world so that we might live through him. 
10

This is love: 

not that we have loved God, but that he loved us and sent 

his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. é 
16

We 

have come to know and rely on the love that God has for 

us. God is love, and the person who abides in love abides 

in God, and God abides in him.  ISV 

The phrase ñGod is loveò (vv. 8, 16) implies that Godôs 

nature is fundamentally love, rather than that love is 

simply a characteristic of God. It is also indicative of God 

being the sole source of love; love does not exist apart 

from him. This assertion is also reflected in v. 7 and 

v. 16b. 

Godôs love is steadfast . . . 

PS 36:7A  How precious is your steadfast love, O God!  

ESV 

. . . Godôs love lasts forever 

PS 89:2  [ETHAN,  TO GOD: ]  I know that your love will last 

for all time, that your faithfulness is as permanent as the 

sky.  GNT 

PS 100:5  For the LORD is good; his steadfast love 

endures forever, and his faithfulness to all generations.  

ESV 

Godôs love is great 

EX 34:6ï7A  The LORD passed in front of Moses and said, 

ñI am the LORD. The LORD is a God who shows mercy, 

who is kind, who doesnôt become angry quickly, who has 

great love and faithfulness 
7
and is kind to thousands of 

people.  NCVÊ 

PS 108:4  [DAVID,  TO GOD:]  For your loyal love extends 

beyond the sky, and your faithfulness reaches the clouds. 

b) Mercy 

God is merciful 

DEUT 4:31  [MOSES ,  TO ISRAEL : ]  The LORD your God is a 

merciful God. He will not abandon you, destroy you, or 

forget the promise to your ancestors that he swore he 

would keep.  GW 

Godôs mercy is great 

PS 25:6  [DAVID,  TO GOD :]  Because of your great mercy, I 

come to your house, LORD, and I am filled with wonder 

as I bow down to worship at your holy temple.  CEV 

Along with being merciful, God is gracious . . . 

EX 34:6B  The LORD, the LORD, a God merciful and 

gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love 

and faithfulness, é  ESV 

. . . and God is compassionate 

JAMES 5:11B  You have heard of Jobôs endurance and you 

have seen the Lordôs purpose, that the Lord is full of 

compassion and mercy. 

Due to his mercy and compassion:  God is long-
suffering; . . . 

NEH 9:28ï31   [LEVITES ,  PRAYING TO GOD AND MAKING 

REFERENCE TO THEIR FOREFATHERS :]  Then, when they 

were at rest again, they went back to doing evil before 

you. Then you abandoned them to their enemies, and they 

gained dominion over them. When they again cried out to 

you, in your compassion you heard from heaven and 

rescued them time and again. 
29

And you solemnly 

admonished them in order to return them to your law, but 

they behaved presumptuously and did not obey your 

commandments. They sinned against your ordinances ï 

those by which an individual, if he obeys them, will live. 

They boldly turned from you; they rebelled and did not 

obey. 
30

You prolonged your kindness with them for many 

years, and you solemnly admonished them by your Spirit 

through your prophets. Still they paid no attention, so you 

delivered them into the hands of the neighboring peoples. 
31

However, due to your abundant mercy you did not do 

away with them altogether; you did not abandon them. 

For you are a merciful and compassionate God. 

. . . and God is forgiving 

M IC 7:18ï19  Who is a God like you? You forgive sin and 

overlook the rebellion of your faithful people. You will 

not be angry forever, because you would rather show 

mercy. 
19

You will again have compassion on us. You will 

overcome our wrongdoing. You will throw all our sins 

into the deep sea.  GW 

Note:  God is patient ï allowing people to repent 

2PET 3:9B  God is patient, because he wants everyone to 

turn from sin and no one to be lost.  CEV 
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c) Benevolence 

Benevolence involves showing goodness, kindness and 

generosity. 

God is good . . . 

PS 119:68  [A  PSALMIST ,  TO GOD : ]  You are good and you 

do good. Teach me your statutes! 

When the Bible says that God is good, arguably there 

are two concepts in view. God is good in that he is: (a) 

morally upright; and (b) generous and kind towards his 

people (and all his creatures). The first concept reflects 

Godôs holiness (and so is pertinent to the first half of this 

chapter). The latter concept is plainly indicative of his 

benevolence. The two concepts themselves are by no 

means unrelated, as Godôs upright character produces 

his generous and kind actions. 

. . . God shows great goodness 

PS 145:7, 9  [DAVID :]  They shall pour forth the fame of 

your abundant goodness and shall sing aloud of your 

righteousness. é 
9
The LORD is good to all, and his mercy 

is over all that he has made.  ESV 

God exercises kindness 

LUKE 6:35  But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, 

expecting nothing back. Then your reward will be great, 

and you will be sons of the Most High, because he is kind 

to ungrateful and evil people. 

TITUS 3:4ï5A  But when the kindness and love of God our 

Savior was shown, 
5
he saved us because of his mercy.  

NCVÊ 

God is generous 

JAMES 1:5  But if anyone is deficient in wisdom, he 

should ask God, who gives to all generously and without 

reprimand, and it will be given to him. 

The phrase ñwithout reprimandò may be implying that 

God ñwonôt correct you for askingò (CEV) or possibly that 

God will not use any fault in a person as a reason not to 

give them what they have asked. In any case, the verse 

points to the fact that God gives ñungrudginglyò (AMP, 

NRSV; cf. NLT). 

God gives good gifts . . . 

MATT 7:11   If you then, although you are evil, know how 

to give good gifts to your children, how much more will 

your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask 

him! 

. . . In fact, God is the ultimate source of all gifts 

JAMES 1:17  All generous giving and every perfect gift is 

from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with 

whom there is no variation or the slightest hint of change. 

d) Jealousy 

The Hebrew and Greek words translated as ñjealousyò 

convey a very forceful passion. When used of God, 

ñjealousyò is spoken of in a positive light, as a virtuous 

attribute aligned with his profound commitment to and 

love for his people. Godôs jealousy in regard to his 

people is comparable to that of a husband or wife. Their 

jealousy is a product of their intense love for each other 

and evoked by anything that poses a threat to their 

relationship. As such Godôs jealousy is expressed in 

action against whatever threatens his people or his 

relationship with them. Thus it is expressed both 

against hostile forces ï bringing salvation to his people 

ï and in punishing any unfaithfulness of his people, 

leading them back to him. 

God is a jealous God 

DEUT 4:24  [MOSES ,  TO ISRAEL : ]  For the LORD your God 

is a consuming fire; he is a jealous God. 

Godôs jealousy is sometimes compared to fire devouring 

or destroying that which has aroused it. 

Godôs jealousy arises in response to his peopleôs 
sin . . . 

1KI 14:22  Judah did evil in the sight of the LORD. They 

made him more jealous by their sins than their ancestors 

had done. 

. . . Godôs jealousy arises particularly in response 
to unfaithfulness 

DEUT 32:20ï21  óI will no longer help them,ô he [God] 

said; óthen I will see what happens to them, those 

stubborn, unfaithful people. 
21

With their idols they have 

made me angry, jealous with their so-called gods, gods 

that are really not gods.  GNT 

God is jealous for his people and their well-being . . . 

ZEC 8:2ï5  Thus says the LORD of hosts: I am jealous for 

Zion with great jealousy, and I am jealous for her with 

great wrath. 
3
Thus says the LORD: I have returned to 

Zion and will dwell in the midst of Jerusalem, and 

Jerusalem shall be called the faithful city, and the 

mountain of the LORD of hosts, the holy mountain. 
4
Thus 

says the LORD of hosts: Old men and old women shall 

again sit in the streets of Jerusalem, each with staff in 

hand because of great age. 
5
And the streets of the city 

shall be full of boys and girls playing in its streets.  ESV 

Godôs jealousy for Zion (v. 2) ï i.e. Jerusalem - has in 

view her restoration (vv. 3ï5; cf. GNT) and expressing 

wrath towards her enemies (cf. AMP, CEV, GNT). 

. . . Moreover, God is zealous in working for his 
peopleôs cause 

2KI 19:30ï31  And the surviving remnant of the house of 

Judah shall again take root downward and bear fruit 

upward. 
31

For out of Jerusalem shall go a remnant, and 
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out of Mount Zion a band of survivors. The zeal of the 

LORD will do this.  ESV 

Note that in both ancient Hebrew and ancient Greek, the 

word that is translated as ñjealousyò is also the one 

which is translated as ñzealò ï depending on the context. 

Hence Godôs jealousy and his zeal are related. 

Note:  In his zeal God punishes his enemies 

ISA 59:17ï18  He [God] put on righteousness as a 

breastplate, and a helmet of salvation on his head; he put 

on garments of vengeance for clothing, and wrapped 

himself in zeal as a cloak. 
18

According to their deeds, so 

will he repay, wrath to his adversaries, repayment to his 

enemies; to the coastlands he will render repayment.  ESV 
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I. General 

The NT makes remarkable claims about aspects of 

Jesus Christôs being and his character. In doing so it 

shows Jesus Christôs nature to mirror that of God, and so 

points to his deity (his ñGod natureò). The NT also often 

refers to Jesus Christôs ñnameò, making it a further 

concept that is important to grasp. 

a) Jesus Christôs Eternity 

Jesus Christ is alive 

ROM 6:10  [PAUL ,  SPEAKING OF JESUS: ]  For the death he 

died, he died to sin once for all, but the life he lives, he 

lives to God. 

Jesus Christ existed in the beginning . . . 

1JN 2:13A  [JOHN ,  TO BELIEVERS : ]  I am writing to you, 

fathers, because you know him who has existed from the 

beginning.  GNT 

Jesus Christ existed in the beginning, before all time. 

. . . Jesus Christ was before all things 

JOHN 17:5  [JESUS,  TO GOD:]  And now, Father, glorify 

me at your side with the glory I had with you before the 

world was created. 

Jesus Christ will be alive forever 

HEB 7:24ï25  But because Jesus lives forever, he will 

never stop serving as priest. 
25

So he is able always to 

save those who come to God through him because he 

always lives, asking God to help them.  NCVÊ 

Jesus Christ is self-existing ï he is ñthe lifeò 

JOHN 5:26  For as the Father has life in himself, so he has 

granted the Son also to have life in himself.  ESV 

JOHN 11:25  Jesus said to her, ñI am the resurrection and 

the life. The person who believes in me, even though he 

dies, will live.  ISV 

Descriptions of Jesus Christ as ñthe lifeò reflect the fact 

that he has life inherent (cf. 5:26 ¿) as part of his 

essential nature, and as such is self-existing. Primarily 

they point to Jesus Christ as the source of life ï the one 

who gives life ï as the latter part of this verse suggests. 

Jesus Christ remains the same 

HEB 13:8  Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today 

and forever! 

b) Jesus Christôs Pre-Eminence 

(æ Jesus Christ as Lord of All, p. 126) 

Jesus Christ is greater than all people . . . 

JOHN 3:31  [JOHN THE BAPTIST ,  SPEAKING OF JESUS :]  The 

one who comes from above is superior to all. The one 

who is from the earth belongs to the earth and speaks 

about earthly things. The one who comes from heaven is 

superior to all. 

. . . In fact, Jesus Christ is greater than all things 

COL 1:15ï18  He is the image of the invisible God, the 

firstborn over all creation, 
16

for all things in heaven and 

on earth were created by him ï all things, whether visible 

or invisible, whether thrones or dominions, whether 

principalities or powers ï all things were created through 

him and for him. 
17

He himself is before all things and all 

things are held together in him. 
18

He is the head of the 

body, the church, as well as the beginning, the firstborn 

from among the dead, so that he himself may become first 

in all things. 

The term ñfirstbornò (v. 15) points to Christôs pre-

eminence. It alludes to the privileged status of a firstborn 

son in a Jewish family. 

Jesus Christ has divine glory 

MATT 25:31  When the Son of Man comes in his glory and 

all the angels with him, then he will sit on his glorious 

throne. 

Note that ñthe Son of Manò was the title Jesus used for 

himself the most ï approximately 80 times. It is a 

messianic title (cf. Dan 7:13ï14), but it also underlines 

his humanity. 

A vision of Jesus Christ, indicative of his surpassing 
greatness and glory 

REV 5:11ï13   [JOHN ,  DESCRIBING A VISION :]  Then I 

looked and heard the voice of many angels in a circle 

around the throne, as well as the living creatures and the 

elders. Their number was ten thousand times ten 

thousand ï thousands times thousands ï
12

all of whom 

were singing in a loud voice: ñWorthy is the lamb who 

was killed to receive power and wealth and wisdom and 

might and honor and glory and praise!ò 
13

Then I heard 

every creature ï in heaven, on earth, under the earth, in 

the sea, and all that is in them ï singing: òTo the one 

seated on the throne and to the Lamb be praise, honor, 

glory, and ruling power forever and ever!ò 

The ñLambò (vv. 12, 13) is a name for Jesus Christ, 

alluding to his sacrificial death which in a number of 

aspects mirrored the offering of a lamb at Passover 

and/or as a sin offering. 
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Jesus Christ has mighty, sovereign power 

EPH 6:10  [PAUL ,  TO BELIEVERS : ]  Finally, build up your 

strength in union with the Lord and by means of his 

mighty power.  GNT 

PHIL 3:20ï21  [PAUL,  TO BELIEVERS : ]  But our citizenship 

is in heaven ï and we also await a savior from there, the 

Lord Jesus Christ, 
21

who will transform these humble 

bodies of ours into the likeness of his glorious body by 

means of that power by which he is able to subject all 

things to himself. 

Jesus Christ has superlative knowledge and wisdom 

JOHN 16:30  [THE DISCIPLES,  TO JESUS :]  Now we know 

that you know everything and do not need anyone to ask 

you anything. Because of this we believe that you have 

come from God. 

LUKE 21:15  [JESUS,  TO HIS DISCIPLES :]  For I will give 

you the words along with the wisdom that none of your 

adversaries will be able to withstand or contradict. 

Jesus Christ has wisdom far superior to that of any 

adversary that believers may encounter. 

Jesus Christ is everywhere 

EPH 4:10  So Jesus came down, and he is the same One 

who went up above all the sky. Christ did that to fill 

everything with his presence.  NCVÊ 

MATT 18:20  [JESUS: ]  For where two or three are 

assembled in my name, I am there among them. 

Jesus Christ is with all believers everywhere ï always. 

c) Jesus Christôs Character 

(æ Jesus Christôs Personality [in his mission], p. 97) 

Jesus Christ is holy 

ACTS 4:27  [BELIEVERS ,  TO GOD :]  Then they turned 

against your holy Servant Jesus, your chosen Messiah.  

CEV 

HEB 7:26ï28   Jesus, then, is the High Priest that meets 

our needs. He is holy; he has no fault or sin in him; he 

has been set apart from sinners and raised above the 

heavens. 
27

He is not like other high priests; he does not 

need to offer sacrifices every day for his own sins first 

and then for the sins of the people. He offered one 

sacrifice, once and for all, when he offered himself. 
28

The 

Law of Moses appoints men who are imperfect to be high 

priests; but Godôs promise made with the vow, which 

came later than the Law, appoints the Son, who has been 

made perfect for ever.  GNT 

Jesus Christ is righteous . . . 

1JN 2:1B  [JOHN ,  TO BELIEVERS : ]  But if anyone does sin, 

we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 

righteous One é 

. . . Jesus Christ judges in righteousness and 
with justice 

PS 72:2  He will judge Your people with righteousness, 

And Your poor with justice.  NKJV 

This is from a messianic passage, understood to be 

ultimately fulfilled by Jesus Christ. 

Jesus Christ is faithful 

2THES 3:3  But the Lord is faithful, and he will strengthen 

you and protect you from the evil one. 

Jesus Christ is loving 

EPH 3:18ï19  [PAUL ,  TO BELIEVERS : ]  And I pray that you 

and all Godôs holy people will have the power to 

understand the greatness of Christôs loveðhow wide and 

how long and how high and how deep that love is. 
19

Christôs love is greater than anyone can ever know, but 

I pray that you will be able to know that love. Then you 

can be filled with the fullness of God.  NCVÊ 

Jesus Christ shows grace . . . 

1TIM 1:14  And the grace of our Lord was exceedingly 

abundant, with faith and love which are in Christ Jesus.  

NKJV 

. . . and Jesus Christ is merciful 

JUDE 1:21  [JUDE,  TO BELIEVERS : ]  Remain in Godôs love 

as you look for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to give 

you eternal life.  GW 

Jesus Christ can display anger 

REV 6:16ï17   They [people in the end times] said to the 

mountains and to the rocks, ñFall on us and hide us from 

the face of the one who is seated on the throne and from 

the wrath of the Lamb, 
17

because the great day of their 

wrath has come, and who is able to withstand it?ò 

d) Jesus Christôs óNameô 

In biblical times, a personôs name represented or 

embodied their whole person ï including their nature, 

authority and significance. This concept is in view in 

references to the ñnameò of a person. 

Jesus Christôs ñnameò signifies Jesus Christ himself 

ROM 10:12ï13  For there is no distinction between the 

Jew and the Greek, for the same Lord is Lord of all, who 

richly blesses all who call on him. 
13

For everyone who 

calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. 

The fact that Jesus Christôs ñnameò is synonymous with 

him is illustrated by the equivalent phrases ñcall on himò 

(v. 12) and ñcalls on the name of the Lordò (v. 13). 
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Jesus Christôs ñnameò is correlated with his authority 
and power 

ACTS 3:6ï7, 16  But Peter said [to a crippled man], ñI have 

no silver and gold, but what I do have I give to you. In 

the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk!ò 
7
And he took him by the right hand and raised him up, 

and immediately his feet and ankles were made strong. é 

[PETER ,  SPEAKING OF JESUSô NAME : ]  
16

And his nameðby 

faith in his nameðhas made this man strong whom you 

see and know, and the faith that is through Jesus has 

given the man this perfect health in the presence of you 

all.  ESV 

Peter gave the command in the ñnameò or by the 

authority of Jesus Christ, his name representing or 

incorporating his authority and power ï ñBy the power of 

Jesus Christò (NCV). 

Jesus Christôs ñnameò signifies Jesus Christ in 
his attainment of forgiveness of sins . . . 

1JN 2:12  [JOHN,  TO BELIEVERS : ]  I am writing to you, 

little children, that your sins have been forgiven because 

of his name. 

. . . Likewise, it signifies Jesus Christ in his 
attainment of salvation and eternal life 

ACTS 4:12  And there is salvation in no one else, for there 

is no other name under heaven given among people by 

which we must be saved. 

1JN 5:13  [JOHN: ]  I have written these things to you who 

believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may 

know that you have eternal life. 

Jesus Christôs ñnameò signifies him in his gospel 
and cause 

ACTS 9:15ï16  But the Lord said to him, ñGo, because 

this man [Saul] is my chosen instrument to carry my name 

before Gentiles and kings and the people of Israel. 
16

For I 

will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my 

name.ò 

Saul (later known as Paul) was to take the message 

about Jesus Christ to the Gentiles. This would result in 

him suffering greatly for Jesus Christ and his cause ï the 

cause of spreading the gospel. 

Note:  God has given Jesus Christ a name that is 
superior to all others 

PHIL 2:9Bï11  God exalted him and gave him the name 

that is above every name, 
10

so that at the name of Jesus 

every knee will bow ï in heaven and on earth and under 

the earth ï
11

and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is 

Lord to the glory of God the Father. 
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II. Jesus Christ and God 

The claim that Jesus Christ is the Son of God is one of 

the most central teachings in the NT. In addition to this, 

the NT says much that associates Jesus Christ with 

God. This teaching forms the basis of a large portion of 

what distinguishes Christianity from other religions. 

a) Jesus Christ Is the Son of God (I):  
General 

Jesus Christ is the Son of God . . . 

HEB 4:14  Therefore since we [believers] have a great high 

priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son 

of God, let us hold fast to our confession. 

. . . Jesus Christ is Godôs only Son 

1JN 4:9B  God has sent his one and only Son into the 

world so that we may live through him. 

So, God is Jesus Christôs Father . . . 

COL 1:3  [PAUL ,  TO THE COLOSSIAN BELIEVERS :]  We 

always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, in 

our prayers for you.  GW 

. . . and God loves his Son 

JOHN 3:35  The Father loves the Son and has placed all 

things under his authority. 

Jesus Christ is the image of God . . . 

2COR 4:4B  é the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the 

image of God. 

The assertion that Jesus Christ is the image of God ï 

having the form and fullness of God (as per the following 

subsection) ï reflects and supports the assertion that 

Jesus Christ is the Son of God. 

. . . Jesus Christ has the form and fullness of God 

PHIL 2:5ï6  [PAUL,  TO BELIEVERS : ]  You should have the 

same attitude toward one another that Christ Jesus had, 
6
who though he existed in the form of God did not regard 

equality with God as something to be grasped é 

COL 1:19  For God was pleased to have all his fullness 

dwell in the Son é 

The phrase ñall his fullnessò refers to: the fullness of 

Godôs nature (cf. GNT, NIrV) ï ñthe sum total of the 

divine perfection, powers, and attributesò (AMP); 

and/or ñall of himselfò (NCV; cf. CEV, NLT), meaning 

that God himself in all his fullness dwells in Jesus 

Christ. 

b) Jesus Christ Is the Son of God (II):  
Testimony 

God testifies to Jesus Christ being his Son 

MATT 3:16ï17  After Jesus was baptized, just as he was 

coming up out of the water, the heavens opened and he 

saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming 

on him. 
17

And a voice from heaven said, ñThis is my one 

dear Son; in him I take great delight.ò 

Jesus Christ himself testifies to being the Son of God 

MATT 26:63ï64A  But Jesus kept silent. And the high 

priest answered and said to Him, ñI put You under oath 

by the living God: Tell us if You are the Christ, the Son of 

God!ò 
64

Jesus said to him, ñIt is as you said.  NKJV 

Others also testify to Jesus Christ being the Son 
of God 

MARK 3:11  When evil spirits saw Jesus, they fell down 

before him and shouted, ñYou are the Son of God!ò  

NCVÊ 

JOHN 1:32ï34  And John gave this testimony: ñI saw the 

Spirit come down like a dove from heaven and stay on 

him. 
33

I still did not know that he was the one, but God, 

who sent me to baptize with water, had said to me, óYou 

will see the Spirit come down and stay on a man; he is 

the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.ô 
34

I have seen 

it,ò said John, ñand I tell you that he is the Son of God.ò  

GNT 

Jesus Christôs deeds are evidence that he is the 
Son of God . . . 

JOHN 20:30ï31  Now Jesus performed many other 

miraculous signs in the presence of the disciples, which 

are not recorded in this book. 
31

But these are recorded so 

that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 

God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 

The phrase ñthese are recordedò (v. 31) refers to the 

miraculous signs that John did record as testimony to 

Jesus Christ being the Son of God, his miraculous deeds 

giving credence to his miraculous claim. 

. . . Other events of Jesus Christôs incarnation are 
further evidence 

MATT 27:50ï52, 54   Then Jesus cried out again with a 

loud voice and gave up his spirit. 
51

Just then the temple 

curtain was torn in two, from top to bottom. The earth 

shook and the rocks were split apart. 
52

And tombs were 

opened, and the bodies of many saints who had died were 

raised. é 
54

Now when the centurion and those with him 

who were guarding Jesus saw the earthquake and what 

took place, they were extremely terrified and said, ñTruly 

this one was Godôs Son!ò 

ROM 1:3ï4  It [the gospel] is about his Son, our Lord Jesus 

Christ: as to his humanity, he was born a descendant of 

David; 
4
as to his divine holiness, he was shown with great 
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power to be the Son of God by being raised from death.  

GNT 

Jesus Christôs resurrection is a powerful testimony to him 

being the Son of God. 

c) Jesus Christ and God Are One 

(æ Jesus Christ Is Related to like God, p. 27; II. God, Jesus 
Christ and the Holy Spirit as One, p. 32) 

Jesus Christ and God are one ï each is in the other 

JOHN 10:30, 36ï38  [JESUS: ]  The Father and I are one. 

é 
36

do you say about the one whom the Father set apart 

and sent into the world, óYou are blaspheming,ô because I 

said, óI am the Son of Godô? 
37

If I do not perform the 

deeds of my Father, do not believe me. 
38

But if I do them, 

even if you do not believe me, believe the deeds, so that 

you may come to know and understand that I am in the 

Father and the Father is in me. 

A number of commentators state that the Greek for ñoneò 

(v. 30) is neuter, meaning that it denotes ñone thingò, 

rather than ñone personò. God (the Father) and Jesus 

Christ are generally understood to have a unity of 

essence or nature, but not be the same person. 

Particularly in light of the assertion that ñI am in the 

Father and the Father is in meò (v. 38b) this would 

appear to involve a spiritual union. This would include a 

unity of purpose, as vv. 37ï38a suggest. 

To know or see Jesus Christ is to know or see God 

JOHN 14:7ï9   [JESUS ,  TO HIS DISCIPLES :]  If you have 

known me, you will know my Father too. And from now 

on you do know him and have seen him.ò 
8
Philip said, 

ñLord, show us the Father, and we will be content.ò 
9
Jesus replied, ñHave I been with you for so long, and 

you have not known me, Philip? The person who has 

seen me has seen the Father! How can you say, óShow us 

the Fatherô? 

Jesus Christ is called ñGodò . . . 

JOHN 20:28  Thomas replied to him [Jesus], ñMy Lord 

and my God!ò 

JOHN 1:1  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 

was with God, and the Word was God.  ESV 

Jesus Christ is understood to be ñthe Wordò ï with the 

man Jesus being the manifestation of ñthe Wordò (cf. 

v. 14). 

. . . and titles of God are applied to Jesus Christ 

LUKE 2:11  [AN ANGEL,  TO SHEPHERDS :]  Today your 

Savior is born in the city of David. He is Christ the Lord. 

The Greek word used for ñLordò in the NT, is the same 

Greek word used for Godôs name ï ñLORDò (or 

ñYahwehò) ï in the Septuagint (the Greek version of the 

OT). It is used many times in reference to God 

(particularly in the OT) and also in reference to Jesus 

Christ (in the NT, as demonstrated here). 

REV 22:13  [JESUS CHRIST :]  I am the Alpha and the 

Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the 

End.  NCVÊ 

This alludes to Godôs descriptions of himself as: ñthe first 

andé the lastò (Isa 44:6; cf. 48:12); ñthe Alpha and the 

Omegaò (Rev 1:8); and ñthe Alpha and the Omega, the 

Beginning and the End.ò (Rev 21:6). 

Other OT references to God are applied to Jesus 
Christ 

EPH 4:7ï8  [PAUL ,  TO BELIEVERS : ]  But to each one of us 

grace was given according to the measure of the gift of 

Christ. 
8
Therefore it says, ñWhen he ascended on high he 

captured captives; he gave gifts to men.ò 

Verse 8 quotes Psalm 68:18 and Philippians 2:9ï11 

below alludes to Isaiah 45:23b. Both of the OT verses 

contain references to God which are applied to Jesus 

Christ in these NT verses. 

PHIL 2:9ï11  As a result God exalted him and gave him 

the name that is above every name, 
10

so that at the name 

of Jesus every knee will bow ï in heaven and on earth and 

under the earth ï
11

and every tongue confess that Jesus 

Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father. 

Some actions are attributed to both God and 
Jesus Christ 

LUKE 8:38ï39  The man from whom the demons had 

gone out begged to go with him, but Jesus sent him away, 

saying, 
39
ñReturn to your home, and declare what God 

has done for you.ò So he went away, proclaiming 

throughout the whole town what Jesus had done for him. 

MARK 2:5ï7  When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the 

paralytic, ñSon, your sins are forgiven.ò 
6
Now some of 

the experts in the law were sitting there, turning these 

things over in their minds: 
7
ñWhy does this man speak 

this way? He is blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but 

God alone?ò 

Although the teachers of the law were mistaken in 

thinking that Jesus could not forgive sins, they were 

correct in asserting that the authority and capacity to 

forgive sins belongs to God. 

Some things are said to be both Godôs and Jesus 
Christôs 

EPH 5:5  For you can be confident of this one thing: that 

no person who is immoral, impure, or greedy (such a 

person is an idolater) has any inheritance in the kingdom 

of Christ and God. 

REV 7:10  They [believers in heaven] were shouting out in 

a loud voice, ñSalvation belongs to our God, to the one 

seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!ò 
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d) Jesus Christ Is Related to like God 

The fact that Godôs people relate to (or treat) Jesus 

Christ in ways in which they relate to God, reflects a 

unity or oneness of Jesus Christ with God. Thus the 

teaching in this section supplements the teaching in the 

previous section. 

Jesus Christ is worshiped 

LUKE 24:51ï52  While he [Jesus] was blessing them, he 

parted from them and was taken up to heaven. 
52

They 

worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy.  

ISV 

In conjunction with biblical teaching that God alone is to 

be worshiped, the Bibleôs accounts of people worshiping 

Jesus Christ are indicative of his oneness with God. 

Jesus Christ is honored and glorified 

JOHN 5:22ï23  Furthermore, the Father does not judge 

anyone, but has assigned all judgment to the Son, 
23

so 

that all people will honor the Son just as they honor the 

Father. The one who does not honor the Son does not 

honor the Father who sent him. 

2PET 3:18  [PETER,  TO BELIEVERS : ]  But grow in the grace 

and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Glory be to him now and forever! Amen.  NCVÊ 

People pray to Jesus Christ 

JOHN 14:14  [JESUS,  TO HIS DISCIPLES :]  If you ask me 

anything in my name, I will do it. 

ACTS 7:59ï60  They continued to stone Stephen while he 

prayed, ñLord Jesus, receive my spirit!ò 
60

Then he fell to 

his knees and cried out with a loud voice, ñLord, do not 

hold this sin against them!ò When he had said this, he 

died. 

People obey and serve Jesus Christ 

MATT 28:19ï20A  [JESUS ,  TO HIS DISCIPLES : ]  Therefore 

go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 

the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
20

teaching them to obey everything I have commanded 

you. 

JAMES 1:1A  From James, a servant of God and of our 

Lord Jesus Christ.  CEV 

People have faith in Jesus Christ 

JOHN 14:1  Jesus said to his disciples, ñDonôt be worried! 

Have faith in God and have faith in me.  CEV 

People put their hope in Jesus Christ 

1THES 1:3B  [PAUL ,  TO THE THESSALONIAN BELIEVERS:]  

And we thank him that you continue to be strong because 

of your hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.  NCVÊ 

e) Addendum:  The Concept of 
Subordination 

(æ Epilogue:  God Works through Jesus Christ, p. 98) 

The concept of Jesus Christ being eternally subordinate 

to God (as opposed to only being subordinate to God 

during his incarnation) is a historical doctrine that is still 

debated by Christian scholars. As such, some would 

disagree with or wish to qualify propositions put forward 

in this section. 

So in ñcoming to grips withò the propositions in this 

section, one should do so prayerfully and be prepared to 

research further (e.g. consult commentaries). As well as 

reading them critically, one should also approach them 

with an open mind, to try to understand or explain them, 

rather than aiming to ñexplain them awayò. 

Jesus Christ is described as being subordinate 
to God 

1COR 11:3  [PAUL: ]  But I want you to know that Christ is 

the head of every man, and the man is the head of a 

woman, and God is the head of Christ. 

1COR 15:28   But when everything has been put under 

him, then the Son himself will also become subject to the 

one who put everything under him, so that God may be 

all in all.  ISV 

God is both the God and the Father of Jesus Christ 

JOHN 20:17  Jesus replied, ñDo not touch me, for I have 

not yet ascended to my Father. Go to my brothers and tell 

them, óI am ascending to my Father and your Father, to 

my God and your God.ôò 

EPH 1:3, 17  [PAUL ,  TO BELIEVERS : ]  Blessed is the God 

and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us 

with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly realms in 

Christ. é 
17

I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

the Father of glory, may give you spiritual wisdom and 

revelation in your growing knowledge of him, é 

The expression ñthe God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christò (v. 3) also occurs in Romans 15:6, 2 Corinthians 

1:3 and 1 Peter 1:3. 2 Corinthians 11:31 uses the similar 

expression, ñThe God and Father of the Lord Jesus éò 

Jesus Christ was chosen and sent by God . . . 

LUKE 9:35  A voice came from the cloud, saying, ñThis is 

my Son, whom I have chosen. Listen to him!ò  NCVÊ 

JOHN 8:42  Jesus replied, ñIf God were your Father, you 

would love me, for I have come from God and am now 

here. I have not come on my own initiative, but he sent 

me. 

. . . Jesus Christ is Godôs servant 

ACTS 4:30  [THE EARLY BELIEVERS ,  PRAYING TO GOD :]  

Stretch out your hand to heal, and grant that wonders and 

miracles may be performed through the name of your 

holy Servant Jesus.  GNT 
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HEB 8:2  He [Christ] serves as High Priest in the Most 

Holy Place, that is, in the real tent which was put up by 

the Lord, not by human hands.  GNT 

Godôs seniority is reflected by the things that God 
has done for Jesus Christ 

JOHN 5:26  For as the Father has life in himself, so he has 

granted the Son also to have life in himself.  ESV 

COL 1:19  For God was pleased to have all his fullness 

dwell in the Son é 

HEB 1:1ï2  Long ago, at many times and in many ways, 

God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, 
2
but in these 

last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he 

appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he 

created the world.  ESV 

Note:  Verses speaking of equality of Jesus Christ 
with God 

(æ Jesus Christ is the image of God . . ., p. 25; . . . Jesus Christ 
has the form and fullness of God, p. 25; Jesus Christ and God 
Are One, p. 26; Jesus Christ Is Related to like God, p. 27) 

JOHN 5:16ï18  Now because Jesus was doing these things 

on the Sabbath, the Jewish leaders began persecuting 

him. 
17

So he told them, ñMy Father is working until now, 

and I too am working.ò 
18

For this reason the Jewish 

leaders were trying even harder to kill him, because not 

only was he breaking the Sabbath, but he was also calling 

God his own Father, thus making himself equal with God. 

JOHN 5:22ï23A  Furthermore, the Father does not judge 

anyone, but has assigned all judgment to the Son, 
23

so 

that all people will honor the Son just as they honor the 

Father. 

PHIL 2:5ï7  [PAUL,  TO BELIEVERS : ]  You should have the 

same attitude toward one another that Christ Jesus had, 
6
who though he existed in the form of God did not regard 

equality with God as something to be grasped 
7
but 

emptied himself by taking on the form of a slave, by 

looking like other men, and by sharing in human nature. 

Here ñequality with Godò appears to refer primarily at 

least to ñexisted in the form of Godò. As such v. 6 would 

appear to be referring to Jesus Christ having an equality 

of ñformò with God, speaking of Jesus Christ being 

prepared for his mission to forgo his divine form for ñthe 

form of a slaveò (v. 7). 
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I. General 

(æ II. Godôs Holy Spirit in His People, p. 152) 

The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of God, as often indicated in 

the Bible. This assertion is reflected by the Holy Spiritôs 

divine and imposing attributes. However, the Bible also 

distinguishes the Holy Spirit from God, portraying him as 

a personal being in his own right. 

(Note that in regard to the Holy Spirit and Godôs people, 

see Godôs Holy Spirit in His People, cross referenced 

above.) 

a) The Holy Spirit of God 

The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of God . . . 

GEN 1:2  Now [in the beginning] the earth was without 

shape and empty, and darkness was over the surface of 

the watery deep, but the Spirit of God was moving over 

the surface of the water. 

EPH 4:30  [PAUL,  TO BELIEVERS : ]  And do not grieve the 

Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day 

of redemption. 

The Holy Spirit is Godôs spirit. As such one should bear 

in mind that when the Bible speaks of the Holy Spirit, it is 

in effect speaking of God himself. 

. . . Accordingly, God refers to the Holy Spirit as 
his Spirit 

EZEK 39:29  I will no longer hide my face from them, 

when I pour out my Spirit on the house of Israel, declares 

the sovereign LORD. 

ñSpiritò clearly is referring to the Holy Spirit. 

The Holy Spirit is correlated with Godôs presence 

1JN 3:24  [JOHN,  TO BELIEVERS : ]  And the person who 

keeps his commandments resides in God, and God in 

him. Now by this we know that God resides in us: by the 

Spirit he has given us. 

This verse correlates the Holy Spirit with Godôs presence 

by asserting that the fact that believers have Godôs Spirit 

verifies that God lives in them. 

The Holy Spirit is from God 

(æ God gave the Holy Spirit through Jesus Christ, p. 99; God 
Gives the Holy Spirit to His People, p. 152) 

1COR 2:12  [PAUL ,  TO BELIEVERS : ]  Now we have not 

received the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from 

God, so that we may know the things that are freely given 

to us by God. 

ACTS 2:33  He [Jesus Christ] has been exalted to the right 

hand of God, has received from the Father the promised 

Holy Spirit , and has poured out what you are seeing and 

hearing.  ISV 

God and the Holy Spirit know each otherôs mind 

ROM 8:27  And he [God] who searches our hearts knows 

the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes on 

behalf of the saints according to Godôs will. 

1COR 2:10ï11  [PAUL,  TO BELIEVERS : ]  The Spirit searches 

out all things, even the deep secrets of God. 
11

Who knows 

the thoughts that another person has? Only a personôs 

spirit that lives within him knows his thoughts. It is the 

same with God. No one knows the thoughts of God except 

the Spirit of God.  NCVÊ 

b) The Holy Spiritôs Being 

As well as being a spirit, the Holy Spirit is everywhere 

PS 139:7ï8  [DAVID ,  TO GOD :]  Where shall I go from your 

Spirit? Or where shall I flee from your presence? 
8
If I 

ascend to heaven, you are there! If I make my bed in 

Sheol, you are there!  ESV 

Verse 7 links the Holy Spirit with Godôs presence, and so 

along with v. 8 implies that the Holy Spirit is omnipresent 

ï i.e. everywhere. 

The Holy Spirit is eternal 

HEB 9:14A  How much more is done by the blood of 

Christ. He offered himself through the eternal Spirit as a 

perfect sacrifice to God.  NCVÊ 

The Holy Spirit has great power . . . 

ISA 11:2  And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him 

[the Messiah], the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the 

Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and 

the fear of the LORD.  ESV 

1JN 4:4  [JOHN ,  TO BELIEVERS : ]  You are from God, little 

children, and have conquered them, because the one who 

is in you is greater than the one who is in the world. 

The ñone who is in youò is most likely referring to the 

Holy Spirit. As such, the description of the Holy Spirit as 

greater than Satan ï ñthe one who is in the worldò ï is 

indicative of the Spiritôs great power. 

. . . and the Holy Spirit can enable people to do 
great things 

ZEC 4:6Bï7  [GOD,  TO ZERUBBABEL : ]  óNot by strength and 

not by power, but by my Spirit,ô says the LORD who rules 

over all.ò 
7
ñWhat are you, you great mountain? Because 

of Zerubbabel you will become a level plain! And he will 

bring forth the temple capstone with shoutings of óGrace! 

Grace!ô because of this.ò 

Zerubbabel would not rebuild the temple with the aid of 

outstanding human might or power, but through the 

power and direction of the Holy Spirit (v. 6) ï who would 

help Zerubbabel overcome mountainous obstacles 

(v. 7a). 
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The Holy Spirit has great knowledge . . . 

JOHN 14:26  [JESUS,  TO HIS DISCIPLES :]  But the 

Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in 

my name, will teach you everything, and will cause you 

to remember everything I said to you. 

That the Holy Spirit would teach them ñeverythingò and 

cause them to remember everything Jesus had said to 

them is indicative of the Holy Spiritôs profound 

knowledge. 

. . . The Holy Spirit even has knowledge of the future 

1TIM 4:1  Now the Spirit explicitly says that in the later 

times some will desert the faith and occupy themselves 

with deceiving spirits and demonic teachings é 

The Holy Spirit has great wisdom 

ACTS 6:9ï10  But some men from the Synagogue of the 

Freedmen (as it was called), both Cyrenians and 

Alexandrians, as well as some from Cilicia and the 

province of Asia, stood up and argued with Stephen. 
10

Yet they were not able to resist the wisdom and the 

Spirit with which he spoke. 

This suggests that Stephenôs profound wisdom was a 

product of the Holy Spirit ï indicative of the Holy Spirit 

having great wisdom. 

c) The Holy Spiritôs Personhood 

The Holy Spirit is distinguished from God and 
Jesus Christ 

JOHN 15:26  [JESUS ,  TO HIS DISCIPLES : ]  But when the 

Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, 

the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will 

bear witness about me.  ESV 

EPH 4:4ï6  [PAUL ,  TO BELIEVERS : ]  There is one body and 

one Spirit , just as you too were called to the one hope of 

your calling, 
5
one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 

6
one God 

and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in 

all. 

The Holy Spirit has a mind 

ROM 8:27  And he [God] who searches our hearts knows 

the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes on 

behalf of the saints according to Godôs will. 

1COR 12:11  [PAUL,  TO BELIEVERS : ]  But it is the Spirit 

who does all this and decides which gifts to give to each 

of us.  CEV 

That the Holy Spirit ñdecidesò such things is indicative of 

him having his own mind and will. 

The Holy Spirit is referred to with personal pronouns 

JOHN 16:13  [JESUS ,  TO HIS DISCIPLES :]  But when he, the 

Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. For 

he will not speak on his own authority, but will speak 

whatever he hears, and will tell you what is to come. 

1COR 6:19  [PAUL ,  TO BELIEVERS : ]  Or do you not know 

that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in 

you, whom you have from God, and you are not your 

own? 

The fact that personal pronouns are used of the Holy 

Spirit suggests that he is an entity in his own right, as 

well as alluding to him being a personal being. 

The Holy Spirit has personal characteristics 

ROM 15:30  [PAUL,  TO BELIEVERS : ]  Now I urge you, 

brothers and sisters, through our Lord Jesus Christ and 

through the love of the Spirit, to join fervently with me in 

prayer to God on my behalf. 

GAL 5:22ï23A  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 

peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
23

gentleness, and selfïcontrol. 

Each of these characteristics is described as a ñfruit of 

the Spiritò because ï like fruit from a tree ï their source 

and means of growth is the Holy Spirit. Arguably this 

implies that as their source and the one who fosters 

them, the Holy Spiritôs own character is reflected in them. 

The Holy Spirit communicates . . . 

ROM 8:16  [PAUL,  TO BELIEVERS : ]  The Spirit himself bears 

witness to our spirit that we are Godôs children. 

ROM 8:26B  [PAUL ,  TO BELIEVERS : ]  But the Spirit himself 

speaks to God for us, even begs God for us with deep 

feelings that words cannot explain.  NCVÊ 

. . . and the Holy Spirit interacts in other ways 

ACTS 9:31B  The church became stronger, as the Holy 

Spirit encouraged it and helped it grow.  CEV 

ROM 8:14  For all who are led by the Spirit of God are the 

sons of God. 

Note:  Like a person, the Holy Spirit can be 
treated wrongly 

EPH 4:30  [PAUL,  TO BELIEVERS : ]  And do not grieve the 

Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day 

of redemption. 

Note that this verse indicates that ï like people ï the 

Holy Spirit has feelings. This further testifies to the Holy 

Spiritôs personhood. 
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II. God, Jesus Christ and the Holy 
Spirit as One 

(æ Jesus Christ and God Are One, p. 26) 

The NT speaks of God the Father, Jesus Christ and the 

Holy Spirit as three identities, but also shows them as 

being related to each other in a unique and indivisible 

unity. From this comes the concept of them being three 

ñpersonsò but also being one entity, the doctrine of the 

Trinity. This close-knit relationship between God, Jesus 

Christ and the Holy Spirit is one of the most intriguing 

and debated aspect of the Bible. The following provides 

some basic ñbuilding blocksò for coming to terms with 

this relationship. 

a) Mutual Association 

God, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit are very 
closely associated 

MATT 28:19  [JESUS ,  TO HIS DISCIPLES :]  Therefore go and 

make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 

of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit é 

The phrase ñthe name ofò denotes a single name. Here it 

is applied to all three of God, Jesus Christ and the Holy 

Spirit. As such it points to a very close relationship 

between the three. 

2COR 13:14  [PAUL ,  TO BELIEVERS : ]  The grace of the Lord 

Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.  NCVÊ 

The close association of God, Jesus Christ and the Holy 

Spirit is pointed to by the attributing of these 

complementary blessings to the three of them at the one 

time. 

The Holy Spirit is identified with God . . . 

ACTS 5:3, 4B  But Peter said, ñAnanias, why has Satan 

filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and keep back 

for yourself part of the proceeds from the sale of the 

land? 
4
é You have not lied to people but to God!ò 

Peter indicates that to lie to the Holy Spirit (v. 3) is to lie 

to God (v. 4). As such Peter identifies the Holy Spirit with 

God. 

. . . and the Holy Spirit is also identified with 
Jesus Christ 

2COR 3:17ï18  [PAUL,  TO BELIEVERS :]  Now the Lord is 

the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is present, 

there is freedom. 
18

And we all, with unveiled faces 

reflecting the glory of the Lord, are being transformed 

into the same image from one degree of glory to another, 

which is from the Lord, who is the Spirit. 

There are a number of interpretations of ñthe Lord is the 

Spiritò (v. 17) and ñthe Lord, who is the Spiritò (v. 18). 

The ones that are arguably the most plausible are 

compatible with a literal reading, demonstrating the very 

close association between the Lord Jesus Christ and the 

Holy Spirit. 

The Holy Spirit is described as both the Spirit of 
God and the Spirit of Jesus Christ 

ROM 8:9  [PAUL,  TO BELIEVERS : ]  You, however, are not in 

the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God lives 

in you. Now if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, 

this person does not belong to him. 

This not only closely correlates the Holy Spirit with God 

and with Jesus Christ, it also associates Jesus Christ 

with God, with the one Spirit being said to be of them 

both. 

God, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit work 
together in unity of purpose . . . 

JOHN 20:21ï22  So Jesus said to them [the disciples] again, 

ñPeace be with you. Just as the Father has sent me, I also 

send you.ò 
22

And after he said this, he breathed on them 

and said, ñReceive the Holy Spirit. 

God sent Jesus Christ to carry out his purposes and 

Jesus Christ sends his people empowered with the Holy 

Spirit to continue his work. 

. . . Most prominently, they work together in 
saving people 

ACTS 5:31ï32  [PETER AND THE OTHER APOSTLES : ]  God 

exalted him to his right hand as Leader and Savior, to 

give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 
32

And 

we are witnesses of these events, and so is the Holy Spirit 

whom God has given to those who obey him. 

Verse 32 points to the Holy Spiritôs role in the salvation 

of people, witnessing to them. This work of the Holy 

Spirit is in conjunction with Godôs will, and with what God 

has done through Jesus Christ (v. 31) to save people. 

b) Mutual Divine Attributes 

Common attributes do not necessarily imply oneness, 

but as the following shared attributes are divine ï and as 

the Bible teaches that there is only one God ï they do 

point to the oneness of God, Jesus Christ and the Holy 

Spirit. The same applies to their common divine roles, 

discussed in the following section ï Mutual Divine Roles. 

The listings here of their mutual divine attributes and 

roles are by no means comprehensive. Note that the 

majority of the subsections are composed of three 

verses or passages ï of which the first refers to God, the 

second to Jesus Christ and the third to the Holy Spirit. 

Omnipresence ï God, Jesus Christ and the Holy 
Spirit are everywhere 

JER 23:24B  ñDo you not know that I am everywhere?ò 

the LORD asks. 

EPH 4:10B  Christ did that to fill everything with his 

presence.  NCVÊ 
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PS 139:7  [DAVID ,  TO GOD :]  Where can I go to get away 

from your Spirit? Where can I run from you?  NCVÊ 

Omnipotence ï they each have infinite, sovereign 
power 

JOB 42:2  I know, LORD, that you are all-powerful; that 

you can do everything you want.  GNT 

PHIL 3:20Bï21   Our Lord Jesus Christ 
21

has power over 

everything, and he will make these poor bodies of ours 

like his own glorious body.  CEV 

1JN 4:4  [JOHN ,  TO BELIEVERS : ]  You are from God, little 

children, and have conquered them, because the one who 

is in you is greater than the one who is in the world. 

As noted earlier, ñthe one who is in youò ï who is greater 

than Satan ï is most likely referring to the Holy Spirit. As 

such this is illustrative of the Holy Spiritôs supreme 

power. 

Omniscience ï they each have complete knowledge 

1JN 3:20  If our conscience condemns us, we know that 

God is greater than our conscience and that he knows 

everything.  GNT 

JOHN 16:30A  [JESUSô DISCIPLES ,  TO JESUS: ]  Now we 

know that you know everything and do not need anyone to 

ask you anything. 

1COR 2:10B  For the Spirit searches all things, even the 

deep things of God. 

The Holy Spirit searches out or finds out all things (cf. 

CEV, NCV, NLT). 

Divine glory 

NUM 14:21  [GOD :]  But truly, as I live, all the earth will 

be filled with the glory of the LORD. 

MATT 25:31  When the Son of Man comes in his glory and 

all the angels with him, then he will sit on his glorious 

throne. 

1PET 4:14  [PETER,  TO BELIEVERS : ]  If you are insulted for 

the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of 

glory, who is the Spirit of God, rests on you. 

Eternal existence 

PS 93:2  [A  PSALMIST,  TO GOD : ]  Your throne is 

established from of old; you are from everlasting.  ESV 

REV 22:13  [JESUS CHRIST :]  I am the Alpha and the 

Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end! 

Alpha and Omega are the first and the last letters of the 

Greek alphabet, used together to depict Jesus Christ 

spanning all time ï as do the subsequent pairings in the 

verse. 

HEB 9:14A  How much more is done by the blood of 

Christ. He offered himself through the eternal Spirit as a 

perfect sacrifice to God.  NCVÊ 

Holiness 

REV 4:8B  ñHoly Holy Holy is the Lord God, the Allï

Powerful, Who was and who is, and who is still to 

come!ò 

JOHN 6:69  [THE DISCIPLES ,  TO JESUS: ]  We have come to 

believe and to know that you are the Holy One of God! 

HEB 10:15A  The Holy Spirit also tells us about this.  

NCVÊ 

c) Mutual Divine Roles 

The following subsections point to the oneness of God, 

Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit by attributing the same 

divine roles or actions to all three. These common roles 

also reflect the fact that God works through Jesus Christ 

and the Holy Spirit. Note that the latter roles are not 

exclusively divine in every sense, with believers also 

having roles akin to them. 

God, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit are each 
ascribed a primary role in creation 

NEH 9:6  You alone are the LORD. You made the heavens, 

even the highest heavens, along with all their multitude of 

stars, the earth and all that is on it, the seas and all that 

is in them. You impart life to them all, and the multitudes 

of heaven worship you. 

JOHN 1:3  All things were created by him [Christ], and 

apart from him not one thing was created that has been 

created. 

JOB 33:4  [ELIHU :]  The Spirit of God has made me, and 

the breath of the Almighty gives me life. 

They each give spiritual or eternal life 

1JN 5:11B  God has given us eternal life, and this life is 

in his Son. 

JOHN 5:21  For just as the Father raises the dead and 

gives them life, so also the Son gives life to whomever he 

wishes. 

JOHN 6:63A  The Spirit is the one who gives life; human 

nature is of no help! 

They each make Godôs people holy 

LEV 20:8  Obey my laws, because I am the LORD and I 

make you holy.  GNT 

EPH 5:25ï27  Husbands, love your wives just as Christ 

loved the church and gave himself for her 
26

to sanctify 

her by cleansing her with the washing of the water by the 

word, 
27

so that he may present the church to himself as 

glorious ï not having a stain or wrinkle, or any such 

blemish, but holy and blameless. 

ROM 15:16B  [PAUL : ]  I do this in order that I might bring 

the nations to God as an acceptable offering, made holy 

by the Holy Spirit.  GW 



34   Part A.  God and Spiritual Powers 

 

They each are constantly with Godôs people 

DEUT 31:8  [MOSES ,  TO THE ISRAELITES :]  The LORD will 

lead you into the land. He will always be with you and 

help you, so donôt ever be afraid of your enemies.  CEV 

MATT 28:20B  [JESUS ,  TO HIS DISCIPLES :]  And remember, 

I am with you always, to the end of the age. 

JOHN 14:17B  [JESUS ,  TO HIS DISCIPLES :]  But you know 

the Spirit, who is with you and will keep on living in you.  

CEV 

They each strengthen Godôs people 

ISA 41:10B  I am your God. I will strengthen you. I will 

help you. I will support you with my victorious right 

hand.  GW 

PHIL 4:13  I can do everything through Christ who 

strengthens me.  GW 

ACTS 1:8  [JESUS ,  TO HIS DISCIPLES :]  But you will receive 

power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you 

will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 

Samaria, and to the farthest parts of the earth. 

They each teach Godôs people 

ISA 48:17B  [GOD ,  TO ISRAEL: ]  I am the LORD your God. I 

teach you what is best for you. I lead you where you 

should go.  GW 

2TIM 2:7  [PAUL ,  TO T IMOTHY: ]  Think about what I am 

saying and the Lord will give you understanding of all 

this. 

JOHN 14:26  [JESUS,  TO HIS DISCIPLES :]  But the 

Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in 

my name, will teach you everything, and will cause you 

to remember everything I said to you. 

They each give Godôs people joy and peace 

ROM 15:13  [PAUL,  TO BELIEVERS : ]  Now may the God of 

hope fill you with all joy and peace as you believe in him, 

so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy 

Spirit. 

JOHN 15:11   [JESUS ,  TO HIS DISCIPLES :]  I have told you 

these things so that my joy may be in you, and your joy 

may be complete. 

JOHN 14:27  [JESUS,  TO HIS DISCIPLES : ]  Peace I leave 

with you; my peace I give to you; I do not give it to you 

as the world does. Do not let your hearts be distressed or 

lacking in courage. 

GAL 5:22ï23  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 

patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
23

gentleness, 

and selfïcontrol. Against such things there is no law. 



 

 35 

 

5. Angels, Satan and Demons 

I. Angels 

a) Attributes of Angels ................................................................................ 36 

b) Angels and God ...................................................................................... 37 

c) Angels and Godôs People ....................................................................... 37 

d) Further Teaching about Angels .............................................................. 38 

II. Satan and Demons 

a) Satanôs Evilness ..................................................................................... 39 

b) Satanôs Power ........................................................................................ 39 

c) Satanôs Work against Godôs People ....................................................... 40 

d) Demons .................................................................................................. 41 

 

 



36   Part A.  God and Spiritual Powers 

 

I. Angels 

The Bible often mentions angels. The existence and role 

of these mighty servants of God should be a great 

encouragement to believers. This is in no small part due 

to the fact that their work often involves believers, 

including giving believers supernatural help. 

Note that while the great majority of references to angels 

in the Bible are to Godôs holy angels, evil angels are also 

mentioned. These evil angels are commonly identified 

with demons (discussed in the second half of this 

chapter). In headings in this book, ñAngelsò primarily 

refer to angels of God. But bear in mind that some 

concepts, such as angels being very powerful, are 

applicable to all angels. 

a) Attributes of Angels 

Angels have human-like features, but are very 
awesome in appearance . . . 

DAN 10:5ï6  [DANIEL ,  DESCRIBING A VISION : ]  I looked up 

and saw a man clothed in linen; around his waist was a 

belt made of gold from Upaz. 
6
His body resembled yellow 

jasper, and his face had an appearance like lightning. 

His eyes were like blazing torches; his arms and feet had 

the gleam of polished bronze. His voice thundered forth 

like the sound of a large crowd. 

This is describing an angel. The reference to the angel 

as a ñmanò and the mention of his human-like features 

(waist, face, eyes, arms and feet) suggest that angels 

have a human-like form. 

. . . Angels also have wings and can fly 

ISA 6:2  [ ISAIAH ,  DESCRIBING A VISION OF A SCENE IN  

HEAVEN :]  Seraphs stood over him [God]; each one had six 

wings. With two wings they covered their faces, with two 

they covered their feet, and they used the remaining two 

to fly. 

The ñseraphsò are apparently a high order or class of 

angelic beings. This verse illustrates that at least some 

kinds of angelic beings have wings. 

Angels are very powerful 

2THES 1:7B  He will do this when the Lord Jesus is 

revealed, coming from heaven with his mighty angels in a 

blazing fire.  GW 

MATT 28:2  Suddenly there was a severe earthquake, for 

an angel of the Lord descending from heaven came and 

rolled away the stone and sat on it. 

The accompanying earthquake appears to be indicative 

of the angelôs awesome power. The stone was the very 

large one that had sealed the entrance to Jesusô tomb. 

Angels have great wisdom and knowledge ï but 
their knowledge is limited 

2SAM 14:20  [A  W ISE W OMAN,  TO DAVID : ]  My master, you 

are wise like an angel of God who knows everything that 

happens on earth.  NCVÊ 

MARK 13:32  [JESUS ,  SPEAKING OF THE TIME OF HIS 

RETURN :]  But as for that day or hour no one knows it ï 

neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son ï except the 

Father. 

Angels can communicate and interact with others 

(æ Rev 22:8ï9 Ė; Angels worship God and Jesus Christ, p. 37; 
Angels give Godôs people messages, such as instructions . . ., 
p. 37; . . . They also give messages about future events, p. 37) 

1KI 19:5ï7  Then he [Elijah] lay down under the tree and 

slept. Suddenly an angel came to him and touched him. 

ñGet up and eat,ò the angel said. 
6
Elijah saw near his 

head a loaf baked over coals and a jar of water, so he ate 

and drank. Then he went back to sleep. 
7
Later the LORDôS 

angel came to him a second time. The angel touched him 

and said, ñGet up and eat. If you donôt, the journey will 

be too hard for you.ò  NCVÊ 

Angels have a will . . . 

1PET 1:12   They [the prophets] were shown that they were 

serving not themselves but you, in regard to the things 

now announced to you through those who proclaimed the 

gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven ï 

things angels long to catch a glimpse of. 

This clearly illustrates that angels have a will ï also 

suggesting that they have a mind and the ability to 

reason. 

. . . and angels have emotions ï notably joy 

JOB 38:6ï7  [GOD ,  TO JOB: ]  What were the earthôs 

foundations set on, or who put its cornerstone in place 
7
while the morning stars sang together and all the angels 

shouted with joy?  NCVÊ 

Note that the fact that angels have a will and emotions 

suggests that they are personal beings. 

Angels are holy 

MARK 8:38  [JESUS :]  For if anyone is ashamed of me and 

my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the 

Son of Man will also be ashamed of him when he comes 

in the glory of his Father with the holy angels. 

Further attributes of angels 

HEB 1:14  All the angels are spirits who serve God and 

are sent to help those who will receive salvation.  NCVÊ 

Angels are spiritual beings. 

LUKE 20:36  Nor can they die anymore, because they are 

like the angels and, since they share in the resurrection, 

are Godôs children.  ISV 

Angels are immortal. 
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b) Angels and God 

Angels are with God, surrounding him and even 
standing in his presence 

REV 5:11A  [JOHN ,  DESCRIBING A VISION OF A SCENE IN 

HEAVEN :]  Then I looked and heard the voice of many 

angels in a circle around the throne, as well as the living 

creatures and the elders. 

LUKE 1:19  The angel answered him [Zechariah], ñI am 

Gabriel, who stands in the presence of God, and I was 

sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news. 

Angels worship God and Jesus Christ 

REV 7:11ï12  [JOHN,  DESCRIBING A VISION OF A SCENE IN  

HEAVEN :]  And all the angels stood there in a circle around 

the throne and around the elders and the four living 

creatures, and they threw themselves down with their 

faces to the ground before the throne and worshiped God, 
12

saying, ñAmen! Praise and glory, and wisdom and 

thanksgiving, and honor and power and strength be to 

our God for ever and ever. Amen!ò 

HEB 1:6  And when God brings his firstborn Son into the 

world, he says, ñLet all Godôs angels worship him.ò  

NCVÊ 

Angels serve God . . . 

PS 103:20ï21  Praise the LORD, you angels of his, you 

powerful warriors who carry out his decrees and obey his 

orders! 
21

Praise the LORD, all you warriors of his, you 

servants of his who carry out his desires! 

. . . Angels carry out judgments of God 

PS 78:49  He [God] sent his burning anger, rage, fury, 

and hostility against them. He sent an army of destroying 

angels.  GW 

REV 16:1ï4  [JOHN,  DESCRIBING A VISION : ]  Then I heard a 

loud voice from the temple declaring to the seven angels: 

ñGo and pour out on the earth the seven bowls 

containing Godôs wrath.ò 
2
So the first angel went and 

poured out his bowl on the earth. Then ugly and painful 

sores appeared on the people who had the mark of the 

beast and who worshiped his image. 
3
Next, the second 

angel poured out his bowl on the sea and it turned into 

blood, like that of a corpse, and every living creature that 

was in the sea died. 
4
Then the third angel poured out his 

bowl on the rivers and the springs of water, and they 

turned into blood. 

Carrying out judgments of God is a prominent role of 

angels in their service of God. Note that the ñloud voice 

from the templeò (v. 1) is presumably that of God, giving 

directions to angels. 

Angels also serve Jesus Christ 

MATT 13:41  The Son of Man will send his angels, and 

they will gather from his kingdom everything that causes 

sin as well as all lawbreakers. 

MATT 26:53  [JESUS :]  Donôt you think that I could call on 

my Father to send more than twelve legions of angels to 

help me now?  GNT 

c) Angels and Godôs People 

Angels help and care for Godôs people . . . 

HEB 1:14  What are all the angels? They are spirits sent 

to serve those who are going to receive salvation.  GW 

PS 34:7  The LORDôS angel camps around the LORDôS 

loyal followers and delivers them. 

PS 91:11ï12  For he [God] will order his angels to protect 

you in all you do. 
12

They will lift you up in their hands, so 

you will not slip and fall on a stone. 

Verse 12 figuratively depicts the work of angels in 

protecting Godôs people. 

. . . Examples of angels, sent by God, saving 
Godôs people 

DAN 6:22  [DANIEL ,  TO K ING DARIUS :]  My God sent his 

angel and closed the lionsô mouths so that they have not 

harmed me, because I was found to be innocent before 

him. Nor have I done any harm to you, O king. 

ACTS 12:11   When Peter came to himself, he said, ñNow I 

know for certain that the Lord has sent his angel and 

rescued me from the hand of Herod and from everything 

the Jewish people were expecting to happen.ò 

Angels give Godôs people messages, such as 
instructions . . . 

ACTS 10:3ï6   About three oôclock one afternoon he saw 

clearly in a vision an angel of God who came in and said 

to him, ñCornelius.ò 
4
Staring at him and becoming 

greatly afraid, Cornelius replied, ñWhat is it, Lord?ò The 

angel said to him, ñYour prayers and your acts of charity 

have gone up as a memorial before God. 
5
Now send men 

to Joppa and summon a man named Simon, who is called 

Peter. 
6
This man is staying as a guest with a man named 

Simon, a tanner, whose house is by the sea.ò 

Note that the Hebrew and Greek words for ñangelò carry 

the meaning ñmessengerò. 

. . . They also give messages about future events 

ACTS 27:23ï24  [PAUL : ]  For last night an angel of the 

God to whom I belong and whom I serve came to me 
24

and said, óDo not be afraid, Paul! You must stand before 

Caesar, and God has graciously granted you the safety of 

all who are sailing with you.ô 

REV 22:6  And he [an angel] said to me, ñThese words are 

trustworthy and true. And the Lord, the God of the spirits 

of the prophets, has sent his angel to show his servants 

what must soon take place.ò  ESV 
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Note:  Angels played a role in the introduction of 
the Mosaic Law 

ACTS 7:53  [STEPHEN ,  TO THE JEW ISH LEADERS : ]  You 

received the law by decrees given by angels, but you did 

not obey it. 

Note that the term ñthe Mosaic Lawò in the above 

subheading refers to the law that God gave through 

Moses, which is referred to in this verse. 

d) Further Teaching about Angels 

Angels are very important, . . . 

GAL 4:14B  [PAUL ,  TO THE BELIEVERS IN GALATIA:]  

Instead, you welcomed me as though I were an angel of 

God, as though I were Christ Jesus himself! 

This points to the great importance of angels, even 

making something of a parallel of them with Jesus 

Christ. 

. . . but angels are not to be worshiped 

REV 19:9ï10  Then the angel said to me, ñWrite the 

following: Blessed are those who are invited to the 

banquet at the wedding celebration of the Lamb!ò He also 

said to me, ñThese are the true words of God.ò 
10

So I 

threw myself down at his feet to worship him, but he said, 

ñDo not do this! I am only a fellow servant with you and 

your brothers who hold to the testimony about Jesus. 

Worship God, for the testimony about Jesus is the spirit 

of prophecy.ò 

There are different kinds and ranks of angels 

ISA 6:1ï2   [ ISAIAH ,  DESCRIBING A VISION OF A SCENE IN 

HEAVEN :]  In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the 

Lord sitting on a throne, high and lifted up, and the train 

of His robe filled the temple. 
2
Above it stood seraphim; 

each one had six wings: with two he covered his face, 

with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew.  NKJV 

As noted earlier, seraphim (or seraphs) are understood 

to be a high-ranking order of angels. 

1THES 4:16  For the Lord himself will come down from 

heaven with a shout of command, with the voice of the 

archangel, and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in 

Christ will rise first. 

There are thousands upon thousands of angels 

REV 5:11  [JOHN ,  DESCRIBING A VISION OF A SCENE IN 

HEAVEN :]  Then I looked and heard the voice of many 

angels in a circle around the throne, as well as the living 

creatures and the elders. Their number was ten thousand 

times ten thousand ï thousands times thousands ï é 

Angels reside in heaven 

MATT 24:36  But as for that day and hour no one knows it 

ï not even the angels in heaven ï except the Father alone. 
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II. Satan and Demons 

(æ II. Spiritual Warfare, p. 325) 

Many people find the existence of Satan (i.e. the devil) 

and demons disturbing and choose to avoid the subject. 

But to live the Christian life it is vital to understand our 

chief opponents. Moreover, the Bible has a lot to say 

about Satan and demons ï much of which is in fact 

encouraging to believers. 

a) Satanôs Evilness 

(æ Satanôs Work against Godôs People, p. 40) 

Satan is evil and is opposed to Godôs kingdom 

MATT 13:19  When anyone hears the word about the 

kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one [Satan] 

comes and snatches what was sown in his heart; this is 

the seed sown along the path. 

As such, Satan is opposed to Jesus Christ 

LUKE 22:3ï4  Then Satan entered Judas, called Iscariot, 

who was one of the twelve disciples. 
4
So Judas went off 

and spoke with the chief priests and the officers of the 

temple guard about how he could betray Jesus to them.  

GNT 

2COR 4:4  In their case the god of this world [Satan] has 

blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from 

seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who 

is the image of God.  ESV 

Satan is deceitful . . . 

JOHN 8:44  [JESUS,  TO THE JEW S: ]  You people are from 

your father the devil, and you want to do what your father 

desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does 

not uphold the truth, because there is no truth in him. 

Whenever he lies, he speaks according to his own nature, 

because he is a liar and the father of lies. 

. . . Those who follow Satan likewise are deceitful 

ACTS 13:9ï10  But Saul (also known as Paul), filled with 

the Holy Spirit, stared straight at him [the magician 

Elymas] 
10

and said, ñYou who are full of all deceit and all 

wrongdoing, you son of the devil, you enemy of all 

righteousness ï will you not stop making crooked the 

straight paths of the Lord? 

Note:  Possible reference to Satanôs original state 
and his fall 

EZEK 28:12, 15ï17  Son of man, sing a lament for the 

king of Tyre, and say to him, óThis is what the sovereign 

LORD says: ñóYou were the sealer of perfection, full of 

wisdom, and perfect in beauty. é 
15

You were blameless 

in your behavior from the day you were created, until sin 

was discovered in you. 
16

In the abundance of your trade 

you were filled with violence, and you sinned; so I defiled 

you and banished you from the mountain of God ï the 

guardian cherub expelled you from the midst of the 

stones of fire. 
17

Your heart was proud because of your 

beauty; you corrupted your wisdom on account of your 

splendor. I threw you down to the ground; I placed you 

before kings, that they might see you. 

This is either simply ña lament for the king of Tyreò 

(v. 12) containing highly figurative language, or 

additionally also descriptive of Satan. 

b) Satanôs Power 

Satan is very powerful 

MATT 12:24  But when the Pharisees heard this they said, 

ñHe does not cast out demons except by the power of 

Beelzebul, the ruler of demons!ò 

The name ñBeelzebulò refers to Satan. The description of 

him as ñthe ruler of demonsò points to his extraordinary 

power. 

HEB 2:14  Therefore, since the children share in flesh and 

blood, he [Christ] likewise shared in their humanity, so 

that through death he could destroy the one who holds the 

power of death (that is, the devil), é 

This most likely refers to Satanôs power to induce people 

to sin and so to render them subject to the penalty of 

death. As such he effectively wields the power of death, 

an aspect of his very formidable power. In its ultimate or 

eternal sense, however, this power has now been 

nullified by Jesus Christôs sacrifice and resurrection. 

Satan has great power and authority in the world 

LUKE 4:5ï6  Then the devil led him [Jesus] up to a high 

place and showed him in a flash all the kingdoms of the 

world. 
6
And he said to him, ñTo you I will grant this 

whole realm ï and the glory that goes along with it, for it 

has been relinquished to me, and I can give it to anyone I 

wish. 

1JN 5:19  [JOHN :]  We know that we are from God, and 

the whole world lies in the power of the evil one. 

Satan works in and through unbelievers 

EPH 2:2  [PAUL,  TO BELIEVERS IN EPHESUS : ]  Yes, in the 

past you lived the way the world lives, following the ruler 

of the evil powers that are above the earth. That same 

spirit [Satan] is now working in those who refuse to obey 

God.  NCVÊ 

2TIM 2:25Bï26  Perhaps God will grant them [false 

teachers] repentance and then knowledge of the truth 
26

and they will come to their senses and escape the devilôs 

trap where they are held captive to do his will. 

But, Satan is not as powerful as God, . . . 

ROM 16:20A  [PAUL ,  TO BELIEVERS : ]  The God of peace 

will quickly crush Satan under your feet. 
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. . . nor is Satan as powerful as Jesus Christ 

LUKE 11:14, 21ï22  Now he was casting out a demon that 

was mute. When the demon had gone out, the man who 

had been mute began to speak, and the crowds were 

amazed. é 
21

[JESUS:]  When a strong man, fully armed, 

guards his own palace, his possessions are safe. 
22

But 

when a stronger man attacks and conquers him, he takes 

away the first manôs armor on which the man relied and 

divides up his plunder. 

In v. 22 Jesus is referring to his overpowering of Satan, 

stripping him of his power and taking what was his ï a 

truth demonstrated by Jesus driving out demons (v. 14) 

and thus releasing people from Satanôs grip. 

Note:  Satan stands condemned 

JOHN 16:11B  é the ruler of this world has been 

condemned. 

c) Satanôs Work against Godôs People 

Satan schemes and fights against Godôs people 

EPH 6:11, 16  [PAUL,  TO BELIEVERS :]  Clothe yourselves 

with the full armor of God so that you may be able to 

stand against the schemes of the devil. é 
16

and in all of 

this, by taking up the shield of faith with which you can 

extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 

1PET 5:8  [PETER,  TO BELIEVERS : ]  Be sober and alert. 

Your enemy the devil, like a roaring lion, is on the prowl 

looking for someone to devour. 

Satan tempts Godôs people . . . 

1THES 3:5  [PAUL ,  TO BELIEVERS IN THESSALONICA:]  So 

when I could bear it no longer, I sent to find out about 

your faith, for fear that the tempter somehow tempted you 

and our toil had proven useless. 

. . . and Satan can lead them astray 

2COR 11:3  [PAUL,  TO THE CORINTHIAN BELIEVERS :]  But I 

am afraid that just as the serpent deceived Eve by his 

treachery, your minds may be led astray from a sincere 

and pure devotion to Christ. 

Paul was concerned that just as Eve was deceived by 

Satan, the Corinthians may also be led astray by false 

teachers who were ultimately inspired by Satan. 

Satan can afflict Godôs people 

JOB 2:7  So Satan went out from the presence of the 

LORD, and he afflicted Job with a malignant ulcer from 

the sole of his feet to the top of his head. 

REV 2:10  [JESUS CHRIST ,  TO THE CHURCH IN SMYRNA : ]  

Do not be afraid of the things you are about to suffer. The 

devil is about to have some of you thrown into prison so 

you may be tested, and you will experience suffering for 

ten days. Remain faithful even to the point of death, and I 

will give you the crown that is life itself. 

But Satan can only tempt and afflict as God and 
Jesus Christ permit 

1COR 10:13  [PAUL ,  TO BELIEVERS : ]  No temptation has 

overtaken you that is unusual for human beings. But God 

is faithful, and he will not allow you to be tempted beyond 

your strength. Instead, along with the temptation he will 

also provide a way out, so that you may be able to endure 

it.  ISV 

2COR 12:7ï9  [PAUL: ]  So that I would not become too 

proud of the wonderful things that were shown to me, a 

painful physical problem was given to me. This problem 

was a messenger from Satan, sent to beat me and keep 

me from being too proud. 
8
I begged the Lord three times 

to take this problem away from me. 
9
But he said to me, 

ñMy grace is enough for you. When you are weak, my 

power is made perfect in you.ò So I am very happy to 

brag about my weaknesses. Then Christôs power can live 

in me.  NCVÊ 

Paulôs affliction apparently came from Satan. But Paul 

implies that Jesus Christ permitted it, using it to both 

keep Paul from becoming conceited (v. 7) and make 

Paul receptive to Christôs power working in him. As such, 

this passage illustrates that God and Jesus Christ may 

permit Satan to afflict their people, but only in 

accordance with their purposes. 

Satan accuses Godôs people before God 

JOB 1:8ï11  So the LORD said to Satan, ñHave you 

considered my servant Job? There is no one like him on 

the earth, a pure and upright man, one who fears God and 

turns away from evil.ò 
9
Then Satan answered the LORD, 

ñIs it for nothing that Job fears God? 
10

Have you not 

made a hedge around him and his household and all that 

he has on every side? You have blessed the work of his 

hands, and his livestock have increased in the land. 
11

But 

extend your hand and strike everything he has, and he 

will no doubt curse you to your face!ò 

The Greek word from which ñDevilò comes, means ñan 

accuser, a slandererò. In being used of Satan it points to 

him carrying out such activity, notably accusing and 

slandering believers before God (as is the case in this 

passage). To what extent Satan is still able to accuse 

believers before God, if at all, depends partly on the 

meaning of Revelation 12:7ï12. 
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d) Demons 

Evil spiritual forces are referred to by a number of 

names, including ñdemonsò, ñevil spiritsò, ñspiritsò and 

(evil) ñangelsò. In order to be concise, only ñDemonsò has 

been used in this and the following subheadings. 

Demons are evil and powerful spiritual beings 

EPH 6:12  [PAUL ,  TO BELIEVERS : ]  For our struggle is not 

against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against 

the powers, against the world rulers of this darkness, 

against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavens. 

The terms ñrulersò and ñpowersò are indicative of the 

great ï but limited ï power of demons. The last two 

clauses appear to together refer to the whole of the 

spiritual realm. 

Demons are aligned with Satan 

REV 12:7ï9  Then war broke out in heaven: Michael and 

his angels fought against the dragon, and the dragon and 

his angels fought back. 
8
But the dragon was not strong 

enough to prevail, so there was no longer any place left in 

heaven for him and his angels. 
9
So that huge dragon ï the 

ancient serpent, the one called the devil and Satan, who 

deceives the whole world ï was thrown down to the 

earth, and his angels along with him. 

This illustrates that evil angels or demons are aligned 

with Satan. 

Demons are deceitful, propagating what is false 

1TIM 4:1ï2  Now the Holy Spirit clearly says that in the 

later times some people will stop believing the faith. They 

will follow spirits that lie and teachings of demons. 
2
Such 

teachings come from the false words of liars whose 

consciences are destroyed as if by a hot iron.  NCVÊ 

Note that this refers to the teachings of demons as being 

spread by false teachers. 

Demons can possess people . . . 

MATT 8:28   When he [Jesus] came to the other side, to the 

region of the Gadarenes, two demonïpossessed men 

coming from the tombs met him. They were extremely 

violent, so that no one was able to pass by that way. 

ACTS 19:13  But some itinerant Jewish exorcists tried to 

invoke the name of the Lord Jesus over those who were 

possessed by evil spirits, saying, ñI sternly warn you by 

Jesus whom Paul preaches.ò 

. . . and demons can cause such people much harm 

MATT 15:22  A Canaanite woman from that area came to 

Jesus and cried out, ñLord, Son of David, have mercy on 

me! My daughter has a demon, and she is suffering very 

much.ò  NCVÊ 

LUKE 9:39  [A  FATHER OF A DEMON -POSSESSED BOY: ]  A 

spirit seizes him, and he suddenly screams; it throws him 

into convulsions and causes him to foam at the mouth. It 

hardly ever leaves him alone, torturing him severely. 

Demons both fear and have to submit to God and 
Jesus Christ 

JAMES 2:19  You believe that God is one; well and good. 

Even the demons believe that ï and tremble with fear. 

MARK 1:25ï27  But Jesus rebuked him [a demonï

possessed man]: ñSilence! Come out of him!ò 
26

After 

throwing him into convulsions, the unclean spirit cried 

out with a loud voice and came out of him. 
27

They were 

all amazed so that they asked each other, ñWhat is this? A 

new teaching with authority! He even commands the 

unclean spirits and they obey him.ò 

Demons face eternal punishment 

MATT 25:41  Then he [Jesus Christ] will say to those on his 

left, óDepart from me, you accursed, into the eternal fire 

that has been prepared for the devil and his angels! 
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46   Part B.  God and the World:  Basics 

 

I. General 

The formation of the universe is the most astonishing 

thing that has ever occurred. The Bible claims that God 

not only created the universe, but that he also created 

everything in it. Moreover, it claims that God continues to 

maintain the universe. If we believe that God is capable 

of doing all this, then we should have little trouble in 

accepting the other claims that the Bible makes about 

God. 

a) God Made All Things 

God has made all things 

REV 4:11  ñYou are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive 

glory and honor and power, since you created all things, 

and because of your will they existed and were created!ò 

God made the heavens and the earth ï and 
everything in them 

NEH 9:6A  You are the only LORD. You made the heavens, 

even the highest heavens, with all the stars. You made the 

earth and everything on it, the seas and everything in 

them; you give life to everything.  NCVÊ 

EX 20:11  For in six days the LORD made heaven and 

earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested on the 

seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day 

and made it holy.  ESV 

Some believe that these ñdaysò are literally six 24-hour 

days, while others take them to indicate six 

undetermined periods of time. The fact that God did not 

make the sun until the fourth ñdayò (cf. Gen 1:14ï18) 

arguably supports the latter. 

God made light, alongside the darkness 

GEN 1:2ï5  Now the earth was without shape and empty, 

and darkness was over the surface of the watery deep, but 

the Spirit of God was moving over the surface of the 

water. 
3
God said, ñLet there be light.ò And there was 

light! 
4
God saw that the light was good, so God 

separated the light from the darkness. 
5
God called the 

light ñdayò and the darkness ñnight.ò There was 

evening, and there was morning, marking the first day. 

Note that this and the following subsections listing the 

things God created are in chronological order (cf. 

Gen 1). 

God made the sky 

GEN 1:6ï8  God said, ñLet there be an expanse in the 

midst of the waters and let it separate water from water. 
7
So God made the expanse and separated the water under 

the expanse from the water above it. It was so. 
8
God 

called the expanse ñsky.ò There was evening, and there 

was morning, a second day. 

Verses 6ï7 may mean that the sky (the ñexpanseò) 

separated the atmospheric waters (or clouds) from the 

waters of the earth, or that the earth was enveloped by a 

dense layer of moisture (cf. The Bible Knowledge 

Commentary). 

God made land and sea 

GEN 1:9ï10  God said, ñLet the water under the sky be 

gathered to one place and let dry ground appear.ò It was 

so. 
10

God called the dry ground ñlandò and the gathered 

waters he called ñseas.ò God saw that it was good. 

God made vegetation 

GEN 1:11  God said, ñLet the land produce vegetation: 

plants yielding seeds according to their kinds, and trees 

bearing fruit with seed in it according to their kinds.ò It 

was so. 

God made the sun, moon and stars 

GEN 1:14ï16  God said, ñLet there be lights in the 

expanse of the sky to separate the day from the night, and 

let them be signs to indicate seasons and days and years, 
15

and let them serve as lights in the expanse of the sky to 

give light on the earth.ò It was so. 
16

God made two great 

lights ð the greater light to rule over the day and the 

lesser light to rule over the night. He made the stars also. 

Genesis 1 indicates that God made ñlightò on the first 

ñdayò (cf. vv. 3ï5), but did not make the sun and stars 

until the fourth ñdayò (cf. vv. 14ï18). There are different 

explanations for this. Possibly these entities were made 

from that through which God first provided light and first 

marked off each ñdayò (cf. v. 5); i.e. the fourth ñdayò may 

speak of the source of light being made into the sun and 

stars. 

God made all creatures and people 

GEN 1:21, 25, 27  God created the great sea creatures 

and every living and moving thing with which the water 

swarmed, according to their kinds, and every winged bird 

according to its kind. God saw that it was good. é 
25

God 

made the wild animals according to their kinds, the cattle 

according to their kinds, and all the creatures that creep 

along the ground according to their kinds. God saw that 

it was good. é 
27

God created humankind in his own 

image, in the image of God he created them, male and 

female he created them. 

Note:  All that God makes is good 

GEN 1:31A  God saw all that he had made ï and it was 

very good! 
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b) God Maintains Creation 

Every creatureôs life is dependent on God 

JOB 12:10  The life of every creature and the breath of all 

people are in Godôs hand.  NCVÊ 

PS 36:6  [DAVID,  TO GOD:]  Your justice is like the highest 

mountains, your fairness like the deepest sea; you 

preserve mankind and the animal kingdom. 

God provides food for all creatures . . . 

PS 145:15  [DAVID,  TO GOD: ]  Everything looks to you in 

anticipation, and you provide them with food on a 

regular basis. 

. . . God sends rain on the earth, making it productive 

JER 14:22  [JEREMIAH: ]  Do any of the worthless idols of 

the nations cause rain to fall? Do the skies themselves 

send showers? Is it not you, O Lord our God, who does 

this? So we put our hopes in you because you alone do 

all this. 

ISA 55:10  The rain and snow fall from the sky and do not 

return, but instead water the earth and make it produce 

and yield crops, and provide seed for the planter and 

food for those who must eat. 

Godôs provision of rain and food is abundant . . . 

JOB 36:27ï31  He [God] draws up drops of water; they 

distill the rain into its mist, 
28

which the clouds pour down 

and shower on humankind abundantly. 
29

Who can 

understand the spreading of the clouds, the thunderings of 

his pavilion? 
30

See how he scattered his lightning about 

him; he has covered the depths of the sea. 
31

It is by these 

that he judges the nations and supplies food in 

abundance. 

. . . Godôs provision satisfies his creation 

PS 145:16  [DAVID,  TO GOD: ]  You give them enough and 

satisfy the needs of all.  GNT 

God regulates all aspects of the weather 

JOB 37:6  For to the snow he says, óFall to earth,ô and to 

the torrential rains, óPour down.ô 

JER 10:13  When his voice thunders, the heavenly ocean 

roars. He makes the clouds rise from the farïoff horizons. 

He makes the lightning flash out in the midst of the rain. 

He unleashes the wind from the places where he stores it. 

The first statement attributes to God thunder and the 

associated massing of waters in the sky that lead to a 

storm. 

God controls the cycle of day and night . . . 

AMOS 5:8A  The LORD made the stars, the Pleiades and 

Orion. He turns darkness into daylight, and day into 

night.  GNT 

. . . God also controls the seasons 

GEN 8:22  [GOD : ]  ñWhile the earth continues to exist, 

planting time and harvest, cold and heat, summer and 

winter, and day and night will not cease.ò 

Godôs promise that these things will continue is indicative 

of his control over them. 

God regulates and maintains the other aspects 
of nature 

ISA 51:15  I am the LORD your God, who churns up the 

sea so that its waves surge. The LORD who commands 

armies is his name! 

JER 33:25  But I, the LORD, make the following promise: 

I have made a covenant governing the coming of day and 

night. I have established the fixed laws governing heaven 

and earth. 

God has established and also maintains ñthe fixed lawsò 

of nature that regulate the sky and earth (cf. CEV, GNT, 

NCV, NLT). 

Note:  God made the earth and all creation to last 

PS 78:69  He made his sanctuary as enduring as the 

heavens above; as secure as the earth, which he 

established permanently. 

PS 148:3ï6  Praise him, O sun and moon! Praise him, all 

you shiny stars! 
4
Praise him, O highest heaven, and you 

waters above the sky! 
5
Let them praise the name of the 

LORD, for he gave the command and they came into 

existence. 
6
He established them so they would endure; he 

issued a decree that will not be revoked. 

c) How God Made and Maintains Creation 

God made all things with his wisdom . . . 

PS 104:24  How numerous are your works, O LORD! In 

wisdom you have made them all; the earth is filled with 

your creations.  ISV 

PROV 3:19ï20  The LORD created the earth by his 

wisdom; by his knowledge he set the sky in place. 
20

His 

wisdom caused the rivers to flow and the clouds to give 

rain to the earth.  GNT 

. . . and God made all things with his power 

JER 27:5  [GOD : ]  I made the earth and the people and 

animals on it by my mighty power and great strength, and 

I give it to whomever I see fit. 

God made and maintains all things by his word or 
command 

PS 33:6, 9  By the LORDôs decree the heavens were made; 

by a mere word from his mouth all the stars in the sky 

were created. é 
9
For he spoke, and it came into 

existence, he issued the decree, and it stood firm. 










































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































