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Vi The Bible Unpacked
Foreword
Overview times find it beneficial to first reread the preceding

The aim of this book is to present a compilation of the
Bible& teachings in a clear and readable order, using the
Bible itself i i.e. verses taken from the Bible.

Each chapter is divided into two parts. Both of these parts
contain major headings, which in turn contain groups of
subheadings. The subheadings give key Bible teachings.
They are each followed by a related verse/s. The parts of
the verses that the subheadings reflect are in italics.
Occasionally a heading or a verse is followed by a comment.

The Selection of Verses

All the editions in this series (see The Seven Editions of
The Bible Unpacked, later in this Foreword) are essentially
abbreviated versions of the In-Depth Edition. In that edition
each subheading was derived from the common theme of
the verses following it. As such the subheadings are based
on groups of verses with a common theme, rather than the
verses being selected to support the subheadings. In the
shorter editions the verses (often only one or two) have
been selected from the original groups of verses under the
corresponding subheadings in the In-Depth Edition.

Introductions to Verses

To help readers have a grasp of the context of verses, often
a brief introduction is included, in square brackets. These
introductions usually just state who is speaking and often
who they are speaking to. Bear in mind that apart from
God and Jesus Christ, the most prominent speakers are:

1 Moses i who led the Israelites out of Egypt and taught
them Godés | aws;

M Davidi | srael 6s greatest
psalms, most of which are essentially prayers;

kin

 Solomon and other wise teachers i who wrote the
astute insights in the books called Proverbs and
Ecclesiastes;

1 Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel and other prophets i
who spoke to the people of

9 Paul, Peter, John and other leaders of the early church
I who spoke to various groups and wrote letters to
believers, often to believers in particular churches.

Reading Tips

Rather than attempt to read this book from start to finish,
for variety the reader may find it easier to read chapters
alternatively from the two major sections of the book, What
to Know and What to Do.

Often a subheading will closely follow the thought of the
subheading that precedes it. This is at times indicated by
the inser.toi oant otfh efl.st heading and
at the end of the preceding one. In other instances it is
indicated by a subheading beginning with a phrase or word
|l i ke AAs sucho, AiThuso. I n

subheading.

Contemplating Verses

Much care has been taken to interpret the verses both in
the context of the passage that they are from and in the
light of Scripture as a whole. Nevertheless, if you have
doubts about the usage of a verse then:

1 read the section in the Bible from which it is taken, and
consider how it is used in its context.

1 consider how the verse fits in with Scripture as a whole.
(For example, interpret OT teaching in the light of NT
teaching.)

1 read commentaries on the verse and its passage.

As such, be like the wise men of Berea who fstudied the
Scriptures to see if what Paul said was really trueo (Acts
17:11b, GNT).

Symbols
The symbol z indicates cross reference/s.

The symbols & E occur occasionally in cross references
and in comments. These indicate that the verse or
passage in question has been included in the previous
subsection (& ) or the following subsection (E).

The symbols ¢ A occur occasionally in comments. These
indicate that the verse or passage in question has been
included above (¢,) or below (A) in the same subsection.

Occasionally #d. . .0
the beginning of the following heading. This is to indicate
that the teaching in the second heading follows on closely

figrA Hat ajthedfitstonemany of t he

Abbreviations
Abbreviations for books of the Bible are standard ones.

ioOTOo i s used ol d

Testament 0.
Il srael on Godobs behalf; nd
Abbreviations denoting Bible translations are |dent|f|ed on

the copyright notices page, at the beginning of this book.
As indicated there, all verse/s that are not followed by a
transl ationo6s abb NEMNibla® i on

for

About the Author

Paul Mallison has a BA Dip Ed from Macquarie University,
Sydney. He has spent most of his working life teaching
students from a cross section of ages and backgrounds. In
his work he has composed numerous teaching materials.
Paul is a son of best-selling Australian author and
international educator Rev. Dr John Mallison. He is
s oredited with exiernsive work on the final draft of the most
recent o f M0i psblistied books.r Rawd lives in
Sydney, Australia.
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The Seven Editions of The Bible Unpacked

As shown below, there are seven editions of The Bible In addition to the seven editions of The Bible Unpacked,
Unpacked, aiming to address the needs of non-Christians there are studies based on four of them. The studies contain
through to mature Christians, from teenagers to adults. the same text as the editions they are based on, but include

Each edition is an abbreviated version of the next longest questions at the (?nd Of_ .each section. The stuq!es are
edition. As such all of them have the same basic structure based on the Concise Edition, the Foundations Edition, the

This all ows readers to acCesénter{nq.]d'@teFéiiitiogpng@%Compéege@%vplﬁdai@ﬂ. at

appropriate level and then to progress through to the For free downloads and more information on The Bible
longer editions to obtain a deeper understanding. Unpacked, go to: www.thebibleunpacked.net

_‘
e
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. Two-Minute Edition: Key Bible teachingsf or peopl e fion the
For giving to non-Christians.

Pocket Edition: Key Bible teachings for seekers of truth
Largely for giving to inquiring non-Christians or young new Christians.

Concise Edition: Key Bible teachings for new believers

For either new or young Christians. Also suitable to give to non-Christian
friends. Study series based on it is ideal for studies with new or
young believers.

Foundations Edition: A compi | at i oneadhihgfar he B
believers consolidating their faith

For newer Christians, wanting a firm grounding in their faith. Studies
Study series based on it is ideal for studies with newer believers.

Intermediate Edition: A compi |l ati on of the B
believers growing in the faith
For Christians wanting to build on a basic understanding of the faith. Very

suitable for use as a study or a devotional tool. Study series based on it is Studies
excellent for Bible study groups.

Comprehensive Edition: Acompilat i on of t he Bi bl
believers established in the faith
For Christians wanting a comprehensive knowledge of the faith.

Very suitable for use as a study or a devotional tool. Excellent for
preparing talks. Study series is ideal for studying topics in more detail

Studies
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In-Depth Edition: A compilation of there
and students of the Bible

(A two-volume set, with approximately 37,500 verses.) Electronic

For Christians keen to gain a deep understanding of their faith. Useful for
speakers preparing talks, leaders of Bible study groups, Bible students
and Bible colleges. It is also in an electronic version, which is a PDF file.
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Part A. God and Spiritual Powers

|. Basics

The concepts in the first half of this chapter are
fundamental to understanding what God is like, as they
concern basic attributes of his being. These include
attributes which show God to be very different to us, but
also attributes which indicate that he is like us in that he
is a personal being.

a) Godé Form

God is one

MARK 12:298B, 32 [JESUS, QUOTING MOSES:] Listen,
Israel,the Lord our God, the Lorcsione.é 3?The expert
in the law said to himfiThat is true, Teacher; you are
right to say that he is onand there is no one else beside
him.

In teaching that God is one, the Bible indicates that God

is a single entity or being.

God is spirit . ..

JoHN 4:24 God is spirit and the people who worship him
must worship in spirit and truth.
God® nature is spirit; he is a spiritual being. So God is
not a physical being, in contrast to people and
particularly to idols.

... As such, God cannot be seen by people

1TIM 6:16 [PAUL, SPEAKING OF Gob:] He alone has
endless life and lives in inaccessible lighto one has
ever seen him, nor can anyone see lionor and eternal
power belong to him! Amensv

God is everywhere, not just in temples . . .

Jer 23:23i 24 fil am a God who is near,says theLORD.
fil am also a God who is far away*/fiNo one can hide
where | cannot see him,says theLorb. il fill all of
heaven and earth,says the.ORD. NCVE

1K1 8:27 [SOLOMON, PRAYING AT THE DEDICATION OF THE

tempLe:] But will God indeed dwell on the earth?
Behold, heaven and the heaven of heavens cannot cont
You. How much less this temple which | have by

... Thus, God is always near

Ps 46:1 God is our refuge and strengtm everpresent
helpin times oftrouble. cw

Ps 139:7i 10 [Davip, To Gob:] Where can | go to escape
your spirit? Where can | flee to escape your presefife?
| were to ascend to heaven, you would be there. If | we
to sprawl out in Sheol, there you would Bé.| were to
fly away onthe wings of the dawn, and settle down on tH
other side of the sed’even there your hand would guide]

me, your right hand would grab hold of me.

However, God primarily dwells in heaven

DEUT 26:15A [MosEs, To Gob:] Look down fromyour

holy dwelling placen heaverand bless your peopée
Verses which speak of God being in heaven are not
understood to indicate that he is in any way confined to
one location. But they do suggest that his form is such
that his primary presence is in heaven. Note that some
verses imply that God is present throughout the earth
through his Holy Spirit (cf. Ps 139:71 10 &€ ).

b) Godé& Glory

Scripture often speaks of God& glory in reference to his
wondrous being. In doing so, it has in view God&
essence and/or his attributes. Regarding his essence,
God& glory pertains to his essential being itself, such
that his presence is on occasions perceived as his glory
and spoken of in terms of it. Regarding his attributes,
God& glory emanates in part from his attributes i such
as his power i which in a sense reflect the glory of God&
essence and presence.

Glory is a prominent and key attribute of God

Ps 138:5 They [kings] will sing about the ways of the
LoRbD, for great is the glory of theorD! I1sv

Rom 3:23 All of us have sinned and fallehort of Gods
glory. cev
In their sinful state, people are not compatible with God&
wondrous glory. The fact that it is God& glory that
people are measured by or compared to, underlines that
glory is a key attribute of God.

Godé glory is an integral aspect of God& presence. . .
Ps 26:8 [DaviD, To Gob:] | love the house where you
live, OLORD, the place where your glory dwellsnt

Here David speaks of God& temple as being a prime
location of God& presence and thus his glory. As such,
David associates God& glory with his presence.

. Moreover, God& glory manifests his presence

Lev 9:23i 24 Moses and Aaron then entered into the
. Meeting Tent. When they came out, they blessed the

ain

: people, andthe glory of theLORD appeared to all the
people.?Then fire went out from the presence of the
LorD and consumed the burnt offering and the fat parts
on the altar, and all the people saw it, so they shouted
loudly and fell down with their faces to the ground.

AcTs 7:55 But Stephen, full of the Holy Spiritpbked
intently toward heaven ansaw the glory of God, and
Jesus standing at the right hand of God

re

e

Leviticus 9:23i 24 (above) correlates fthe glory of the
LORDO (v. 23) with fthe presence of the LORDO (v. 24).
Acts 7:55 (immediately above) correlates fthe glory of
Godo with fiGodo himself i and so likewise with God&
presence.
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In association with his glory, God is surrounded
by brilliant light . . .

EzEK 1:2671 28A [EZEKIEL, DESCRIBING A VISION OF GOD:]
| then saw what looked like a throne made of sapphir
and sitting on the throne was a figure in the shape of
human.?’From the waist up, it was glowing like metal in
a hot furnace, and from the waist down it looked like th
flames of a fire.The figure was surrounded by a bright
light, ?®as colorful as a raibow that appears after a
storm. | realized | was seeing thaghtness of the Lo
glory! cev

Here Ezekiel sees a vision involving what appears to be

a manifestation of God& glory.

... and God has great majesty

Ps 145:5a [DaviD, To Gob:] | will meditate on the
glorious splendor of Your majeséy nkav

Godé glory is reflected in his powerful deeds

JOHN 11:407 44 Jesus respondé Martha], AiDidnd | tell
you that if you believeyou would see the glory of Ged
150 they took away the stongesuslooked upward and

said, fiFather, | thank you that you have listened to me.

2 knew that you bways listen to me, but | said this for
the sake of the crowd standing around here, that they m
believe that you sent nie®*When he had said this, he
shouted i a loud voicefiLazarus, come oui!**The one
who had died came quhis feet and hands tied up with
strips of cloth, and a cloth wrapped around his face. Jeq
said to themfiUnwrap him and let him go.

God®& glory was seen (v. 40) or reflected in the raising of

Lazarus from the dead, with Jesus effectively calling on

God and his power (v. 41) in raising Lazarus.

God& glory is evidenced throughout the earth
and the heavens . . .

Ps 8:1 O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in

all the earth! You hee set your glory above the heavens.

ESV

Ps 19:1 The heavens declare the glory of God; the sk
displays his handiwork.

The above verses speak of how God& glory is
evidenced throughout the earth and the heavens. For
God so wonderfully created them, reflecting his glory.

... God& glory will be explicitly revealed throughout
the earth, to all nations

Hag 2:14 Forthe earth will be filled with the knowledge
of the glory of thé.OrRD as the waters cover the sezv
The revelation of God& glory in the destruction of
Babylon (cf. vv. 121 13) may initially be in view, but the
verse probably also has a final fulfillment at the end of
the age.

Y]

ay

us

c) Godd& Personhood

God is not a fthingo but a personal being that one can
interrelate with. God thinks, has a will, has feelings and
has character. Furthermore, God is active,
communicates and interacts with people.

God has a mind i knowing and comprehending
things . ..

1sam 2:38 For the LORD is a God who knows; he
evaluates what people do

1CHR 28:9A [Davip:] And you, Slomon my son, obey
the God of your father and serve him with a submissive
attitude and a willing spirit, fothe LORD examines all
minds and undstands every motive of adsehoughts

...and God has a will

EpH 1:11 [PauL, To BELIEVERS:] In the Messih we were
also chosen when we were predestined accordinbeto
purpose of the ongsod] who does everything according
to the intention of his willé isv

God has feelings and character . ..

2CHR 36:15 But the LORD God felt sorry for his people
and insead of destroying the temple, he sent prophets
who warned the people over and over about their sins.
CEV

JamMEes 5:118 You have heard of J@ endurance and you
have seen the Lo@sl purpose, thathe Lord is full of
compassion and mercy

... and God feels emotional pain

Isa 63:9a Through all that they suffered, he suffered too.
God suffered in response to the suffering of his people.

God is active

JoHN 5:17 But Jesus said to theniMy Father never
stops workingand so | keep working, tabNcvE

God communicates . . .

PHIL 3:15 [PAUL, TO THE PHILIPPIAN BELIEVERS:] All of

us who are mature should think in this same way. And if
any of you think differentlyGod will make it clear to
you CEv

Hee 1:1i 2 After God spoke long ago in various portions
and in various ways to our ancestors through the
prophets?n these last days he has spoken to us in a son
whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom
he created the world.

... and people can communicate with God

DAN 6:1081 11 Three times each gldbaniel would kneel
down to pray and thank Goglst as he always had done.
Y“Then those men went as a group dodnd Daniel
praying and asking God for helpcvE



Part A. God and Spiritual Powers

God interacts with people, responding to their
requests and needs

JAMES 4:8, 10 Draw nearto God and he will draw near
to you.Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and make yo
hearts pure, you doublmi n d e WHumbée yourselves
before the Lord and he will exalt you.

Ps 91:15 [GOD| SPEAKING OF A PERSON DEVOTED TO
Him:] When he calls out to mewill answer him. | will be
with him when he is in trouble; | will rescue him and
bring him honor.

d) Goddé Eternity

God is alive

2Ssam 22:47  The LORD is alive! My protector is
praiseworthy! The God who delivers me is exalted 4
king!

God has always been alive, the first of all things . ..

Ps 93:2 Your throne, OLORD, has been firm from the
beginning, andou existed before time begasnT

Isa 44:6 This is what thdLORD, Israefs king, says, their
protector, theLORD who commands armiesi am the
first and | am the last, there is no God but me.

... God existed even before the world began

Ps90:2 [A psaLMIST, To Gob:] Even before the
mountains came into existence, or you brought the wor

IS

Id

into being, you were the eternal God.

God will live forever . . .

DAN 4:34B [KING NEBUCHADNEZZAR:] | extolled the Most
High, and | praised and glorified the one who lives
forever. For his authority is an everlasting authority, and
his kingdom extends from one generation to the next.

1TiM 1:17 [PAUL, SPEAKING OF Gob:] Now tothe eternal
king, immortal invisible, the only Godpe honor and
glory forever and everAmen.

... In fact, God transcends time

2PET 3:8 [PETER, To BELIEVERS:] Now, dear friends, do
not let this one thing escape your notice, thatngle day
is like a thousand years with the Lord and a thousand
years are like a single day
God dwells outside of the limitations of time, not bound
by its finite perspective. From his eternal perspective,
diverse periods such as a day and a thousand years are
both small, even insignificant. To God the distinction
between them is merely relative.

God is self-existing

JouN 5:26 For asthe Father has life in himselfo he has
granted the Son also to have life in himse#v

God does not change

James 1:17 All geneious giving and every perfect gift is

from above, coming down frote Father of lights, with

whom there is no variation or the slightest hint of change
Note that fthe Father of lightso refers to God as the
creator of the lights in the sky, i.e. the sun, moon, and
stars (cf. CEV, GNT, NCV, NLT).
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[I. God& Pre-Eminence

([ G o dHobnesk, p. 14)

A failure of many of us in the church today is that we
have an inadequate view of God, failing to fully
appreciate his pre-eminence. All Christians need to
understand and be mindful of God& surpassing
greatness and incomparable capabilities i notably his
power, knowledge and wisdom.

a) God& Greatness

God is great and awesome

DEUT 10:17 [MoOSES, To THE IsrRAELITES:] For the LORD
your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great
mighty, and awsome Godvho is unbiased and takes ng
bribeé

God is greater than all others . ..

JoHN 10:29 [Jesus:] My Father, who has given them to
me, is greater tan all, and no one can snatch them from
my Fatheés hand.

Ps 150:2 [A PSALMIST, SPEAKING OF Gob:] Praise him
for his mighty acts!Praise him for his surpassing
greatness!

...and God is exalted above all others

Ps 113:4 TheLORD is exalted over all tha@ations his
splendor reaches beyond the sky.

There is no one like God . . .

JER 10:61 7 [JErRemIaH:] | said,fiThere is no one like you,
LORD. You are great. And you are renowned for you
power. 'Everyone should revere you, O King of all
nations, becauseoy deserve to be reverdéor there is

no one like you among any of the wise people of the
nations nor among any of their kings.

=

... God does things which show that there is no
one like him

Isa 40:22i 26 God is the one who rules the whole earth
and we hat live here are merely insectde spread out
the heavens like a curtain or an open téfGod brings
down rulers and turns them into nothirfdThey are like
flowers freshly sprung up and starting to grow. But when
God blows on them, they wilt and acarried off like
straw in a storm?The holy God asksjWho compares
with me? Is anyone my equél?®Look at the evening

sky! Who created the stars? Who gave them each| a

name? Who leads them like an army? TlRD is so
powerful that none of the stars agger missingcev

God is in fact beyond our comprehension

Jos 36:26 Yes, God is great beyond our knowledge!
The number of his years is unsearchable.

Jos 11:719 Can you discover the essence of God? Can
you find out the perfection of the AlmighiiRis higher
than the heavent what can you do? It is deeper than
Sheoli what can you know3ts measure is longer than
the earth, and broader than the sea.

The extent of God& being and attributes are far beyond

our understanding.

b) Godé& Power (I): Ultimate Power

God is mighty in power . ..

Ps 106:8 Yet he[God] saved them for his naréesake,
that he might make known his mighty paweawr

EPH 3:20 [PauL, TO BELIEVERS:] Glory belongs to God,
whose power is at work in uBy this power he can do
infinitely more than we can ask or imaginav

... Heis Almighty

Rev 15:38 fAGreat and amazing are your dee@s|.ord
God the AlmightyDust and true are your ways, O King of
the rations! Esv
The words translated as fAImightyo are understood by
many to convey God& all-surpassing, infinite power (or
omnipotence) and his sovereignty.

God can do all things 7 nothing is too hard

JoB 42:2 [Jos, To Gob:] | know thatyou can do all
things, and that no purpose of yours can be thwanted

LUKE 1:36137 [THE ANGEL GABRIEL, TO MARY:] Your
relative Elizabeth is also going to have a son, even
though she is old. No one thought she could ever have a
baby, but in three months she will have a sNothing

is impossible for Godtev

God does whatever pleases him

Ps 135:6 He does whatever he pleases in heaven and on
earth, in the seas and all the ocean depths.

God®& power is far superior to that of anyone else.. ..

2CHR 20:6 He [Jehoshaphat] prayed: A0 LORD God of

our ancetors, you are the God who lives in heaven and
rules over all the kingdoms of the nations. You possess
strength and power; no one can stand against you

EpH 1:188i 19 [PAUL, To BELIEVERS:] € that you may
know what is the hope of his calling, what is the wealth
of his glorious inheritance in the saints;the
incomparable greatness of his powmward us who
believe, as displayed in the exercise of his immense
strength.
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... No being can do what God can do

Ps 86:8 [Davip:] No god is like you, O LordNo one can
do what you docw

Power in fact belongs to God

REvV 19:1 [JOHN, DESCRIBING A visioN:] After these
things | heard what sounded like the loud voice of a larg
crowd in heaven, sayingiHallelujah! Salvation, glory,
andpower belong to our Godsv

Verses which speak of power as belonging to God, point

to him as having ultimate power and being all-powerful

and even as being the ultimate source of all power.

c) Goddé Power (Il): His Deeds

Godé great power is shown in his deeds

Ps 77:14 [A PpsaLMmIST, To Gob:] You alone work
miracles, and you have tlenations see your mighty
power. cev

God performs great and awesome deeds

JoeL 2:21 Do not fear, my land! Rejoice and be glad
becaus¢he LORD has accomplished great things!

IsA 64:3  [IsalaH, To Gob:] When you performed
awesome deeds that took us bgpsse, you came down,
and the mountains trembled before you.

Godé deeds are largely incomprehensible

Jos 37:5, 15 God thunders with his voice in marvelous
ways;he does great things beyond our understanding.
Do you know how God commands thetuds], how he
makes lightning flash in his storm cloud?

EccL 8:17 [A wise TEACHER:] € thenl discerned all that
God has done: No one really comprehends what happs
on earth. Despite all human efforts to discover it, no on
can ever grasp it. Even if a wisergon claimed that he
understood, he would not really comprehend it.
The phrase fwhat happens on eartho alludes to the
earlier phrase fall that God has donead No one really
comprehends all this, that God does.

Godé& deeds are uncountable

JoB 5:9 [ELIPHAZ, SPEAKING OF Gob:] He does great and
unsearchable things, marvelous things withoy
number é

God is glorified in his powerful deeds
Ps 86:91 10 All the nations you have made shall com

and worship before you, O Lord, and shall glorify youf

name.'%For youare great and do wondrous thinggou
alone are Godesv

God is glorified through his powerful deeds partly in that

je

—

1%

people glorify him (v. 9), in response to his deeds.

d) God& Knowledge and Wisdom

God knows everything

1Jn 3:208 God is greater than our cseience anénows
all things

JoB 37:16 [ELiHU, To Jos:] Do you know about the
balancing of the clouds, that wondrous activity harfn
who is perfect in knowledge

God sees all people, seeing and knowing all that
they do . ..

Ps 33:13i 15 The LORD watchedrom heavenhe sees all

people *From the place where he livhs looks carefully

at all the eartlds inhabitants *®He is the one who forms
every luman heartand takes note of all their actions

Ps 139:2i 3 [DaviD, To Gob:] You know when | sit down

and when | get up; even from far away you understand
my motives3You carefully observe me when | travel or
when | lie down to rest; you are aware of everything | do.

... No one can hide themselves or what they do
from God

Jos 34:21i22 God eyes are on ersoris ways. He
sees all his step&’Therés no darkness or deep shadow
where trollemakers can hidesw

God knows all people® fheartso and minds

Ps 44:21 God would have known, because knows
what is in our heartsncveE

Ezek 11:58 This is what tle LORD says:dThis is what
you are thinking, O house of Israel; | know what goes
through your minds

God knows the future

IsAa 46:10 [Gobp, To IsrAEL:] From the beginning |
revealed the end. From long ago | told you things that
had not yet happenedaying,fiMy plan will stand, and
14l do everything | intended to ddcw

God has incredible wisdom

Ps 147:5 Our Lord is great and has awesome power;
there is no limit to his wisdom

God& knowledge and wisdom is far superior to
that of people i beyond our comprehension

IsA 40:13i 14, 288 Who has known the mind of therD

or been able to give him advicé®hom did he ask for
help? Who taught him the right way? Who taught him
knowledge and showed him the way to understandéng?
% No one can oderstand how g his wisdom is.
NCVE
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As such, God knows much that people do not
know . ..

DEUT 29:29A [MOSES, TO THE ISRAELITES:] There are
some things th€oRrD our God has kept secrdbut there
are some things he has let us knoavE

1K1 8:398 [SoLoMoN, To Gob:] Only you know what is in
everyonés heart.NcvE

... Furthermore, God can take away worldly wisdom

1Cor 1:198 [Gob:] fAil will cause the wise men to lose
their wisdom; | will make the wise men unable t
understand NcvE

e) Addendum: God& dNameb

In biblical times, a person& name represented or
embodied their whole person i including their nature,
authority and even their purpose or significance. This is
highlighted by references to the fnameoof the person.

Thus when used in regard to such things as God&
interaction with his people, references to God& fhameo
are understood as being synonymous with God himself.
For example, God& fhamedis used in expressing God&
presence amongst his people and also his care of them.
Furthermore, God& people are said to do such things as
trust in, fear, love and praise his fnamea

God& finameod is synonymous with God himself . ..

IsA 48:9A, 11A [Gob:] For My namés sakel will defer
My anger,é “For My own sake, for My own saKewill
doité nkav
Here and in the following verse, God®& fmhameois shown
to be synonymous with God himself by the same or
similar things being done in regard to God and also to
his fnamea
Ps 18:49 [Davip:] For this | will praise you, OLORD,
among the nations, arsihg to your nameesv

... Likewise, God& finameo is synonymous with
his presence

1K1 9:3 And the LORD said to him[Solomon], fil have
heard your prayer and your plea, which you have ma
before me. | have consecrated this house that you hg
built, by putting my name there fever. My eyes and my
heart will be there for all timeesv
Note that the fhouseodrefers to the temple that Solomon
had built for God.

God& finameod is synonymous with God in him
helping his people . ..

Ps 20:1 May theLORD answer you in the day of troudd!
May the name of the God of Jacob protect yery

...and it is also synonymous with God in people
relating to him

Ps 116:13 [A psaLmisT:] | will celebrate my deliverance,
andcall on the name of thieoRD.

God& finameo is correlated with his authority and
power

DAN 9:6 [DANIEL, To Gobp:] We have not listened tgour
servants the prophets, who spoke in your nameur
kings, our rulers, our ancestors, and our whole nation.
GNT

JoHN 10:258 [Jesus:] The deeds | do in my Fattder
nametestify about me
Jesus performed his miracles in the fnameoof his Father
i i.e. by the fauthorityd (CEV, GNT) or fpowero (AMP) of
God.

God& finameod is holy

LUKE 1:49 [MaRrY:] God All-Powerful has done great
things for me, antlis name is holycev

God& finamed is great . . .

Ps 99:3A [A pPsaLMIST, To Gob:] Let them praise/our
great and awesome name!

... Godé& finameo is glorious and exalted

NeH 9:58 May you be blessed, QORD our God, from
age to ageMay your glorious name be blessed; may it be
lifted up above all lessing and praise.

Note: God declared his actual name to be the fiLordo

Ex 34:5 Then theLORD came down in the cloud and
stood there with Moses, arthe LORD called out his
name: the_LORD. NcVE

Ex 3:13i 15 Then Moses said to Godlf | come to the
peopk of Israel and say to thendfhe God of your
fathers has sent me to yéandthey ask medWhat is his
name®dwhat shall | say to thend?™’God said to Moses,
il AM WHO | AM6 And he saidfiSay this to the people
of Israel,d AM has sent me to yadu.3°God also said to
Moses,fiSay this to the people of Israélhe LORD, the
God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of

e Isaac, and the God of Jacdtas sent me to yduThis is
Ve€my name forever, and thus | am to be remembered

throughout all generation esv

fLORDO(v. 15) can be derived from fi AMOo(v. 14). For the
actual Hebrew that is rendered as fLORDO is fiYHWHO
(most likely pronounced fiYahwehd and it fis derived
from the verb HAYAH, to beo (NASB text note) to which
fl AMois also related. Note that @ AM WHO | AMo(v. 14)
may well have the sense: i will be who | will beo(cf. NIV
text note). This title and its shortened form A AMo (v. 14)
appear to express God& unchanging nature, self-
existence, self-determination and omnipresence.
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|. Holy Characteristics

A good understanding of God requires a balanced
understanding of his character, including the
fundamental attribute of holiness. To obtain such an
understanding, we must fitake to heartdall aspects of his
character. As well as the many characteristics that we
find consoling, we also need to appreciate those that
inspire godly fear.

a) Holiness

God& holiness involves his moral purity. It concerns
God®& separateness from and his intolerance of that
which is morally impure. Holiness is basic to the other
characteristics that follow in the first half of this chapter.

God is holy . ..

Isa 6:3 And onelangelic being] called to another and said:
fiHoly, holy, holy is thd.ORD of hosts the whole earth is
full of his glory!0 esv

... There is nothing bad in God i and he cannot
tolerate evil

Ps 92:158 € the LORD is upright; he is my rock, and
there is no unrighteousness in higsv

HAB 1:13A [HABAKKUK, To Gob:] You are too just to
tolerate evil; you are unable to condone wrongdoing.

There is no one holy like God

1Sam 2:2 No oneis holy like theLorRD! There is no one
other than you! There is no rock like our God!

God shows himself to be holy by what he does

Isa 5:16 The LORD All-Powerful will receive glory by
judging fairly; the holy God will show himself holy by
doing what is ight ncvE

Places where God dwells are also holy . ..

2CHR 30:27 The priests and Levitgsf Israel] got up and
pronounced blessings on the people. LbeD responded
favorably to them as their prayers reachieid holy
dwelling place in heaven

Ps 65:48 [DaviD, To Gob:] We are filled with good
things inyour house, youholy Temple ncvE

Places must be holy for God in his holiness to dwell in
them. God is primarily spoken of as dwelling in: heaven
(cf. 2Chr 30:27 ¢); places containing the Ark of the
Covenant, i.e. the tabernacle and then the temple (cf. Ps
65:4 ¢); and his people.

. and God only dwells with those who are holy

Ezek 37:27i28 [Gob:] The place where | live will be
with them.| will be their God, and they will be my

people.?When my Tepie is among them forever, the
nations will know that I, the.OrRD, make Israel holy.
NCVE

This passage demonstrates that those who God dwells
with are holy and it can be inferred from it that he only
dwells with those who are holy.

Things of God are likewise holy

Isa 52:10a TheLORD will show his holy poweto all the
nations. NcVE

Jer 23:98 And because dflis holy words nkav

Note: God and his ways are perfect

MATT 5:48 So then, be perfect, g®ur heavenly Father
is pefect

Ps 18:30a God3s way igperfect! cw

b) Righteousness and Justice

God is righteous and just

Isa 5:16 But the LORD of hosts is exalted in justice, and
the Holy God shows himself holy in righteousness

Godé& righteousness and justice are great i and
everlasting

Ps 36:6A [DAviD, To Gob:] Your righteousness is
towering like the mountains; your justice is like the
depths of the seanT

Ps 111:3 [A PSALMIST, SPEAKING OF Gob:] Splendid and
glorious are his awesome deeds, 4msl righteousness
endures foever. isv

Thus, God& ways are right and just

Hos 14:9 Who is wise? Let him discern these things!
Who is discerning? Let him understand them! o
ways of theLoRD are right, the godly walk in them, but
in them the redéous stumble.

REV 15:38 [Believers in heaven, to God:] Just and true are
your ways King over the nations!

In fact, all God does is right and just . ..

DanN 4:37a Now |, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and exalt and
glorify the King of heaven, foall his deeds are right and
his ways are just

... God does no wrong

ZerH 3:5A But theLORD is good, and he is there in that
city [Jerusalem]. He does no wrongEvery morning he
governs the people fairly; every day he can be trusted.
NCVE
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As such, God is truthful . ..

Isa 45:198 [Gob:] | the LORD speak the truth; | deafe
what is right.esv

... and God does not show favoritism
Rowm 2:11 Forthere is no partiality with Gad

Note: God loves righteousness and justice

Ps 33:5 He loves righteousness and justitiee world is
filled with the gracious love of thieORD. 1sv

c) Faithfulness

God is faithful

DEuT 7:9 [MosEs, To IsraEL:] Remember that theoRD
your God is the only God and tha¢ is faithful. He will
keep his covenant and show his constant love to
thousand generationsf those who love him and obey his
commangé GnNT

HEB 10:23 [THE WRITER, TO BELIEVERS:] Let us hold fast
the confession of our hope without wavering, fierwho
promised is faithfulesv

Godé faithfulness is great

Lam 3:22i23 The steadfast love of th€ORD never
ceases; his mercies never comen end”%hey are new
every morninggreat is your faithfulnesssv

Goddé faithfulness lasts forever

Ps 117:2 For great is his steadfast love toward us, ari
the faithfulness of th&ORD endures foreverPraise the
LORD! Esv

God never abandons nor fails

Ps 9:10 [Davip, To Gob:] Your loyal followers trust in
you, foryou, LORD, do not abandon those who seek you
help.

1CHR 28:20 David also said to his son SolomaiiBe
strong and brave, and do the work. @ohe afraid or
discouraged, because th@®RD God, my God, is with
you. He will not fail you or leave yountil all the work
for the Temple of th& ORD is finished.NcVvE

God does not lie nor change his mind 7 he keeps
his promises

Num 23:19 God is no mere human! He doéstell lies or
change hisnind. God always keeps his promisesy

=

d) Anger

Although we usually view anger in a negative light, this is
not how the Bible depicts God& anger, or wrath. God&
anger is always justified and righteous, consistent with
his holiness. Moreover, it arises in response to that
which is contrary to his holiness. Unlike human anger,
God& anger is never uncontrolled, wayward or
spasmodic i and is tempered by his mercy, notably
where his own people are concerned.

God& anger and its consequences are awesome . . .

Ps 90:11 [A psaLMIST, To Gob:] Who can really fathom
the intensity of your anger? Your raging fury causes
people to fear you.

Isa 5:25 Thereforeldue to their evil] the anger of th&ORD

was kindled against his people, and he stretched out his
hand aganst them and struck them, and the mountains

quaked; and their corpses were as refuse in the midst of
the streets. For all this his anger has not turned away,

and his hand is stretched out stitlsv

... This will be evident upon all nations and the
whole earth

Isa 13:9 The day of thd.ORD is coming that cruel day
of his fierce anger and fury. The earth will be made a
wilderness, and every sinner will be destroyegt

ZepH 3:8 Therefore you must wait patiently for meays

the LORD, fifor the day when attack and take plunde.
have decided to gather nations together and assemble
kingdoms, so | can pour out my fury on thénall my
raging anger. For the whole earth will be consumed by
my fiery anger.

Godé& anger cannot be quenched, . ..

Jer 21:12 Family of David, this is what theORD says:
You must judge people fairly every morning. Save the
person who has been robbed from the power of his
attacker. If you dod, | will become very angryMy
anger will be like a fire that no one can put phecaus

you have done evil thingsicve

... nhor can God& anger be withstood

NaH 1:6 No one can withstand his indignation! No one
can resist his fierce angetiis wrath is poured out like
volcanic fire, boulders are broken up as he approaches.

But, God is slow to anger and often holds it back . . .

Num 14:18a ThelLoORDis slow to angeand abounding in
loyal love, forgiving iniquity and transgression, but by no
means clearing the guil&

Ps 78:38 Yet he is compassionate. He forgives sin and

does not destroHe often holds back his anger, and does
not stir up his fury.
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... Additionally, God does not stay angry

Mic 7:188 He does not retain His anger forever, Becaus|
He delights in mercynkav

God& anger arises in
disobedience

response to sin and

1K1 16:28 [GOD, TO BAASHA THE KING OF ISRAEL:] Yet
you followed in Jeroboaés footsteps and encouraged my
people Israel to sirtheir sins have made me angry

Mic 5:15 [Gob:] | will angrily seek vengeance on the
nations that do not obey me.

God& anger arises in response to people turning
away from him

Ezra 8:228 fAThe good hand of our God is on everyone
who is seeking him, buhis great anger is against
everyone who fsakes hind

Other things that arouse God& anger

Ps 78:21i22 When the LORD heard this[complaints,
expressing doubts], he was furious. A fire broke out
against Jacob, anHis anger flared up against Israel,
“hecause they did not have faith in God, and did not trust
his ability to delier them.

Rowm 2:78i 8 But he [God] will bring ®anger and fury o
those who, in selfish pride, refuse to believe the truth and
who fdlow what is wrongew
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II. Loving Characteristics

Godd love is one of the two primary characteristics from
which his other personal characteristics emanate, the
other primary one being his holiness. Comprehending
and persistently being mindful of God& love and his
associated characteristics provides great
encouragement for believers.

a) Love

(22 God Loves His People, p. 149)

God is love i as epitomized in him giving his only
Son, to save us
1JN 4:8110, 16 The person who does not love does ng
know God, becauséod is love’This is how Gods love
was revealed among us: God sent his unique Son into t
world so that wemight live through him!°This is love:
not that we have loved God, but that he loved us and s
his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our siés.**We
have come to know and rely on the love that God has f
us.God is love, and the pgon who abides ifove abides
in God, and God abides in himsv
The phrase fGod is loveo (vv. 8, 16) implies that God&
nature is fundamentally love, rather than that love is
simply a characteristic of God. It is also indicative of God
being the sole source of love; love does not exist apart
from him. This assertion is also reflected in v.7 and
v. 16b.

Godé love is steadfast . . .

Ps 36:7a How precious is your steadfast love, O God!

ESV

... Godé love lasts forever

Ps 89:2 [ETHAN, To Gob:] | know thatyour love wil last
for all time that your faithfulness is as permanent as th
sky. GNT

Ps 100:5 For the LORD is good; his steadfast love
endures foreverand his faithfulness to all generations
ESV

Godé love is great

Ex 34:61 7a TheLORD passed in front of Moseand said,
fil am theLORD. TheLORD is a God who shows mercy,
who is kind, who doeshbecome angry quicklyho has
great loveand faithfulnessand is kind to thousands of
people.NcvE

Ps 108:4 [Davip, To Gob:] For your loyal love extends
beyond the sk and your faithfulness reaches the clouds.

e

b) Mercy

God is merciful

DEUT 4:31 [Moses, To IsraEL:] TheLORDyour God is a
merciful God.He will not abandon you, destroy you, or
forget the promise to your ancestors that he swore he
would keep.cw

Godé& mercy is great

Ps 25:6 [DAvID, To Gob:] Because ofour great mercyl
come to your housd,ORD, and | am filled with wonder
as | bow down to worship at your holy temptey

Along with being merciful, God is gracious . ..

Ex 34:6e8  The LORD, the LORD, a Gal merciful and
gracious slow to anger, andbaunding in steadfast love
and faithfulnessg Esv

...and God is compassionate

James 5:118 You have heard of J@ endurance and you
have seen the Logsl purpose, thathe Lord is full of
compassion and mey.

Due to his mercy and compassion: God is long-
suffering; . ..
NEH 9:2871 31 [LEVITES, PRAYING TO GOD AND MAKING

REFERENCE TO THEIR FOREFATHERS:] Then, when they
were at rest again, they went back to doing evil before
you. Then you abandoned them toitleemies, and they
gained dominion over therivhen they again cried out to
you, in your compassion you heard from heaven and
rescued them time and agaif’And you solemnly
admonished them in order to return them to your law, but
they behaved presumptusly and did not obey your
commandments. They sinned against your ordinaices
those by which an individual, if he obeys them, will live.
They boldly turned from you; they rebelled and did not
obey.**vou prolonged your kindness with them for many
years ard you solemnly adenished them by your Spirit
through your prophets. Still they paid no attention, so you
delivered them into the hands of the neighboring peoples.
$However, due to yourbmindant mercy you did not do
away with them altogether; you did nabandon them.
For you are a merciful and compassate God.

...and God is forgiving

Mic 7:18i 19 Who is a God like you¥ou forgive sin and
ovelook the rebellion of your faithful people. You will
not be angry forever, because you would rather show
merg. **You will again have compassion on us. You will
overcome our wrongdoing. You will throw all our sins
into the deep seaw

Note: God is patient i allowing people to repent

2PeT 3:98 God is patient, because he wants everyone to
turn from sin and norme to be lostcev
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c) Benevolence

d) Jealousy

Benevolence involves showing goodness, kindness and
generosity.

God is good . ..

Ps 119:68 [A psaALMIST, To Gob:] You are good and you

do good.Teach me your statutes!
When the Bible says that God is good, arguably there
are two concepts in view. God is good in that he is: (a)
morally upright; and (b) generous and kind towards his
people (and all his creatures). The first concept reflects
God& holiness (and so is pertinent to the first half of this
chapter). The latter concept is plainly indicative of his
benevolence. The two concepts themselves are by no
means unrelated, as God& upright character produces
his generous and kind actions.

. God shows great goodness

Ps 145:7, 9 [Davip:] They shall pour forth the fame of
your abundant goodnesand shall sing aloud of your
ri ght e o dThelLersis goodéo all and his mercy
is over all that he has madesv

God exercises kindness

Luke 6:35 But love your enemies, and do good, and len
expecting nothing back. Then yoreward will be great,
and you will be sons of the Most High, becahsds kind
to ungrateful and evil people

TiTus 3:4i 5a But whenthe kindness and love of God our

Savior was showrhe saved us because of his mercy.

NCVE

God is generous

James 1:5 But if anyone is deficient in wisdom, he

should askGod, who gives to all generousiynd without

reprimand, and it will be given to him.
The phrase fwithout reprimandd may be implying that
God fivond correct you for askingd (CEV) or possibly that
God will not use any fault in a person as a reason not to
give them what they have asked. In any case, the verse
points to the fact that God gives fungrudginglyo (AMP,
NRSV; cf. NLT).

God gives good gifts . ..

MaTT 7:11 If you then, although you are evil, know how
to give good gifts to your children, how much more wi
your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who a
him!

... In fact, God is the ultimate source of all gifts

James 1:17 All generous giving and every perfect gift ig
from above, coming down frothe Fatheof lights, with
whom there is no variation or the slightest hint of changg

)l

The Hebrew and Greek words translated as fjealousyo
convey a very forceful passion. When used of God,
fijealousyo is spoken of in a positive light, as a virtuous
attribute aligned with his profound commitment to and
love for his people. God& jealousy in regard to his
people is comparable to that of a husband or wife. Their
jealousy is a product of their intense love for each other
and evoked by anything that poses a threat to their
relationship. As such God& jealousy is expressed in
action against whatever threatens his people or his
relationship with them. Thus it is expressed both
against hostile forces i bringing salvation to his people
I and in punishing any unfaithfulness of his people,
leading them back to him.

God is a jealous God

DEUT 4:24 [MosEs, To IsraeL:] For theLORD your God
is a consuming firehe is a jealous Gad

God® jealousy is sometimes compared to fire devouring
or destroying that which has aroused it.

Godé jealousy arises in response to his people6
sin. ..

1K1 14:22 Judah did evil in the sight of tHeorD. They
made him more jealous by their sins than their ancestors
had done.

... God& jealousy arises particularly in response
to unfaithfulness

Deut 32:20i1 21 4 will no longer help thend he [God]
said; d¢hen | will see what happens to thermose
stubborn, unfaithful peoplé’With their idols they have
made me angry, jealous with their-salled gods gods
that are really not godsnT

God is jealous for his people and their well-being . . .

Zec 8:2i5 Thus says theorD of hosts: | am jealous for
Zion with great jealousy, and | am jealous for her with
great wrath.*Thus says thd.ORD: | have returned to
Zion and will dwell in themidst of Jerusalem, and
Jerusalem shall be called the faithful city, and the
mountain of thd_ORD of hosts, the holy mountaifiThus
says theLORD of hosts: Old men and old women shall
again sit in the streets of Jerusalem, each with staff in
hand becausef great age®And the streets of the city
shall be full of boys and girls playing in its streatsv

God& jealousy for Zion (v. 2) i i.e. Jerusalem - has in

view her restoration (vv. 3i5; cf. GNT) and expressing

wrath towards her enemies (cf. AMP, CEV, GNT).

... Moreover, God is zealous in working for his
peopled cause

2K1 19:30i 31 And the surviving remnant of the house of
Judah shall again take root downward and bear fruit
upward. *For out of Jerusalem shall go a remnant, and
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out of Mount Zion a &nd of survivors. The zeal of the
LorDwill do this. esv
Note that in both ancient Hebrew and ancient Greek, the
word that is translated as fjealousyo is also the one
which is translated as fzealdi depending on the context.
Hence God® jealousy and his zeal are related.

Note: In his zeal God punishes his enemies

Isa 59:17i18 He [God] put on righteousness as a
breastplate, and a helmet of salvation on his heagut

on garments of vengeance for clothing, and wrapped
himself in zeal as a cloak®Accordng to their deeds, so
will he repay, wrath to his adversaries, repayment to his
enemiesto the coastlands he will render repaymenst:
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. General

b) Jesus Christ® Pre-Eminence

The NT makes remarkable claims about aspects of
Jesus Christ& being and his character. In doing so it
shows Jesus Christ®& nature to mirror that of God, and so
points to his deity (his fiGod natured. The NT also often
refers to Jesus Christ& fmamed making it a further
concept that is important to grasp.

a) Jesus Christ® Eternity

Jesus Christ is alive

Rom 6:10 [PAuL, sPEAKING OF Jesus:] For the death he
died, he died to sin once for all, bilte life he lives, he
lives to God

Jesus Christ existed in the beginning . ..

1JN 2:13A [JowN, To BELIEVERS:] | am writing to you,
fathers, because you kndvim whohas existed from the
beginning enT

Jesus Christ existed in the beginning, before all time.

... Jesus Christ was before all things

JoHN 17:5 [JEsus, To Gob:] And now, Father, glorify
me at your side witlthe glory | had with you before the
world was ceated

Jesus Christ will be alive forever

Hes 7:24i 25 But becauselesus lives forever, he will
never stop serving as priestSo he is able always to
save those who come to God through him because
always livesasking God to help themicvE

he

Jesus Christ is self-existing i he is fithe lifed

JouN 5:26 For as the Father has life in himself,lsohas
granted the Son also to have life in himsedv

JoHN 11:25 Jesus said to hefil am the resurrection and
the life. The person who believes in me, evanugh he
dies, will live. 1sv
Descriptions of Jesus Christ as fthe lifed reflect the fact
that he has life inherent (cf. 5:26 ¢) as part of his
essential nature, and as such is self-existing. Primarily
they point to Jesus Christ as the source of life i the one
who gives life i as the latter part of this verse suggests.

Jesus Christ remains the same

Hes 13:8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today
and forever!

(22 Jesus Christ as Lord of All, p. 126)

Jesus Christ is greater than all people . ..

JOHN 3:31 [JOHN THE BAPTIST, SPEAKING OF JEsus:] The

one who comes from above is superior to @he one
who is from the earth belongs to the earth and speaks
about earthly thingsThe one who comes from heaven is
superior to all.

... In fact, Jesus Christ is greater than all things

CoL 1:15i 18 He is the image of the invisible God, the
firstborn over all creation%or all things in heaven and
on earth were ieated by hin all things, whether visible
or invisible, whether thrones or dominions, whether
principalities or power$ all things were created through
him and for him!"He himself is before all things and all
things are helddgether in him.!*He is he head of the
body, the church, as well as the beginning, the firstborn
from among the dead, so that henkélf may become first
in all things.

The term ffirstbornd (v. 15) points to Christ& pre-

eminence. It alludes to the privileged status of a firstborn

son in a Jewish family.

Jesus Christ has divine glory

MaTT 25:31 When the Son of Man comes in his glory and
all the angels with him, then he will sit on his glorious
throne.
Note that fthe Son of Mandwas the title Jesus used for
himself the most 7 approximately 80 times. It is a
messianic title (cf. Dan 7:13i 14), but it also underlines
his humanity.

A vision of Jesus Christ, indicative of his surpassing
greatness and glory

REV 5:11713 [JOHN, DESCRIBING A Vision:] Then |
looked and heard the voice of maangels in a circle
around the throne, as well as the living creatures and the
elders. Their number was ten thousand times ten
thousandi thousands times thousand$?all of whom
were singing in a loud voicd&iWorthy is the lamb who
was killed to receivpower and wealth and sdom and
might and honor and glory and praigset*Then | heard
every creaturd in heaven, on earth, under the earth, in
the sea, and all that is in theinsinging:0To the one
seated on the throne and to the Lamb be praise, honor,
glory, and ruling power forever andrer'o
The fLambd (vv. 12, 13) is a name for Jesus Christ,
alluding to his sacrificial death which in a number of
aspects mirrored the offering of a lamb at Passover
and/or as a sin offering.



3. Jesus Christ

23

Jesus Christ has mighty, sovereign power

EpH 6:10 [PauL, To BELIEVERS:] Finally, build up your
strength in union with the Lord and by means hig
mighty power GNT

PHIL 3:20i 21 [PAuL, To BELIEVERS:] But our citizenship
is in heveni and we also await a savior from there, th
Lord Jesus Christ?’who will transform these humble
bodies of ours into the likeness of his glorious body
means ofthat power by which he is able to subject al
things to himself

Jesus Christ has superlative knowledge and wisdom

JOHN 16:30 [THE DpiscipLES, To JEsus:] Now we know
that you know everythingnd do not need anyone to ash
you anything. Because of this we believe that you ha
come from God.

Luke 21:15 [Jesus, To His piscipLEs:] For | will give
you the words along with the wisdom that none afry
adversaries will be able to withstand or contradict

Jesus Christ has wisdom far superior to that of any
adversary that believers may encounter.

Jesus Christ is everywhere

EpH 4:10 So Jesus came down, and he is the same Q
who went up above all theky Christ did that to fill
everything with his presencecvE

MATT 18:20 [Jesus:] For where two or three are
assembled in my name, | am there among them.

Jesus Christ is with all believers everywhere i always.

c) Jesus Christ® Character

(22 Jesus Christ® Personality [in his mission], p. 97)

Jesus Christ is holy

AcTs 4:27 [BELIEVERS, To Gob:] Then they turned
againstyour holy Serant Jesusyour chosen Messiah.
CEV

Hee 7:261 28 Jesus, then, is the High Priest that mee
our needsHe is holy; he has no fault or sin in him; he
has been set apart from sinneasd raised above the
heavens?’He is not like other high priests; he doest
need to offer sacrifices every day for his own dirst
and then for the sins of the people. He offered on
sacrifice, once and for all, when he offered himséfhe
Law of Moses appoints men who are imperfect to be hi
priests; but Go& promisemade with the vow, which

A1%
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came later than the Law, appoints the Son, who has bgen

made perfect forwer. onT

Jesus Christ is righteous . ..

1JN 2:18 [JoHN, To BELIEVERS:] But if anyone does sin,
we have an advocate with the Fath&ssus Christ the

righteous Oneé

... Jesus Christ judges in righteousness and
with justice

Ps 72:2 He will judge Your people with righteousness,
And Your poor with justicenkav

This is from a messianic passage, understood to be
ultimately fulfilled by Jesus Christ.

Jesus Christ is faithful

2THes 3:3 Butthe Lord is faithful and he will strengthen
you and protect you from the evil one.

Jesus Christ is loving

EPH 3:181 19 [PAuL, To BELIEVERS:] And | pray that you
and all Gods holy people will have the power to
understandhe greatness of Chrit lovéd how wide and
how long and how high and how deep that love is.
°Christfs love is greater than anyone can ever knbut

| pray that you will be able to know that love. Then you
can be filled with the fullness of GodcvE

Jesus Christ shows grace . ..

1Tim 1:14 And the grace of our Lord was exceedingly
abundant with faith and love which are in Christ Jesus.
NKJIV

... and Jesus Christ is merciful

JUuDE 1:21 [JUDE, To BELIEVERS:] Remain in Go& love
as youlook for the mecy of our Lord Jesus Christ to give
you etenal life. cw

Jesus Christ can display anger

REvV 6:16i 17 They [people in the end times] said to the
mountains and to the rocki;all on us and hide us from
the face of the one who is seated on the throne rama f
the wrath of the Lamb'’because the great day of their
wrath has come, and who is able to withstand it?

d) Jesus Christ® dName0

In biblical times, a person® name represented or
embodied their whole person i including their nature,
authority and significance. This concept is in view in
references to the fmameoof a person.

Jesus Christ& finameo signifies Jesus Christ himself

Rom 10:12i13 For there is no distinction between the
Jew and the Greek, for the same Lord is Lord of all, who
richly blessesall who call on him **For everyone who
calls on the name of the Lovdll be saved.

The fact that Jesus Christ®& fnameodis synonymous with

him is illustrated by the equivalent phrases ftall on himo

(v. 12) and fcalls on the name of the Lordo(v. 13).
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Jesus Christ& finameo is correlated with his authority
and power

AcTs 3:617, 16 But Peter saigto a crippled man], fil have
no silver and gold, but what | do have | give to ybu.

the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk]!

"And he took him by théght hand and raised him up,
and immediately his feet and ankles were made stéong.
[PETER, SPEAKING OF JEsusonAME:] *°And his namé by
faith in his nam8 has made this man stronghom you
see and know, and the faith that is through Jesus H
given the marthis perfect health in the presence of yo
all. esv
Peter gave the command in the fhameo or by the
authority of Jesus Christ, his name representing or
incorporating his authority and power i By the power of
Jesus Christo(NCV).

Jesus Christ& finameo signifies Jesus Christ in
his attainment of forgiveness of sins . ..

1JN 2:12 [JoHN, To BELIEVERS:] | am writing to you,
little children, thatyour sins have been forgiven becaus
of his name

Likewise, it signifies Jesus Christ in his
attainment of salvation and eternal life

AcTs 4:12 And there is salvation in no one else, for therd
is no other name under heaven given among people

1IN 5:13 [Jown:] | have written these things {@u who
believe in the name of the Son of Gmlthat you may
know that you have eternal life

Jesus Christ& finameo signifies him in his gospel
and cause

AcTs 9:15i 16 But the Lord said to himfiGo, because
this man[Saul] is my chosen instrument to carry my name
before Gentiles and kings and theopke of Israel **For |

as will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my

I

which we must be saved

nameo
Saul (later known as Paul) was to take the message
about Jesus Christ to the Gentiles. This would result in
him suffering greatly for Jesus Christ and his cause i the
cause of spreading the gospel.

Note: God has given Jesus Christ a name that is
superior to all others

PHIL 2:981 11 God exalted him and gave him the name
that is above every nam¥so that at the name of Jesus
every knee will bow in heaven and on eartiind under
the earthi *and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is
Lord to the glory of God the Father.
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[l. Jesus Christ and God

The claim that Jesus Christ is the Son of God is one of
the most central teachings in the NT. In addition to this,
the NT says much that associates Jesus Christ with
God. This teaching forms the basis of a large portion of
what distinguishes Christianity from other religions.

a) Jesus Christ Is the Son of God (I):

General

Jesus Christ is the Son of God . . .

Hes 4:14 Therefore Bice welbelievers] have a great high
priest who has passed through the heav#e®ys the Son
of God let us hold fast to our confession.

... Jesus Christ is God& only Son

1IN 4:98 God has sent his one and only Sato the
world so that we may livéntough him.

So, God is Jesus Christ& Father . . .

CoL 1:3 [PAUL, TO THE CoOLOSSIAN BELIEVERS:] We
always thanksod, the Father of our Lord Jesus Chyist
our prayers for youcw

... and God loves his Son

JoHn 3:35 The Father loves the Son and haageld all
things under his authority.

Jesus Christ is the image of God . . .

2Cor 4:48 € the glorious gospel o€hrist, who is the
image of God
The assertion that Jesus Christ is the image of God 1
having the form and fullness of God (as per the following
subsection) i reflects and supports the assertion that
Jesus Christ is the Son of God.

. Jesus Christ has the form and fullness of God

PHIL 2:516 [PAuL, To BELIEVERS:] You should have the
same aftude toward one another that Christ Jesus ha
®who thoughhe existed in the form of Gatid not regard
equality with God as something to be grasped

CoL 1:19 For God was pleased to have all his fullnes
dwell in the Soré

The phrase fall his fullnessorefers to: the fullness of
God& nature (cf. GNT, NIrV) i fthe sum total of the
divine perfection, powers, and attributeso (AMP);
and/or fall of himselfo (NCV; cf. CEV, NLT), meaning
that God himself in all his fullness dwells in Jesus
Christ.

o7

b) Jesus Christ Is the Son of God (ll):
Testimony

God testifies to Jesus Christ being his Son

MATT 3:167 17 After Jesus was baptized, just as he was

coming up out of the water, the heavens openedhand

saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming

on him.*’And a voice from heaven saifiiThis is my one
dear Sonin him | take great delight.

Jesus Christ himself testifies to being the Son of God

MATT 26:63i 64a But Jesus kept silent. And the high
priest answered and said to Hifih,put You under oath
by the living God:Tell us if You are the Christ, the Son of
God!d *“Jesus said to hinilt is as you saidnkav

Others also testify to Jesus Christ being the Son
of God

MaRk 3:11 When evil spirits saw Jesus, they fell down

before hi and shout ed?o9

NCVE

m

JoHN 1:32i 34 And John gave this teishony il saw the

iy

Spirit come down like a dove from heaven and stay on

him. *3 still did not know that he was the one, but God,
who sent me to baptize with water, had said to évieu

will see the Spirit come down and stay on a man; he is

the one who bajstes with the Holy Spiri6*1 have seen
it,0 said Johnfiand | tell you that he is the Son of Gad.
GNT

Jesus Christ& deeds are evidence that he is the
Son of God . . .

JoHNn 20:30i1 31 Now Jesus performed many other
miraculous signs in the presence bé tdisciples, which
are not recorded in this book'But these are recorded so

that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of

God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.

The phrase fthese are recordedo (v. 31) refers to the
miraculous signs that John did record as testimony to
Jesus Christ being the Son of God, his miraculous deeds
giving credence to his miraculous claim.

... Other events of Jesus Christ& incarnation are
further evidence

MATT 27:50i 52, 54 Then Jesus cried out am with a
loud voice and gave up his spirttJust then the temple
curtain was torn in two, from top to bottom. The earth
shook and the rocks were split apaftAnd tombs were

opened, and the bodies of many saints who had died were

raised.é >*Now whenthe ceturion and those with him

who were guarding Jesus saw the earthquake and what

took place, they were extremely terrified and saithuly
this one was Gdid Sond

Rowm 1:31 4 It [the gospel] is about his Son, our Lord Jesus
Christ: as to his humanityye was born a descendant of

David; “asto his divine holiness, he was shown with great
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power to be the Son of God by being raised from dea
GNT

Jesus Christ®& resurrection is a powerful testimony to him
being the Son of God.

c) Jesus Christ and God Are One

(22 Jesus Christ Is Related to like God, p.27; Il. God, Jesus
Christ and the Holy Spirit as One, p. 32)

Jesus Christ and God are one i each is in the other

JoHN 10:30, 361 38 [Jesus:] The Father and | are one
é *do you say about the one whom the Father set ap,
and sent into the worldyou are blasphemingbecause |
said,d am the Son of Ga® *If | do not perform the
deeds of my Father, do not believe fiBut if | do them,

even if you do not believe me, believe the deeds, so that

you may come to know anchderstand that am in the

Father and the Father is in me
A number of commentators state that the Greek for foned
(v. 30) is neuter, meaning that it denotes fone thingg
rather than fone persona God (the Father) and Jesus
Christ are generally understood to have a unity of
essence or nature, but not be the same person.
Particularly in light of the assertion that i am in the
Father and the Father is in meo (v. 38b) this would
appear to involve a spiritual union. This would include a
unity of purpose, as vv. 371 38a suggest.

To know or see Jesus Christ is to know or see God

JOHN 14:7i9 [Jesus, To His piscipLes:] If you have
known me, you will know my Father too. And from no
on you do know him and have seen hiffPhilip said,
fiLord, show us the Father, and we will be content
°Jesus repliediiHave | been with you for so long, and
you have not kown me, Philip?The person who has
seen me has seen the Fathddw can you sayiShow us
the Fathei?

Jesus Christ is called fiGodo . . .

JoHN 20:28 Thomas replied to hinyesus], fiMy Lord
and my Godd

JoHn 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the \Wor
was with God, anthe Word was Gadesv
Jesus Christ is understood to be fthe Wordoi with the
man Jesus being the manifestation of fthe Wordo (cf.
v. 14).

... and titles of God are applied to Jesus Christ

LUKE 2:11 [AN ANGEL, TO SHEPHERDS:] Today yar
Savior is born in the city of David. He Ghrist the Lord
The Greek word used for flLordoin the NT, is the same
Greek word used for God& name i fLORDO (or
fivahwehd 1 in the Septuagint (the Greek version of the

OT). It is used many times in reference to God

h.

(particularly in the OT) and also in reference to Jesus
Christ (in the NT, as demonstrated here).

Rev 22:13 [Jesus CHRrisT:] | am the Alpha and the
Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the
End. ncvE
This alludes to God®& descriptions of himself as: fthe first
andeée t @sa#d®d;sct. 48:12); ithe Alpha and the
Omegao (Rev 1:8); and fthe Alpha and the Omega, the
Beginning and the End.0(Rev 21:6).

Other OT references to God are applied to Jesus
Christ

EPH 4:7i18 [PauL, To BELIEVERS:] But to each one of us

art grace was given according to the measure of the gift of

Christ. ®Therefore it saysiWhen he ascended on high he
captured captives; he gave gifts to mien
Verse 8 quotes Psalm 68:18 and Philippians 2:971 11
below alludes to Isaiah 45:23b. Both of the OT verses
contain references to God which are applied to Jesus
Christ in these NT verses.

PHIL 2:9711 As a result God exalted him and gave him
the name that is above every naffep thatat the name
of Jesus every knee will bawn heaen and on earth and
under the eartfi’and every tongue confesilsat Jesus
Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father.

Some actions are attributed to both God and
Jesus Christ

Luke 8:38i139 The man from whom the demons had
gone out begged to go with hjfout Jesus sent him away,
saying, *fiReturn to your home, andeclare what God
has done for yod So he went awayproclaiming
throughout the whole town what Jesus had done for him

Mark 2:517 When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the
paralytic, fiSon, pur sins are forgivem. °Now some of
the experts in the law were sitting there, turning these
things over in their minds‘fiwhy does this man speak
this way? He is blasph@ng! Who can forgive sins but
God alone®
Although the teachers of the law were mistaken in
thinking that Jesus could not forgive sins, they were
correct in asserting that the authority and capacity to
forgive sins belongs to God.

Some things are said to be both God& and Jesus
Christ&

ErH 5:5 For you can be confident of this one thirigat

no person who is immoral, impure, or greedy (such a
person is an idolater) has any inheritancéhiz kingdom

of Christ and God

Rev 7:10 They[believers in heaven] were shouting out in
a loud voice,ASalvation belongs to our Godo the one
seatedn the throneand to the Lamhil
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d) Jesus Christ Is Related to like God e) Addendum: The Concept of
Subordination
The fact t hat Godos peoplel TErate TO0O (OT TTEeat ) JTESUS

Christ in ways in which they relate to God, reflects a
unity or oneness of Jesus Christ with God. Thus the
teaching in this section supplements the teaching in the
previous section.

Jesus Christ is worshiped

Luke 24:51i1 52 While he[Jesus] was blessing them, he
parted from them and was taken up to heavéfhey

worshiped himand returned to Jerusalem with great joy/.

ISV
In conjunction with biblical teaching that God alone is to

be worshiped, the Bible& accounts of people worshiping
Jesus Christ are indicative of his oneness with God.

Jesus Christ is honored and glorified

Jonn 5:22i 23 Furthermore, the Father does not judg
anyone, buthas assigned all judgment to the Soisp
that all people will honor the Son just as they honor th
Father. The one who does not honor the Son does |
honor the Fathewho sent him.

2PET 3:18 [PETER, TO BELIEVERS:] But grow in the grace
and knowledge foour Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Glory be to him now and forevelimen. ncvE

People pray to Jesus Christ

JOHN 14:14 [Jesus, To His piscipLes:] If you ask me
anything in my nama will do it.

AcTs 7:59i 60 They continued to stone Stephen whike
prayed, fiLord Jesus, receive my spiditf’Then he fell to
his knees and cried out with a loud voiéé&ord, do not
hold this sin against thed!When he had said this, he
died.

People obey and serve Jesus Christ

MATT 28:191 20A [JEsus, To HIS piscipLEs:] Therdore
go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them
the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spi
Zteaching them to obey everything | have command
you

James 1:1a From James, a servant of God and of ou
Lord Jesus Christcev

People have faith in Jesus Christ

JoHN 14:1 Jesus said to his discipléf)ond be worried!
Have faith in God and have faith in meev

People put their hope in Jesus Christ

1THES 1:3B [PAUL, TO THE THESSALONIAN BELIEVERS:]
And we thank him that you contintie be strong because
of your hope in our Lord Jesus ChristcvE

e

—

ed

(22 Epilogue: God Works through Jesus Christ, p. 98)

The concept of Jesus Christ being eternally subordinate
to God (as opposed to only being subordinate to God
during his incarnation) is a historical doctrine that is still
debated by Christian scholars. As such, some would
disagree with or wish to qualify propositions put forward
in this section.

So in ftoming to grips witho the propositions in this
section, one should do so prayerfully and be prepared to
research further (e.g. consult commentaries). As well as
reading them critically, one should also approach them
with an open mind, to try to understand or explain them,
rather than aiming to fexplain them awaya

Jesus Christ is described as being subordinate
to God

1CoRr 11:3 [PauL:] But | want you to know that Christ is
the head of every man, and the man is the head of a

not woman, andsod is the head of Christ

1Cor 15:28 But when everything has been put under

him, thenthe Son himself will also become subject to the
one who put everything under him, so that God may be
all in all. 1sv

God is both the God and the Father of Jesus Christ

JoHn 20:17 Jesus repliediDo not touch me, for | have
not yet ascended to my Father. Go to my brothers and tell
them,d am ascendingo my Father and your Father, to
my God and your God 0

EPH 1:3, 17 [PAUL, To BELIEVERS:] Blessed isthe God
and Fatter of our Lord Jesus Christvho has blessed us
with every spiitual blessing in the heavenly realms in
Chr i gt pray thatthe God of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the Fatherof glory, may give you spiritual wisdom and
revelation in your growing knowledge bim, é
The expression fthe God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christo (v. 3) also occurs in Romans 15:6, 2 Corinthians
1:3 and 1 Peter 1:3. 2 Corinthians 11:31 uses the similar
expression, firthe God and Father of the Lord Jesus € 0

Jesus Christ was chosen and sent by God . . .

fr onhistsh e
hi
Jonn 8:42 Jesus repliediif God were your Father, you
would love me, fol have come from Goend am now
here.l have not comeromy own initiative, but he sent
me.

LuKE9:35 A voi ce came
my Son, whom | have chosen L i st e RcvEt o

...Jesus Christ is God& servant

ACTS 4:30 [THE EARLY BELIEVERS, PRAYING TO GOD:]
Stretch out your hand to heal, and grant that wonders and
miracles may be pBrmed through the name gfour

holy Servant Jesusnt

m!

C
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Hee 8:2 He [Christ] serves as High Priesh the Most
Holy Place, that is, in the real tent which was put up 4
the Lord, not by human handsnt

God& seniority is reflected by the things that God
has done for Jesus Christ

JoHn 5:26 For as the Fathdras life in himself, stie has
granted the Son also to have life in himsetf/

CoL 1:19 For God was pleased to have all his fullnes
dwell in the Soré

Hes 1:1i2 Long ago, at many times and in many ways
God spoke to our fathers by the prophétsit in these
last days he has spoken to us hig Son, whom he
appointed the heir of all thingghrough whom also he
created the worldesv

Note: Verses speaking of equality of Jesus Christ
with God

(2 Jesus Christ is the image of God . . ., p.25; ... Jesus Christ
has the form and fullness of God, p. 25; Jesus Christ and God
Are One, p. 26; Jesus Christ Is Related to like God, p. 27)

JonN 5:16i 18 Now because Jesus was doing these thin

S

on the Sabbath, the Jewish leadeegdn persecuting

him. ’Sohe told themfiMy Fatheris working until now,
and | too am working. *®For this reason the Jewish
leaders were trying even harder to kill him, because not
only was he breaking the Bzath, buthe was also calling
God his own Fdter, thus making himself equal with God

JoHN 5:22i 23a Furthermore, the Father does not judge
anyone, but has assigned all judgment to the $&n,
that all people will honor the Son just as they honor the
Father.

PHIL 2:5i1 7 [PAUL, To BELIEVERS:] You stould have the
same attude toward one another that Christ Jesus had,
®who though he existed in the form of God did not regard
equality with God as something to be graspéuit
emptied himself by taking on the form of a slave, by
looking like other men, ahby sharing in human nature.
Here fequality with Godo appears to refer primarily at
least to fexisted in the form of Goda As such v. 6 would
appear to be referring to Jesus Christ having an equality
of fformo with God, speaking of Jesus Christ being
prepared for his mission to forgo his divine form for fthe
form of a slaveo(v. 7).
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Part A. God and Spiritual Powers

. General

(22 1l. God& Holy Spirit in His People, p. 152)

The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of God, as often indicated in
the Bible. This assertion is reflected by the Holy Spirit&
divine and imposing attributes. However, the Bible also
distinguishes the Holy Spirit from God, portraying him as
a personal being in his own right.

(Note that in regard to the Holy Spirit and God& people,
see God& Holy Spirit in His People, cross referenced
above.)

a) The Holy Spirit of God

The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of God . . .

GeN 1:2 Now [in the beginning] the earth was without
shape and empty, and darkness was over the surfacq
the watery deep, buhe Spirit of Godwvas moving over
the surface of the water.

EPH 4:30 [PauL, To BELIEVERS:] And do not grievehe
Holy Spirit of God by whom you were sealed for the day
of redemption.

The Holy Spirit is God& spirit. As such one should bear
in mind that when the Bible speaks of the Holy Spirit, it is
in effect speaking of God himself.

... Accordingly, God refers to the Holy Spirit as
his Spirit

Ezek 39:29 | will no longer hide my face from them,
when | pour out my Spirit on the house of Israel, declarg
the soereign LORD.

fSpiritoclearly is referring to the Holy Spirit.

The Holy Spirit is correlated with God& presence

1JN 3:24 [JouN, TO BELIEVERS:] And the person who
keeps his commandments resides in God, and God
him. Now by this we know that God resides in us: by th
Spirit he has given us

This verse correlates the Holy Spirit with God& presence

by asserting that the fact that believers have God& Spirit

verifies that God lives in them.

The Holy Spirit is from God

(22 God gave the Holy Spirit through Jesus Christ, p.99; God
Gives the Holy Spirit to His People, p. 152)

1Cor 2:12 [PauL, To BELIEVERS:] Now we have not
received the spirit of the world, btite Spirit who is from
God, so that we may know the things that &eely given
to us by God.

AcTs 2:33 He [Jesus Christ] has been exalted to the right
hand of God, haseceived from the Father the promised
Holy Sprit, and has poured out what you are seeing a

ES

n

nd

hearing.isv

God and the Holy Spirit know each other& mind

Rowm 8:27 And he [God] who searches our hearts knows
the mind of the Spiritbecause the Spirit intercedes on
behalf of the saints according to Geavill.

1CoR 2:101 11 [PAuUL, To BELIEVERS:] The Spirit searches
out all things, even the deep secret&ofi."*Who knows
the thoughts that another person has? Only a p&rson
spirit that lives within him knows his thoughts. It is the
same with GodNo one knows the thoughts of God except
the Spirit of GodncvE

b) The Holy Spirité& Being

As well as being a spirit, the Holy Spirit is everywhere

Ps 139:7i 8 [DaviD, To Gob:] Where shall | go from your
Spirit? Or where shall | flee from your presencdf|
ascend to heaven, you are there! If | make my bed in

Osheol, you are theredsv

Verse 7 links the Holy Spirit with God& presence, and so
along with v. 8 implies that the Holy Spirit is omnipresent
T i.e. everywhere.

The Holy Spirit is eternal

Hee 9:14a How much more is done by the blood of
Christ. He offered himself throughe eternal Spirias a
perfect sadfice to God.ncvE

The Holy Spirit has great power . ..

Isa 11:2 And the Spirit of thd_.oRD shall rest upon him
[the Messiah], the Spirit of wisdom and understanditige
Spirit of counsel and mighthe Spirit of knowledge and
the fear of the_ORD. Esv

1JN 4:4 [JoHN, To BELIEVERS:] You are from God, little

children, and have conquered them, becaliseone who

is in you is greater than the one who is in the world
The fone who is in youd is most likely referring to the
Holy Spirit. As such, the description of the Holy Spirit as
greater than Satan i fthe one who is in the worldo’i is
indicative of the Spirit& great power.

. and the Holy Spirit can enable people to do
great things

ZEC 4:6Bi 7 [Gob, To ZErRUBBABEL:] dNot by strength and
not by powerbput by my Spirisays the_.orRD who rules
over alld ‘AWhat are you, you great mountaiB2cause
of Zerubbabel you will become a level plain! And he will
bring forth the templeapstonewith shoutings ofiGrace!
Gracebbecause of thié.
Zerubbabel would not rebuild the temple with the aid of
outstanding human might or power, but through the
power and direction of the Holy Spirit (v. 6) i who would
help Zerubbabel overcome mountainous obstacles
(v. 7a).
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The Holy Spirit has great knowledge . . .

JOHN 14:26 [JEsus, To HIs DiscipLes:] But the
Advocate,the Holy Spirit whom the Father will send in
my name,will teach you everything, and will cause yol
to remember everything | said to you
That the Holy Spirit would teach them feverythingo and
cause them to remember everything Jesus had said to
them is indicative of the Holy Spiritd& profound
knowledge.

... The Holy Spirit even has knowledge of the future

1Tim 4:1 Now the Spirit explicitly says that in the later|
times some will desert the faith and occupgntlelves
with deceving spirits and demonic teachings

The Holy Spirit has great wisdom

AcTs 6:91 10 But some men from the Synagogue of th
Freedmen (as it was called), both Cyrenians an
Alexandrians, as well as some from Cilicia and th

province of Asia stood up and argued with Stephen|

%yet they were not able to resist the wisdom and th
Spirit with which he spoke
This suggests that Stephen®& profound wisdom was a
product of the Holy Spirit 7 indicative of the Holy Spirit
having great wisdom.

c) The Holy Spirité Personhood

The Holy Spirit is distinguished from God and
Jesus Christ

JoHN 15:26 [JEsus, To HIs piscipLEs:] But when the
Helper comes, whom | will send to you from the Fathe|
the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, he wi
bear witress about meesv

EPH 4:4i 6 [PAuL, TO BELIEVERS:] There is one body and
one Sjrit, just as you too were called to the one hope
your caling, ®one Lord one faith, one baptisrione God
and Father of all who is over all and through all and in
all.

The Holy Spirit has a mind
Rom 8:27 And he[God] who searches our hearts knowg

the mind of the Spiritbecause the Spirit intercedes of
behalf of the saints according to Geavill.

1CoR 12:11 [PauL, To BELIEVERS:] But it is the Spirit
who does all this ath decides which gifts to give to each
of us cev

That the Holy Spirit fdecidesosuch things is indicative of

d

[

—

him having his own mind and will.

The Holy Spirit is referred to with personal pronouns

JOHN 16:13 [JESUS, To HIs DIscipLEs:] But whenhe, the
Sgrit of truth, comeshewill guide you into all truth.For
he will not speak onhis own authority,but will speak
whatevemehears, and will tell yowhat is to come.

1CoR 6:19 [PAuL, To BELIEVERS:] Or do you not know
that your body is the temple die Holy Spirit whois in
you, whomyou have from God, and you are not your
own?

The fact that personal pronouns are used of the Holy
Spirit suggests that he is an entity in his own right, as
well as alluding to him being a personal being.

The Holy Spirit has personal characteristics

Rom 15:30 [PauL, To BELIEVERS:] Now | urge you,
brothers and sisters, through our Lord Jesus Christ and
throughthe love of the Spitito join fervently with me in
prayer to God on my behalf.

GAL 5:22i23a But the fruit of the Birit is love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
“gentleness, and sétfontrol.
Each of these characteristics is described as a ffruit of
the Spirito because 1 like fruit from a tree 7 their source
and means of growth is the Holy Spirit. Arguably this
implies that as their source and the one who fosters
them, the Holy Spirit& own character is reflected in them.

The Holy Spirit communicates . ..

Rom 8:16 [PauL, To BeLIEVERS:] The Spirit himself bears
witness to our spirit that we arGods children

Rom 8:268 [PauL, To BELIEVERS:] But the Spirit himself
speaks to God for ysven begs God for us with deep
feelings that words cannot explamcve

... and the Holy Spirit interacts in other ways

AcTs 9:318  The church became strongesthe Holy
Spirit encouraged it and helped it growev

Rowm 8:14 For all who arded by the Spirit of Godre the
sons of God.

Note: Like a person, the Holy Spirit can be
treated wrongly

EPH 4:30 [PAuL, To BELIEVERS:] And do not grieve the
Holy Sprit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day
of redemption.
Note that this verse indicates that i like people T the
Holy Spirit has feelings. This further testifies to the Holy
Spirit& personhood.
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II. God, Jesus Christ and the Holy
Spirit as One

(22 Jesus Christ and God Are One, p. 26)

The NT speaks of God the Father, Jesus Christ and the
Holy Spirit as three identities, but also shows them as
being related to each other in a unique and indivisible
unity. From this comes the concept of them being three
fpersonso but also being one entity, the doctrine of the
Trinity. This close-knit relationship between God, Jesus
Christ and the Holy Spirit is one of the most intriguing
and debated aspect of the Bible. The following provides
some basic fbuilding blockso for coming to terms with
this relationship.

a) Mutual Association

God, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit are very
closely associated

MATT 28:19 [JEsus, To HIs DIscipLEs:] Therefore go and
make disciples of all nations, baptizing thenttie name
of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spéit
The phrase fthe name ofddenotes a single name. Here it
is applied to all three of God, Jesus Christ and the Holy
Spirit. As such it points to a very close relationship
between the three.

2CoR 13:14 [PAuL, To BELIEVERS:] The grace of the Lord
Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the
Holy Spirit be with you allncvE
The close association of God, Jesus Christ and the Holy
Spirit is pointed to by the attributing of these
complementary blessings to the three of them at the one
time.

The Holy Spirit is identified with God . . .

AcTs 5:3, 48 But Peter saidfiAnanias, why has Satan

filled your heartto lie to the Holy Spiriand keep back

for yourself part of the proceeds from the sale of the

land?*é¢ You have not lied to people but to Gad!
Peter indicates that to lie to the Holy Spirit (v. 3) is to lie
to God (v. 4). As such Peter identifies the Holy Spirit with
God.

. and the Holy Spirit is also identified with
Jesus Christ

2COR 3:1771 18 [PauL, To BELIEVERS:] Now the Lord is
the Spirit and where the Spirit of the Lord is present,
there is freedom!®And we all, with unveiled faces
reflecting the glory of the Lord, are being transfodme
into the same image from one degree of glory to anoth
which is fromthe Lord, who is the Spirit
There are a number of interpretations of fthe Lord is the
Spiritd (v. 17) and fthe Lord, who is the Spiritd (v. 18).
The ones that are arguably the most plausible are
compatible with a literal reading, demonstrating the very

close association between the Lord Jesus Christ and the
Holy Spirit.

The Holy Spirit is described as both the Spirit of
God and the Spirit of Jesus Christ

Rom 8:9 [PauL, To BELIEVERS:] YOu, however, are not in
the flesh but in the Spirit, if indegte Spirit of Godives
in you. Now if anyone does not hatree Spirit of Christ
this person does not belong to him.
This not only closely correlates the Holy Spirit with God
and with Jesus Christ, it also associates Jesus Christ
with God, with the one Spirit being said to be of them
both.

God, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit work
together in unity of purpose . ..

JoHN 20:217 22 S0 Jesus said to thethe disciples] again,
fiPeace be with ya Just as the Father has sent me, | also
send yow **And after he said this, he breathed on them
and saidfiReceive the Holy Spirit.
God sent Jesus Christ to carry out his purposes and
Jesus Christ sends his people empowered with the Holy
Spirit to continue his work.
Most prominently, in
saving people

they work together

AcCTs 5:31i 32 [PETER AND THE OTHER APosTLEs:] God
exalted himto his right hand as Leadeand Savior, to
give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sifsnd
we are witnesses ttiese eventsnd so is the Holy Spirit
whom God has given to those who obeg.
Verse 32 points to the Holy Spirit& role in the salvation
of people, witnessing to them. This work of the Holy
Spirit is in conjunction with God& will, and with what God
has done through Jesus Christ (v. 31) to save people.

b) Mutual Divine Attributes

Common attributes do not necessarily imply oneness,
but as the following shared attributes are divine i and as
the Bible teaches that there is only one God i they do
point to the oneness of God, Jesus Christ and the Holy
Spirit. The same applies to their common divine roles,
discussed in the following section i Mutual Divine Roles.

The listings here of their mutual divine attributes and
roles are by no means comprehensive. Note that the
majority of the subsections are composed of three
verses or passages i of which the first refers to God, the
second to Jesus Christ and the third to the Holy Spirit.

Omnipresence i God, Jesus Christ and the Holy
Spirit are everywhere

Jer 23:248 fiDo you not know thal am everywhergd
the LORD asks.

EpH 4:108 Christ did that to fill everything with his
presenceNncvE
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Ps 139:7 [Davip, To Gob:] Where can | go to get away
from your SpiritAWhere can | run from youRcvE

Omnipotence i they each have infinite, sovereign
power

Jos 42:2 | know, LORD, that you are alpowerful; that
you can do everything you warnT

PHiL 3:2081 21 Our Lord Jesus Christthas power over
ewerything, and he will make these poor bodies of ourg
like his own glorious bodycev

1JN 4:4 [JoHN, To BELIEVERS:] You are from God, little
children, and have conquered them, becdliseone who
is in you is greater than the one who is in the world
As noted earlier, fthe one who is in youdi who is greater
than Satan i is most likely referring to the Holy Spirit. As
such this is illustrative of the Holy Spirit& supreme
power.

Omniscience i they each have complete knowledge

1Jn 3:20 If our conscience condemns us, we know that
God is greater than our conscience and tiatknows
everyhing. Nt

JOHN 16:30A [JESusO pDisciPLES, To Jesus:] Now we
know that you know everythimagd do not need anyone to
ask you anything.

1Cor 2:108 For the Spirit searches all things, even thd
deep things of God.

The Holy Spirit searches out or finds out all things (cf.
CEV, NCV, NLT).

Divine glory

Num 14:21 [Gob:] But truly, as | live,all the earth will
be filled with the glory of theoRD.

MaTT 25:31 Whenthe Son of Man comes in his glory and
all the angels with him, then he will sit on his glorioug
throne.

1PET 4:14 [PETER, To BELIEVERS:] If you are insulted for
the name of Christ, you are blessed, bec@useSpirit of
glory, who isthe Spirit of Godrestson you.

Eternal existence

Ps 93:2 [A PpsaLMmisT, To Gob:] Your throne is
established from of dt you are from everlastingssv

Rev 22:13 [Jesus CHrisT:] | am the Alpha and the

Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end|
Alpha and Omega are the first and the last letters of the
Greek alphabet, used together to depict Jesus Christ
spanning all time 7 as do the subsequent pairings in the
verse.

Hes 9:14a How much more is done by the blood of
Christ. He offered himself throughe eternal Spirias a
perfect sacrifice to GodvcvE

Holiness

Rev 4:88 fiHoly Holy Holy is the Lord Gadthe Alli
Powerful, Who was and who is, and who is still to
comeb

JOHN 6:69 [THE DIscIPLES, To JEsus:] Wehave come to
believe and to knothat you are the Holy One of God!

HeB 10:15A
NCVE

The Holy Spiritalso tells us about this.

c) Mutual Divine Roles

The following subsections point to the oneness of God,
Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit by attributing the same
divine roles or actions to all three. These common roles
also reflect the fact that God works through Jesus Christ
and the Holy Spirit. Note that the latter roles are not
exclusively divine in every sense, with believers also
having roles akin to them.

God, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit are each
ascribed a primary role in creation

NEH 9:6 You alone are theoRrD. You made the heavens,
even the higheseavens, along with all their multitude of
stars, the earth and all that is on it, the seas and all that
is in them. You impart life to them ,adind the multitudes
of heaven worship you.

Jonn 1:3 All things were created by hitcChrist], and
apart fromhim not one thing was created that has been
created.

Jos 33:4 [ELiHu:] The Spirit of God has made prend
the breath of the Almighty gives me life.

They each give spiritual or eternal life

1Jn 5:118 God has given us eternal lifand this life is
in hisSon.

Joun 5:21  For just as the Father raises the dead and
gives them life, so alsthe Son gives life to whomever he
wishes

JoHN 6:63A The Spirit is the one who gives jifeuman
nature is of no help!

They each make God& people holy

Lev 20:8 Obey my aws, becausé am theLORD and |
make you holyenT

EPH 5:251 27 Husbands, love your wives just &rist
loved the church and gave himself for Ko sanctify
her by cleansing hawith the washing of the water by the
word, ?’so that he may present tourch to himself as
glorious i not having a stain or wrinkle, or any such
blemish, but holy and blagless

Rom 15:168 [PauL:] | do this in order that | might bring
the nations to God as an acceptable offeringde holy
by the Holy Spirit cw
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They each are constantly with Godé& people

DEUT 31:8 [MOSES, TO THE ISRAELITES:] The LORD will
lead you into the landHe will always be with yoand
help you, so dof ever be afraid of your enemiessv

MATT 28:208 [JESUs, TO His DiscipLES:] And remember,
| amwith youalways to the end of the age.

JOHN 14:178 [JESUS, TO HIS pDIscIpLES:] But you know

the Spirit, who is with you and will keep on living in youl.

CEV

They each strengthen Godé& people

Isa 41:108 | am your God. | will strengthen youwill
help yau. | will support you with my victorious right
hand.cw

PHIL 4:13 | can do everything through Christ who
strengthens mesw

AcTs 1:8 [JEsus, To His DiscipLES:] Butyou will receive
power when the Holy Spirit has come upon,yand you
will be my witneses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea an
Samaria, and to the farthest partshe earth.

They each teach God& people

Isa 48:178 [Gob, To IsrAEL:] | am theLORD your God. |
teach you what is best for you. | lead you where yd

should go.cw

o

2TimM 2:7 [PAuL, To TimoTHY:] Think about what | am
saying andthe Lord will give you understanding of all
this.

JOHN 14:26 [JEsus, To HIs DpiscipLes:] But the
Advocate,the Holy Spirit whom the Father will send in
my name,will teach youeverything,and will cause you
to remember everythingsaid to you

They each give God& people joy and peace

Rowm 15:13 [PauL, To BELIEVERS:] Now may the God of
hope fill you with all joy and peaaes you believe in him,

so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy
Spirit.

JOHN 15:11 [JEsus, To HIs piscipLes:] | have told you
these thingso that my joy may be in you, and your joy
may be complete.

JOHN 14:27 [JEsus, To His piscipLEs:] Peace | leave
with you; my peace | give to you do not give itto you

as the world doedo not let your hearts be distressed or
lacking in courage.

GAL 5:22i 23 But the fruit of the Spirits love,joy, peace
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulnédgentleness,
andselfi control. Against such things there is no law.
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l. Angels

The Bible often mentions angels. The existence and role
of these mighty servants of God should be a great
encouragement to believers. This is in no small part due
to the fact that their work often involves believers,
including giving believers supernatural help.

Note that while the great majority of references to angels
in the Bible are to God& holy angels, evil angels are also
mentioned. These evil angels are commonly identified
with demons (discussed in the second half of this
chapter). In headings in this book, fAngelso primarily
refer to angels of God. But bear in mind that some
concepts, such as angels being very powerful, are
applicable to all angels.

a) Attributes of Angels

Angels have human-like features, but are very
awesome in appearance . . .

DAN 10:5i 6 [DANIEL, DESCRIBING A Vvision:] | looked up
and saw a man clothed in linen; around his waist was |a
belt made of gold from Upais body resembled yellow
jasper, and his face had an appearance like lightning.
His eyes wer like blaing torches; his arms and feet had
the gleam of polished bronze. His voice thundered forth
like the sound of a large crowd.
This is describing an angel. The reference to the angel
as a fmano and the mention of his human-like features
(waist, face, eyes, arms and feet) suggest that angels
have a human-like form.

. Angels also have wings and can fly

ISA 6:2 [ISAIAH, DESCRIBING A VISION OF A SCENE IN
HEAVEN:] Seraphsstood over hinjGod]; each one had six
wings. With two wings they covered thieices, with two
they covered their feednd they used the remaining two
to fly.
The fseraphso are apparently a high order or class of
angelic beings. This verse illustrates that at least some
kinds of angelic beings have wings.

Angels are very powerful

2THes 1:78 He will do this when the Lord Jesus is
revealed, coming from heavevith his mighty angels a
blazing fire.cw

MaTT 28:2 Suddenlythere was a severe earthquake, fo

an angel of the Lord descending from heaven came and

rolled away the stonand sat on it
The accompanying earthquake appears to be indicative
of the angel& awesome power. The stone was the very
large one that had sealed the entrance to Jesus6tomb.

Angels have great wisdom and knowledge i but
their knowledge is limited

2SAM 14:20 [A wiSE woMAN, To DAviD:] My master,you

are wise like an angel of God who knows everything that

happens on earthnevE

MARK 13:32 [JESUS, SPEAKING OF THE TIME OF HIS
RETURN:] But as for that day or hour no one knows' it
neither the angels in heavenor the Sori except the
Father.

Angels can communicate and interact with others

(z2 Rev 22:8i 9 E; Angels worship God and Jesus Christ, p. 37;
Angels give God& people messages, such as instructions . . .,
p.37; ... They also give messages about future events, p. 37)

1K1 19:571 7 Then he[Elijan] lay down under the tree and
slept. Suddenly an angel came to him and touched him.
iGet up and

and drank. Then he went back to sle®pter theL orRDSS
angel came to him a second tiniéne angel touched him
and said, nGet up and eat
be too hard for yo. ncvE

Angels have awill ...

1PeT 1:12 They/[the prophets] were showrthat they were
serving not themselves but yoin regard to the things

now announced to you through those who proclaimed the

gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heavien
things angels long to catch a glimpse of

This clearly illustrates that angels have a will i also
suggesting that they have a mind and the ability to
reason.

... and angels have emotions i notably joy

Jos 38:617 [Gob, To Jos:] What were the earth
foundations set on, or who put its cornerstone in place
"while the morning stars sang together afidche angels
shouted with jg? ncvE
Note that the fact that angels have a will and emotions
suggests that they are personal beings.

Angels are holy

MARk 8:38 [Jesus:] For if anyone is ashamed of me and
my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the
Son of Man will also beshamed of hinwhen he comes

in the glory of his Father witthe holy angels

Further attributes of angels
Hes 1:14 All the angels are spiritsvho serve God and
are sent to help those who will receive salvatiacuE
Angels are spiritual beings.
Luke 20:36 Nor can they die anymore, because they are

like the angelsand, since they share in the resurrection,
are Gods children.isv

Angels are immortal.

e a t°Elijah sawhnear his g e |
head a loaf baked over coals and a jar of water, so he ate

S
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b) Angels and God

Angels are with God, surrounding him and even
standing in his presence

REV 5:11A [JOHN, DESCRIBING A VISION OF A SCENE IN
HeaveN:] Then | looked and heard the voice of many
angels in a circle around the thropas well as the living
creatures and thedalrs.

Luke 1:19 The angel answered hif@echariah], fil am
Gabriel, who stands in the presenof God and | was
sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news.

Angels worship God and Jesus Christ

REV 7:117 12 [JOHN, DESCRIBING A VISION OF A SCENE IN
Heaven:] And all the angelsstood there in a circle around
the throne and around the eldeand the four living
creatures, andhey threw themselves down with thei
faces to the ground before the throne and worshiped Gq
Y2saying, fiAmen! Praise and glory, and wisdom and
thanksgiving, and honor and power and strength be
our God for ever andwer. Amend

Hes 1:6 And when God bringis firstborn Sorinto the
world, he saysii L e t al | Godds an
NCVE

Angels serve God . . .

Ps 103:20i 21 Praise theLORD, you angels of his, you
powerful warriors who carry out his decrees and ohiy

orders! ?Praise theLoRrbD, all you warriors of his, you
servants of his who carry out his desires!

... Angels carry out judgments of God

Ps 78:49 He [God] sent his burning anger, rage, fury,
and hostility against them. He sent an army of destroyi
angels.cw

REV 16:1i 4 [JOHN, DESCRIBING A vision:] Then | heard a
loud voice from the temple declaring to the seven ange
fiGo and pour out on the earth the seven bow
containing Goés wrathd “So the first angel went and
poured out his bowl on the gar Then ugly and painful

sores appeared on the people who had the mark of the

beast and who worshiped his imaglext, the second
angel poured out his bowl on the sea and it turned inf
blood, like that of a corpse, and every livingattee that
was inthe sea died'Then the third angel poured out his
bowl on the rivers and the springs of water, and theg
turned into blood.
Carrying out judgments of God is a prominent role of
angels in their service of God. Note that the floud voice
from the templeo (v. 1) is presumably that of God, giving
directions to angels.

Angels also serve Jesus Christ

MAaTT 13:41 The Son of Man will send his angels, an
they will gather from his kingdom everything that cause

sin as well as all lawbreakers.

MATT 26:53 [JEsus:] Dond you think thatl could call on
my Father to send more than twelve legions of angels to
help me no® ant

c) Angels and God& People

Angels help and care for God& people . ..

Hee 1:14 What are all the angels? They are spirits sent
to serve those who agwing to receive salvatiorew

Ps 34:7 The LORD3s angel camps around theORDGS
loyal followers and delivers them.

Ps 91:11i 12 Forhe[God] will order his angelgo protect
you in all you do**They will lift you up in their hands, so
you will not slipand fall on a stone
Verse 12 figuratively depicts the work of angels in
protecting God& people.

. Examples of angels, sent by God, saving
God& people

DAN 6:22 [DANIEL, TO KING DARIus:] My God sent his

9 %E?rglez;nqufﬁeg H‘u? I%‘)ﬁm ufh%s.o hat thelyave not

g

[
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me because | 'was found to be innocent before
him. Nor have | done any harm to you, O king.

Acts 12:11 WhenPeter came to himself, he safidNow |
know for certain that the Lord has sent his angel and
rescuedme from the handf Herodand from everything
the Jewish peopleere expecting to happéen.

Angels give God& people messages, such as
instructions . . .

AcTs 10:3i 6 About three élock one afternoohe saw
clearly in a vision an angel of God who came in and said
to him, fiCorneliusd “Staring at him and becoming
greatly afraid, Cornelius repliefyhat is it, Lord® The
angel said to himiiYour prayers and your acts of charity
have gone up as a memorial before Gotbw send men
to Joppa and summon a man named Simon, who is called
Pete. “This man is staying as a guest with a man named
Simon, a tanner, whose house is by thedsea.

Note that the Hebrew and Greek words for fangelo carry

the meaning fmessengera

... They also give messages about future events

AcTs 27:23i 24 [PauL:] For last night an angel of the
God to whom | belongnd whom | serve came to me
*and said¢Do not be afraid, Paul¥ou must stand before
Caesar, and God has graciously granted you the safety of
all who are sailing with yo@d.

Rev 22:6 And he[an angel] said tome, fiThese words are
trustworthy and true. Anthe Lord, the God of the spirits

of the prophets, has sent his angel to show his servants
what must soon take pladeesv
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Note: Angels played a role in the introduction of
the Mosaic Law

ACTs 7:53 [STEPHEN, TO THE JEWISH LEADERS:] YOU
received the law by decrees given by andals you did
not obeyit.

Note that the term fthe Mosaic Lawo in the above

subheading refers to the law that God gave through
Moses, which is referred to in this verse.

d) Further Teaching about Angels

Angels are very important, . . .

GAL 4:14B  [PAUL, TO THE BELIEVERS IN GALATIA]
Instead,you welcomed me as though | were an angel
God, as though | were Christ Jesus himself!
This points to the great importance of angels, even
making something of a parallel of them with Jesus
Christ.

... but angels are not to be worshiped

Rev 19:9i 10 Then the angel said to méWrite the
following: Blessed are those who are invited to th
banquet at the wedding celebration of the Lantie also
said to me, fiThese are the true words of Gad%So |
threw myself down at his feet to worship him, but he sa
fiDo not do this!l am only a fellow servant with you and

D

dy

your brothers who hold to the testimony about Jesus.
Worship God, for the testimony abowgsilis is the spirit
of prophecyo

There are different kinds and ranks of angels

ISA 6:171 2 [ISAIAH, DESCRIBING A VISION OF A SCENE IN
HEAVEN:] In the year that King Uzziah died, | saw the
Lord sitting on a throne, high and lifted up, and the train
of His rdbe filled the temple®Above it stood seraphim;
each one had six wingsvith two he covered his face,
with two he covered his feet, and with two he flewav

As noted earlier, seraphim (or seraphs) are understood

to be a high-ranking order of angels.

1THEs 4:16 For the Lord himself will come down from
heaven with a shout of command, witle voice of the
archange] and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in
Christ will rise first.

There are thousands upon thousands of angels

REvV 5:11 [JOHN, DESCRIBING A VISION OF A SCENE IN
Heaven:] Then| looked and heard the voice of many
angelsin a circle around the throne, as well as the living
creatures and the eldef®heir number was ten thousand
times ten thousanidthousands times thousanidg

Angels reside in heaven

MATT 24:36 But as for that day and hour no one knows it
T not everthe angels in heavdnexcept the Father alone.
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[I. Satan and Demons

(22 1. Spiritual Warfare, p. 325)

Many people find the existence of Satan (i.e. the devil)
and demons disturbing and choose to avoid the subject.
But to live the Christian life it is vital to understand our
chief opponents. Moreover, the Bible has a lot to say
about Satan and demons T much of which is in fact
encouraging to believers.

a) Satané Evilness

you were filled with violencend you sinnedso | defiled
you and banished yofrom the mountain of God the
guardian cherub expelled yofrom the midst of the
stones of fireYour heart was proud because of your
beauty; you corrupted your wisdom on account of your
splendor. | threw you down toehground | placed you
before kings, that they might see you.

This is either simply fa lament for the king of Tyreo

(v. 12) containing highly figurative language, or

additionally also descriptive of Satan.

b) Satan& Power

(2= Satan® Work against God& People, p. 40)

Satan is evil and is opposed to Godé& kingdom

MaTT 13:19 When anypne hears the word about the
kingdom and does not understand it, the evil [3agan]
comes and snatches what was sown in his h#aig is
the seed sown along the path.

As such, Satan is opposed to Jesus Christ

Luke 22:3i 4 ThenSatan entered Judasalled Iscariot,
who was one of the twelve disciplé§o Judas went off
and spoke with the chief priests and the officers of the
temple guard about how he could betray Jesus to the
GNT

2CoRr 4:4 In their casehe god of this worldSatan] has
blinded the mids of the unbelievers, to keep them fror
seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Chngho
is the image of Godesv

=

Satan is deceitful . ..

JOHN 8:44 [Jesus, To THE JEws:] You people are from
your father the devil, and you want to do what yfather
desires. He was a murderer from the beginning,cared
not uphold the truth, because there is no truth in him.
Whenever he lies, he speaks according to his own nature
because he is a liar and the father of lies.

... Those who follow Satan likewise are deceitful

AcTs 13:9i 10 But Saul (also known as Paul), filled with
the Holy Spirit, stared straight at hifthe magician
Elymas] *%and saidfiYou who are full of all deceit and all
wrongdoing, you son of the deyilyou enemy of all
righteousness$ will you not stop making crooked the
straight paths of the Lord?

Note: Possible reference to Satan® original state
and his fall

Ezek 28:12, 15117 Son of man, singa lament for the
king of Tyre, and say to hindlhis is what the sovereign
LORD says:fi Yoau were the sealeof perfection, full of
wisdom, and perfect in beau§. *You were blameless
in your behaviorfrom the day you were created, until sin
was discovered in yod®n the abundance of your trade

m.

Satan is very powerful

MATT 12:24 But when the Pharised®ard this they said,
fiHe does not cast out demons except by the power of
Beelzebulthe rulerof demonsd

The name Beelzebulorefers to Satan. The description of

him as fthe ruler of demonso points to his extraordinary

power.

Hes 2:14 Therefore, since the children share in flesh and
blood, he[Christ] likewise shared irtheir humanity,so
that through death he could desttbg one who holds the
power of death (that is, the deyi
This most likely refers to Satan® power to induce people
to sin and so to render them subject to the penalty of
death. As such he effectively wields the power of death,
an aspect of his very formidable power. In its ultimate or
eternal sense, however, this power has now been
nullified by Jesus Christ& sacrifice and resurrection.

Satan has great power and authority in the world

Luke 4:5i6 Thenthe devilled him [Jesus] up to a high
place and showed him in a flagh the kingdoms of the
world. ®And he said to himiiTo you | will grant this
whole realmi and the glory that goes along with it, for it
has been relinquished to me, and | can give it to anyone
wish.

1JN 5:19 [Joun:] We know that we are from God, and
the whole world lies in the power of the evil one

Satan works in and through unbelievers

EPH 2:2 [PAUL, TO BELIEVERS IN EPHESus:] Yes, in the
past you lived the way the world lives, following the ruler
of the evil powers that are above the eafithat same
spirit [Satan] is now working in those who refuse to obey
God. NcVE

2Tim 2:258i 26 Perhs God will grant them[false
teachers] repentance and then knowledge of the truth
%%and they will come to their senses and esc¢apelevits
trap where they are held captive to do his will

But, Satan is not as powerful as God, . ..

RoMm 16:20A [PAuL, To BeLIEVERS:] The God of peace
will quickly crush Satan under your feet
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... noris Satan as powerful as Jesus Christ

LukE 11:14, 21i 22 Now he was casting out a demon tha
was mute. When the demon had gone out, the man v
had been mute began to speakd the crowds were
a ma z e &Jesu€] When a strong man, fully armed,
guards his own palace, his possessions are &&fat
when a stronger man attacks and conquers him, he tal
away the first ma@s amor on which the man relied and
divides up his plnder.
In v. 22 Jesus is referring to his overpowering of Satan,
stripping him of his power and taking what was his i a
truth demonstrated by Jesus driving out demons (v. 14)
and thus releasing people from Satan® grip.

Note: Satan stands condemned

Jonn 16:118 € the ruler of this world has been

condemned

c) Satan& Work against God& People

Satan schemes and fights against God& people

EPH 6:11, 16 [PauL, To BELIEVERS:] Clothe yourselves
with the full armor of God so that you may be able t
stand against th schemesf the devil  *¥and in all of
this, by taking up the shieldf faith with which you can
extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one

1PET 5:8 [PETER, TO BELIEVERS:] Be sober and alert.
Your enemy the deviike a roaring lion,is on theprowl
looking for someont® devour.

Satan tempts God& people.. ..

1THES 3:5 [PAUL, TO BELIEVERS IN THESSALONICA!] SO
when | could bear it no longer, | sent to find out abol
your faith, for featthat the tempter somehow tempted yo
and our toil had poven useless.

... and Satan can lead them astray

2COR 11:3 [PAUL, TO THE CORINTHIAN BELIEVERS:] But |
am afraid thatjust as the serpendeceived Eve by his
treachery,your minds may be led astrdsom a sincere
and puredevotion to Christ.
Paul was concerned that just as Eve was deceived by
Satan, the Corinthians may also be led astray by false
teachers who were ultimately inspired by Satan.

Satan can afflict God& people

Jos 2:7 So Satan went out from the presence of th
LorD, and he afflicted Job wita malignant ulcer from
the sole of his feet to the top of his head.

REV 2:10 [JESUS CHRIST, TO THE CHURCH IN SMYRNA:]
Do not be afraid of the things you are about to suffae
devil is about to have some of you thrown into prison 9

t
ho

es
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you may be testednd you will experience suffering for

ten daysRemain faibful even to the point of degthnd |
will give you the crown that is life itself.

But Satan can only tempt and afflict as God and
Jesus Christ permit

1CoR 10:13 [PAuUL, To BELIEVERS:] NO temptabn has
overtaken you that is unusual for human beings.@od

is faithful, and he will not allow you to be tempted beyond
your strength. Instead, along with the temptation he will
also provide a way out, so that you may be able to endure
it. 1sv

2CoR 12:7i9 [PauL:] So that | would not become too
proud of the wonderful things that were shown tg me
painful physical problem was given to me. This problem
was a messenger from Sataent to beat me and keep
me from being too proudl begged the Lord theetimes
to take this problem away from ni&ut he said to me,
fiMy grace is enough for you. When you are weak, my
power is made perfect in yauSo | am very happy to
brag about my weaknesses. Then Cégipbwer can live
in me. NcvE
Paul& affliction apparently came from Satan. But Paul
implies that Jesus Christ permitted it, using it to both
keep Paul from becoming conceited (v. 7) and make
Paul receptive to Christ& power working in him. As such,
this passage illustrates that God and Jesus Christ may
permit Satan to afflict their people, but only in
accordance with their purposes.

Satan accuses God& people before God

JoB 1:8i11 So the LORD said to SatanjiHave you
consideredmy servant Job? Theig no one like him on
the earth, a pure and upright mang who fears God and
turns awayfrom evil.0 °Then Satan answered theRD,
fils it for nothing that Job fears God®¥Have younot
made a hedgaround him and his household and all that
he has on every side? You have blegskedwork of his
hands, and hisivestockhave increaseéh the land.*'But
extend your hand and strikeverything he has, and he
will no doubtcurse youo your faced
The Greek word from which fDevild comes, means fan
accuser, a slanderera In being used of Satan it points to
him carrying out such activity, notably accusing and
slandering believers before God (as is the case in this
passage). To what extent Satan is still able to accuse
believers before God, if at all, depends partly on the
meaning of Revelation 12:7i 12.
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d) Demons

Evil spiritual forces are referred to by a number of
names, including fdemonsq fevil spiritsq fBpiritso and
(evil) fangelsa In order to be concise, only fDemonsohas
been used in this and the following subheadings.

Demons are evil and powerful spiritual beings

EpH 6:12 [PAuUL, To BELIEVERS:] For our struggle is not
against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, again
the powers, against the world rulers of this darknes
against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavens
The terms frulerso and fpowerso are indicative of the
great i but limited i power of demons. The last two
clauses appear to together refer to the whole of the
spiritual realm.

Demons are aligned with Satan

Rev 12:7i9 Then war broke out in heaven: Michael and
his angels fought against theagon, andhe dragon and
his angels fought backKBut the dragon was not strong
enough to prevail, so there was no longer any place left
heaven for him and his angelSothat huge dragoii the
ancient serpent, the one called the devil and Satan, w|
deceives the whole world was thrown down to the
earth, and his angels along with him

This illustrates that evil angels or demons are aligned

with Satan.

Demons are deceitful, propagating what is false

1Tim 4:1i 2 Now the Holy Spirit clearly says that the
later times some people will stop believing the faithey
will follow spirits that lie and teachings of demofSuch
teachings come from the false words of liashose
consciences are destroyed as if by a hot ikenE

Note that this refers to the teachings of demons as being

o7
—

i

n

spread by false teachers.

Demons can possess people . ..

MaTT 8:28 When helJesus] came to the other side, to the
region of the Gadareneswo demoihpossessed men
coming from the tombs met him. They were extremely
violent, so that no one was able to pass by that way.

AcTs 19:13 But some itinerant Jewish exorcists tried to
invoke the name of the Lord Jesus otlewse who were
possessed by evil spiritsaying,fil sternly warn you by
Jesus whom Paul preaches.

...and demons can cause such people much harm

MATT 15:22 A Canaanite woman from that area came to
Jesus and cried ouil-ord, Son of David, have mercy on
me! My daughter has a demon, and she is suffering very
mucho NcvE

LUKE 9:39 [A FATHER OF A DEMON-POSSESSED BOY:] A
spirit seizes him, and he suddenly screams; it throws him
into convulsions and causes him to foam at the mouth. It
hardly ever leaves him alone, torturing him severely.

Demons both fear and have to submit to God and
Jesus Christ

James 2:19 You beliee that God is onewell and good.
Even the demons believe thiand tremble with fear.

MARK 1:25127  But Jesus rebuked hinfa demoni
possessed man]: fiSilence! Come out of him!*°After
throwing him into convulsions, the unclean spirit cried
out with a loudvoice and came out of hiffThey were
all amazed so that they asked each offi&hat is this? A
new teaching with authorityHe even commands the
unclean spirits and they obey ham

Demons face eternal punishment

MATT 25:41 Then heJesus Christ] will say to those on his
left, Mepart from me, you accursed, irttee eternal fire
that has been prepared for the devil and his angels!
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Part B. God and the World: Basics

. General

The formation of the universe is the most astonishing
thing that has ever occurred. The Bible claims that God
not only created the universe, but that he also created
everything in it. Moreover, it claims that God continues to
maintain the universe. If we believe that God is capable
of doing all this, then we should have little trouble in
accepting the other claims that the Bible makes about
God.

a) God Made All Things

God has made all things

Rev 4:11 AYou are worthy, our Lord and God, to reaiv
glory and honor and power, singeu created all things,
and kecause of your will they existed and were creaied!
God made the heavens and the earth 7 and
everything in them

NEH 9:6A You are the onl\LORD. You made the heavens,
even the highest heavemgth all the stars. You made the
earth and everything on it, the seas and everything
them; you give life to everythingicve

Ex 20:11 For in six days theLOrRD made heaven and
earth, the sea, and all that is in theand rested on the
seventh day. Thefore theLORD blessed the Sabbath day
and made it holyesv
Some believe that these fdayso are literally six 24-hour
days, while others take them to indicate six
undetermined periods of time. The fact that God did not
make the sun until the fourth fdayo (cf. Gen 1:14718)
arguably supports the latter.

God made light, alongside the darkness

Gen 1:2i 5 Now the earthwas without shape and empty,
anddarknessvas over the surface of the watery ddmyt
the Spirit of Godwas movingover the surfacef the
water. °God said,fiLet there belight.6 And there was
light! “God saw that the light was goodso God
separatedthe light from the ddmess.’God calledthe
light Adayo and the darknessfinightdo There was
evening, and there was morning, marking the first day.
Note that this and the following subsections listing the
things God created are in chronological order (cf.
Gen 1).

God made the sky

Gen 1:6i 8 God said,fiLet there be an expanse the
midst of the waters and let it separate wdtem water.
'So God mae the expanse and separated the water und
the epanse from the water above It. was so0.%God
called the expans@iskyd There was evening, and therg

was morning, a second day.

Verses 6i 7 may mean that the sky (the fexpansed
separated the atmospheric waters (or clouds) from the
waters of the earth, or that the earth was enveloped by a
dense layer of moisture (cf. The Bible Knowledge
Commentary).

God made land and sea

GeN 1:9i 10 God said,fiLet the water under the sky be
gathered to one placand let dryground appean It was
s0."God called the dry groundlandd and the gathered
waters he callediseasd God saw that it was good.

God made vegetation

Gen 1:11 God said,fiLet the land produce vegetation:
plants yielding seeds according to their kindad trees
bearing fruit with seed in it according to their kinddt
was so.

God made the sun, moon and stars

Gen 1:14i16 God said, fiLet there be lights in the
expanse of the sky to separate the day from the night, and
let them be signs to indicate seasond days and years,
and let them serve as lights in the expanse of the sky to
give light on the eart. It was so*God made two great
lights 0 the greater light to rule over the day and the
lesser light to rule over the night. He made the stars also.

Genesis 1 indicates that God made flightd on the first

fdayo (cf. vv. 3i5), but did not make the sun and stars

until the fourth fdayo (cf. vv. 147 18). There are different

explanations for this. Possibly these entities were made

from that through which God first provided light and first

marked off each fdayo(cf. v. 5); i.e. the fourth fdayomay

speak of the source of light being made into the sun and

stars.

God made all creatures and people

Gen 1:21, 25, 27 God created the great sea creatures
and every livig and moving thing with which the water
swarmed, according to their kinds, and every winged bird
accordingtoits kindGod saw t hat ®God w
made the wild animals according to their kinds, the cattle
according to their kinds, and all the creaes that creep
along the ground ecording to their kindsGod saw that

it was YGood dreatedéhumankind in his own
image, in the image of God he created them, male and
female he created them.

Note: All that God makes is good

GEN 1:31a God saw allthat he had madé and it was
very good!

as
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b) God Maintains Creation

Every creature® life is dependent on God

Jos 12:10 The life of every creature and the breath of al
people are mcvE Godobés hand.

Ps 36:6 [DAvID, To Gob:] Your justice is like the highest
mountains, your fairness like the deepest sgau
preserve mankind and the animal kingdom

God provides food for all creatures . . .

Ps 145:15 [DaviD, To Gob:] Everything looks to you in
anticipation, and you provide them with food on 4§
regular basis.

... God sends rain on the earth, making it productive

JER 14:22 [JeremiaH:] Do any of the worthless idotsf
the rations cause rain to fall? Do the skies themselvd
send showers? Is it not you, O Lord our God, who do
this? So we put our hopes in yduecauseyou alone do
all this.

Isa 55:10 The rain and snow fall from the sky and do ng
return, but instead water the earth and make it produg
and yield crops, and provide seed for the planter an
food for those who must eat.

Godé provision of rain and food is abundant . . .

Jos 36:27i131 He [God] draws up drops of water; they
distill the rain into its mist®which the clouds pour down
and shower on humankind abundantlf"Who can
understand the spreading of the clouds, the thunderingg
his pavlion? *See how he scatterdds lightning about
him; he has covered the deptifsthe sea®!it is by these
that he judgesthe nations and supplies food in
abundance.

... Godé provision satisfies his creation

Ps 145:16 [DaviDp, To Gob:] You give them enough @n
satisfy the needs of alknT

God regulates all aspects of the weather

Jos 37:6 Forto the snow he sayé&rall to earthpand to
the torrential rains@our downd

JEr 10:13 When his voice thunders, the heavenly ocea

roars. He makes the clouds rigerh the far off horizons.

He makes the lightning flash out in the midst of the rai

He unleashes the wind from the places where he stores
The first statement attributes to God thunder and the
associated massing of waters in the sky that lead to a
storm.

God controls the cycle of day and night . . .

Amos 5:8a The LORD made the stars, the Pleiades an
Orion. He turns darkness into daylight, and day intd

2

—

night. ont

... God also controls the seasons

GEN 8:22 [Gob:] fiwhile the earth continues to exist,
planting time and harvest, cold and heat, summer and
winter, and day and night will not cease.

God& promise that these things will continue is indicative

of his control over them.

God regulates and maintains the other aspects
of nature

Isa 51:15 | am the LoRD your God, who churns up the
sea so that its waves surgehe LORD who commands
armies is his name!

Jer 33:25 But I, theLoORD, make the following promise:

| have made a covenant governing the coming of day and
night. | have established the fixedda governing heaven
and earth.

God has established and also maintains fihe fixed lawso

S of nature that regulate the sky and earth (cf. CEV, GNT,

S NCV, NLT).

Note: God made the earth and all creation to last
Ps 78:69 He made his sanctuary as enduring as the

€ heavens aboveas secure aghe earth, which he
d established permanén.

Ps 148:3i 6 Praise him, O sun and moon! Praise him, all
you shiny starsfPraise him, O highest heaven, and you
waters above the skyLet them praise the name of the
Lorp, for he ga&e the command and they came into
existence®He established them so they would endbee;

issued a decree that will not be revoked.
of

c) How God Made and Maintains Creation

God made all things with his wisdom . ..

Ps 104:24 How numerous are your works, GRD! In
wisdom you have made them; dlie earth is filled with
your creationsisv

Prov 3:19120 The LORD created the earth by his
wisdom; by his knowledge he set the sky in pl&tds
wisdom caused the rivers to flow and the clouds to give
rain to the arth. oNT

AN

... and God made all things with his power

JEr 27:5 [Gob:] | made the earth and the people and
t. animals on it by my mighty power and great strepgtid
| give it to whomever | see fit.

God made and maintains all things by his word or
command

Ps 33:6, 9 By theLORDGs decredhe heavens were made;

d by a mere word from his mouth all the stars in the sky

were created.é °For he spoke, and ittame into
existence, he issued thectee,and it stood firm.















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































